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Sunday 23 November 2014
Reign of Christ
Year A - Pentecost 24 - 67A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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Broader preparation
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Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 The Lord promises to be a good shepherd who will rescue, feed, protect and care for his people.

Psalm 100 A song of thanks and praise to the creator God.
Ephesians 1.15-23 Paul prays that God’s Spirit will be given to the Ephesian church. He then explains that Christ’s reign is “for the good of the church”.

Matthew 25.31-46  At the final judgement the Son of Man will separate people into two groups: those who served the needy and those who did not.



	Introduction / Background
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	Reign of Christ

This Sunday is the last Sunday in the church year and is known as both “Reign of Christ” and “Christ the King”. The church seasons, celebrations and holy days through the last year culminate today in an acknowledgement of the cosmic significance of Christ. The Reign of Christ was added to the church calendar in the twentieth century by the Roman Catholic Church. All of our Scripture readings today link around this theme. 
Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the Church Year B. We will move from a focus on Matthew’s gospel to a focus on Mark.
Planning Ahead – Advent and Christmas
The shops are already full of Christmas decorations and you will be now planning your special services for the Advent/ Christmas season. 
As Christmas Day 2014 marks 200 years of the gospel in New Zealand, “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be following the theme “Good news comes to our land”. Christmas Day 2014 is the bicentennial of Samuel Marsden first preaching the gospel on New Zealand soil at Oihi Bay in Northland. The idea is that we will weave the Christmas story in with the commemoration of this significant Gospel Bicentenary. The series is outlined below:
GOOD NEWS COMES TO OUR LAND

30 Nov  “Chosen to be partners”    1 Corinthians 1.9    Advent 1

              The fascinating story of the partnership between Samuel Marsden and 

              Chief Ruatara

7 Dec     “A new earth where justice will rule”  2 Peter 3.13  Advent 2
              European settlement begins with the arrival of the first missionaries

14 Dec   “God who gives peace”  1 Thessalonians 5.23  Advent 3
               An end to utu?

21 Dec    “Strong by means of my good news” Romans 16.25 Advent 4
                A haka on the beach

25 Dec    Bicentennial commemoration – a brief family service with carols and a 

                nativity play

In keeping with this theme the New Zealand Bible Society has produced a beautiful series of Gospel Bicentenary Christmas cards to commemorate 200 years since the first proclamation of the Gospel message on New Zealand soil. They cost $7.99 for a pack of 12 and can be viewed and ordered online.
You may also be interested to have a look at this recently published, downloadable devotional resource called 25 Stockings to Christmas. It is suitable for individuals, couples, families or flatmates and you will find an extensive range of resources that can be mixed and matched to enhance your understanding and engagement with the Advent and Christmas season. 

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Pentecost 23 – 67A (20 November 2011) that follows the gospel reading. Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Alfred Loisy

1857-1940
*Alfred Loisy, The Gospel and the church (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1976): p166.
I explore this theme in depth in my book Church Invisible (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013)



	It was when Jan reached her late teens that she began to find church a bit boring. She grew up in the habit of attending every Sunday with her family and, for a while, continued to attend on occasions. With her friends, she made the rounds of the youth churches on Sunday evenings. There she found the music to be loud and exciting and the preaching had much more hype than she’d experienced before. For a year or so, she thought that was where she belonged. But after that she tired of them too. So it was that her church attending days ended.

So is Jan now an atheist?… or agnostic?

No – She still believes in God. She talks to him regularly about her family, her friends and her work. If you ask her, she’ll tell you that she is a keen Christian. She grew up with the Christian faith and in her early teens made a firm commitment of her own to be a follower of Jesus. This is a commitment that is still very important to her today. Jan is passionate about issues of justice and spends much of her free time working voluntarily for an aid and development organisation. In the recent census she answered “Christian” in the section that asked her religion. She has faith… it’s just church that she can’t handle. 
It’s a common enough situation. Jan’s story is repeated in thousands of households around the country. And it raises questions about the church, questions that we may find make us a bit uncomfortable:

· Is the church necessary?

· Was the church Jesus’ idea?

· Is the church relevant to the new generation?

We are certainly not the first Christians to ask such questions. They have been asked in every age. 
A chap called Alfred began to ask questions about the relevance of the institutional church over a hundred years ago. He was a bit disillusioned with the way things had turned out, and he thought that maybe Jesus was too. He famously wrote, “Jesus foretold the kingdom and it was the church that came”* Back then the debate was not welcomed and poor Alfred was excommunicated from the church in 1908. 

In response to our questions, the reading from the epistles today is one of several passages that occur in the letters to the Ephesians and Galatians where Christ is so closely identified with the church that one seems to be integral to the other. The church, we are told in today’s reading, is Christ’s body and Christ is its head (Ephesians 1.22-23 – also Ephesians 5.23 and Colossians 1.18-24). Then, later in the letter the church is spoken of as a bride who is presented “holy and without blemish” to Christ the bridegroom (Ephesians 5.27). 
This is the last Sunday of the church year and it is known as “The Reign of Christ”. An amazing revelation from today’s scripture is that the church also has a part in the reign of Christ. Our reading explains that by God’s wonderful power he raised Christ from death. Now Christ rules and reigns at the right side of God in heaven. He reigns over all forces, authorities, powers and rulers. He reigns over all beings in this world in the present, and will rule in the future world as well. The reason that God has embarked on this cosmic plan to put all things under the power of Christ is “for the good of the church” (Ephesians 1.20-22). 
This is a remarkable thought! 
It gives us the big picture view. 
The whole divine design from Christ’s resurrection to his reign is for the church. If this is true, we would want to say that the church cannot be regarded as an irrelevant extra that is an optional add-on for those who profess themselves to be Christian. 

Out of this situation I want to suggest that Jan has something to say to us who still identify with the church – and we have something to say to Jan. First of all, those of us who sit within the present day church need to hear Jan’s situation as a message to…
Embrace change like an old friend

When there are people who consider themselves to be disciples of Christ, but who are part of no church worshipping community, it is time for us to rethink the nature of the church. Surely the disciples of Christ are the church. How then do we need to change to embrace those who feel excluded? 

The idea of change is frightening to some. But the church is always changing. A quick look through church history shows the many different forms the church has taken over the centuries. 

There are those who say we need to return to the form that the church took in the New Testament. But even in New Testament times the church had many forms, and nowhere is it suggested that they would be normative for future times. 

Maybe some helpful questions would be:

· Have we retained forms, customs and practises that make it hard for younger people to identify with our worshipping communities?
· How are we currently changing?

· Who is driving that change?

· What can we do to make sure that the next generation of Christians doesn’t have to cross a cultural divide to identify with the church?

The church in New Zealand is very different now from what it was when I was a child. Change has been with us and has been happening throughout that time. Change is an old friend now. Sure, sometimes it has led us in places we wouldn’t have chosen to go of our own volition. But it has turned out okay. So let us embrace change like an old friend and see how we can adapt to include the next generation.

Jan, we’re sorry that we’ve not been very good at listening to you. And we know that there is no shortage of people who suppose that they can tell you how to live your life. We’re sorry about that too. But, if there is one thing that we’d like you to hear, it is this…
Embrace the corporate nature of the faith
This business of belonging together in community is God’s plan. The Christian faith is not just about me and God. It is true that the popular view is that spirituality is a very personal thing. But that is not the Christian view. The Christian faith is all about being called into relationship with God and with people. It is about being identified as part of a body of God’s people. The scriptures tell us that this body is the church and that God’s plan in raising Christ from death and exalting him was for the good of the church. 

We know that as a church we are faulty. We shamefully admit that we are sinful. We get things out of perspective and sometimes fight over things that don’t really matter at all. Actually, the church has always been like that. God must be pretty disappointed with some of the things his church is doing and has done.
But it is in being called to serve alongside other faulty people that we grow in grace and understand more of God’s plan for us. It is in co-operation with others who are committed to Christ that the church becomes effective in carrying the gospel. Together we can do, and have done, things far more effectively than what we can do alone. We engage in worship together, we campaign for justice, we help the needy and we evangelise. 
Jan, we understand that the church is not what you’d like it to be. Actually it’s not what we’d like it to be either. But we’d like you to embrace the corporate nature of the Christian faith… and maybe you can help us to embrace the changes needed to make you feel like you belong.
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Newsboys – Forever Reign
This version of the Contemporary Christian Music song Forever Reign fits today’s theme and will be enjoyed by the youth music group. It comes from Australian band Newsboys and appears on their God’s not dead album (2011). The original was recorded by One Sonic Society and the Hillsong band, and can be found on their albums One and A Beautiful Exchange respectively. The song has also been covered by Kristian Stanfill. Listen and read the lyrics on YouTube


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Thanksgiving
As an alternative to the “thanksgiving” suggestion below, hand out pencils and note paper. Get everyone to write at least one thing they are thankful for in the year that has been. Ask people to bring their suggestion forward and place it on the communion table. (You could combine this with the offering and get them to bring their offering at the same time.) Wrap up with a prayer of General Thanksgiving:
Lord God, 

we give you thanks for your goodness and loving kindness to all.
We thank you for our creation, preservation and the blessings bestowed on us.
But, above all, we thank you for your plan of redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for his grace,
and for the hope of glory.
We make our response by giving ourselves into your service

and by day by day looking to you

that our lives may honour you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen.

Set up a Station

Adapt the idea in the children’s section below to set up a station.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9

All glory to the king of ages S4 1706

All hail the power of Jesus name MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

Christ whose glory fills the skies MHB 924; WOV 140; H&P 457; CMP 79

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77

Great ring of light AA 57

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

He is exalted (Soto) SIS 143

He is exalted (Paris) SIS 518; CMP 217; S1 156

He is the King of kings SIS 240
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

Jesus is king CMP 366; S1 283

Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376

Jesus we enthrone you SIS 431; CMP 388; S1 300

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; 

    S3 1376

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397

King of kings and Lord of lords SIS 409

King of kings, majesty CMP 1000; S1 309

Majesty SIS 206; CMP 454; S1 346

Make a joyful noise SIS 132

Reign in me CMP 570; S1 437

Reign king Jesus, reign SIS 227

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244
The King of love my shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984

The King of glory comes WOV 212

The Lord is king lift up your voice WOV 64; H&P 58; CMP 656

The majesty of mountains AA 139
Where the love of God is guiding FFS 76
You are crowned with many crowns S1 590



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Call to worship

Grace to you and peace 

from him who is 

and who was 

and who is to come.  (Revelation 1:4)

Noble God,

King of kings,

Prince of peace,

The floods have lifted up their voice,

yet you are more majestic 

than the waves of the sea.

Your throne is the foundations of the earth,

your crown the stars of the universe.

I long to hear your voice –

the voice of truth and grace.

Let me find it in Christ,

and live in dignity and freedom,

to honour him, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Collect 
Eternal Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne in heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord: 

keep the church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The Lord Is God

Shout praises to the Lord, everyone on this earth.
Be joyful and sing

as you come in to worship the Lord!
You know the Lord is God!

He created us, and we belong to him;

we are his people, the sheep in his pasture.

Be thankful and praise the Lord

as you enter his temple.

The Lord is good!

His love and faithfulness will last forever.

Psalm 100 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Your Kingdom come

The Kingdom of God is at hand – You proclaimed it, Jesus;

But, it often feels like it’s a million miles away.

You demonstrated its grace and showed its power,

but the signs often appear faded or absent in our world.

We need Your Kingdom to come, O God,

in all its fullness, in all its glory;

This waiting, this “now and not yet” experience of Your reign

is hard and frustrating.

And so we pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our lives,

turning our sickness and sin, our brokenness and fear

into friendship and compassion, wholeness and joy.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

We pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our neighbourhoods,

turning our division and suspicion, our judgement and our competition

into fellowship and care, compassion and service.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

We pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our world,

turning our war and our disparities, our consumption and our self-interest

into peace and collaboration, stewardship and reverence.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

Your Kingdom is here, and it is coming, O God.

Make us faithful heralds of its message

and tireless practitioners of its ways.

For Jesus sake.

Amen

© John van de Laar   www.sacredise.com (used with permission)
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Sharing
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	Thanksgiving

This coming week in the USA is Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving will be observed as a National Holiday on Thursday 27 November. It is a time for families and friends to get together for a special meal and to be thankful for what they have. It is an excellent tradition and while in New Zealand we have no equivalent, as this Sunday is the last in the church year, it would be a most appropriate time to give thanks to God for his grace and mercy through the year that has been. 
Allow a minute or two in your service for the members of the congregation to each think of one thing for which they are grateful in the past year. It may be personal, or related to the church, or the world at large. Ask them to call out, one at a time, the thing they have in mind. (Depending on how spontaneous your congregation is, you may need to prime one of two before the service to get the ball rolling.)
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NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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	Wearing a crown
Put on a golden crown (from the $2 shop). 

What am I wearing today? 

Who do you expect to wear a crown? 

(Royalty – those who reign as kings and queens)

Today in the church year is called “Reign of Christ”. It is the day when we remind ourselves that Jesus rules as king. We might think that in this world there are some powerful rulers – people like John Key, Queen Elizabeth or President Obama, But even though they might be very important people, their rule is limited to a particular area and it will come to an end. Jesus rules over everything and will rule forever.

Not only that, but people who trust in Jesus and try to do what he wants will one day get to share in the rule of Jesus. The Bible says,
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Revelation 2.10 NRSV
So today we are all going to make a crown to take home
(You will need some gold card, scissors, craft glue and sellotape… and a packet of “jewels” from the $2 shop)

Make crowns out of a strip of gold card. Tape them into a ring shape and stick “jewels” on them.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	In Christian art
· Christ in Majesty – Fresco by Fra Angelico 1395-1455

· A child’s view of Christ risen and exalted Christ – Oil painting by Bruce 

   Williamson

· Florentinischer Meister painting (14th Century) of the reigning Christ from 
   San Giovanni Church in Florence, Italy.
Google images for “crowns” or “reign of Christ”.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
3

