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Sunday 22 June 2014
On a mission from God
Year A - Pentecost 2 - 44A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Can you help with funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”?


	It has been a year since we used this space to appeal for funds to support “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.  The funding for this ministry has now run out. We are very grateful for gifts from individuals, parishes, churches and trusts which have kept the ministry going up until the present time. The ministry requires one half of a minister’s stipend to continue, but with no on-going source of funding a decision has been made to discontinue production at the end of this Connexional year. However, we are in urgent need of funding now to continue to make this resource available up until then. 

Parishes, congregations and individuals are asked to consider making a financial contribution to this valuable ministry. If you helped in this way a year ago, would you consider helping again this year? Methodist ministers can claim contributions as part of their book and resourcing allowance. Gifts can be direct credited to Mission Resourcing - please contact Sarah Andrews in Christchurch for details (saraha@methodist.org.nz). Cheques should be made out to “Mission Resourcing”, accompanied by a cover note designating funds for “10 Minutes” and posted to:

Methodist Mission Resourcing

Private Bag 11 903

Ellerslie

Auckland 1542

For more information about the Refresh Ministry email me at andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Andrew Gamman



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint



Participate through your remembrance and prayers on behalf of those forcibly displaced by war, violence, persecution and oppression in our world. 

	A huge range of resources is available from refugeehighway.net  and from the British Methodist website.
Corpus Christi

In the lectionary calendar followed by the Roman Catholic Church (as well as some Anglicans and Lutherans) this Sunday is Corpus Christi. The feast is a celebration of the body and blood of Christ present in Holy Communion. In many places the tradition is to have a procession on this day.

One of the more colourful traditions associated with the day is that of the dancing egg and dates back to the sixteenth century. A water fountain is decorated with flowers and then an egg filled with wax is placed over the water jet. Supported by the water, the egg remains aloft dancing.

	

	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	Season after Pentecost

We are now entering the longest season of the church which runs right up until Advent. The Season after Pentecost is often called “ordinary time” and basically covers all the time in the year that is left over from the other seasons. This morning we go to the gospel stream and look at the mission of the disciples as recorded by Matthew. In this passage Jesus is giving his instructions to the twelve before sending them out. This gives us a good introduction to the season as mission is the over-riding theme of the whole season.

Beelzebub – Lord of the flies

The name Beelzebub (Matthew10.25) is a colloquial name for the Prince of Demons which was used across Semitic cultures and beyond. (In our passage today CEV translates it as “Satan”). Jesus is saying that, if this is one of the names people are calling him (as is recorded here and in Mark 3.22), then his followers are not likely to get any better treatment.  
The name first occurs in scripture in 2 Kings 1.2 where Beelzebub is described as the god of Ekron. It possibly originated with a Hebrew word for dung, Beelzebub is a description of the Lord of filth and is often given the title “Lord of the flies”.

Lord of the Flies is also the title of a William Golding novel, first published in 1954, that examines the dark side of human nature. The plot revolves around a group of English school boys stuck on a deserted island. The book was made into a movie first in 1963 and again in 1990.

Beelzebub also features in Milton’s epic poem Paradise Lost:

     He soon discerns, and weltring by his side
     One next himself in power, and next in crime,
     Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd Beelzebub.

Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.

Because of the anomalies of the church year, there was no 44A Sunday in the 2011 and, as a result, there is no alternative resource for this Sunday in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	The biggest mission in human history was about to begin. And it began with a little group of twelve disciples that had gathered around Jesus. He was sending them out on a mission from God. They were to go into the surrounding towns and villages with the good news that the rule of God had come near. But Jesus warned them that this good news was going to get a hostile reception in places. So it was that he told them, “Don’t be afraid!” (Matthew 10.26, repeated in verse 28 and verse 31).
“Don’t be afraid!”… But actually, some of the words of Jesus were quite striking  and, to say the least, unsettling: 
· They will call you names. If they call me Beelzebub, you can expect to get just as bad if not worse. (Matthew 10.25)
· You will be beaten in their meeting houses. (Matthew 10.17)
· You will be arrested, taken to court, and dragged before kings and rulers. (Matthew 10.18-19)
This call to mission was high-risk. Which would be concerning enough if it was just historic, but the truth is that we also must …

Hear the call to mission
We, all of us that make up Christ’s church, are called to participate in the mission of God. Like those first disciples, our task is tell everyone the good news of Jesus, declaring that God wants to make people whole and rule in their lives. Unlike the reaction those disciples got in the first century, we are more likely to be met with indifference than hostility. 
Indifference may be less threatening, but it is equally challenging. Sadly, some Christians have responded by retreating with their faith into their secluded church buildings and nice fellowship meetings. Rather than mission, the aim seems to be to preserve the faith – rather like one would preserve pickled onions. This preserved faith becomes all about holding regular church services where all the music is according to our own particular preference, the sermon is just the right length and the building is well maintained and kept open.

Needless to say, mission is something altogether different! Serving Christ will cost us. It will mark us out at times as having very different values from those around us. There will also be times when this difference is not appreciated and enjoyed by those whose company we keep. 
Campaign for anything that you think is right and true and you can expect division and cost. Try speaking out for the under-privileged. Advocate welfare for the unemployed and for needy children and someone will accuse you of supporting dole bludgers and lay-about solo parents. Advocate for increased overseas aid and someone will say we need to help our own first. Advocate for carbon emission reductions and the climate change deniers will get on your case. 

The most difficult thing is that conflict comes not just from those outside the community of faith, it also comes from within (see the Mary Dyer story below). Jesus boldly predicted this, “I came to bring trouble, not peace… Your worst enemies will be in your own family.” (Matthew 10.34 & 36)
Faced with such opposition from within, some get angry and cut themselves off. It is far better to consider such circumstances to be the type of test that Christ said would come. Testing can strengthen our resolve as well as our call to mission, so that we will stay on task, keep calm and carry on.

Of course there is a cost. Look at the way those first disciples had to break away from their old securities. They left their nets, families and homes. Some, like Matthew who wrote the gospel we are reading today, left a place of privilege. And what did they receive? Beatings, betrayal and death threats. By comparison it would look rather petty if we were to complain about the inconvenience we face in serving others, or the lack of recognition we receive. Jesus was quite blunt about his call to self-sacrifice. He said, “unless you are willing to take up your cross and come with me, you are not fit to be my disciples.” (Matthew 10.38 - A statement he repeats in Matthew 16.24) 
There’s good news for the poor. This mission is of Christ is urgent. There’s no waiting about until everyone is agreed on a common course of action. So hear his call to mission and …
Know your value
You might think that sending the disciples off to such a difficult task, and one that will have such negative repercussions, shows that they are not very highly valued; that they are just pawns in a bigger game. In fact the opposite is true. It’s a case of “like servant like master”. Just as Jesus was truly loved by the Father when he was sent on his fateful mission into the world, so the Father extends his love and concern to each of his disciples. He watches over us and is concerned about every detail of our lives.
So Jesus tells us, “Aren’t two sparrows sold for only a penny? But your Father knows when any one of them falls to the ground. Even the hairs on your head are counted. So don’t be afraid! You are worth much more than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10.29-31 CEV)
No matter how you read the imagery, this surely says that God’s attention is on the least, the smallest and the seemingly most insignificant. 
There are those who suppose that God is only concerned about the big stuff. They’ll tell you that we can pray about the trouble in the Middle East, and food shortages in East Africa but when it comes to the small stuff like my daily timetable, my son’s homework or my lost car keys, you could hardly expect God to be concerned or to intervene. 
But he is… and he does. God’s love is such that he is concerned with the small stuff – he knows when a sparrow alights (as some translators would have it) on the ground. To emphasise the point that God is interested in the details of our lives, Jesus says that even the hairs on our heads are numbered by the Father. (The number averages around 150,000, a bit less for redheads… and for middle aged men like me!) 
All of which is to say that you and I are of great value to God the Father. It’s not that he values us so we can be useful for doing his will on the earth. It’s the other way around. He values us so much that he sets us on an exciting adventure of mission. We’re on a mission from God! Rather than our faith being a crutch to prop us up, it is a staff for our journey of adventure. 


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
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Statue of Mary Dyer,

Boston

	Mary Dyer

I was in Boston a few years ago and was taken with a statue of Mary Dyer. What surprised me was that the inscription read, “Mary Dyer, Quaker, Witness for religious freedom, hanged on Boston Common 1660.”
I later remarked to my friend, who is retired lecturer in church history, “I thought people came to America for religious freedom!”
“Yes”, he said, “but it took them a while to work it out.”

Although I had associated the colonisation of New England with religious freedom, there was a chapter I had missed. It wasn’t until 1682 the Quaker, William Penn, established the colony of Pennsylvania on the basis of freedom of worship. Before then there was the sad tale of religious persecution and martyrdom.
Mary Dyer emigrated with her husband from London to Massachusetts in the 1630s and they were admitted into the flourishing Boston Church. There Mary came under the influence of the outspoken Anne Hutchinson who, radically for her time, believed that God could speak to people in ways apart from through the clergy. Anne also opposed the subordination of women. 
Mary had the misfortune of giving birth to a deformed, stillborn child and this was seen by her critics as evidence of her embracing heresy. As a result, she was banished from the colony. Back in England, she heard the preaching of George Fox and joined the Quakers, eventually becoming a Quaker preacher herself. When she returned to New England it happened to be during a time of great religious intolerance and she was arrested as the ship berthed. The authorities saw her as a threat to the religious and political status quo. Her influential husband secured her release under the understanding that she would never return to Massachusetts. But return she did, to visit two imprisoned English Quakers and that resulted in her being arrested again. All three Quakers were sentenced to death. The two others were hanged but, at the last minute with the noose around her neck, Mary’s sentence was commuted - this time due to the intervention of her son. However, her desire to see the anti-Quaker law repealed saw her back in Boston once more. She was summoned to the General Court and again sentenced to death and was hanged on Boston Common in June 1660.
Quotes
“My life not availeth me in comparison to the liberty of the truth.” Mary Dyer

“Given a choice between wearing a gold cross or bearing a wooden cross - most folks will take the gold.” John Jewell


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	A couple of movies that come to mind that match today’s theme:

The Mission (1986 - PG) 

Starring Robert DeNiro and Jeremy Irons, this movie is based on actual events. It tells the story of the costly witness of the 18th Century Jesuit mission in the jungles of South America.

The Blues Brothers (1980 - M)
This is a must-see classic movie starring Dan Ackroyd and the late John Belushi.  (and bit parts for a range of celebrities: Twiggy, Mr T, Carrie Fisher, Joe Walsh, Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, James Brown, John Candy, Chaka Khan… even Steven Speilberg shows up as the Cook County Assessor’s Office Clerk!) With a bit of imagination you will see parallels between the sending of the disciples on their mission and Jake and Elwood getting the band together to go on “a mission from God”.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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We’re on a mission from God

Print off some of the “mission from God” posters. You will find a selection by Googling images for “We’re on a mission from God”. Display them in the church entranceway and around the front of the church to set your theme.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
Be bold, be strong SIS 465; CMP 49; S1 38

Don’t wanna stand here S$ 1776

Fear not SIS 505

Forth in your name MHB 509; WOV 480; H&P 381

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

Go in Jesus’ name S4 1809

He came singing love AA 59

Here I am SIS 523; CMP 229; S1 161

Hear the call of the kingdom S4 1845

How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

How much am I worth? HIOS 63

I have decided to follow Jesus CMP 272

I’m not ashamed MHB 485; WOV 470; H&P 677; CMP 323

I’m not ashamed (adapted LeTocq) CMP 992

I, the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141

Jesus, take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Let your word go forth S1 320

Lord send us to the lost S4 1975

Make me a captive Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; S1 391; H&P 704

Take up your cross WOV 496

This is my desire S1 515

We have heard the call S4 2118

Where cross the crowded ways of life MHB 895; WOV 532; H&P 431
Who is my mother? AA 158

Who would true valour see MHB 620; WOV 467; H&P 688

Who would walk cheerfully HIOS 129
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 474; H&P 278; CMP 784


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Collect 
God of all power and truth and grace, 

you call your Church to love and praise. 

Inspire us with zeal for your gospel, 

and grant us boldness to proclaim your word, 

that we and all the world may praise your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer for help

Please listen, Lord, and answer my prayer!

I am poor and helpless.

Protect me and save me because you are my God.

I am your faithful servant, and I trust you.

Be kind to me!

I pray to you all day.

Make my heart glad!

I serve you, and my prayer is sincere.

You willingly forgive,

and your love is always there

for those who pray to you.
Please listen, Lord!

Answer my prayer for help.

When I am in trouble, I pray, knowing you will listen.
No other gods are like you; only you work miracles.

You created each nation, 

and they will all bow down to worship and honour you.

You perform great wonders because you alone are God.

Teach me to follow you, and I will obey your truth.

Always keep me faithful.

With all my heart I thank you.

I praise you, Lord God.
Psalm 86.1-12 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Covenant prayer

I am no longer my own but yours.

Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
wherever you may place me,

in all that I do and in all that I may endure;

when there is work for me and when there is none;

when I am troubled and when I am at peace.
Your will be done when I am valued

and when I am disregarded;
when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;

when I have all things, and when l have nothing,

I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you,

as and where you choose.
Glorious and blessed God

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

you are mine and I am yours.

May it be so forever.

Let this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in heaven. Amen
While the prayer is known as “John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer”, Wesley only adapted it. He attributed its authorship to the English Puritan Richard Alleine.
Benediction

You are chosen to keep the small flame of love alight

To nurture the seeds of goodness in this small place

Until the day when the Spirit sends you out

To light other candles in a dark land

And plant new seeds in a blackened earth. Amen
Morris West from Clowns of God (London: Hodder and Stoughton Ltd, 1981)


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Overcoming the winter blues

The screening of The Blues Brothers movie (see above) would be a good, fun, winter Sunday night event. Turn the heaters on. Start with a soup and toast tea. Suggest people dress in black hats and dark glasses. Give a prize for the best Blues Brothers look-a-like.


	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link
[image: image4.png]



CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	Hairs on your head

Come along wearing a cheap wig from a dress-up shop. (Pink would be good!)

Does anyone notice anything different about me today?

You all noticed! Do you think that God noticed?

I think he did. 
God notices things about us and cares for us. Some people think God is only interested in big and important things like: countries and prime ministers, truth and lies, love and forgiveness. He sure is interested in those things… but listen to what Jesus says in our Bible reading today

      Aren’t two sparrows sold for only a penny? But your Father knows when any
      one of them falls to the ground. Even the hairs on your head are counted. So 
      don’t be afraid! You are worth much more than many sparrows.  
      Matthew 10.29-31 CEV
Look around – some of you have short hair, some long; some straight, some curly; some dark, some light; some have a thick head of hair some thin. Jesus says that God knows how many hairs we all have on our head. The point that he is making is that God is interested in even the little details of our lives. 

Would anyone like to guess about how many hairs they have on their head? Apparently the average is around 150,000. Redheads have a few less.
We can always come to God and talk to him, even about the little things that concern us, because he cares for us. Let’s pray:

Lord God

Thank you for knowing all about us

and for loving us the way that you do.

Thank you for sending Jesus 

to show us what you are like.
Help us to live in a way that is pleasing to you.

Amen
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Sending of the twelve in Christian art - James Tissot  1894
The Disciples sent out in 12 slides from the Brick Testament

Cartoon from reverendfun - Taking the Gospel 

Bicentenary of the Gospel on YouTube
Keith Newman interviewed on Shine TV – 24 mins
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
4

