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Sunday 21 December 2014
Good news comes to our land
4. Strong by means of my good news
Year B – Advent 4 – 04B
Endings and new beginnings

As our funding has run to an end, the Refresh Ministry of Mission Resourcing will close at the end of this year and Sunday 28 December 2014 will be the last edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”.  

I am grateful to the many people who have been willing to generously share their songs, prayers and resources though this medium, as well as those who have contributed financially to enable production to continue over the past five years. I have always enjoyed the weekly challenge of seeking to relate the lectionary readings to contemporary culture and have been especially encouraged by my daily email correspondence. 

With endings also comes beginnings. I will be taking a half-time pastoral position in Whangaparaoa Methodist Parish in 2015, while also working at e-publishing Christian resources independently of the Methodist Church. My wife and I established Kereru Publishing last year with the aim of resourcing Christian spirituality. As many people have expressed a desire to continue to get a weekly lectionary resource from me, I am contemplating producing a stripped-down version. It has been tentatively called, “Taking flight”. At this stage it is still an idea, but I’d like to know if this is something you’d find useful. The details are still to be worked out, but my thinking is that there would need to be some charge, maybe $25 NZD for 25 issues, and enough subscribers to warrant pursuing this initiative. I’d send out a sample in the New Year to those who expressed interest. You can express interest or respond with your thoughts by email to me at andrew@kererupublishing.com
Andrew Gamman
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	2 Samuel  7.1-11, 16
The Lord prevents David from building a temple and promises that both he and his descendants will be kings.
Psalm 89.1-4, 19-26 The psalmist sings of the love and faithfulness of the Lord.  The Lord promised David that one of his descendants will always be king.
Romans 16.25-27 Paul’s closing prayer in which he says that the message about Jesus Christ can make us strong. It is written so that all nations would have faith.
Luke 1.26-38
The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced that she will give birth to a son whose name will be Jesus. She asked, “How can this happen?” The angel answered, “Nothing is impossible for God.”
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	Advent and Christmas
As Christmas 2014 marks 200 years of the gospel in New Zealand “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the theme “Good news comes to our land”. Christmas Day 2014 is the bicentennial of Samuel Marsden first preaching the gospel on New Zealand soil at Oihi Bay in Northland. This year we are weaving the Christmas story in with the commemoration of this significant Gospel Bicentenary. The whole series is outlined below:

GOOD NEWS COMES TO OUR LAND

30 Nov  “Chosen to be partners”    1 Corinthians 1.9    Advent 1

              The fascinating story of the partnership between Samuel Marsden and 

              Chief Ruatara

7 Dec     “A new earth where justice will rule”  2 Peter 3.13  Advent 2
              European settlement begins with the arrival of the first missionaries

14 Dec   “God who gives peace”  1 Thessalonians 5.23  Advent 3
               An end to utu?

21 Dec    “Strong by means of my good news” Romans 16.25  Advent 4
                A haka on the beach

25 Dec    Bicentennial commemoration – a brief family service with carols and a 

                nativity play

Some resources that you may find helpful:

· In the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find scripts for 14 different Nativity Plays including a new one for commemorating the Gospel Bicentennial on the Christmas Day. 
· The Bible Society of New Zealand have Gospel Bicentenary Christmas cards available, especially produced to commemorate 200 years since the first proclamation of the gospel message on New Zealand soil. Each pack contains 12 cards of Leonard C. Mitchell’s painting of Samuel Marsden preaching at Oihi Bay on Christmas Day 1814.
· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website is loaded with hundreds of resources to help congregations prepare for Advent and celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. 
· The theme for the 69th Christian World Service Christmas Appeal is “Build hope for tomorrow.” Resources including prayers, sermon ideas, service sheets and PowerPoints are available from the Christian World Service website. 
· 25 Stockings to Christmas is a recently published eBook full of devotional ideas. It is suitable for individuals, couples, families or flatmates and you will find an extensive range of resources that can be mixed and matched to enhance your understanding and engagement with the Advent and Christmas season. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all my readers joy and peace this Christmas and thank you for your support through 2014. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year B – Advent 4 – 04B (18 December 2011). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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* These excerpts from Marsden’s journal are quoted from Patricia Bawden, The years before Waitangi (Published by the author, Auckland 1987)
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	All of us who live in New Zealand are familiar with the haka. Often characterised as a Maori war dance, we see it performed today most frequently before rugby matches. The “Ka Mate” haka, which is traditionally ascribed to chief Te Rauparaha, is the best known. Whenever we see a haka performed it is always a display of strength and of feeling.  

Growing up in a Pakeha setting, I had only encountered the haka at sports events until suddenly one day there was one in my church! It was at the funeral of a youth who had died in tragic circumstances and a group of his friends erupted into a haka. The emotion was raw and the volume was stunning, almost shocking. This was the first time I had heard a haka at a funeral and it came, on that occasion, as an outpouring of grief which seemed to be a most appropriate response. Since then I’ve witnessed haka in a variety of settings. Sometimes it can be used as a form of welcome. Those who attend Methodist Conference will have seen the haka used as an expression of appreciation and acknowledgement of achievements. It was in this last context that it was witnessed by the first European residents of New Zealand 200 years ago. 
At that time Rev Samuel Marsden was senior chaplain to the colony of New South Wales and he had purchased the brig the Active to advance his mission to New Zealand. Sailing from Port Jackson he headed across the Tasman Sea and anchored his vessel off the coast at Rangihoua at the northern entrance to the Bay of Islands on 22 December 1814. On board with him were the Maori chiefs Ruatara, Korokoro and Hongi Hika as well as three Church Missionary Society families: the Kendalls, the Halls and the Kings.

Once on shore, Ruatara sought to re-create in his home setting, as much as he was able, the church situation that he had witnessed while he was with Marsden in Australia. Of his own initiative he made preparations for a church service. Marsden records the events in his journal:

Ruatara spent the rest of Saturday preparing for Christmas Day. He enclosed about [a fifth of a hectare] of ground with a fence, in the centre of which he created a pulpit and reading desk and covered the whole with black [Maori] cloth. He also procured the bottoms of some old canoes and fixed them up as seats for the Europeans on each side of the pulpit. The reading desk was about [ninety centimetres] and the pulpit [180 centimetres] from the ground. Black [Maori] cloth covered the top of the pulpit and hung down the sides. The bottom of the pulpit as well as the reading desk was part of a canoe. The whole was becoming and had a very solemn appearance…

We entered the enclosure overlooking the sea and were placed on seats on each side of the pulpit. Korokoro marched his men to station them on my right, to the rear of the Europeans. Ruatara placed his men to the left of the villagers, including the women and children; with the other chiefs forming a circle around the whole.*

Around 10.00am on Christmas Day those on board the Active came ashore. Marsden stood behind the pulpit and, after beginning the service with the singing of a hymn, he preached from Luke 2.10, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” Ruatara explained Marsden’s meaning to his people. We can only speculate about the exact words of Marsden’s sermon. But we do know that he came from the evangelical stream of the Church of England and the “good tidings” he preached would have included a simple message about how the coming of Christ brought to all people hope and a promise of new life for those who trusted in him. After that first Christian service on New Zealand soil Marsden wrote in his journal:

In this manner the Gospel has been introduced to New Zealand; and I fervently pray that the glory of it may never depart from its inhabitants, till time shall be no more!

Following the service three or four hundred Maori gathered around Marsden and broke into a spontaneous haka. As always this conveyed a strength of feeling and, in this context, was a sign of appreciation. This is how the gospel first came to this land.  The site became the location for the first European settlement in New Zealand under the protection of the local Maori population of the Rangihoua pa. In these events we have the roots of our bicultural partnership and the laying of the Christian foundations in Aotearoa/ New Zealand. 
In a remarkably similar vein, in our reading from Romans today, Paul is rejoicing that he has lived to witness the gospel of Jesus going out to all nations:

Praise God! He can make you strong by means of my good news, which is the message about Jesus Christ. For ages and ages this message was kept secret, but now at last it has been told. The eternal God commanded his prophets to write about the good news, so that all nations would obey and have faith. And now, because of Jesus Christ, we can praise the only wise God forever! (Romans 16.25-27 CEV)
Paul rejoiced that the good news had the power to make people strong. He had witnessed this news beginning in Jerusalem and then being spread further afield. And now there was a group of believers in Rome, the very centre of the Empire. From there the good news would continue to travel, albeit slowly, to the whole of the known world. 
200 years ago Marsden brought the same good news to Rangihoua. From there it has spread throughout of New Zealand. It is the message about Jesus Christ: his birth in Bethlehem; his life and ministry; his death and resurrection. This is a message of hope for the world and it has the power to make us strong.
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	 Movies for the season

· The Christmas Candle (2013 - PG). Released last year, this movie is based on a Max Lucardo novel. The plot concerns a ‘magical’ candle that appears once every twenty-five years and brings answered prayer for the person who lights it. Susan Boyle’s acting and singing is endearing but the plot is a bit too pedestrian for the kids.
· The man who saved Christmas (2002 - PG). A film based on the fascinating and true story of American toymaker A.C.Gilbert (of Meccano fame) who was pressured to manufacture munitions instead of toys at the outbreak of World War I. He successfully lobbied the government to allow him to resume the production of toys for Christmas arguing that children need to dream and imagine. Starring Jason Alexander and Ed Asner. Available from www.amazon.com
· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG) featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) is one of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below)
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 

· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible



	Bible Time

Matthew 1: 22-25 (CEV)

So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “A virgin will have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.”

After Joseph woke up, he and Mary were soon married, just as the Lord’s angel had told him to do. But they did not sleep together before her baby was born. Then Joseph named him Jesus.

Activity Time

It’s all in a Name

Why were you given the names that you have?  Did they mean anything special to the person or people that named you?  What does your name or names mean?   Look up the names of your friends and family and find out what they mean.

Decoration Time

Names for Jesus

Make Christmas stars to hang on your tree and remember the different names for Jesus.

Materials you will need: A packet of yellow oven-bake modeling clay, a tube of gold or silver glitter writing glue, a rolling pin, a star dough cutter, a skewer and a hanging cord.

1.
Make a list of all the different names for Jesus.

2.
Roll out the clay to the thickness suggested on the packet instructions.

3.
Cut out stars with cutter.

4.
Pierce hole in top with skewer.

5.
Bake in oven according to instructions.

6.
When cold, write with glitter paint a different name for Jesus on each star. 

7.
Leave to dry.

8.
When dry, thread hanging cord through the hole.

9.
Hang from your Christmas tree.

Prayer Time

Jesus

Thank you for living up to your name,

“God with us”.

We don’t always understand what that means.

Sometimes we take you for granted.

Sometimes we forget.

Sometimes we ignore you.

Help us to be more aware of your presence in our lives.
© Reproduced from Caroline Bindon, 25 Stockings to Christmas – excerpts only (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013) used with permission.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All who would see greatness COC 4

As with gladness MHB 132; WOV 239; H&P 121; CMP 39; S2 639

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning MHB 122;  WOV 234; H&P 123; 

    CMP 65
Carol our Christmas COC 7
Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Good Christians all rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104; CMP 196
Hark the herald angels sing MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; CMP 211; S1 144
I cannot tell MHB 809; H&P 238; CMP 266; S1 199

In Christ alone S3 1311
Joy to the world WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305

Let earth and heaven combine MHB 142; WOV 229, H&P 109
Light of lights beholden COC 29

Meekness and majesty CMP 465; S1 353

My God is so big (a favourite with the children words and music)

Not on a snowy night AA 98; COC 31
Now unto him SIS 72

O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
Once in royal David’s city MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; CMP 539; S1 404

Sing with the angels, Gloria! COC 39

There’s straw in the manger COC 45
The angel Gabriel from heaven came WOV 222, H&P 87

There's a light upon the mountains MHB 256; WOV 207; H&P 246

Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
What kind of greatness CMP 959; S1 567


	Prayers
 Ctrl+Click to 
 follow link

[image: image5.png]



	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the fourth Advent candle

In ages past the message of hope
was a secret
hidden from view

and people lived in darkness

But now at last it has been told
and people of all nations can have faith

and be made strong

(Light the fourth candle)

© Andrew Gamman

Collects
All-powerful God, 

let the splendour of your glory 

rise in our hearts like the dawn, 

that the darkness of the night may be scattered 

and the coming of your only Son may reveal us 

as children of the light.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

God of the Manger,

Emmanuel.

As we prepare once again to

hear the familiar and beloved story of Christmas,

may we be surprised by its power.

We resolve to live the Christmas story,

the good news of your abiding with us,

every day.  Amen.

© David Poultney  (used with permission)

A Christmas prayer for reading Between the Lines
When the silly season comes to a pause, 

and the shops and restaurants close, 

the holy day of Christmas begins. 

My mind can rush to the next event, 

or be still and drink in the silence of joy. 

Birth is an event of creation – perhaps God is a midwife? – 

which has both pain and delight.

Emperors, CEOs and Generals 

downplay it as women’s work, 

scared to let the nurturing spirit 

weaken their power.

O God within,

Open my eyes to read between the lines

to seek the hidden gift of love, 

and to let the story re-write my life, Amen. 
© John Howell – from Sighs too deep for Words (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) used with permission

A Christmas poem

And can it be 

     that Christ will come,

            will come again this Christmas time?

The child of joy with baby eyes

The child of hope with baby hands

The child of peace with baby feet

The child of love with baby smiles

We see you Christ in baby eyes

We see you Christ in baby hands

We see you Christ in baby feet

We see you Christ in baby smiles

We see you in the child of need

The child of then

The child of now

The child of hope for years to come

Yes Christ, 

     you come again,

               you come again this Christmas time

© Elaine Bolitho (used with permission)
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Go carol singing
Get a few people from the church together and go carol singing around some of  your local rest homes. You don’t have to be great singers to be appreciated, and not a lot of preparation is needed. Three or four well known carols in each place is enough, and include the reading of a few verses from the Bible about the birth of Jesus. Take along some Christmas mince pies or candy to give out before you leave.


	Children
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	Haka
Print off some pictures of people doing a haka, or download and play a YouTube clip like this one of the Ka Mate haka (1 min 6 sec).
Who has seen the performance of a haka?

Where have you seen it? 

Does your school have a Kapa Haka group? (Can you tell us about it… and how it showcases Maori performing arts and culture?)
What is a haka for?

The haka is not just a war dance or just to get people fired up before sports matches. It can be used to express a range of strong collective feelings. Sometimes there is a haka at a funeral to express how sad people are. At other times there is a haka at events like a graduation from University to express pride that someone has achieved so well. A haka can used to welcome someone, or it can also be a sign of appreciation.

On Christmas Day 200 years ago a man called Samuel Marsden told the Maori people of the Bay of Islands about how Jesus was born in Bethlehem. He explained how Jesus was God’s Son and he came to forgive us and offer us new life. His sermon was preached on the beach at Oihi Bay and it was the first time the gospel had been preached anywhere in New Zealand. 

After his sermon three or four hundred Maori gathered around Marsden and broke into a haka as a sign of appreciation.
Their haka went like this: (there is a short clip of this haka on the Te Rongopai DVD below)
Ka nukunuku
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Ka nukunuku

Titore ki nga tai o Tokerau

E hora ne

Me he Pipiwhararauroa

Takota te pai 
Takota te pai

In English it means:

It is moving

It is shifting

Gaze upon the tides of Tokerau

Spread before us 

Like the Pipiwhararauroa

It is good 

All is well

The haka mentions the pipiwhararauroa (the New Zealand shining cuckoo bird)) which returns to New Zealand each spring after spending winter the tropics. When you hear its piercing song you know that spring is coming. So the haka was a very appropriate one for the coming of the gospel, because it refers to hope and new beginnings.
(If you want to practise chanting the haka, “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 25 December suggests that this could be included as part of a Christmas Day family service.)
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Free lectionary PowerPoint images 

by Dorothy Okray from http://freechurchresource.com
Images for use with Christmas carols and Advent hymns 

from hymnsight.

Google images for 

· Haka

· Annunciation

Cartoons from reverend fun

· Christmas Eve
· Excited
· Finding a hotel
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	DVD

Te Rongopai 

Historian Dr Stuart Lange has produced this five part documentary DVD which tells the story of the gospel in New Zealand from Samuel Marsden forwards. Every New Zealander should know this story and every New Zealand church should own this DVD. 

The five chapters are:

1. Christian beginnings 16 mins

2. Breakthrough 18 mins

3. Christianity and the Treaty 5 mins

4. Christianity and colonial complications 9 mins

5. To the present 16 mins

“History that lives. An essential part of the New Zealand story. A rare combination of excellent story-telling and sound scholarship.” Professor Paul Moon (Historian).
The DVD is available for purchase at $20 (GST incl.) per copy, plus $5 P+P from the New Zealand Christian Network website (where you can also watch a trailer.) Great for showing in churches, home-groups, youth groups, and for home viewing.

Mission Resourcing has one copy available for free loan. Contact: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
Publications
Te Rongapai 1814 

eds Allan Davidson, Stuart Lange et al (Auckland: General Synod office of the Anglican Church, 2014)

A publication of bicentenary reflections on Christian beginnings and developments in Aotearaoa/ New Zealand. This collection of essays is based on presentations originally given to a conference held in Waitangi in November 2012.

Available at $30 + P&P from the from the Anglican General Synod office. Email: gensec@anglicanchurch.org.nz
The Chronicles of Paki
Alison Condon and Gina Taggart (Tauranga: Big Book Publishing, 2014)
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New Zealand’s untold story. A series of five children’s picture books have been published to tell the pioneer missionary and Maori stories. 

“Step back into New Zealand 200 years ago and learn about the relationship forged between two incredibly different cultures – European and Maori. Read about the hardships and determination of the first missionaries who came to New Zealand. Hear about the positive change that came to Maori as the story of the Gospel unfolded before them. Find out about the mistakes that were made and the victories that were won. Grasp an understanding of the power for good the Gospel has for the human family, as proven in the golden witness given by Maori as they turned away from intense superstition and tribal warfare towards a new way of peace… this is New Zealand’s untold story.”

The five titles are:

1. Te Powhiri – the Welcome

2. Te Pahi – the Adventurer

3. Ruatara – and the New Beginning

4. Patuone – the Peacemaker

5. Elizabeth Colenso – the Teacher

These books are ideal for families, schools, kids’ church and libraries. For ages 8+. They are priced at $19.95 each or $64.95 for the set (delivered in New Zealand) and can be bought from www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz
The years before Waitangi

Patricia Bawden (Auckland, Published by the author, 1987)
A story of early Maori/European contact in New Zealand. Fourth reprint 2006. 

Material from letters, journals and books written by early European visitors to Aotearoa/ New Zealand is brought together to give a glimpse of the culture and life-style of Maori and Europeans prior to signing of the Treaty of Waitangi.

Available at $30 + P&P from the Secretary, Marsden Cross Trust Board, PO Box 37944, Parnell, Auckland. Email: mctb@xtra.co.nz
Websites
· gospel2014 The official website for the commemoration of the gospel bicentenary in Aotearoa/ New Zealand
· NZ Christian Network Bicentennial information and statement from the churches
· hope project The Hope Project is a gentle Gospel project to mark the bicentenary of the Gospel in Aotearoa.
· nzcms.org.nz Bicentennial resources from the NZ Church Missionary Society

The Bible Society of New Zealand
· Bible Society Christmas cards are available this year with a bicentennial theme 
· A short bicentennial video (8 min) Has been produced and is downloadable from YouTube
· Sermon notes for Bible month (formerly Bible Sunday) in July this year had a bicentennial theme
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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