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MAGDALENE




Sunday 20 April 2014
Easter Day
Year A - Easter Day - 31A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Jeremiah 31.1-6 The Lord promises that Israel will return to God and be rebuilt. “… all your tribes will again be my people, and I will be your God.”
or Acts 10.34-43 Peter takes the gospel to the Gentiles. He tells them, “Jesus was put to death on a cross. But three days later, God raised him to life.”
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 The psalmist praises the Lord whose mercy and strength bring salvation and victory.
Colossians 3.1-4 Paul tells us that we have been raised with Christ to new life. Therefore we should think about heavenly things and this will bring meaning to our lives. 
Matthew 28.1-10 The women went to the tomb before daybreak. An angel rolled away the stone revealing the body had gone. He said, “God has raised him to life.” As they hurried from the tomb Jesus met them.
or John 20.1-18 Early in the morning Mary discovered the stone rolled away from the tomb. She told the disciples who rushed to the scene and found the tomb empty. The resurrected Christ then appeared to Mary.

Anzac Day
Next Friday 25 April is Anzac Day. This is usually recognised in our churches on the nearest Sunday, which will be next Sunday 27 April.
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Introduction / Background
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	Resurrection 
Easter Day is the celebration of the resurrection of Christ and the high point of the church year. In your planning, do all you can to make today’s service a colourful one, full of joy and enthusiasm. I like to start off with the traditional triumphant proclamation:

                          Christ is risen!

To which I get the congregation to respond:

                          He is risen indeed!
You may need to repeat it several times to get everyone up to full volume. 
All four gospels go into some detail about the events surrounding the resurrection. (Mark’s account in chapter 16 finishes abruptly and the last part is a later addition.)  By using this parallels tool from the University of Toronto you will be able to compare today’s passage concerning the women at the tomb from Matthew 28.1-10 with the other equivalent accounts (Mark 16.1-8; Luke 24.1-12 and John 20.1-10). It quickly becomes apparent that each gospel tells its own story. Only Matthew mentions the earthquake. There are variously one angel, two angels, and a young man at the tomb. John’s gospel has Mary alone at the tomb and so on… 
Just like the various written newspaper reports about the royal visit, the basic facts are the same but each account differs depending where the reporter was and what information came to hand. 
One of the remarkable things that all the accounts have in common is that the first witnesses of the resurrection were women. Within the time and culture of the ministry of Jesus, the place of women was seen as subordinate and their testimony deemed untrustworthy. Yet in the gospel story they are the ones who remain faithful to Jesus until the end, are the eye-witnesses of Christ’s death, and the first to receive news of his resurrection. This speaks volumes about the bias in the ministry of Jesus toward the powerless and downtrodden. It has implications for the true ministry of the church,
The place of Mary Magdalene in the gospel story has long been a source of both fascination and speculation. Cynthia Bourgeault’s book The meaning of Mary Magdalene: Discovering the woman at the heart of Christianity (Boston & London: Shambhala, 2010), gives a unique, scholarly and post-modern examination of the way scripture, tradition and art has dealt with Mary Magdalene.

What’s the BIG idea?
We come today to the end of our Lent / Easter series “What’s the BIG Idea?” The whole series is outlined below: 

9 March
Romans 5.12-19
Grace

16 March 
Romans 4.1-5; 13-17
Faith

23 March
Romans 5.1-11
Reconciliation

30 March
Ephesians 5.8-14
Belonging  

6 April

Romans 8.6-11
Christ in us

13 April
Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29 Palm Sunday 



18 April 
John 18.1-19.42          Good Friday               
20 April 
Matthew 28.1-10         Easter Day 


Looking ahead

As we enter the season of Easter we will continue our journey through the Epistle stream of the lectionary and commence a new series from the first letter of Peter:
Being God’s people

27 April
We have hope

            1 Peter 1.3-9

4 May

We have been rescued
1 Peter 1.17-23

11 May
We suffer


1 Peter 2.19-25

18 May
We are chosen

1 Peter 2.2-10

25 May
We have a ready answer
1 Peter 3.13-22

1 June
            We are tested

            1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, which follows the reading from John’s gospel: Year A – Easter Day – 31A (24 April 2011.) 
Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions 
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	In the ancient world of the Jews, Sabbath observance dominated the weekly round of events. No work was done on the Sabbath and, it seems, most of the normal activities were deemed to be work. Sabbath observance is the background to our reading from the Matthew’s gospel today. 

If we go back to the fateful scene of the crucifixion we are told that before the Sabbath began, on the day of preparation, the soldiers sought to hasten the deaths of those being crucified by breaking their legs. That way the bodies could be taken down and buried before the Sabbath came. In the event, when they came to do their gruesome task, the soldiers found Jesus to be already dead.

It was Joseph from Arimathea who boldly approached Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus for burial. Joseph was a member of the powerful Jewish Council (called the Sanhedrin). He was rich. He was also a secret disciple of Jesus. Having been granted permission, he wrapped the body in burial cloth and laid it in his own rock tomb. With sunset came the Sabbath, and the enforced time of rest all of the next day and until day-break the following day. 

Among the followers of Jesus were some particularly devoted women. They had remained at the foot of the cross when most of Jesus’ followers had fled in fear. We imagine that they spent the Sabbath with the disciples waiting behind closed doors in the upper room. They were anxious and despairing, but their devotion was undiminished. While it was yet still dark, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses left for the tomb. They were intent on embalming the body Jesus with burial spices. This was to be their final act of homage and respect and they wanted to be at the tomb when the sun came up signalling the end of the Sabbath. It would be their first opportunity to do something to assuage their grief after a miserable day spent waiting.  
As they came into view of Joseph’s tomb a sequence of remarkable events began. First of all a strong earthquake shook the ground on which they were standing. A dazzling angel appeared, bright like lightning, and rolled the stone away from the tomb. He then sat on it facing them. The soldiers, who were present because they had been posted to guard the tomb, fell to the ground paralysed with fear. 
The angel reassured the women with news of the resurrection, “You’re looking for Jesus who died on a cross. He is not here. He has been raised from death just like he said.”
The angel invited the women to look in the empty tomb. He then instructed them to hurry and go to the disciples to tell them of the resurrection. “Tell them that Jesus us going ahead and will meet them up in Galilee.”
The women were all a dither, filled with wonder… and, for the first time in days, filled with joy! They were rejoicing! 

They had a new lightness in their step. Losing no time, they started to run back to the disciples, but they were stopped in their tracks when the risen Jesus met them. He greeted them with the word, “Rejoice!”
And, rejoice they did! 
They fell at his feet and worshipped him. 
Jesus repeated the message of the angel, “Go and tell the others to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.”
Here, in Matthew’s gospel, we have the foundation of both the Christian faith and of the church. The resurrected Christ is that foundation. This Easter Day we declare that he is the source of our joy and of our hope. 
In the gospel story about these devoted women heading from the tomb we can find  several applications for us in our own situation and in our own day:
Meet Christ
Matthew records, “Suddenly Jesus met them and greeted them.” (Matthew 28.9a)
As the women headed on their way they met with the risen Lord. In the same way we may we meet with him. We’re not talking about meeting him in the pages of a book, or meeting him in history, but encountering the risen Christ in our present experience. The truth about the resurrection is that Christ is alive now and he is still in the business of encountering ordinary people.

We can reach out to him and encounter him in prayer. There will be those this Easter Day who find themselves in deep sorrow, others in great joy, some full of anxiety and other elated by their particular circumstances.  Whatever situation you are facing this Easter, invite the risen Lord into it with you and see the difference his presence makes.
Meet the Christ and…
Worship him
They went near him, held on to his feet, and worshiped him. (Matthew 28.9b)
Easter Day is a time to worship. God has demonstrated his power in raising Jesus from the grave. The final enemy, death, has been defeated. Christ is risen as the first-born from the dead. 
This has enormous implications. Death has lost its finality. It changes the way that we view life. Our present life is only a parenthesis in the span of eternity. The Creator God who rules over time and space is at hand. He has made himself known in his Son Jesus. It is time to worship: to acknowledge his greatness to marvel at his grace in bringing this good news to us. 
Let us meet the Christ, worship him and…
Go where he tells us
Jesus said, “… Tell my followers to go to Galilee. They will see me there.” (Matthew 28.10)
What a privilege for these devoted women to be the first to receive the news of the resurrection. And how appropriate that the news should come first to them. They are entrusted the task of telling Peter, James, John and the others. Their first instruction is to share this good news with others.
So it is when we meet the resurrected Lord. We are told to go. We are to spread the good news of the resurrection. Whatever we were doing before, our new mission is to go where he tells us. A new adventure starts here. We never know exactly where it will lead, but we do know that he has gone ahead of us and will meet us again in the future 


	Illustrations
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	A buried seed

Jesus uses a seed as a metaphor to explain death and resurrection:

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.  John 12.24 (NLT) 

For a seed to be able to spring into new life it has to be planted into the ground and buried. It looks dry and lifeless – dead. But the act of burial causes it to spring into new life and be fruitful.

We can’t have a resurrection without a death. The resurrection of Christ beings new life and hope to us all.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Movies with a resurrection theme:
· The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (2005 - PG) by New Zealand director Andrew Adamson. Aslan is resurrected by the “deeper magic” after being killed at the stone table. You might consider showing this clip in the service as an introduction to today’s theme
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 - M) A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ, including his unexpected death. The resurrection is depicted by means of his organs being donated to give new life to others. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.)
· Son of God (2014 - yet to be rated) The New Zealand release date is 15 May so you’ll have to plan a trip to the cinema to see this one. It is a spin-off from an American TV mini-series. The trailer looks impressive. 


	Creativity  /

Visual Aids
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	Easter Day station -  A stone
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A stone over the tomb was put there to prevent any movement in or out. It was simply rolled away. It was no match for the resurrection power of God. What are the stones that need rolling away in our own experience so that resurrection life can come to us?

At each station you will need: 
A large stone

The following instructions printed out in large type

INSTRUCTIONS

Read from the Bible

On Sunday morning while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran to Simon Peter and to Jesus' favourite disciple and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb! We don’t know where they have put him.”

John 20.1-2 CEV (or you could use Matthew 28.1-4; Mark 16.1-4 or Luke 24.1-3)

Activity

The gospel records that a large stone covered the tomb… but it had been rolled away.

Gently roll the stone and ask yourself “Are there things that stop me experiencing the new life I should have in Christ?”

Consider for a moment:

Do I harbour doubts that cripple my faith?

Are there sins that are in need of confession so I can find forgiveness?

Do I harbour a grudge and need to forgive someone else?

Are there habits that I need to break?

Pray

Lord Jesus, 

by your resurrection power come today and roll away my stones. 

Fill me with resurrection hope and new life. 

Amen.

© From the e-book by  Andrew Gamman & Caroline Bindon, Stations for Lent and Easter (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2014) – used with permission


	Music

AA: Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP: Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1: The Source

S2: The Source 2

S3: The Source 3
S4: The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV: With heart and Voice
WOV: With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks H&P 250; SIS 276; CMP 30; S1 4
Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! S1 67

Christ is alive AA15

Christ is risen! Hallelujah MHB 206; CMP 74

God sent his son CMP 52; S2 701

Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is Lord H&P 256; SIS 49; CMP 220; S1 158
He is risen S4 1843

He’s alive S4 1854
How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

If we died with him SIS 354

I live, I live SIS 411; CMP 282; 

In Christ alone S3 1311

I serve a risen Saviour CMP 295

Jesus Christ is risen today MHB 205; WOV 280; CMP 357; S1 276

Jesus stand among us (Pennefather)  MHB 684; H&P 530; CMP 380

Jesus stand among us (Kendrick) CMP 381

Lord I lift your name in high CMP 881; S1 330

Low in the grave he lay MHB 211; H&P 202; CMP 453; S1 345
My Lord, my Master can it be? WHV 47
We place you SIS 525; S3 1588

Where the light of Easter Day  HIOS 153

Yours (Thine) be the glory MHB 213; WOV 303; H&P 212; CMP 689; S1 510



	Prayers
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	Easter Sunday greetings

Christ has risen!


He has risen indeed!

And all around us there are reminders of life:


People alongside us breathing, shuffling a little, 



getting their limbs already to stand or sit.
There are children who have grown visibly since we saw them last: becoming marginally taller, 


more co-ordinated, 



more literate, 




more articulate.

There are fresh flowers, 


arranged by loving hands into shapes and patterns of beauty

There are signs of changing seasons outside as we arrived: 


the beginnings, the faint beginnings of a colder feel to the air, 



a slightly darker shade of green on trees 




as they begin to think about winter wardrobes.

There are things we know now that we did not know last week… things about life in our city (town), 


life in New Zealand, 



life around the world.

These and more are signs of hope: and change: and renewal.

There are also signs of aging.


Perhaps a twinge and a reminder that what once was easy 



now needs just a little more effort


Perhaps a hint that our bodies are slightly creakier, 



slightly less able to take anything that we feed them, 



slightly more dependent on pills and doctors…

There are memories of people who have passed on: 


whose lives touched ours, whose contributions matter:

And these are quiet reminders that one day 


we too will face the end of life was we know it.

We worship the God who loves us: who calls into fullness of life now

and in whom Jesus of Nazareth showed us that is not all there is:


there is more to life than this life


there is life yet to come



for Christ is risen: 

                        he is ris’n indeed.   
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)                 
Collect

Most glorious God, 

who on this day delivered us 

by the mighty resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

and made your whole creation new: 

grant that we who celebrate with joy 

his rising from the dead 

may be raised from the death of sin 

to the life of righteousness; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

Breathe 

The rhythm of breath – drawing air in, and sighing it out –

pulses in all of creation, O Lord

It is a simple sign of the resurrection;

of the life that cannot be quenched,

even by death itself.

We know what it is to breathe, Jesus

our lives depend on it

even as they depend on You

Risen, Alive and Present;

So, breathe into us again, Lord Jesus, we pray

breathe the life that never dies,

breathe the hope that never despairs

breathe the courage that never turns back

breathe the joy that never stops singing

Breathe into us, Lord Jesus, and teach us to sing,

to worship, with every breath

And to live the inspiration that is Your resurrection.
Amen.

© John van de Laar  www.sacredise.com  (used with permission)
Psalm 118 (selection) 
Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good,
    and his love is eternal.

Let the people of Israel say,
    “His love is eternal.”

The Lord makes me powerful and strong;
    he has saved me.

Listen to the glad shouts of victory in the tents of God's people:
    “The Lord's mighty power has done it!
    His power has brought us victory—
    his mighty power in battle!”

I will not die; instead, I will live
    and proclaim what the Lord has done.

Open to me the gates of the Temple;
    I will go in and give thanks to the Lord!

This is the gate of the Lord;
    only the righteous can come in.

I praise you, Lord, because you heard me,
    because you have given me victory.

The stone which the builders rejected as worthless
    turned out to be the most important of all.

This was done by the Lord;
    what a wonderful sight it is!

This is the day of the Lord's victory;
    let us be happy, let us celebrate!

Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society
Confession of faith with actions

Christ has died;   (arms out-stretched  - ‘T’ shape)
Christ is risen;     (one arm raised straight up - finger pointed)
Christ will come again. (both arms raised  - ‘Y’ shape)



	Communal 

Sharing
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	Sunrise service
Many churches have a tradition of a sunrise communion service on Easter Day. With the sun rising at 6.50am (NZ northern time – add half an hour for Otago) this year that will mean a 6.30am start time for your service. Keep the service brief. If possible have it outdoors so you can see the sunrise. Hilltop and beachfront services are always memorable. Be sure to make children feel welcome. I’ve found that children and teens especially like the adventure of getting up before sunrise for a special service.

Follow your service with a fellowship breakfast back at the church hall.


	Children
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	Easter Egg Hunt

Buy a few packets of small wrapped chocolate eggs and hide them around the church (inside or out depending on what space you want to use.)

Explain to the children that even before the time of Jesus, eggs were given at this time of year in the Northern Hemisphere as a spring-time gift. They remind us of chickens hatching and new life. On the outside eggs look lifeless, like a stone. But, out of eggs come little yellow fluffy chickens. New life. Really that’s quite surprising. Easter is all about surprises. 

When people killed Jesus by nailing him to a cross they thought he was finished. They put his body in a tomb and rolled a stone in front of it.  But that wasn’t the end. They were in for a big surprise because God raised him to life again. Just like new life comes out of an egg, Jesus was made alive again and came out of the grave. When the women went to his grave, in our reading from the gospel today, an angel said to them, “He isn’t here! God has raised him to life, just as Jesus said he would.” (Matthew 28.6 - CEV). So the Easter egg is a symbol of the new life that comes through Christ at Easter. 
We’ve hidden eggs all around the church. Your mission is to find them. But do make sure you share them out so that everyone gets one - especially the younger children.
More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll down for children’s worship bulletin  in MS Word


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for: 
· Empty tomb
· Resurrection of Jesus

Cartoons from Reverendfun

· Death and taxes
· Resurrection songs
Christ’s resurrection in Christian art

· Sandro Botticelli, 1490 

· El Greco, 1579
· Rembrandt, 1639
· Peter Paul Rubens, 1611-1612
The Empty tomb

The story of the resurrection from thebricktestament.com in 24 slides.
YouTube clip 

Jesu ee ho – A joyful Kenyan song that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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