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Sunday 2 February 2014
What does the Lord require?
Year A - Epiphany 4 - 12A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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Te Tiriti o Waitangi
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John Wesley

	Micah 6.1-8 The Lord challenges his people to please him by being obedient. “And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6.8.
Psalm 15 A psalm of David which states that moral integrity is required of worshippers of the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 1.18-31 The message of the cross appears foolish to those who are lost but for those who are being saved it is God’s power at work.
Matthew 5.1-12 Jesus begins his Sermon on the Mount by telling of the blessings of God’s upside down kingdom.

Waitangi Day
This coming Thursday is the day we commemorate the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, New Zealand's founding document. The treaty was signed between representatives of the British Crown and Maori chiefs on 6 February in 1840.

Alternative readings for Waitangi Day:
Deuteronomy 10.12-21
Psalm 144.9-15
1 Corinthians 1.26-31
Matthew 6.19-24
Covenant Service

John Wesley encouraged those in the new Methodist Movement to make their own “covenant” with God and to renew it periodically. It is customary to use a Sunday early in the New Year for this purpose. The idea of an actual “Covenant Service” originated with a service that he conducted in a French church in Spitalfields, East London. His journal contains this recollection of the event:

"I mentioned to the congregation another means of increasing serious religion which had been frequently practiced by our forefathers, namely, the joining in a covenant to serve God with all our heart and with all our soul. I explained this for several mornings, and on Friday, many of us kept a fast to the Lord, beseeching him to give us wisdom and strength, to make a promise unto the Lord our God and keep it. 

"On Monday... I explained once more the nature of such an engagement and the manner of doing it acceptably to God. 

"At six in the evening we met for that purpose. After I had recited the tenor of the covenant proposed, all those who desired to give testimony of their entrance into this covenant stood up, to the number of about 1,800 persons. Such a night I scarce ever saw before. Surely the fruit of it shall remain forever."

A complete service for Covenant Sunday can be found in the “10 Minutes” archives 5 February 2012 (Year B - Epiphany 5 - 13B)
Alternative readings for Covenant Sunday:
Jeremiah 31.31-33  or Deuteronomy 7.7-11
Psalm 25.4-15 
Romans 12.1-2  
John 15.1-8 


	Introduction / Summary
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	It is possible to weave together three strands for today’s service. Our passage from the prophet Micah, especially its theme of justice, combines very well with both an observation of the Treaty of Waitangi and a Covenant service. 
In the archived Refresh section of the website you will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A - Epiphany 4 - 12A (30 January 2011). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Of course there are many issues of justice that could be addressed in a message like this. I have mentioned the Treaty of Waitangi, because of the date, and extreme poverty because I believe this is the biggest global challenge. However, you may wish to address other important issues like the NZ Methodist Let the Children Live ten year vision. 
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William Law 1686-1761


	“…what does the Lord require of you?


To act justly 


and to love mercy 


and to walk humbly with your God” 

            Micah 6.8 (New International Version)
The first two parts of this requirement concern our relationships with other people: “To act justly and to love mercy”. The last concerns our relationship with God: “to walk humbly with your God.” According to the New Testament we are not likely to love God who we cannot see, unless we love people who we can see (1 John 4.20).
This religion of the biblical prophets is very practical. It is geared to everyday life

What does the Lord require of you?


To act justly 


and to love mercy 


and to walk humbly with your God

You see, “What does the Lord require of you?” is the most important question that a person can ask in their life. The whole of our lives, what we do, and say and how we act, should hinge on its answer. Whatever our nationality, whatever our theology, whatever our social status, whatever our abilities – we cannot go wrong in life if we but act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God

We plough through the early books of the First Testament and find hundreds of rules and rituals, to which the religious leaders added thousands more. In one sweep of the arm the prophet Micah wipes them all off the table and says this is what is required: act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.  
Seven hundred years after Micah, Jesus did something similar. The Pharisees had people tied up in knots with all their rules and regulations, and one of them came to Jesus asking what was most the important commandment. He cleared the table with the sweeping statement: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind… and love others as much as you love yourself… all the Law and the Prophets are based on these two commands”.
That really is a parallel statement to the Micah’s one. It sure sounds a lot easier than a host of regulations and rituals. And it is… in the sense that it is certainly a lot easier to understand. One translation puts the Micah verse this way, “Be just and kind and live in quiet fellowship with God.”

Well that sounds pretty easy, and comfortable! It was a message repeated by many of the prophets. We find it in Amos and Isaiah… but we discover that it is anything but comfortable. It is gritty and demanding and costly. But it is what the Lord requires. What does the Lord require of you?
Act justly
To act justly means to measure up to an acceptable standard. The word used by Micah was the common word for judgement or a judicial verdict. This justice is part of the nature of God. It comes from God. It means to abide by the will of God, for “just and true are his ways” writes John (Revelation 15.3). Justice is the standard by which God measures people. We often find it in scripture in a couplet with holiness (justice and holiness) or with devotion (justice and devotion). A characteristic of the predicted Messiah is that “he will bring justice” (Isaiah 42). On the negative side justice requires punishment for evil, for God cannot remain indifferent to evil and unfairness. On the positive side, justice seeks loving consideration of others. It pleads “the cause of the poor and needy.” (Jeremiah 22.16).
As we come to the commemoration of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi this Thursday it is right to acknowledge that there are issues of justice involved here. By this agreement the Maori chiefs gave the British Crown the right to govern the country in return for full protection of their lands, fisheries, forests, villages, culture and treasures. Clearly over most of the following 130 years the Crown largely ignored the Treaty and breaches were numerous. It was only with the establishment of the Waitangi Tribunal in 1975 that the government began the process of seeking just resolution by investigating grievances and apologising and starting to put things right by giving back Maori land that was wrongly taken or making compensation payments.

While the Treaty of Waitangi high-lights issues of justice in our own land, the advent of extreme poverty is an issue of justice with a global scale. The fact that some good progress has been made to address this issue is of little comfort to the one billion people who remain trapped in extreme poverty. The meagre contribution of our own government in overseas aid (0.28% of Gross National Income) reflects shamefully on all of us. 
Love mercy

Mercy in this passage translates a rich Hebrew word that we have met before. It  is hard to convey the meaning in one English word. Several times the King James Version translates it with the lovely Old English word “lovingkindness”. Bringing different shades of meaning, it is also rendered “steadfast love” and “loyalty”.  
God is merciful. While grace deals with human guilt, mercy deals with human misery. One of the most repeated statements in the Bible is that “the mercy of God endures forever”. God’s people are also charged with this task of showing mercy

“Be merciful as your Father is also merciful,” instructs Jesus (Luke 6.36) and “God blesses those people who are merciful, for they shall be shown mercy” (Matthew 5.7). A sensitivity to God’s will causes Christians to have their emotions moved by the misfortune of others. All this is the very reverse of self-centredness. Mercy takes us beyond ourselves and calls us to help people from whom we have nothing to gain. Mercy is out-going love, the ability to get right into another person’s situation, to see though their eyes, to feel with their mind. It is associated with pity, but it is much more than pity because mercy is an identification with others that results in action.
Walk humbly
Humility doesn’t mean putting ourselves down, but seeing ourselves correctly and rightly. The key is in the phrase “with your God”.  In light of God, my Creator, being alongside of me, who am I and what are my abilities?  We cannot help but conclude, along with Samuel Brengle, (below) “the axe cannot boast of the trees it has cut down. It could do nothing without the woodsman. He made it, he sharpened it, he used it.”

Jesus took a child and taught us, “whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:4) and he taught, “learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29) and “Whoever humbles themselves will be exalted” on the last day (Matthew 23.12).
The call to humility is, of necessity, a call to help the needy. William Law was an Anglican priest and a devotional writer who had a strong influence on John and Charles Wesley. He worked establishing schools and homes for the aged and needy in England and wrote about humility. William was very keen to see the Christian faith impact people’s practical daily lives. In considering humility, he encouraged Christians to:

1.
Cover the frailties of others

2.
Love the qualities of others

3.
Encourage the virtues of others

4.
Relieve the wants of others

5.
Rejoice in the fortunes of others

6.
Be compassionate in the distress of others

7.
Receive the friendship of others

8.
Overlook the unkindness of others

9.
Forgive the malice of others

10.
Be a servant of others, not shirking lowly tasks

The other thing that we note about the instruction concerning humility in Micah 6.8 is that is a matter of walking. The whole of Christian life is wrapped up in this metaphor! That’s why we talk about the Christian ‘journey’. 
There is no standing still in the Christian life. We are a people of action, on the move, walking humbly with our God. It’s a lovely picture. 

What does the Lord require of you?

To act justly 

and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.
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Dr Dave Jenkins 
hits the surf
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Samuel Brengle
1860-1936
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	Love mercy - Dave Jenkins and SurfAid International
Dave Jenkins is a Kiwi who trained as a doctor and got a job in Gisborne. Gisborne suited him fine, because Dave is also a keen surfer. However, when he was offered a six figure salary to take a position in Singapore as a director of a corporate health project he left Gisborne and moved offshore. During some time off work he chartered a luxury boat and took it to Indonesia’s remote Mentawai Islands. The surf magazines had featured some of the best surf in the world around the Islands, so he was taking time to surf and relax

While he was there he became aware that many of the people of the Mentawai Islands, sometimes only metres away from him, were suffering from easily preventable diseases. He offered to come back and treat some of them. When he returned hundreds of people came, some from many kilometres away, to get treatment

In the Mentawai Islands every family is affected directly or indirectly by malaria. 
He found that fifty percent of the children die from preventable diseases before the age of five! Dave decided to set up a volunteer organisation to work in the Mentawai Islands. He called it Surf Aid International. They began work in 2001 by targeting areas to distribute insecticide-treated mosquito nets. A natural pyrethrum insecticide stays active in the net for five years and the mosquitoes that spread malaria only bite at night, so the nets are very effective. They educated the locals about the disease and offered drugs to those who already had it.
An impregnated mosquito net can save the life of a child. And it costs just six dollars. The drug to control malaria is cheap and safe, and the cost of treatment can be as low as eight cents a dose. Within one year there was a seventy-five percent reduction in malaria related deaths! 

Dave has drawn support from the surfing community including the surf companies Quicksilver and Billabong. SurfAid’s aim is to improve the health, wellbeing and self-reliance of people living in isolated regions and now has 74 full time staff, most of whom are Indonesian nationals. 
Walk humbly – Samuel Brengle
In the latter half of the nineteenth century revival services were the order of the day in America. When the revival came to the small town of Olney, Illinois, fifteen year old Samuel went forward to begin his life as a new Christian. Shortly afterwards when he got into a disagreement with another student, he responded by punching him in the mouth. Samuel then realised that his salvation had not resulted in as thorough-going change as he had hoped!
During his time at university in Indiana Samuel developed a reputation for being both a brilliant scholar and a talented orator. After graduation he became a circuit preacher of the Methodist Church. Then came a time of further study at Boston Theological Seminary, eventually graduating with Doctorate in Divinity. Samuel was ambitious. He wanted to be a famous American preacher. Eventually, he did receive a flattering offer of the pastorate of the largest Methodist Church in the northern part of Indiana. But by then Samuel felt that God was leading him to work with the Salvation Army.  He heard General William Booth speak and his evangelical open-air preaching held a great appeal. Samuel was strangely moved and thought, “This is the work for me”. 

So it was that he went to England, and personally offered himself to General Booth. When he got there Booth accepted his services reluctantly. He said to Samuel, "You've been your own boss for so long that I think you will not want to submit to Salvation Army discipline.”

He put Samuel on trial and he set him to work cleaning the boots of other trainees. Initially Samuel was discouraged and doubted his call. But then he remembered Jesus washing the feet of his disciples and thought, “If Jesus can wash feet I can shine shoes.” 
During his six months of training in London he witnessed the desperate plight of the poor and the homeless. When his training was completed he returned to America where he had a preaching ministry in Boston. His preaching gift was unique and he became a noted holiness preacher, even visiting New Zealand on one of his preaching trips. 
One night, a drunk man attended one of his meetings and was ejected for being disruptive. This angered the man to such an extent that he threw a paving brick which struck Samuel on the head.  It nearly killed him. For the next eighteen months he was unable to preach.  Instead he wrote, becoming one of the great ‘holiness’ writers of the beginning of the twentieth century. His wife painted on that paving brick the words (from the story of Joseph), “you meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”

On one occasion at a speaking engagement he was introduced as “the great Doctor Brengle”. He went home and wrote in his private diary, 


“If I appear great in their eyes, the Lord is most graciously 


helping me to see how absolutely nothing I am without him, 


and helping me to keep little in my own eyes. He does use 


me. But… the axe cannot boast of the trees it has cut down. 


It could do nothing without the woodsman. He made it, he 


sharpened it, he used it. The moment he throws it aside, it 


becomes only old iron. O that I may never lose sight of this.”
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	The Micah Challenge
Has your church added its name to the Micah Call? Based on Micah 6.8 the Micah Call is a global petition, and a statement of belief that now is a time when poverty can be challenged:

This is a moment in history of unique potential, when the stated intentions of world leaders echo something of the mind of the Biblical prophets and the teachings of Jesus concerning the poor, and when we have the means to dramatically reduce poverty.

We commit ourselves, as followers of Jesus, to work together for the holistic transformation of our communities, to pursue justice, be passionate about kindness and to walk humbly with God.

We call on international and national decision-makers of both rich and poor nations, to fulfil their public promise to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and so halve absolute global poverty by 2015.

We call on Christians everywhere to be agents of hope for and with the poor, and to work with others to hold our national and global leaders accountable in securing a more just and merciful world.

Go to the Micah Challenge website where you can add your voice to the call to change global poverty and download a Micah Challenge brochure.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids


	As an introduction to our passage from Micah today, display the three images below by projecting, or printing in your newsletter. See if people can guess the one word that is represented by each image. 

The first is a symbol for Justice – Lady Justice (Themis – the goddess of justice) is depicted blindfolded for objectivity. The scales represent the balance of reason and the sword the weight of her authority.
Florence Nightingale with her lamp famously made the rounds of wounded soldiers by night during the Crimean War. She laid the foundation of modern nursing and her image is a symbol of Mercy.

Christ washed the feet of his disciples to give an example of how we should serve one another. The picture is a symbol of Humility.
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	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC = Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

WOV = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23

Blessed are the humble S2 646

Bring in your new world HIOS 13
Broken the body FFS 8
      (confession - 3rd text can be used as a prayer for solo voice or alternating with collective)

Can I ascend S1 63

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Come let us use the grace divine MHB 749; H&P 649
Deep in the human heart HIOS 19
God of justice S4 1818

God weeps FFS 30

Hear the call of the kingdom S4 1845

Heaven shall not wait S1 151

He has shown you SIS 59

Humble yourselves SIS 116

In the cross of Christ I glory MHB 183; WOV 265; H&P 167; CMP 338
Ma te marie a te Atua
WOV 679   
O Master let me walk with thee MHB 600; WOV 522; H&P 802

Tama ngakau marie  WOV 633; AA 128

      (to be sung in te reo Maori - Traditional Maori hymn)                        

The Kingdom of God is justice and joy H&P 139; CMP 651

This, this is the God we adore MHB 69  
What does the Lord require WOV 568; H&P 414

What shall I bring S4 2131

What shall we offer our good Lord MHB 784; WOV 362; H&P 807

Wounded world FFS 80


	Prayers

	Waitangi Day Opening Sentences

Whakamoemititia a Ihowa. Whakamoemititia, e nga pononga a Ihowa, Whakamoemititia te ingoa o Ihowa.

(Praise the Lord. You servants of the Lord, praise his name.)

Kia whakapaingia te ingoa o Ihowa aianei a ake, ake.

(May his name be praised, now and forever.)

Collect

God of grace, 

through the mediation of your Son, 

you call us into a new covenant. 

Help us therefore to draw near with faith 

and join ourselves in a perpetual covenant with you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

Psalm 15

Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?
Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right,
      speaking the truth from sincere hearts.

Those who refuse to gossip
      or harm their neighbours
      or speak evil of their friends.
Those who despise flagrant sinners,
      and honour the faithful followers of the Lord,
      and keep their promises even when it hurts.
Those who lend money without charging interest,
      and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
Such people will stand firm forever.
New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. 
A prayer for humility

Creator of the foundations of the earth,

May I wear the jersey of humility 

with a self-knowledge found in the simple life style.

Let those who quest for power and privilege 

realise their deepest desires 

are met, not in worshipping their own ego, 

or putting others down, 

instead in a contemplation 

of parenting a maturity in others, 

to let the meek inherit the earth, 

through our courage to scrum together. 

Amen.

© John Howell – From Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Parish Union Church, 2009)  - used with permission


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Bible verses

Committing verses of the Bible to memory was a discipline more popular in a previous generation than in our own. See if there are members of your congregation who memorised verses as children in Sunday School or church. Ask them to stand and recite their verse in your service and to tell people how long ago it was when they memorised it.


	Children
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	Memory verse
Today I want to talk about three important words. They are words that are important to God.

The first one is Justice – which is about being fair and honest
The second is Mercy – which is about caring for others

The third is Humility –  which means not being proud or boastful.

These three words are all together in one Bible verse that we are going to memorise:
“And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly 


and to love mercy 


and to walk humbly with your God” 

            Micah 6.8 (New International Version)

Let’s read it together…
Now we’ll cover the last line and say it again…

Now we’ll cover the last two lines and say it again…

[image: image15.jpg]


Now we’ll cover the last three lines and say it again…

Now we’ll cover it all and say it again. 

There, you’ve remembered it! I’ve printed this verse out on a piece of paper for each of you, and I’ll have a small prize next week for everyone who can recite it to me without reading it.

More lectionary based resources for children are available from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 
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	Google images 
for “signing of the Treaty of Waitangi”
Cartoon from reverendfun 

- Footwashing
YouTube call to worship 
featuring Micah 6.8 and music by Charlie Hall (3min 47 sec)
Micah 6.8 
 - High definition graphic image
 - merchandise
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9

