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Sunday 17 August 2014
Live in God’s mercy
Year A - Pentecost 10 - 52A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 45.1-15 Joseph, who is now a governor in Egypt, reveals his identity to his brothers.
Psalm 133 It is wonderful when brothers and sisters live together in peace.
Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32 God doesn’t turn his back on his people or take back the gifts that he has given. He shows his mercy by having an open door of welcome.
Matthew 15.10-28 Jesus warns the crowd about the blindness of the Pharisees. He explains that it is the attitude of the heart that determines whether people are fit to come before God. Following this a Canaanite woman begs for pity and Jesus commends her faith and heals her daughter.

Youth Sunday
This Sunday, or next, is the date that we recognise Youth Sunday. If you have an 

active youth group, you could hand the service over to them. Otherwise, try to 

involve as many young people as possible in the service.
The Big Fair Bake
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The Big Fair Bake is a Fair Trade baking competition which runs until 17 August.  Take a look on the website at some of the great recipes. The aim is to showcase the wide range of Fair Trade ingredients available and highlight the way buying Fair Trade helps farmers and workers.  Entrants need to include at least two ingredients carrying the Fairtrade Mark and from Trade Aid in their cooking.  They submit the recipe, a photo and say why they cooked Fair Trade.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	Romans

We continue today our series through the second half of Paul’s letter to the Romans. In today’s passage Paul concludes the argument that we have been following over the last two weeks about the place of Israel in God’s plan. For a brief introduction to the letter see the 13 July ‘14 edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. An outline of the whole series is printed below:

Living as believers

13 July ‘14
Romans 8.1-11

Live in the Spirit
47A

20 July ‘14
Romans 8.12-25

Live with hope

48A

27 July ‘14
Romans 8.26-39

Live in God’s love
49A

3 August ‘14
Romans 9.1-5


Live for others

50A

10 August ‘14
Romans 10.5-15

Live to tell others
51A

17 August ‘14
Romans 11.1-2, 29-32
Live in God’s mercy
52A

24 August ‘14
Romans 12.1-8

Live in the body
53A

31 August ‘14
Romans 12.9-21

Live in harmony
54A
Matthew

For those who are following the gospel stream, the previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for Year A can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. You will find there the following series through Matthew’s gospel: 

Jesus: Parables, miracles and oracles

10 July
‘11
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
A story about a farmer
47A
17 July ‘11
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43
Weeds in the wheat

48A
24 July
‘11
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
Parables of the Kingdom
49A
31 July
‘11
Matthew 14.13-21

Feeding 5000


50A
7 August ‘11
Matthew 14.22-33

Walking on water

51A
14 August ‘11
Matthew 15. 10-28

A woman’s faith 

52A
21 August ‘11
Matthew 16.13-20

Who is Jesus? 

53A
28 August ‘11
Matthew 16.21-28

Take up your cross 

54A

Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
.
	Ukraine, Syria, Gaza, Iraq – the present day needs of the world are desperately obvious and striking, and the hurts are raw. The thought we read in Romans today brings some consolation. Paul writes that God’s desire is to have compassion toward all people. 
What is true on a global scale is also true on a personal level. Whether we are Jews or Gentiles we are invited to come into relationship with God and live in his mercy. 
Receive mercy

Our God is merciful. The plea Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) is one of the most common petitions in the liturgy of the church. But what do we mean by it, and what exactly is mercy?

Mercy is one of those wonderful Christian words we use alongside others like grace and love. Mercy expresses God’s compassion to those in need. We see God’s mercy openly demonstrated in the life of Jesus. In the gospel accounts of his ministry we are often told that Jesus was moved with compassion by the needs of those he encountered. 

Paul wrote to the Romans about a God who desires to “have mercy on all” (Romans 11.32). The character of the Christian God he described presented a stark contrast to the many distant and impassive Roman gods. 
However, when we talk about God’s mercy today, some people get the impression that the Christian faith is only for those who are helplessly or hopelessly distressed. Which leads them to say, “all that religious stuff is fine for those who need a crutch, but I’m okay thank you very much.” 
On the one hand, we would want to respond by saying that it is a marvellous thing that needy people find support and strength from their Christian faith and from the fellowship of the church. A church that is not supporting the needy is not being true to the gospel. 
On the other hand, we need to recognise that many people take pride in their self-sufficiency. I recall a conversation I had with someone who said that they had “tried” the local church, but it seemed to be totally focussed on people’s needs and, as they didn’t regard themselves as needy, it just wasn’t for them.

Which takes us to the core of the human problem. Paul writes, “everything comes from the Lord” (Romans 11.36). Even though we may not recognise it, we are dependent on God and his mercy. We need him for everything, not just for forgiveness and reconciliation, but also for every breath that we take. When we seek to live without being reconciled to God, Paul calls it living in disobedience (Romans 11.32) because we are following our own selfish desires rather than serving his will.

The alternative to living a self-serving life is to live in God’s mercy. Living in his mercy delivers us from the arrogance that assumes we are better than others and that we know better than God. Living in his mercy protects us from the pride that assumes we are basically good people in need of no help.
When we pray “Kyrie, eleison – Lord have mercy” we stand with all God’s people identifying ourselves as unworthy recipients of God’s grace. So today we are encouraged to receive God’s mercy and to…
Be one

We know from the book of Acts that the Christian faith spread rapidly far across the borders of Israel and beyond the Jewish race. At the time the believers in Rome first read this letter from Paul it is likely that already there were more Gentiles in the church than there were Jews.
How do you think that made the Jewish Christians feel? 
No doubt some rejoiced in the fact that the gospel was being embraced by those of a different cultural background. But there were tensions too. Most of the Gentile Christians didn’t honour the traditions that the Jews held to be so dear. The Jewish Christians lost the prestige of being “owners” of this new gospel. Some of them insisted that the Jewish customs be should retained and observed by the Gentiles. There was a real possibility that the young church would tear itself apart. Paul writes to remind them that they are one people. Using the imagery of an olive tree he says that they are a single tree and he likens the Gentile Christians to wild branches that have been grafted into cultivated stock (Romans 11.16-21).
Lest we think that this phenomenon is purely historic, we need to be reminded that it repeats itself again and again as the gospel crosses cultures and generations: 
· It is what is happening when older Christians insist that their young people sing the old hymns and observe the same formal traditions of worship. 
· It is what is happening when Western missionaries insist that overseas churches copy their leadership models. 
· It is what is happening when immigrant churches insist their Westernised youth retain the church and worship model of their parents and grandparents. 
We could tear ourselves apart over these issues. But Paul says, “Hold it! Rather than everyone going their own way we must accommodate one another. Remember that we are one tree. Wild branches can be grafted into the cultivated tree.”
We tend to be a little blind when it comes to examining our own background. “Of course we don’t have a judgemental attitude,” we say. But maybe we need to check the way we respond to those with ethnic and cultural differences. We can easily become prey to the attitude that treats the whole of another race with a stereotype like being lazy, dishonest, greedy or even poor drivers.

Our psalm (Psalm133) reminds us just how truly wonderful it is when brothers and sisters can live together in unity. When we arrive at that place, the Lord pronounces his blessing. It is an encouragement for us to be one.
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	Where are you from?
I was pastor of a church where a lovely Chinese family began to attend. The teenage children were the fourth generation of their family to live in New Zealand (the third generation to be born in New Zealand) so they were Kiwi through and through. However, invariably European New Zealanders assumed from their ethnicity that they were recent immigrants. Week by week people would greet them and ask, “Where are you from?” and “Do you often visit home?” While the intentions of the greeters were to be friendly, the message they were giving was “you are not one of us.” Ironically, most of those asking these questions were only first or second generation New Zealanders themselves.
William Bradford praises God for his mercy
William Bradford was one of the leaders of the English Puritan Separatists who set sail from Plymouth, England on The Mayflower in 1620. He recorded this history in his personal journal. Bradford went on to become the governor of the Plymouth Colony (sometimes called New Plymouth – part of the present-day state of Massachusetts). In the journal excerpt below he describes his feelings on the night before they landed to start their Puritan colony, which was the first utopian experiment in the Americas:
Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought them over the fast and furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again to set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element…
What could now sustain them but the Spirit of God and His grace? May not and ought not the children of these fathers rightly say… "Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good: and his mercies endure forever…”



	Broader / Personal
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	Some music tracks that fit with today’s theme:

· U2 – One comes from Irish band U2’s seventh studio album Achtung Baby, released in 1991. It also came out as single in 1992 with proceeds going to AIDS research. Read the lyrics. There were at least three official videos of the song in addition to this YouTube clip, of a live performance which has a pictorial portrayal of loving hands reaching out to the needy.

· Mr Mister – Kyrie was released by the American pop/rock band in 1985 on their album Welcome to the real world. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube (very 80s!).
· The Electric Prunes – Kyrie Eleison. Californian psychedelic rockers The Electric Prunes put out an album in 1968 called Mass in F Minor. This was the first track on the album and it featured in the cult movie Easy Rider.  Listen on YouTube
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	Gregorian chant
How about trying a Gregorian chant of Kyrie, eléison in your service this Sunday. If you have someone with musical ability get them to give the lead. This music file or this YouTube clip with lyrics may be of help in getting them started. 
The prayer Kyrie, eléison (Lord, have mercy) has been called one of the most important and oft-repeated prayers in Christian liturgy. Despite the rest of the liturgy being in another language, this prayer often remains untranslated in the Greek. Originating with 1 Chronicles 16.34 (Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, because his mercy endures forever) the petition predates the Christian faith. It is retained by both the Eastern and Western churches – in the Western church often with the addition of Christe, eléison (Christ, have mercy).
The development of the monophonic Gregorian chant is often credited to Pope Gregory the Great 540-604, but probably developed a few centuries later.
The youth group might like to try a hip-hop version. And those who feel the need for a Kyrie eleison necktie (as pictured left) will be pleased to know that they are available in a range of designs!



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
Because you came HIOS 10

Bind us together Lord SIS 185; CMP 54; S1 91
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Christ is the world’s true light WOV 178; H&P 456
Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 
     S1 79
Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200
Father whose everlasting love MHB 75; WOV 142; H&P 520
Fold to your heart WOV 503
Forgive forgive us, holy God! FFS 20

He came singing love  AA 59

In Christ there is no east or west WOV 39

Jesus, united by your grace MHB 721; WOV 365; H&P 773
Just let me say S2 850

Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317

Oh the mercy of God S2 914

Oh Lord your tenderness S1 402

One heart, one voice S1 405

Surely goodness and mercy SIS 46

Teach us, O loving heart of Christ AA 130

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515
We are many we are one  FFS 67

We are one in the bond of love SIS 134
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	Collect 
God of the nations, 

to whose table all are invited 

and in whose kingdom no one is a stranger: 

hear the cries of the hungry 

and mercifully extend to all the peoples of the earth 

the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 133

How good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live together in unity! 
It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
down on the collar of his robe. 
It is as if the dew of Hermon 
were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
even life forevermore.

New International Version (NIV) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
God’s mercy never fails

Give thanks to the Lord because he is good,

     because his mercy endures forever.

Give thanks to the God of gods

     because his mercy endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords

     because his mercy endures forever.

Give thanks to the only one who does miraculous things—

     because his mercy endures forever.

to the one who made the heavens by his understanding—

     because his mercy endures forever.

to the one who spread out the earth on the water—

     because his mercy endures forever.

to the one who made the great lights—

     because his mercy endures forever.

the sun to rule the day—

      because his mercy endures forever.

the moon and stars to rule the night—

     because his mercy endures forever.

Psalm 136.1-9 GOD’S WORD Translation (GW) Copyright © 1995 by God's Word to the Nations
The Jesus prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, 
have mercy on me, 
the sinner.
An ancient Christian prayer, thought to originate with the Desert Fathers in the 5th century.

Confession

Loving God

You are gracious and merciful and forgiving

You came seeking us when we had no thought for you

We confess that we get carried along by the spirit of our age

We think so much of what we may possess

So little of what we have to give

So much of the immediate

So little of the eternal

So much of ourselves

So little of you

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

We crave that others would think well of us, 

We want so much to make a good impression

We have so much concern for our reputation

So little for yours

We think so often of how others could serve our needs

So little of how we can serve others

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Strengthen us through the tests that we face

Deliver us from conformity to the standards of those outside your kingdom 

Send your Spirit 

so that we may be uncompromising in our worship and service of you

Make our lip-service into reality

that here and now we would live as your people

owned by you, and joyfully celebrating your life.

In Christ’s name. Amen

© Andrew Gamman



	Communal 

Sharing


	Inclusiveness

Is your church inclusive? 
We all like to think that so… but sometimes the reality for visitors and newcomers is quite different from what we suppose. 
Most of our congregations have immigrant families of different nationalities. Ask some of them to share in your service this morning. Ask about what people say to them. What things are most welcoming? What makes them feel excluded? Ask them to tell the congregation about the positive things that make them feel at home in their new country and the negative things that make them feel like they don’t belong. 


	Children
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Boy amongst the broken homes in Gaza

	Showing mercy
Bring along a first aid kit.

Does anyone know what the word “mercy” means? 

It means to feel for those in need and to seek to care for them. The thing that the Bible says about God that is repeated most often is “his mercy endures forever.” 
We know that God has mercy. God’s people are also to have mercy and to care for those in need. When we care for anyone in need we are showing mercy. Things like being a nurse, or providing first aid to someone who is injured are especially associated with mercy. 
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As I write (on 30 July 2014) there is a terrible conflict going on in a place called Gaza. Christians have been working in the area to help those who are suffering. World Vision established ten Child Friendly Spaces in Gaza as safe places for children to go to escape from the bombs and tanks. After two of them were damaged in the conflict, they were forced to close them down and stop their programme. They continue to support injured children and their families with medical supplies. As soon as the security situation improves, World Vision plans to assist families with emergency food supplies and re-open its eight remaining Child Friendly Spaces. 
Prayer

Lord God,
thank you for those who are prepared to put their own safety at risk 
to show mercy to others.

We pray for protection for the children in  Gaza.
We pray for protection for the aid workers.
We pray for lasting peace and justice.
Amen
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com (scroll down for a worship bulletin in MS Word)


	PowerPoint
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	Images for unity

· Unity- being the people of Jesus
· Peace, hope, unity, diversity
· Paper chain
From YouTube
· Mother Teresa on God’s mercy (2 min 11 sec)
Cartoon from reverendfun.com
· Goodness and mercy following
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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