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Sunday 15 June 2014
200 days to 200 years
Year A - Trinity - 40A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 1.1-2.4a This is the first Genesis account of creation, beginning with

light on day one and ending with humans on day six. On day seven God rested.
Psalm 8 A psalm by David in praise of the Lord, who is ruler and whose name is 
wonderful.
2 Corinthians 13.11-13 Paul signs off his letter to the Corinthians with a final 

greeting and a Trinitarian blessing.
Matthew 28.16-20 Jesus commissions his disciples to go to the people of all

nations to make disciples, baptise them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit and teach them his commandments. 
200 days to 200 years

This Sunday we are making the first special acknowledgement that 2014 is the year of bicentenary of the gospel beginnings in Aotearoa New Zealand. The gospel was first proclaimed on the beach at Rangihoua in the Bay of Islands on Christmas Day 1814. The granite Marsden Cross (pictured) was erected on the site in 1907. In this past week, on 9 June 2014, it was 200 days to 200 years, so today we are providing resources in this edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” to make this a special feature of your Sunday service.
Trinity Sunday

Today is Trinity Sunday. It is the only Sunday in the year that the lectionary brings our focus more on a doctrine of the church than on a particular scriptural passage.  Orthodox Christian belief states that one God exists in three persons. How can that be? This is not a day to give easy answers. Better to accept that at the heart of our faith is the mystery of a God who exists in relationship. Although we can never fully understand God, we can rightly respond in worship. 

Resources for those who wish to follow the Trinity theme can be found in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. Look for the previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” with the dates 30 May 2010; 19 June 2011; 

3 June 2012 and 26 May 2013.

Disability Awareness Sunday
The third Sunday in June is celebrated as Disability Awareness Sunday. Elevate Christian Disability Trust (formerly known as Christian Ministries for the Disabled Trust) has a downloadable booklet full of ideas of ways to include this in your service.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
* These excerpts from Marsden’s journal are quoted from Patricia Bawden, The years before Waitangi (Published by the author, Auckland 1987)
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Samuel Marsden 1764-1838


	This is the longest edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” that I have produced, and yet I feel that I’ve only scratched the surface of what is a very important theme for New Zealand Christians. I do hope that church leaders will catch a sense of the opportunity that this bicentennial year presents to re-inspire Christians about both the mission of the church in Aotearoa/ New Zealand and our bi-cultural partnership. It will be worth your while to seek out some of the extra resources that are mentioned and follow some of the many hyperlinks provided in this edition.
To introduce our theme we turn to the Englishman, Samuel Marsden. Samuel was senior chaplain to the colony of New South Wales, and sailing from there he anchored his vessel the Active off the coast at Rangihoua at the northern entrance to the Bay of Islands on 22 December 1814. On board with him were Ruatara, Korokoro, Hongi Hika and two other Maori chiefs all of whom had visited Marsden in Parramatta. Also on board were three Church Missionary Society families: The Kendalls, the Halls and the Kings.
Ruatara sought to re-create in his home setting, as much as he was able, the church situation that he had witnessed while with Marsden in Australia. Of his own initiative he made preparations for a church service. Marsden records the events in his journal:

Ruatara spent the rest of Saturday preparing for Christmas Day. He enclosed about [a fifth of a hectare] of ground with a fence, in the centre of which he created a pulpit and reading desk and covered the whole with black [Maori] cloth. He also procured the bottoms of some old canoes and fixed them up as seats for the Europeans on each side of the pulpit. The reading desk was about [ninety centimetres] and the pulpit [180 centimetres] from the ground. Black [Maori] cloth covered the top of the pulpit and hung down the sides. The bottom of the pulpit as well as the reading desk was part of a canoe. The whole was becoming and had a very solemn appearance…
We entered the enclosure overlooking the sea and were placed on seats on each side of the pulpit. Korokoro marched his men to station them on my right, to the rear of the Europeans. Ruatara placed his men to the left of the villagers, including the women and children; with the other chiefs forming a circle around the whole.*
Around 10.00am on Christmas Day those on board the Active came ashore. Marsden stood behind the pulpit and, after the beginning the service with the singing of a hymn, preached from Luke 2.10, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” Ruatara explained Marsden’s meaning to his people. After that first Christian service on New Zealand soil Marsden wrote in his journal:
In this manner the Gospel has been introduced to New Zealand; and I fervently pray that the glory of it may never depart from its inhabitants, till time shall be no more!
Rangihoua became the first permanent settlement of Europeans on New Zealand soil under the protection of the Maori people of the Rangihoua pa.
_______________
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Trinity – 40A (19 June 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	In the eighteenth century the colonial powers were spreading their influence around the globe. This new situation had major repercussions for the English church. By the late eighteenth century there was a rising mood among evangelical Christians to oppose the slave trade. There was also an enthusiasm to see the gospel spread to the peoples of the world. These new proponents of mission based their argument on the commission of Jesus to go to the people of all nations. After reflecting on the zeal with which the early Christians went about this task, they concluded that similar endeavours had not been attempted in their own time and they set about to address this situation.
The Church Missionary Society was formed in 1799 and in 1814 it founded its first mission in New Zealand. Rev Samuel Marsden who had purchased the vessel the Active sailed from Australia along with Thomas Kendall, William Hall and John King and their families. Christmas Day 1814 was the first recorded occasion that the gospel was preached in Aotearoa/ New Zealand. Samuel Marsden had arrived at the invitation of his Maori friend Ruatara. He preached on the beach at Rangihoua in the Bay of Islands taking as his text Luke 2.10, “Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy.” Following the service three or four hundred Maori gathered around Marsden and broke into a spontaneous haka as a sign of appreciation. 

In this first Christian service we have the roots of our bicultural partnership and the laying of the Christian foundations in Aotearoa/ New Zealand. The site became the location for the first European settlement in New Zealand under the protection of the Rangihoua pa. 
For this brave band of European adventurers, the motivation for mission was the words of Jesus:

“Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you. I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.”
Matthew 28.19-20 CEV
Here we have the supreme formula for mission in the whole of scripture. What Matthew does in the last verses of his gospel is to bring together all the threads that he has woven into the fabric of his book, from chapter one onward. He repeats a whole collection of his favourite terms: authority, go, people of all nations, make disciples, baptise, teach, I have told (commanded) you, I will be with you, until the end of the world. To get a true sense of Jesus’ meaning we will interpret each of these in the light of Matthew’s gospel as a whole.

The immediate context of the commission reveals the disciples gathered on a mountain. The setting evokes again, as with the Sermon on the Mount, a picture of Jesus the new law-giver standing in the place of Moses. Here the disciples variously worship and doubt Jesus.

The commission is prefaced by Jesus’ claim of authority: I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Tracing the word authority through the gospel one cannot help but be impressed with the growing extent of Jesus’ claim. The first mention is in relation to Jesus authority to teach (Matthew 7:29), then he claims authority to forgive sins (Matthew 9:6 and 8) and authority over spirits and sickness (Matthew 10:1) and the gospel climaxes with this claim to all authority in heaven and earth. 

Now, at the prompting of Jesus, the mission of the church begins with an explosion of joy, triumphant joy. 

· The tomb is empty. 

· Jesus lives. 

· Death and hell are robbed of their victory. 

· Every other authority, all the principalities and powers are disarmed. 

· All authority is given to the crucified risen Christ.
Like those first disciples, when we know this we cannot keep silent about it.

In the commission to go Matthew records Jesus using the usual word associated with sending the disciples, and brings to a climax the earlier associations. After the choosing of the twelve, they are told to go (Matthew 10:6-7) to the lost sheep of Israel and preach the kingdom. In the parable of the great banquet the servants are told to go (Matthew 22:9) to the street corners and invite in everyone they could find. 

The phrase to all nations occurs five times in Matthew and stands in fulfilment of the predictions of the prophets and psalmists. Here the resurrected Jesus opens the door to include the all nations among the new people of God. 

The principle verb of the Great Commission is make disciples. It’s a command: make disciples. This brings us to the heart of the content of mission. A disciple is a learner; a follower. In Matthew’s gospel disciples are to be like their teacher (Matthew 10:25). The following verbs baptise and teach are dependent on, and further define, the verb make disciples.

Baptise takes us back to the story of John baptising. A baptism with water so that you will give up your sins (Matthew 3.11). There is nothing specifically about repentance and the offer of forgiveness in the Great Commission but they are clearly implied in the mention of baptism. It follows - if you are a disciple of Jesus you will be baptised. 

Teach brings to mind the previous five teaching sections of the gospel. The content of the teaching is a call to obedience to the will of the Father and is defined further by the words everything I have told (commanded) you. Once again the word command brings associations with Moses, and Jesus as the new Moses teaching on the mountainside. The essential substance of God’s command is revealed for us as “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind” and “Love others as much as you love yourself” (Matthew 22:37 and 39). The call to mission is not just proclamation and baptism. It is far more all-embracing. Love of neighbour necessitates acts of mercy, justice making and reaching out to the poor and oppressed. 

It is unthinkable to divorce the Christian life of love and justice from being a disciple. Mission involves, from the beginning as a matter of course, helping new believers to be sensitive to the needs of others, opening their eyes and hearts to recognise injustice, suffering, oppression and the plight of those who have fallen by the wayside.

It follows that if we are disciples of Jesus we also will go to the people of all nations and do these things he commanded. This is not just for the first disciples or the Samuel Marsdens and William Careys of the world. It is for all of us. Which leads us to ask ourselves, “How well are we doing in fulfilling this commission?”
It is the presence of the risen Lord, indicated by his words “I will be with you always” that both empowers those that are sent, and draws others to the gospel. The surprise is that the Lord will remain as Immanuel (Matthew 1:23) - God with us - beyond his resurrection and exaltation.
Last Sunday was Pentecost. Whereas Luke has the disciples being filled with the Holy Spirit accompanied by the sound of wind and the appearance of flames, and John has Jesus breathing on them so they will receive the Spirit, for Matthew no better assurance, strength and comfort can be given the disciples than the promise of the immediate and enduring presence of Jesus himself. “I will be with you always” Even if Matthew does not mention the Holy Spirit in Matthew 28:20, Jesus’ presence is of course by means of the Holy Spirit.
Until the end of the world is a favourite expression of Matthew (see also Matthew 13:39,40 and 49; Matthew 24:3) and it is significant that he should close the gospel with it. It refers back to Jesus’ end-time teaching (chapters 24-26) and looks forward to the Lord’s return and the beginning of a new age.

So here at the end of Matthew’s gospel is Christ’s all call to us to be involved in his mission. It was the call that brought Samuel Marsden to Rangihoua Bay to preach the gospel in 1814. It is the call that is binding on all followers of Jesus. 
But it’s not just a joyless command. It includes:
            
the offer of forgiveness,
            the Holy Spirit’s empowering,

the challenge to deeds of love and compassion 


            bringing liberty to the poor and oppressed. 
It’s a comprehensive picture of mission but it’s not complete. Any balanced view of mission must recognise - not just that the church is commissioned to go out with the gospel (as in Matthew 28:18-20) - it is also called to be a community of Christ so that by our love, and by our worship we will attract outsiders in.
The First Testament sees the community of God’s people as a light drawing the nations; the mountain of the Lord exalted above the others and people of all nations coming to it. When Jesus is lifted up he draws all people; it is when the Christian community is marked by unity and love that the world will know that God has sent his Son. 
The first missionaries that arrived with the gospel in our land did so in response to the Great Commission of Jesus. The Great Commission is still binding. We are called to GO and make disciples, to baptise and to teach.
We are called to BE a different community: loving, forgiving and worshipping.
For God’s love is for us and for the people of all nations. 
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Read William Carey’s “An Enquiry”
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William Carey
1761-1834

	The story of the modern missionary movement

There was a young man in Northamptonshire, England called William. He was a shoemaker by trade and wanted to be a minister, but when he preached his first trial sermon for ordination he was turned down. William Carey lived at the same time as Captain James Cook. He was in fact a great admirer of Cook and read his journals with interest. But when he read Christ’s Great Commission from the end of Matthew’s gospel, he decided that it was time he did something about it. Many in the church disagreed. The passage was not relevant to the contemporary situation they argued. 
So he proposed a discussion among ministers as to whether Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 28 should be considered binding on Christians. When he sought to make his case he was told to “sit down...when God pleases to convert the heathen, he’ll do it without consulting you or me.”

So he wrote a book. He couldn’t think of a succinct and catchy title so he called it, “An enquiry into the obligations of Christians to use means for the conversion of the heathens.” It was a well-researched book that, remarkable for its time, included a survey of the size, populations and religions of the countries of the world. He also cited the inspiration of the Moravians who sent missionaries out to various nations and had such an influence on John Wesley who, in turn, sought to send workers to the Caribbean. 
His argument was that Jesus said we have to do something. So we have to go, make disciples, baptise and teach.
“No.” said the English Christians of the eighteenth century, “These instructions are for the first disciples. They present no obligation for us today.”
William did become a minister and in 1792, the same year as his book was published, he preached a memorable sermon. "Expect great things from God; Attempt great things for God!" he declared. As a result, twelve people formed the Baptist Missionary Society and gave £13.2s.6d to begin the new work of mission. The next year Carey left for India… and so the modern missionary movement began. During his time in India Carey was instrumental in translating the whole Bible into Bengali; he printed the first Indian newspaper; introduced the concept of the savings bank to assist poor farmers; successfully fought against the practice of burning of widows ("Sati"); established schools and churches and started the Horticultural Society of India.
Meanwhile… back in England, in the decade following William’s departure, a groundswell of interest in international mission had begun. The London Missionary Society was formed in 1785 by a combination of Anglicans and Non-conformists. Then in 1799, the Church Missionary Society was formed by the Anglicans, (although their first missionaries were Lutherans from Germany who were sent out in 1804). 
Samuel Marsden had already been posted as chaplain to the colony of New South Wales in 1794 and, with the formation of the London Missionary Society, became their agent in Sydney. Later he affiliated with the newly formed Church Missionary Society. Marsden’s friendly contact with several Maori, in particular Ruatara, led him to petition Church Missionary Society commence a mission to New Zealand. 
So it was in 1814 he arrived in New Zealand on his vessel the Active. His first Christian service, and the settlement of missionaries at Rangihoua, was quickly followed by the arrival in our land of many other pioneer mission leaders. Notably the Wesleyan Samuel Leigh, a friend of Marsden’s, arrived in 1822, the Anglican Henry Williams in 1823, and the Roman Catholic Bishop Jean Baptiste 

Francois Pompallier in 1838.
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Kiwi reggae band 1814 was formed in the hills surrounding the Whangaroa Harbour in 2004. They took their name from the year of Samuel Marsden’s sermon in the Bay of Islands. Listen to them playing at the Waiata Maori Awards on YouTube. 
The band has released three albums, the most recent being Relax (2012) Their first album Jah Rydem (2008), with its message of peace love and harmony, reached number 1 on the New Zealand indie charts.
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	Reconstruct the journeys of Marsden and Ruatara
If you have a history enthusiast in your church, get her/him to do two time-lines: one for Ruatara and another for Marsden. (The hyperlinks will take you to articles in The Encyclopedia of New Zealand.) 

From the time-lines construct a series of “stations” where your congregation can read about the main events of the lives of these important men in our history and the places to which they travelled. Lay them out chronologically in two lines (perhaps in the church hall), one for Marsden and one for Ruatara. Where their lives intersect have a station that is common for each. 
You may want to conclude the line with a common station for the Christmas Day service at Rangihoua in 1814. (Ruatara died shortly after this, but Marsden found it hard to keep away from our shores, making a total of seven visits to New Zealand before he died in Australia in 1838.)


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
All tribes from every nation S1 1712

As sisters, brothers, called by Christ HIOS 5

Blest be the tie that binds H&P 754; CMP 60
Come to our land AA 25 
Companions let us pray together  HIOS 21
E te Ariki (Lord have mercy) FFS 13 

E te Ariki  (O God listen to the cry of your children) HIOS 23 

E te Iwi  AA 32
E te Matua  (Praise to a Trinitarian God) HIOS 24 

Fancy Noah sailing in the ark FFS 15 
Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200

For everyone born a place at the table  FFS 17 

God bless our land  HIOS 37 
God of diversity  HIOS40 
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

Great ring of light  AA 57
Hairsong  HIOS 27 
How good and how pleasant S1 187

I sing the grace  HIOS 68 (Note: the pronouns can be changed to plurals = ‘we’, ‘us’)
Jesus, united by your grace MHB 721; WOV 365; H&P 773
Maker of mystery  FFS 47
Not on a snowy night (Te Harinui ) AA 98; COC 31
Purea nei e te hau  (Cleansed by the wind) AA 115 

Tama ngakau marie (Son of a peaceful heart) AA128
The church’s one foundation MHB 701; WOV 385; H&P 515; CMP 640; S1 477

These hills  FFS 63 

We are many, we are one FFS 67 
We are one in the bond of love SIS 134




will be fully realised. 

	Concluding comments of the draft statement for the gospel bicentenary from the NZ Christian Network
Benediction

Go into the world with the gospel of Christ

Make disciples

Give hope to the hopeless

food to the hungry

encouragement to the downhearted

and blessing to those who persecute you

in the full knowledge that the Saviour is with you

Even to the end of the world

Amen

© Andrew Gamman

	

	Communal 

Sharing

Ctrl+Click to  

follow link


	A pilgrimage

Plan a church pilgrimage to Marsden Cross at Rangihoua Bay in the Bay of Islands. The bay is 36 km from Kerikeri. The road takes you to the beginning of a 1.1 km walk down to the cross and the beach. Presently a pilgrimage path, with bi-lingual way-stations, is being created along this walk. 
The Reverend Sarah Park has prepared this down-loadable pilgrimage resource to the historical sites in the Bay of Islands which you may find helpful.

There will be a special commemorative Civic Service with the Governor General on the Rangihoua site on 21 December, 2014. The commemorative Church Service will be held on the site on Christmas Day, 2014.
When the gospel came to me

It is one thing to talk about the time when the gospel first came to New Zealand, but the real impact is on the lives of individuals. Get several people to share in your service today the difference it made in their lives when the gospel came to them.
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	Read one of the books from the Chronicles of Paki series (below) for your children’s programme today. Te Powhiri or Ruatara would be most appropriate
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com. Scroll down for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.  


	PowerPoint
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	Bicentennial interview – A YouTube clip of the interview with John King and Hugh Rihari on Shine TV. (16 min 33 sec)
Te Rongopai DVD Consider screening one of the chapters of the DVD (below) as part of your worship service.

Cartoons from reverend fun

· To the ends of the earth
· To the ends of the earth 2 

For a range of graphics Google images for “Great Commission”
In Christian art

· Duccio (1255-1319) – Christ’s appearance on the mountain
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	DVD

Te Rongopai 

Historian Dr Stuart Lange has produced this five part documentary DVD which tells the story of the gospel in New Zealand from Samuel Marsden forwards. Every New Zealander should know this story and every New Zealand church should own this DVD. 

The five chapters are:

1. Christian beginnings 16 mins

2. Breakthrough 18 mins

3. Christianity and the Treaty 5 mins

4. Christianity and colonial complications 9 mins

5. To the present 16 mins

“History that lives. An essential part of the New Zealand story. A rare combination of excellent story-telling and sound scholarship.” Professor Paul Moon (Historian).
The DVD is available for purchase at $20 (GST incl.) per copy, plus $5 P+P from the New Zealand Christian Network website (where you can also watch a trailer.) Great for showing in churches, home-groups, youth groups, and for home viewing.

Mission Resourcing has one copy available for free loan. Contact: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
Publications
Te Rongapai 1814 

eds Allan Davidson, Stuart Lange et al (Auckland: General Synod office of the Anglican Church, 2014)

A brand new publication of bicentenary reflections on Christian beginnings and developments in Aotearaoa/ New Zealand. This collection of essays is based on presentations originally given to a conference held in Waitangi in November 2012.

Available at $30 + P&P from the from the Anglican General Synod office. Email: gensec@anglicanchurch.org.nz
The Chronicles of Paki
Alison Condon and Gina Taggart (Tauranga: Big Book Publishing, 2014)
New Zealand’s untold story. A series of five children’s picture books have been published to tell the pioneer missionary and Maori stories. 

“Step back into New Zealand 200 years ago and learn about the relationship forged between two incredibly different cultures – European and Maori. Read about the hardships and determination of the first missionaries who came to New Zealand. Hear about the positive change that came to Maori as the story of the Gospel unfolded before them. Find out about the mistakes that were made and the victories that were won. Grasp an understanding of the power for good the Gospel has for the human family, as proven in the golden witness given by Maori as they turned away from intense superstition and tribal warfare towards a new way of peace…  this is New Zealand’s untold story.”

The five titles are:

1. Te Powhiri – the Welcome
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2. Te Pahi – the Adventurer

3. Ruatara – and the New Beginning

4. Patuone – the Peacemaker

5. Elizabeth Colenso – the Teacher

These books are ideal for families, schools, kids’ church and libraries. For ages 8+. They are priced at $19.95 each or $64.95 for the set (delivered in New Zealand) and can be bought from www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz
The years before Waitangi

Patricia Bawden (Auckland, Published by the author, 1987)
A story of early Maori/European contact in New Zealand. Fourth reprint 2006. 
Material from letters, journals and books written by early European visitors to Aotearoa/ New Zealand is brought together to give a glimpse of the culture and life-style of Maori and Europeans prior to signing of the Treaty of Waitangi.

Available at $30 + P&P from the Secretary, Marsden Cross Trust Board, P O Box 37944, Parnell , Auckland. Email: mctb@xtra.co.nz
Websites
· gospel2014 The official website for the commemoration of the gospel bicentenary in Aotearoa/ New Zealand
· NZ Christian Network Bicentennial information and statement from the churches
· hope project The Hope Project is a gentle Gospel project planned for 2014 to mark the bicentenary of the Gospel in Aotearoa.
The Bible Society of New Zealand
· The Bible Society Christmas cards this year will feature Samuel Marsden
· A short bicentennial video (8 min) is in production

· Sermon notes for Bible month (formerly Bible Sunday) in July this year will have a bicentennial theme
· A new Maori translation of Luke’s gospel is to be produced this year
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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