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 Sunday 12 October 2014
Making Excuses
Year A - Pentecost 18 - 60A

As Andrew is currently on study leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Val Nicholls.

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
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Prayers
Children


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Exodus 32.1-14 While Moses is on the mountain speaking to the Lord the people make an idol in the shape of a bull and worship it. Moses then intercedes to avert the Lord’s punishment.

Psalm 106.1-6, 19-23 The psalmist calls the nation to worship the Lord for the mighty things he has done, and to ask for his forgiveness for their sin. A modern version of this psalm can be found in David R Grant’s book “Grant us your Peace.” (published by Chalice Press, St Louis Missouri, 1998)
Philippians 4.1-9 Paul concludes his letter by encouraging the Philippians to pray about everything. “With thankful hearts offer up your prayers and requests to God.”
Matthew 22.1-14 Jesus tells a story of a king who put on a wedding feast for his son. After the invited guests refused to come, the king sent his servants to the street corners to bring everyone they could find, good and bad, into the banquet.
Samoan congregations celebrate White Sunday today. White Sunday is a celebration of childhood. Men, women and children dress completely in white and lead the worship service, offering a programme of songs, Bible recitations, speeches and skits.  The White Sunday meal is a huge feast in many Samoan households.  An order of service and play is available from Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand



	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	Matthew 22: 1-14.  The parable of the Wedding Banquet is found in three Gospels.  In Luke the host is a rich man, the invited guests make excuses, and in the end the host sends out servants to gather in the poor and disabled beyond the city from the roads and lanes.  This is seen as emphasising Luke’s call to the Gentile world.  In his  Gospel Thomas adds a fourth invited guest, a merchant who is too busy making money to respond to the invitation. In Matthew’s Gospel the host is the King, the invited guests attack the servants, the King retaliates by destroying the city, and there is the incident of the guest not wearing the proper garments.  The parable is an allegory of Israel’s spiritual indifference to the invitation to feast in God’s kingdom – they killed the messengers of the Covenant – but judgement day is at hand.

Of the three versions, Matthew’s parable seems most unlike the sorts of stories we have come to associate with Jesus.

Matthew’s parable is harsher than Luke’s but then it comes later in Jesus’ ministry in Matthew’s account, at a time Jesus was facing severe opposition from the Jewish leaders. The parable follows the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and immediately precedes Jesus’ teaching on the signs of the end times delivered on the Mount of Olives.  The parable needs to be understood in the context of the Lord’s Passion Week.  As a parable not every detail of the story should be given specific equivalence, only the main points and ideas.  At the same time the parable is heavily overlaid with allegorical meaning of the eschaton (the end times when God will welcome the righteous and turn the unrighteous away.)

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Pentecost 17 – 60A (9 October 2011.) Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Preaching Themes:
1. How do we balance the compassionate, welcoming Jesus with this image of Jesus telling stories of hell and damnation? Have we domesticated the gospel so much that we have eliminated the challenge and demands God makes on us?  And if so, what are those demands and challenges to discipleship, and do we take them seriously? Are we simply full of excuses?
2. The banqueting hall was filled with people from all walks of life – the rich and the downtrodden.  In Matthew’s time that would have been unheard of – they were politically and socially separated from one another, but he focuses on the ingathering of the bad and good alike, just as he does in the parable of the wheat and the weeds (13:24-30).  What would it mean for the church today to be gathering in on a Sunday morning the men and women sleeping rough on our streets, the couch-surfers; the “hung over from the night before”, the shut-ins, the mentally and emotionally challenged in our community?
3. There is a serious message for the church in the incident of the man without the proper wedding clothes on.  It’s not that he didn’t have time between being invited to the feast and actually getting there to be dressed correctly.  Matthew is making the point that we must be ever ready for the arrival of the end-time banquet, clothed with good deeds and a life of faithful discipleship.

4. Perhaps you could take a different approach.  Matthew uses the image of God as King, a fair enough image for his context.  But in today’s context it highlights issues of power and feeds the notion that God is male and that divine power is monarchical and demands blind obedience.  Consider using the imagery in Proverbs 9: 1-6 of Wisdom setting her table.  This image, together with Matthew’s parable, could open out a fuller expression of what God is like.

5. You could tackle the whole idea of the eschaton, the end times.  Is it a plausible concept today?  Are there more pressing matters of faith to be considering?  Do we simply live as well as we can and leave “ultimate” things in God’s hands?



	 3 Different 
 Themes for 
 Sunday 


	Season of Creation

If you haven’t focused on the Season of Creation this past month, you might like to take October 12th as a kind of overview of the previous 5 Sundays and give “snapshots” of our relationship with the Creator and the creation.  This lectionary year the focus has been on Forest, Land, Wilderness, River, and Blessing of the Animals.  A good website for liturgical material is www.letallcreationpraise.com.  Also has sermon commentaries. Or you may like to focus on World Food Day which also fits with the Season of Creation theme.

World Food Day  16th October.

2014 theme “Family Farming: feeding the world, caring for the earth.”  This theme was chosen to raise the profile of family farming and smallholder farms, and their role in eradicating hunger and poverty, providing food security and nutrition, improving livelihoods, managing natural resources, protecting the environment, and achieving sustainable development in rural areas.

The UN General Assembly designated 2014 as “International Year of Family Farming”.  This is a strong signal that the international community recognises the important contribution of family farmers to world food security.

Have those with farming backgrounds tell their story, their care for their land and animals and crops; the impact of government policy on their way of life; their connection to the global markets.

International Day of the Girl Child  11th October

www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/
“Empowerment of and investment in girls are key in breaking the cycle of discrimination and violence and in promoting and protecting the full and effective enjoyment of their human rights” (United Nations Resolution 66/170)

Just two years ago, the UN declared October 11 as the International Day of the Girl Child to raise awareness about all issues concerning gender inequality around the world.  It’s a day when activist groups come together under the same goal to highlight, discuss, and take action to advance rights and opportunities for girls everywhere.

October 11 is not just a day; it’s a movement.  A worldwide revolution.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Follow this link to an excellent little article entitle “Are you following Christ without excuses” by Mari-Anna Stainacke on her blog site called Flowing Faith. 

	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Come to the banquet
This YouTube clip is one that the congregation will be able to sing to – a really good backing group sings this song. Fay White is the song writer.
I cannot come
This YouTube clip will delight young and old alike – it incorporates a puppet story.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Come to the celebration                           Marnie Barrell

Come to the Feast                                   Rob Ferguson (HIOS  20)

Community of Christ                                Shirley Murray (In every Corner Sing 19)

For Everyone Born                                   Shirley Murray (FFS 17)

Immortal love forever full                         MHB 102; WOV 168; H&P 392; CMP 328
It all depends on where I’m going            FFS 39

The great love of God                              WOV 105; H&P 45
We are children of God                            HIOS 142

We are many, we are one                       Colin Gibson (FFS 67)

When I needed a neighbour                    WOV 558

Who’ll stand as Christ today                     Jan Chamberlin (WHV 34)

Who is moving through the silence?        AA 157



	Prayers

	Prayers

Call to worship:  
Let us pause in stillness.

Lord from the busy-ness of the morning, we come.

From days filled with the routines of life, we come.

We bring with us the joys and hurts of the past week.

We bring with us our hopes and dreams and desires.

And we bring our faith that your love surrounds us, 

and minds and hearts that wonder how that can be.

Draw us into your presence in this hour of worship.  Amen.

Prayer for the children:

Blessed God, 
sometimes we find the stories in the Bible a bit hard to understand.  
Help us to listen to the wisdom in those stories, 
to hear the hard bits as well as the loving bits. 

But to always know that when times are tough you don’t turn away from us.  

Thank you for our families and friends, 
and for this community which is also a family to us.  Amen

(Val Nicholls)

Prayer before the sermon:

From the cowardice that does not face new truths

From the laziness that is content with half truths

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all the truth

Deliver us today, Good Lord.  Amen

(Author unknown)

Intercession prayer points

· For insiders and outsiders and the breaking down of walls that divide

· For those who push our comfort zones and expect greater things from us

· For communities finding a way that brings different cultural groups together

· For greater awareness of mental illness in our neighbourhoods

· The Barnabas people who give the excluded and punished a second chance

· For politicians newly elected to parliament

· For the political candidates who were defeated in the September election

· Remember the Samoan families celebrating White Sunday and making the day special for their children

· Pray for our probationers as they prepare for Ordination at Conference in November.

· For the world situation – Ebola in West Africa; the Middle East; Israel and Gaza; refugees of war; children in the war zones



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow links

	Two great YouTube clips worth previewing:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4K-k9uWSI5k   YouTube clip.  A great drama by a group of young people.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=We1C4s4zuBw  YouTube Clip. Animation.  Worth a look as well

Another option:  What is a parable?  Tell a modern day parable such as the one below:

The Obstacle in our Path  From ParableSite.com

Why did Jesus tell stories using parables?  
What can we learn from today’s parable of the Wedding Feast? (talk to the Sunday School teachers and find out how they are tackling this parable – work together so that when the children go into Sunday School the teacher can pick up from where you left off).

There’s not always a happy ending.  
Vivian (21 yr old) found out in February this year that she has cancer and the prognosis was not good.  With the help of the community fundraising Vivian and Jack were able to have a wedding and a honeymoon before Vivian’s illness progressed.  Their story hit the headlines worldwide.  On Vivian’s bucket list is a wish to see Robin Williams, but she is too ill to travel.  He sent a short video wishing them well.  Vivian is now in hospice care, and Robin Williams has tragically died.  A story of great courage, community support, loving family, generosity.  But also a story of sadness and tragedy.  Not all stories have a happy ending.  But even in sadness and tragedy we can look for the moments we can know that God is with us as we experience the love and support and caring of those around us. And sometimes even then we can’t see or find God.  The poem of the “Footprints in the sand” might be a helpful way to conclude.  If you wish to learn more of Vivian’s story follow this link to an article in the Sunday Star Times.   
The King in the Story
Prop: A Chess Board

Ask: Does anyone play chess? 
Explain that the different pieces move in different ways.

Ask: What is the most important piece? 
Explain that it is the king, because if your king is captured you’ve lost the game so the point is to capture your opponent’s king while protecting your own.

Ask: So, is the king the most powerful piece? 
Answer: No, because the king can only move one square in each direction, making him virtually powerless.

A funny kind of king, you might think. 
Today in church, we’re thinking about a kind of king too. 
When we think of historical kings, we think of powerful people.  When we think of the King in the parable Jesus told he obviously had a lot of power too.
But in some ways, when we celebrate Jesus as King, he was almost powerless. 
Born into a poor family in Bethlehem 
Grew up in a wee village called Nazareth 
Never was head of a government 
Never commanded an army 
Was put to death like a criminal

Lots of people thought he was pretty useless and many people still do.

But we know that Jesus was a very unusual king because his reign is built, not on power or privilege, but on loving and serving his people.

And unlike the king of the chess board, or any other earthly king or ruler, he does not need our protection, but offers us his.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  for their story “Excuses!  Excuses!”
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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