[image: image1.jpg]” on a Tuesday



Sunday 12 January 2014
A Strong Beginning
Year A – Epiphany 1 – 09A
As Andrew Gamman is currently on leave, this week’s resource has been prepared by Alan K Webster
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 42.1-9 The Lord has chosen his servant to bring justice to the nations and hope to all people. 

Psalm 29 David sings a psalm of praise to the Lord of the storm.

Acts 10.34-43 Peter, having received a vision from the Lord, preaches the gospel to Gentiles for the first time and decides that God treats the people of all nations the same.

Matthew 3.13-17 Jesus is baptised by John the Baptist in the River Jordan.



	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link

	In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year A – Epiphany 1 – 09A (9 January 2011)

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	· This is about encouragement…and about salvation coming from an unlikely source…The early church read this as a prophecy of Jesus’ ministry, of course: it also sits as a description of how God finds world-changers, life-transformers not just in the flamboyant and searing heat of a public flame well and truly alight, but in men and women whose talents, gifts and resources are hidden, quieter, gentler. This might be a chance to publicly acknowledge the things that are done “below the radar”..cleaners, communion preparers, maintenance people…? There is also recognition that God is not in the business of blaming victims: that people who have been on the receiving end of difficulties in life are never placed on the rubbish pile…

· Who are the most unlikely people to respond to the gospel message? For Peter’s audience, it was the Gentiles…ie, anyone who wasn’t a Jew, with a long history of interest in their God. To discover that Jesus’ message of access to God was of interest to other people without them taking aboard Jewish customs called for a huge leap of understanding.. what we call a paradigm shift in today’s jargon! For whom might we need a similar paradigm shift? Is it cultural: people of a different ethnicity from ours? Or is it age…can we not imagine Gen X coming to faith? Or is it economic: do we somehow think of Christianity being for people of a similar economic status to our own: not for the very poor, or the very rich? Are there people who we might subconsciously, perhaps, never expect to see in our churches? It will always be true that we are most comfortable around our own kind…but is this is a gospel truth? 

· I can recall several unlikely friendships across unlikely barriers: a street kid, used to sleeping under bridges, who was befriended by a man in his seventies who probably never understood just how dire his friend’s life really was, but who shouted him coffee, shared with him vast Sunday lunches, treated him not as charity case but as friend…and it would warm everyone’s hearts to see them seated together Sunday by Sunday in the service. Both knew there was someone who’d be glad to see them…

·  I can also see many instances of grandparent-age (?) people helping parents unknown to them in child-caring situations…within appropriate parameters, of course, but demonstrating cross-barrier links that are important.

· However, the biggest “leap” is probably our geographic neighbour, or our  work colleague, who seems sometimes to have very little interest and inclination towards faith. Is that our biggest potential paradigm shift: to imagine them hearing and responding to the gospel? 

Peter’s words indicate a rueful recognition that he had it wrong… and excitement for a different future…
Peter’s summation of the gospel in verses 35 and 36 is interesting…to worship, to do right, and to receive peace. (a perfect three-pointer!) 
· This might mean an acknowledgement of God…humankind is not its own measure. (what does “worship” mean?)
· resulting in outwards action…to make a difference, to work for the Kingdom of God to come…to do what is right, no matter what

· and benefitting us with whatever “peace”  means…what does it mean? Words like integration, contentment, safety, security, self-value fit in here…

And this is what Peter is called to do…what he is excited about finding that all, not just his kind of person, are called to do

The baptism of Jesus …one interesting point for me is the whole question of what happened…it is pictured and imaged in a very literal way, with a pigeon flapping around Jesus’ somehow very dry head (?). Examples of this abound: google Jesus’ Baptism or scour children’s Bibles, clip bits from films such as Jesus of Nazareth and they’re all the same. But all versions that I have checked say “like a dove” (as does the Greek). Were there birds flapping around? Personally, I doubt it: Matthew is describing a hugely important event, with things going on that he only dimly understands, that were hugely important for Jesus and for all who were there..and he describes what’s going on in language that honours this. This isn’t about demythologising: it’s about understanding the beauty and power of language to describe what’s indescribable…and being true to the text. I recall my grandchildren telling their parents about the big firework display I took them to: their descriptions were pyrotechnically and scientifically inadequate and inaccurate, but we all understood!
· Preaching points from that might be to explore how we describe things that are important to us…how we describe our faith journey, how we use phrases like “loving God” or “a personal relationship with Jesus” imagining that our hearers hear the same thing that we are trying to describe…
· (It’s important to do this constructively.. I have heard way too many sermons that seem designed to dismantle, rather than build up faith!)



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	  From Isaiah
Spark to flame: If it is appropriate in your context (and here I am thinking of impressionable children who might not need encouragement towards arson, or particularly flammable surroundings) arranging a source of gas (a campfire stove?) that is lit dramatically by a tiny glowing spark that could be an effective and dramatic visual climax to a sermon encouraging people to make use of what they have instead of hankering after more public recognition!

Baptism of Jesus…with large glass bowl up the front, splash around water while calling for descriptions and testimonies of the baptisms people have witnessed and participated in. 

· Our Methodist Tradition commonly uses water at the infant end of the baptismal process: but we also acknowledge that at the confirmation end, the adult end, water is also appropriate..and of course, in today’s church, there will be many from alternative traditions. Accepting them all is part of our Methodist breadth…we will certainly hear many encouraging stories if we make that clear in the telling, right from the start!

· Asking what it is about water that makes it an appropriate metaphor will draw helpful contributions from most congregations…
· The sound of water is evocative..pouring from a height into a large container with carefully placed microphones will stir memories, prayers, stories.

· Giving each congregational member a (communion?)  glass full of very cold water and drinking it sacramentally can be powerful… 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Our own feelings of inadequacy can be ministered to with the gentle reading of the passage from Isaiah…
and the revelation that Jesus felt the need to demonstrate active obedience to the call of God can be read as call to humility and integrity…Jesus was not “above” such a response.

Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his formal ministry: it is hard to imagine him being irrelevant before that.. To fill in this hole, early writers invented stories:  they sound affected and strange to our ears! 
One starting point for reflection is the idea that we are the sum of our previous experiences, but processed and interpreted: how we undertake that affects who we are, how we see our future, how we assess our gifts. Apparently identical beginnings can produce vastly different results: John Banks’ parents were career criminals, both behind bars when John was in high school: yet he ended up policeman and politician. Jokes and sectarian opinions aside, his background informed but did not control his future…there are many other examples… 

Jesus’ baptism marked his intention to obey God: to glorify God, to honour God…and he began as he meant to go on. How important are the first few days in a new job, a new community, a new life?



	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	See above:
and reading the psalm to the visual background of (eg) sequences from the DVD “The Perfect Storm” might work well. IMHO, there will be images of storms that inspire awe, and others that will inspire pity for the people caught in them…choose wisely!

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
O come all ye faithful 

Take my gifts and let me love you

Who sweeps the stable? HIOS 154

Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157  

In the name of Christ I will walk with you HIOS 75

God come to us as one unheard HIOS 42 ( tunes Newbury, Belmont or Irish)

Faith has set us on a journey FFS 14

Nothing is lost on the breath of God  FFS 50
Let all the world in every corner sing WOV 13

The Heavens declare your glory, Lord WOV 380
O for a thousand tongues to sing MHB 1

There’s a wind a’blowing S1 510

We have come to worship the Lord S2 1036

Love songs from heaven S2 884

(and many of the hymns and songs from last week will still fit…)

John Thornley’s suggestions: 

Here I stand among God’s people      C Gibson/M Barrell                       HIOS 55
God was in Christ                               C Gibson/S Murray                               HIOS 49

May the God of New Beginnings       C Gibson/J Murray                         FFS 49



	Prayers

	
PSALM 29

A paraphrase

There is a moment watching a storm when it seems as if it’s chaos:

Yet suddenly I see laws at work

                   Waves responding to gravity

                       Light shaded by clouds

                          Shadows pushed around by wind

The splendour of a transforming landscape 

declaring that our puny human efforts belong in a different scale

My heart lifts with the storm in praise of strength

In praise of God whose world at one and the same time is so beautiful and so untameable

So productive and yet so incomprehensible

Where mountains thrust up out of boiling seas to make islands

Where placid plains are torn like tissue paper

Where flatness is uplifted and tilted in apparently random shelves 

And we are reminded how very little we are 

in the huge energies at work in this world we inhabit so lightly.

We look and see beauty in gentle deer, in forest glades, in still pool and soft dew:

Peace is lovely, Lord God:
But you are also in the raw excitement of unleashed energies

Bigger and wider, deeper and stronger than fears or imaginings:

Praise you, God!

· Alan K Webster



	Communal 

Sharing


	Storm stories from sailors
Confirmation stories from old members



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

	More resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
Children’s Worship Bulletin
Questions to think about, talk about:

1. How do the rubbish bins outside dairies get emptied?

2. Who paints pedestrian crossings on new roads?

3. Who mows the grass in the parks I play in?

4. Who puts those red and white sticks to show where the edge of the road is?

5. Who supplies the toothpaste I use every night?

6. Who makes sure there are summer clothes instead of winter clothes in the shops?
Can you think of other people who do things that we don’t even notice until something goes wrong? Who thanks them? Who pays them? Who get the stuff they need to do their jobs?

Think of a job that’s done that makes a difference to you: that you are grateful for. 

Design and make a card to thank this person, so that when they get it they will know that someone appreciates what they do. It might be someone in your neighbourhood, it might be someone working in a road gang near you, it might be someone at church or at home. You decide…

When you’ve finished your card, wait for everyone else to finish

Then pray this little prayer together

“Lord: thank you for the people who make a difference to my life. I pray that this card will bring them joy in their work

                             Amen”

Ask a person you trust the best way to get your card to the person you are thinking of.
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