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Sunday 11 May 2014
We suffer 

Year A - Easter 4 - 34A

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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Fairtrade
Fortnight

3-18 May 2013


	Acts 2.42-47 Life amongst the early Christians was like being family together. It 

involved meeting together in different homes and in the temple, learning from the apostles, praying, breaking bread and sharing possessions.
Psalm 23 This is David’s famous shepherd’s psalm in which the Lord’s relationship with his people is likened to a good shepherd looking after his sheep.
1 Peter 2.19-25 If we suffer for doing right we are following in Christ’s footsteps. “He was nailed to the cross, so that we would stop sinning and start living right. By his cuts and bruises you are healed.”
 John 10.1-10 Jesus the shepherd leads his sheep. “I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.”
Mother’s Day

Being Mother’s Day, today you may want to especially involve the women of your congregation in the service/s. Get them to do the Bible readings, prayers, worship leading or the preaching. 

In recognising mothers, please be aware of the large number of people in our 

communities living in alternative family situations. Much of our “family” emphasis 

in church life looks like it is only affirming a model with mum, dad and the two kids. I have written an inclusive Mother’s Day prayer which you will find in the prayer section below.
Good Shepherd Sunday

Each year, on the fourth Sunday of Easter the lectionary readings take us to Psalm 23 and John 10. For this reason, in some circles, Easter 4 is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. The Good Shepherd theme also runs through our passage from 1 Peter today: “You had wandered away like sheep. Now you have returned to the one who is your shepherd and protector.” 1 Peter 2.25

Fairtrade Fortnight 3-18 May 2014

Those churches that haven’t already changed, should consider a swap to serving only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Your swap to Fairtrade products is an easy and effective way to ensure that producers and growers in the developing world get a fair price for their goods so they can work their way out of poverty. It makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight? Suggest that people should look for the Fairtade logo (left) on products when they are doing their grocery shopping.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	Being God’s people

Today we continue our series through the first letter written by the apostle Peter. The whole series is outlined below:
Being God’s people

27 April
We have hope

            1 Peter 1.3-9

4 May

We have been rescued
1 Peter 1.17-23

11 May
We suffer


1 Peter 2.19-25

18 May
We are chosen

1 Peter 2.2-10

25 May
We have a ready answer
1 Peter 3.13-22

1 June
            We are tested

            1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11

Accepting slavery - 1 Peter 2.18
The unpleasant introduction to today’s text, which belongs with it - but is omitted by our lectionary selection, is an instruction that slaves should submit to their masters. We are told that they should do this, even if they are cruelly and unjustly treated. Christianity would eventually begin to over-turn the social order that saw many unfortunates bound in slavery and cruelly treated by their masters. (The word used for masters in this verse is despotai from which we get the English word despot.) Peter writes this letter at the time when Nero’s persecution of Christians was brutal. So, this was not the time to add to the church’s woes by rebelling against the prevailing stratification of society. 
Isaiah’s suffering servant

1 Peter 2.22-25 uses the language of Isaiah’s description of the suffering servant (Isaiah 53). Peter and others in the early church sought to understand the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The Jews had been expecting a mighty, victorious, conquering Messiah. Instead it was a humble and suffering Christ who visited our planet. It was to the Servant Songs of Isaiah to which the church turned to find understanding of the mission of Christ. So it is that Isaiah 53 is the most quoted passage in the New Testament. The earliest preaching of the church ascribes to Christ the title “servant” (Acts 3.13 & 26; 4.27 & 30).
Further, there is reason to believe that Jesus understood himself as the Servant of Isaiah 52 & 53. He kept saying that the Son of Man must suffer many things.

Walking with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Luke reports Jesus as saying, “’How can you be so slow to believe all that the prophets said. Didn’t you know that the Messiah would have to suffer before he was given his glory?’ Jesus then explained everything written about himself in the Scriptures…” (Luke 24.25-27) The place in the prophets where such things are spoken is the book of Isaiah.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages which follows the reading from the book of Acts, Year A – Easter 4 – 34A (15 May 2011). 
Further lectionary based resources can be also found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	NZ Music Month
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV = With Heart and Voice

	NZ Music Month
This May is the 13th New Zealand Music Month. It is a 31-day nationwide celebration of home-grown talent and the diversity of our unique musical culture. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services.
New Zealand hymn suggestions from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 
The following songs are all found in Hope is our Song, published in 2009 by the NZ Hymnbook Trust. They are selected chronologically. They have been chosen as songs that have quickly found a place in worship, both for their strong texts and singability. As is the custom in the Pasifika worship tradition, you might like to try a mix of spoken and sung texts – one or more verses read aloud, followed by these same verses sung. Or, as an alternative, the whole text read in English, and then sung. 
The CD that goes with the book includes a total of 27 songs from Hope is our Song.  ‘CD’ in brackets will indicate those songs found on the CD recording. The CD includes half of the selection given. The recordings are a guide to helping introduce new songs, as well as giving pleasure to the individual and family - in the family home, rest home and other institutional settings. This CD includes a booklet with all words – something not given with earlier CDs. 

Enjoy and be energised for the faith journey!

No. 37  God bless our land (CD)

No. 45  God of the northerlies 

No. 49  God was in Christ (CD)

No. 63  How much am I worth?  

No. 65  I arise the day 

Other New Zealand song suggestions

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Christians are all kinds of people HIOS 16

In this world of darkness WHV 25
I’ve never seen an elephant AA 76

We are many we are one FFS 67
(For foreign song suggestions see the Music section below)



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Bed of Roses
by Australian artist Carry Smith
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the

Bible
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
* See my introductory notes in “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 27 April 2014.
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	“Jesus is the answer.”

Well, maybe… it all depends what the question is. Perhaps too often we give the impression that a decision to be a follower of Jesus means that our problems will all be solved and life will be a bed of roses. 

There is some truth to such a claim. A life submitted to Christ has a new sense of meaning, purpose and destiny, problems of guilt and forgiveness find a solution, and countless people have been blessed by being absorbed into wonderful fellowship with God and his people. 
While we may wish to associate this “fellowship” with the warm fuzziness of being surrounded by happy Christian friends, the scriptures also associate knowing the power of Christ with another sort of fellowship. It’s called “the fellowship of his sufferings.” (Philippians 3.10)
Christians suffer. 
Okay… when it’s put like that we do realise that, like everyone else on the planet, Christians too do have their share of pain and suffering.

But it’s more than that. 

Christians are called to suffer.
Our reading today from Peter’s first letter says, “God chose you to suffer as you follow in the footsteps of Christ, who set an example by suffering for you” 1 Peter 2.21(CEV)… or, in another translation, “to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.” (NRSV)
Christ suffered. We are his followers. When we follow his example and seek to live to serve others, inevitably we will suffer too. There are no surprised here. Jesus told us directly that this would be the case, “If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me. If you want to save your life, you will destroy it. But if you give up your life for me and for the good news, you will save it.” Mark 8.34-35 (CEV). 
“We Suffer” is our theme this morning. And there is a positive and practical aspect to it. But not all of our suffering comes under the umbrella of our calling to bear the cross. 
There is suffering that comes as a result of our own bad choices. So much suffering in our world comes about as a result of these cause-and-effect scenarios. We can readily think of so many examples: 
· If I  assault someone who has made me angry, I may end up facing punishment by the courts
· If I smoke cigarettes, I may end up getting lung cancer

· If I lie in my résumé and get found out, I may end up losing my job

· If eat too much junk food, I may end up getting a heart condition

· If I cheat on my tax return, I may end up with a big fine

We acknowledge the pain and suffering involved in all of these situations. But this is not the sort of suffering to which we have been called as followers of Christ. When we suffer in such circumstances we may casually say, “well, it’s my cross to bear” but this is not what our Lord had in mind by this particular turn of phrase.
Then there is suffering that comes from the human condition. Like it or not, we all suffer. The innocent suffer. Our very mortality means that grief is a part of our experience.  We get old, we get sick, we die. We lose loved ones. Accidents happen. Tragedy strikes. These things are not evenly spread. Some suffer in these ways more than others. We cannot minimise the pain of these circumstances and it can tear at the very fabric of our existence. Again, at such times people will frequently say, “well, it’s my cross to bear.” But this is not part of what Peter is referring to when he speaks of our call to suffer. 
What Peter is talking about is the suffering that comes from our attempts to do the good and right thing when we serve others and serve Christ. It is a call to 
· Suffer for doing the right thing

· and to share the suffering of others

Suffer for doing the right thing
The situation of the original readers of Peter’s letter was at best uncertain, at worst life threatening, and frequently very stressful. The wave of persecution initiated by the Emperor Nero was sporadic, but on occasions extremely severe.* Many who were who were found guilty of being followers of Christ were mocked and then killed by means of a range of barbaric methods. In this way they suffered as they followed in the footsteps of Christ.
Not only that, but many of the new Christians were slaves. The gospel had given them a new acceptance and dignity… but they were still slaves. Some masters treated their slaves with respect. Other slave owners were twisted and treated their slaves in ways which were unfair and cruel. To these Peter cited the example of Jesus who was unjustly treated, yet silently endured suffering. 
While most of us are not likely to be persecuted by the state or cruelly treated by our masters, in our neighbourhoods, places of employment, places of study and even in the church we will all inevitably also face unfair treatment from time to time. (Sometimes that may come about because we feel impelled to stand up for what we know to be right.) When the heat comes on us, our natural reaction is to shout as loudly as possible, “That’s not fair!” Peter suggests a better first response is to accept the situation without complaint. In this we follow the example of Christ and suffer for doing the right thing.
“But are we not meant to fight injustice?” I hear you say.

Yes, of course, we are. But the point is that our fight for justice is less coloured by selfishness when we are doing it for someone else rather than for ourselves. The world would be a far better place if the first response to a personal slight was to quietly carry that burden without protest, rather than to react with hostility. If we suffer for doing the right thing we truly are bearing the cross of Christ.
However, we do have choices that those in the ancient world did not have. The principle espoused here is to follow Christ’s example in bearing the burden of unjust treatment. It does not mean, as some have suggested, that someone should stay in an abusive relationship and quietly suffer. There are times when we can, and should, stop the perpetuation of evil.
The call is to suffer for doing the right thing… and to…
Share the suffering of others
On one occasion I was addressing a group of Christian leaders and suggesting that there are two important demands from which we should not shirk. The first is that we need to continually up-skill ourselves for the ministry task to which we are called and the second is that we need to have adequate supervision. In the discussion time following my presentation one minister asked, “If I do these things, what’s in it for me?” 

The question threw me. It was a question that is so symptomatic of our age and yet so obviously the wrong question when it comes to serving Christ.

Around the same time I had a couple in my congregation who had given themselves over to a ministry of helping asylum seekers. This work put them in touch with some of the most desperately needy people in our country. They befriended men and women who had virtually no means of support, were hated and sometimes had been tortured in their homeland, and were regarded with suspicion or despised by many in our own country. This couple spent all their spare cash and all their spare time trying to be of help. However, their cost in terms of finance and time was nothing compared to the emotional toll it took on them has they befriended people who faced one set-back after another. 

Did they do it for what they could get out of it? 
Of course not! It was their service for Christ.

Was it fun?

No! It was draining and costly. They were sharing the suffering of others.

Was it fulfilling?

Yes, in the sense that they knew they were serving Christ, it was.

We may not have a ministry to asylum seekers… but all who seek to follow the example of Christ are called to suffer for others. This may come about when you visit the sick, assist someone struggling with a disability, befriend a lonely person, offer support to a mental health survivor, become involved with a family living with Alzheimer’s, assist the children of a struggling solo parent, volunteer at the city mission… the list goes on…

Followers of Jesus do these things.

Do they ask, “What’s in it for me?”

Is it because they are looking for fun?

No. It is because they are followers of Jesus, and God chose them to suffer as they follow in the footsteps of Christ, who set an example by suffering for us.
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Elisabeth Kübler-Ros
1926-2004

	Quotes about suffering

· We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they do or omit to do, and more in the light of what they suffer. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
· There is a light in this world, a healing spirit more powerful than any darkness we may encounter. We sometimes lose sight of this force when there is suffering, too much pain. Then suddenly, the spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who hear a call and answer in extraordinary ways.  - Mother Teresa
· Power, no matter how well-intentioned, tends to cause suffering. Love, being vulnerable, absorbs it. In a point of convergence on a hill called Calvary, God renounced the one for the sake of the other. - Philip Yancey

· Life is suffering - Gautama Buddha – (One of the foundational ideas of Buddhism is that the human condition means that pain is inevitable and the origin of suffering is our craving.)
· The most beautiful people we have known are those who have known defeat, known suffering, known struggle, known loss, and have found their way out of the depths. These persons have an appreciation, a sensitivity, and an understanding of life that fills them with compassion, gentleness, and a deep loving concern. Beautiful people do not just happen - Elisabeth Kübler-Ros


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Today we face a difficult passage and a difficult message to preach. It’s not the stuff of tele-evangelists – It would be no good for the ratings. But it is the stuff of the gospel. We dare not preach this without first reflecting on our own ministry. We need to prayerfully ask ourselves, “How much am I like the Christian leader above who asked ‘What’s in it for me?’” and “How much am I like the following couple who served asylum seekers?”… We probably all are a little of both.
………………..
A couple of music tracks that could introduce today’s theme:

· Love hurts – written by Boudleaux Bryant and first recoded by the Everly Brothers in 1960. The better known version is the one by Nazareth off their 1975 album Live from Classic T Stage. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. (70s haircut warning!)
· Everybody hurts by REM off their 1992 album Automatic for the people. The string arrangement was composed by John Paul Jones of Led Zeppelin fame. Read the lyrics. Listen on YouTube
There are also some hard-hitting, angry-at-God songs that could be used as a youth group discussion starter. One example is Tomorrow Wendy by Concrete Blonde. It is written about a friend dying of AIDS and is off their 1990 album Bloodletting. Read the lyrics and watch on YouTube.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book

H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3

S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
Above all powers S2 611

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77
Fill my eyes, O my God SIS 104 

How can I be free from sin? CMP 846; S1 183

How deep the Father’s love for us CMP 988; S1 185

In Christ alone S3 1311

In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782

I will serve you (words and score available from musicnotes) 

Light of the world you stepped down into darkness S3 1406   
Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Man of sorrows MHB 176; S1 350; H&P 228; CMP 458; S1 350

Oh to see the dawn S4 2012

O love how deep MHB 62; WOV 6; H&P 229
O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917

Take my life and let it be MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 486

The price is paid CMP 663; S1 487 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus SIS 34; CMP 712; S1 533

What a friend we have in Jesus MHB 538; WOV 165; H&P 559; CMP 746; S1 566

When darkness fills my senses S2 1056

When I survey MHB 182; WOV 258; H&P 180; CMP 755; S1 572
See also New Zealand song suggestions above


	Prayers
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	Collect 
God of peace

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,

that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

with the blood of the eternal covenant: 

make us perfect in every good work to do your will, 

and work in us that which is well pleasing in your sight: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Good Shepherd

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

to care for all that are close to us,

to protect those who are threatened,

to welcome those who are rejected,

to forgive those who are burdened by guilt,

to heal those who are broken and sick,

to share with those who have little or nothing,

to take the time to really know one another

and love as you have loved us.

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

to spread compassion to those who are far away,

to speak for those who are voiceless,

to defend those who are oppressed and abused,

to work for justice for those who are exploited,

to make peace for those who suffer violence,

to take the time to recognise our connectedness,

and to love as you have loved us.

Good Shepherd,

Teach us to follow you

and to be faithful to calling you gave us

to be shepherds in your name

© John van de Laar from sacredise.com (used with permission)

Psalm 23

God, my shepherd! I don't need a thing. 
   You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
      you find me quiet pools to drink from. 

True to your word, 
      you let me catch my breath 
      and send me in the right direction. 
Even when the way goes through 
      Death Valley, 
   I'm not afraid 
      when you walk at my side. 
Your trusty shepherd's crook 
      makes me feel secure. 

You serve me a six-course dinner 
      right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
      my cup brims with blessing. 

 Your beauty and love chase after me 
      every day of my life. 
I'm back home in the house of God
      for the rest of my life.
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

Mother’s Day

Our Lord and God, on this Mother’s Day 

we pray your blessing on the mothers, 

step-mothers, grandmothers and aunts in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models

for the children that come under their influence.
We pray particularly for mothers as they face the daily demands 

of children who are growing and changing.

Give them resilience and flexibility.

We pray for those in our land who grow up without the love and stability 
offered by good and loving parents.

Protect and care for them.

We pray for single and solo mothers.

Especially bless, help and strengthen them.

We pray for those who are grieving following the recent loss of a mother.
Give them your comfort and hope.

We pray for the empty-nesters whose children have left home.

Give them good memories of their child-rearing days.
Thank you that we can name you as Parent
and you that care for us all as children.
So we praise you, our Lord and God, this Mother’s Day
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Benediction

Almighty God

as we depart this church building today

our minds are full of our Lord Jesus Christ 

who endured suffering and death on the cross for our sake. 

Forgive us for those times we have fallen short of his call

and grant to us the courage that we need

to each take up our own cross and follow boldly after him.



	Communal 

Sharing


	Do you have someone in your church who works or volunteers in a hospice, a shelter for the homeless, a breakfast club, a refugee re-settlement programme or similar? Arrange for them to share about their work in your service today.


	Children
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	Take the opportunity to talk to the children about suffering
There may be some current event that you could use to lead you into the topic. (As I write this some 300 people, mostly school children, are dead or missing after a ferry sunk of the coast of South Korea). 

Closer to home, many of the children you have contact with will have had painful experiences. Maybe a family member has been very ill, a grandparent has died, a pet has died or someone they love has left the family home. Explain that this sort of thing, sooner or later happens to everyone. Difficult circumstances can make us feel very sad and sometimes angry too. This is quite normal. 

It is good if we can talk to someone about how we feel rather than bottling up our feelings inside of us. 

Sometimes we might ask, “Why does God allow that to happen?”

Adults ask the same question. We don’t always know the answer.
What we are sure of is that God understands when we are sad. His Son Jesus suffered too when he died for us. 
We are also sure that God loves us and he cares for us. He will never allow us to have more difficulties than we can cope with, and he is always there for us. Any time we can pray to him for help.

Wrap up with a prayer 

· Pray for any current world crisis 

· Pray a general prayer for children in difficult circumstances

· Thank God for his love and pray for his presence with the children.  
See also the new children’s resource below.

You will find more lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down for a children’s worship bulletin in MS Word


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for:
· “What’s in it for me?” – among other things, you’ll find that there are several t-shirts and cartoons.
· “Shoot spouting from old stump” to get several visual images (like the one on the left) that represent hope arising from difficult circumstances.
Cartoon from reverendfun:
· [image: image14.png]


Could anything else go wrong?


	New 

Resource
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	New Zealand’s untold story
To coincide with the commemoration of this year’s bicentenary of the gospel in Aotearoa New Zealand a series of five children’s picture books have been published that tell the pioneer missionary and Māori stories. 

“Step back into New Zealand 200 years ago and learn about the relationship forged between two incredibly different cultures – European and Māori. Read about the hardships and determination of the first missionaries who came to New Zealand. Hear about the positive change that came to Māori as the story of the Gospel unfolded before them. Find out about the mistakes that were made and the victories that were won. Grasp an understanding of the power for good the Gospel has for the human family, as proven in the golden witness given by Māori as they turned away from intense superstition and tribal warfare towards a new way of peace…  this is New Zealand’s untold story.”
The five titles are:

1. Te Pōwhiri – the Welcome

2. Te Pahi – the Adventurer

3. Ruatara – and the New Beginning

4. Patuone – the Peacemaker

5. Elizabeth Colenso – the Teacher
These books are ideal for families, schools, kids’ church and libraries. For ages 8+. They are priced at $19.95 each or $64.95 for the set (delivered in New Zealand) and can be bought from www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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