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Sunday 8 September 2013
Season of Creation 
Flora and Fauna Sunday
Year C – Pentecost 16 – 55C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings for the Season of Creation
Job 39.1-12, 26-30 God tells Job the habits of wild animals to show him how his wisdom rules over them.
Psalm 104.14-23, 31 The earth produces food and has become the home to birds and wild animals. At the back of all this is the Lord who creates and sustains.
1 Corinthians 1.10-23 God’s wisdom is seen in the message about the cross. “The message about the cross doesn’t make any sense to lost people. But for those of us who are being saved, it is God’s power at work.”
Luke 12.22-31 Jesus tells his disciples that they need not worry, for God provides even for the plants and animals. “Look how the wild flowers grow!”
Readings from the Revised Common Lectionary 

Jeremiah 18.1-18 Jeremiah visits a pottery shop. The clay does not take the shape intended, so the potter breaks it down and re-shapes it. He uses this as a metaphor for God’s judgement. 

Psalm 139.1-6, 13-18 The Psalmist declares that Lord is close to us and knows us well. “You are the one who put me together inside my mother’s body.”

Philemon 1-21 Paul pleads with Philemon to receive his run-away slave back as a friend and brother in the Lord.
Luke 14.25-33 Jesus encourages the crowds that followed him to count the cost of being a disciple.
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	Season of creation

Through the month of September “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the readings and themes for the Season of Creation. The observance of a Season of Creation began in the Lutheran Church in Australia in 2000 as a response to the environmental crisis. Since then this opportunity for the church to examine creation-based themes has spread to many different denominations and around the world. The series is outlined below:

           1 September
           Ocean Sunday

8 September
           Flora and fauna Sunday

15 September
           Storm Sunday

22 September
           Social justice Sunday

29 September
           Blessing of the animals

There is an enormous amount of detailed on-line resource material to help with your services through this season:
· The Australian Season of Creation website provides resources for a full service each Sunday in MS Word

· The American Let all Creation Praise website has much additional material and adapts the Australian material for US use in a pdf format.
· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has weekly worship planning helps

· The textweek website has range of resources for each week of the season

· The World Council of Churches website has additional information including Resources for the WCC 10th Assembly, and a host of other links… the rest of this list comes from there

· Sermon notes, intercessions, group study and harvest festival ideas by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (in English with Welsh and Irish translations).

· Outline of a prayer service on the theme of creation held at the Ecumenical Centre on 22 April 2013

· Resources collected by the Anglican Communion Environmental Network
· Resources including a set of worship service outlines by the United Church of Canada

· Exegetical and liturgical resources collected by the Network of Earthkeeping Christian Communities in South Africa (in English and Afrikaans)

· Prayers, blessings and meditations collected by the European Christian Environmental Network (in a variety of languages). See also their Time for Creation dossier.
· Additional Season of Creation resources on the Seasons of the Spirit website

· Season of Creation resources by the Mid North Coast Uniting ecoministry in Australia

· Worship, teaching and prayer material by the Uniting Earthweb
· Prayers and liturgies, preaching and educational resources by the Canadian Green Church project (in English and French)

· Resource pack "The Life of Trees and the Tree of Life" by the Christian conservation organization A Rocha.

· See also the Ecumenical Water Network's reflections and resources from the Seven Weeks for Water.

In addition New Zealand Methodist Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 15 - 55C (5 September 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading. 
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	At the turn of the millennium, churches began to observe a creation time in the southern season of spring. The introduction of this time into the church calendar has come as a result of the environmental crisis. But what exactly is this crisis? 
It is not easy to precisely nail it down. 

It includes elements that threaten our natural environment like:

· anthropogenic climate change
· habitat destruction and deforestation
· pollution
· species being hunted to extinction
· the introduction of exotic predators
· the establishment of monocultures
· over-population 
· and ozone depletion. 
That sounds like bad news – very bad news. So when we read a list like that we may leap to the conclusion that our message today is, “Be worried…. Be very worried!” 
But that is not the case at all! 
The word of Christ to us this morning from our gospel reading is, “Don’t worry… can worry make you live longer?” (Luke 12.22,25) What Christians want do is to say to the world that we have good news. Worrying about the crisis won’t help – but a plan to make things better will!
The more we understand the gospel, the more we find that it is good news to us. It sets us free and makes us whole. It leads us to a place of purpose and fulfilment. But it is not just good news for me… nor is it just good news for those of us in the church. The gospel is good news for the whole earth. It is God’s intention that, as we co-operate with him, this gospel will also become good news for our neighbours as well as for the whole earth of which we have been given stewardship. It is God’s desire that his freedom and wholeness be experienced by all creation.
The advice of Jesus to us this morning is to “put God’s work first” (Luke 12.31). 
Our gospel reading today shows us God at work in the way he takes care of the birds of the air, and in the manner in which he arrays flowers with such splendid beauty. God cares about the birds, the flowers and all creation. 

However, God’s care and Jesus’ advice not to worry does not mean we should do nothing. We have a part to play. To seek God’s kingdom first means to desire that the whole of creation is put under the rule of God where everything is restored to its natural balance. 
When our ancestors (Maori, and later Europeans and other nationalities) came to New Zealand they thought that there was an unlimited bounty of natural resources to be harvested for food and profit. Kiwi, moa, pukeko and kereru were seen as sources of food. Whales and seals were plundered by the thousand and the native forests were felled for their wonderful timbers. As the population of people increased the population of many species dropped below sustainable levels. The human population has now become a threat to the natural environment – and this is a pattern that has been repeated all over the globe. It is only now that we are in crisis that we are beginning to understand the interconnectedness of all of the created order. If we are to be the bearers of the good news we will seek to end the exploitation of people, animals, plants and natural resources.

So what can we do as God’s people and stewards of the earth to be part of the solution rather than part of the problem? There are some simple steps that we can all take.
We can reduce waste and recycle. We cannot keep producing rubbish and trashing the earth at the present rate. We can reduce our waste by choosing not to buy items that we will only use once and then throw away. We can choose not to buy items that are over-packaged. One of the worst examples of this sort of product is the current trend for owning espresso machines that take single-use one-cup plastic coffee pods. Choose to buy products that can be recycled and purchase products made from recycled materials.        

We can lower our carbon footprint. In a surprising range of easy ways we can be kind to the planet and often save money at the same time. (Follow the link for 100 suggestions). One of the best things we can do is to plant a tree. Other simple suggestions include using the clothes line rather than a dryer, replacing incandescent light bulbs with long-life bulbs, using a laptop rather than a desktop (they use way less power) and unplugging our phone chargers when we are not in use. Another thing that makes a lot of difference is using public transport whenever practical. 
Finally, we can help restore natural habitats. It can be great fun watching the re-emergence of native species by helping restoring their natural habitats. As well as helping in with the establishment of DOC sanctuaries, we can do this in our own backyard by planting native species. Introduced animal pests threaten our native ecosystems, so trapping predators like rats, mice, rabbits and possums can minimise their impact.
Last century it was rare for Christians to see their faith as being linked to ecology. But all over the Christian world a revolution has been taking place and Christians are beginning to see a bigger picture of salvation. Part of this bigger picture has been the realisation of how important it is for us to protect species and their natural habitats.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
  Ctrl+Click to  

  follow links
[image: image3.jpg]I’ULLLR \ BIRDS
NEW ZEALAND

JG KEULEMANS




[image: image4.png]A RocHA





	Walter Buller – A History of the Birds of New Zealand
Walter Buller was born in 1838 in the Hokianga, the son of Wesleyan missionary parents. His father, Rev James Buller had arrived in the area two years earlier and, having studied the language of the local Maori people, prepared a grammar and vocabulary. His study enabled him to preach in the Maori language within his first year of arrival.

Son Walter gained fame through his meticulous study of New Zealand native birds, the sound of which was said to be thunderous in his time. Beginning in 1872 he published his research, part by part, accompanied by the illustrations of John Keulemans. The final part was published in 1873 and an enlarged collected edition of his work, A History of the Birds of New Zealand, was published in 1888.

Buller’s book with illustrations by John Keulemans was re-published in 2012. It was last year’s NZ Herald Book of the Year and was reprinted by popular demand in May 2013. 
A Rocha Conservation projects
The international website of Christian conservation group A Rocha details several of their current conservation projects including Restoring salmon habitat in Canada; Resource management in Ghana and River rehabilitation in South Africa.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Movies with an ecological theme for the Season of Creation

· An inconvenient truth (2006 - PG) An Academy Award winning documentary movie about former US Vice-President Al Gore’s campaign to educate the world about climate change. 

· Avatar (2009 – M) Directed and written by James Cameron, this visually extravagant movie is based on a science fiction plot in which humans rape the resources of the planet Pandora. The entertainment value and box office success was due more to the visual effects (for which it won Oscars) than the storyline with its clumsy ecological message. Trekkies will tell you that Star Trek IV – The Voyage Home (1986 – G) also attempted to combine sc-fi with an ecological message with a similarly clumsy result.
· The Lorax (2012 – PG) This is an animated movie adaptation of a Dr Seuss book. It tells the story of a grumpy yet endearing creature who seeks to protect the earth from environmental disaster caused by greed. Featured are the voices of Danny DeVito (as the Lorax) Zac Efron and Taylor Swift. In the words of the Lorax, “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”
· Yogi Bear (2010 – G) With a bit of a push you could say that this movie is about how the lives of species are threatened by their diminishing natural environment. All good fun – filmed in New Zealand.
· Erin Brockovich (2000 – M) starring Julia Roberts is based on a true story and tells of a legal assistant’s persistence to achieve justice after a big power company pollutes the city’s water supply.
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	Spring Flower Festival

This Sunday in the Season of Creation is Flora and Fauna Sunday. Get everyone who has suitable blooms and greenery to bring as much as they can along to church on Saturday. Spend the day arranging them all around the church. Aim for a display with maximum participation rather than artistic purity. Depending on the number of participants, and their enthusiasm for your display, you may be able to include: artificial lawn, water features, garden furniture, bird baths etc… and you could invite the local rest homes to bring their residents to see your display on Sunday afternoon after your service. At the end of the day, when you dismantle your display, distribute the flowers around to the local rest homes.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC = Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
A child was born in Bethlehem  COC 1

All creation is a song S4 1703

All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614

All things bright and beautiful MHB 851; WOV 70; H&P 330; CMP 23; S1 14  
    I try to list hymns and songs from a variety of sources that relate to the weekly scriptures and themes. In 
     doing so I am not necessarily recommending them. This hymn was written by Cecil Francis Alexander, who 
     also wrote Once in Royal David’s City and There is a Green Hill Far Away. Cecil was the daughter of a
     wealthy land owner and married an Anglican Bishop. This Nineteenth Century hymn originally contained the 
     appalling verse:
The rich man in his castle



The poor man at his gate



God made them high and lowly



And ordered their estate

All things praise you, Lord most high MHB 29; H&P 331; CMP 24
As the deer pants SIS 460; CMP 37; S1 27

As the sun beats down FFS 2

Come to our land AA 26
Creation sings a new song H&P 332

For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152
For the fruits of his creation CMP 153; S2 685

For the music of creation  AA 41
God enable us to be trees of life (words and music on the WCC 2013 website)
God in his love for us H&P 343; CMP 832
God is our refuge and strength CMP 188

God of the galaxies AA 54

God whose farm is all creation WOV 94; H&P 344

How wonderful this world of thine H&P 336

I sing the Almighty power of God MHB 46; WOV 40; H&P 334; CMP 293
Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice proclaims it SIS 360: CMP 367
Let all creation  SIS 570

Let us with a gladsome mind MHB 18; WOV 11; H&P 27; CMP 415
Lover of creation HIOS 98

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder CMP 506; S1 396

Praise him, praise him God of creation SIS 131
Praise ye the Lord! ‘Tis good to raise MHB 79; WOV 41; H&P 338

The spacious firmament MHB 44; H&P 339
Yes, as the clay AA 162
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God of life,

lead us to
]ustlce and peace
World Council of Churches
10th Assembly

30 October to 8 November 2013
Busan, Republic of Korea




	Collect 
Bountiful God, 
you entrust your creation to our care.
Grant us grace to so order our common life 

that we may use your gifts to your glory, 

for the relief of those in need 

and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Benedicte Aotearoa  © A New Zealand Prayer Book p 457
For the struggling kowhai tree
The kowhai tree is struggling.

In spring it buds with yellow, 

yet some branches seem dead.

What to do with it?

Prune it? Chop it down? Plonk manure on it?

Or let it be and see what happens?

(Careful – Te Reo was pronounced prematurely dead.)

All evolution is a struggle.

Perhaps this tree is the story of our planet?

Creative life-inspiring God,

Ground us in the nutrients of life 

that will feed and nurture us.

Give us the patience to live in hope, 

to let the cathedral forest 

inspire our vision of your beauty, 

and grasp the will to join your creative order, 

in the example of the suffering one, Amen.
© John Howell, Sighs too deep for words (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) used with permission
Psalm 104 (selection)

God, my God, how great you are!
    beautifully, gloriously robed,
Dressed up in sunshine,
    and all heaven stretched out for your tent.

You started the springs and rivers,
    sent them flowing among the hills.
All the wild animals now drink their fill,
    wild donkeys quench their thirst.
Along the riverbanks the birds build nests,
    ravens make their voices heard.
You make grass grow for the livestock,
    hay for the animals that plow the ground.
God brings grain from the land,
    wine to make people happy,
Their faces glowing with health,
    a people well-fed and hearty.

God’s trees are well-watered -
    the Lebanon cedars he planted.
Birds build their nests in those trees;
    look - the stork at home in the treetop.
Mountain goats climb about the cliffs;
    badgers burrow among the rocks.
The moon keeps track of the seasons,
    the sun is in charge of each day.
When it’s dark and night takes over,
    all the forest creatures come out.
The young lions roar for their prey,
    clamoring to God for their supper.
What a wildly wonderful world, God!
    You made it all, with Wisdom at your side,
    made earth overflow with your wonderful creations.

Oh, let me sing to God all my life long,
    sing hymns to my God as long as I live!
Oh, let my song please him;
O my soul, bless God!

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Spring

Winter is past, the rain has stopped;
flowers cover the earth, it’s time to sing.
My thoughts are filled 

with beautiful words for the king,
and I will use my voice  

as a writer would use pen and ink.
You are God, and you will rule
forever as king. 
Your royal power brings about justice.
You love justice and hate evil.

Song of Solomon 2.11-12; Psalm 45.1,6-7 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

On the way to Busan

On the way to Busan, 

may we humbly walk 

with you, God of life.
On the way to Busan, 

guide us as we gather, 

pray and deliberate 

as disciples of Christ.
On the way to Busan,

lead us in the way of 

justice, peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit.

Amen

© World Council of Churches
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Flora and Fauna Sunday coincides with New Zealand Conservation Week 2013. Conservation Week is run by the Department of Conservation each year to raise awareness of the benefits of conservation and encourage people to get involved. Visit the Department of Conservation website to find out about the many activities that you can be involved in for Conservation Week. 
Why not make contact with your nearest wildlife sanctuary and see how your church members can get involved in helping out? The one nearest me is the Shakespear Open Sanctuary at the end of the Whangaparaoa Peninsula.
On the road to Busan

At the end of October this year the World Council of Churches will hold its 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. As a build-up to this event “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is each month including prayers and elements from the six-station resource Pilgrimage to Busan. 

Some questions from Station 6 – Transformative Spirituality for Discipleship are reproduced below. Get some of your church leaders to respond in the service and seek other responses from the congregation. 
· How do you feel connected with Christians from other 

parts of the world? 
· How might this transform how you understand God, worship, 
your sense of the church?

· How has interacting with those from much different contexts 
enabled you to see “reality” differently, and to become motivated 
to do something about injustices?
Copyright © 2012 WCC Publications.
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	Looking after the planet
Get an inflatable globe beach ball (from the $2 shop – or $4.99 from Mighty Ape). Blow it up and show it to the children.

Tell the children that the Bible says when God made the earth “God looked at what he had done. All of it was very good!” (Genesis 1.31) He created humans and told them, “Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, and every animal on the earth.” (Genesis 1.28).

As there got to be more and more people on the planet they got careless. They polluted the sea, poisoned the earth and killed many of the species of animals, birds and fish. Mostly people didn’t know what they were doing. The world began to look quite sick.
Loosen the bung and partially deflate the globe.
The children of today know much better. Our job now is to fix things up by looking after the planet. If we all work together we can make things better. We can do this by re-cycling our rubbish, planting trees and looking after our native animals, birds and plants. 

Blow the globe up again so that it is properly inflated.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com - scroll down to the bottom of the page for a printable Children’s bulletin in MS Word.    


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Google images for “environmental crisis”

YouTube clips: Why A Rocha works in forests (2 min 7 sec); NZ Conservation Week 2013 (1 min 34 secs)
Stop trashing the earth! Graphic

Cartoon from reverendfun
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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