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Sunday 1 September 2013
Season of Creation – Ocean Sunday
Year C – Pentecost 15 – 54C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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Father’s Day

	Readings for Season of Creation
Job 38.1-18 The Lord demonstrates his superior wisdom by telling Job how he created the universe. “When the ocean was born I set its boundaries.”
Psalm 104.24-26  The Lord made the earth and all living creatures. “…what about the ocean so big and wide? It is alive with creatures, large and small.”
Ephesians 1.3-10 Christ brings to us every kind of spiritual blessing, When the time is right he will bring everything together in heaven and earth according to his plan.
Luke 5.1-11 After teaching the crowd beside the lake, Jesus got Simon to row him out into deep water. They had a great catch of fish. Jesus told Peter, “From now on you will bring people in instead of fish.”
Readings from the Revised Common Lectionary 

Jeremiah 2.4-13 The Lord reminds his people of how he has led them and then he accuses them of abandoning him. “You have rejected me the source of life giving water, and have tried to collect water in cracked and leaking pits dug in the ground.” 
Psalm 81.1, 10-16 The Lord asks his people to listen to him and promises to reward those that do.

Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16 It pleases God when we praise and serve him. We serve him by helping others. “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.”
Luke 14.1, 7-14 Jesus uses a dinner party at the home of an important person to give a lesson about status and power. “If you put yourself above others you will be put down. If you humble yourself you will be exalted.”
Alternative readings for Father’s Day:

Genesis 37.19-24, 29-35 Because of their jealousy Joseph’s brothers plot to get rid of him. They tell their father Jacob that Joseph has been killed by a wild animal. Jacob is inconsolable in his grief.
Psalm 103.6-13 Just as parents are kind to their children, the Lord is kind to all who worship him.
Ephesians 6.1-4 The household code from Ephesians. Children obey your parents. Parents don’t be hard on your children.
Matthew 1.18-25  An angel appeared to Joseph and told him that he should marry Mary and that her baby was from the Holy Spirit.
Go to “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 4 September 2011 in the 10 Minutes archives for Father’s Day resources. 



	Introduction / Background
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	Season of creation

Through the month of September “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will follow the readings and themes for the Season of Creation. The observance of a Season of Creation began in the Lutheran Church in Australia in 2000 as a response to the environmental crisis. Since then this opportunity for the church to examine creation-based themes has spread to many different denominations and around the world. The series is outlined below:

           1 September
           Ocean Sunday

8 September
           Flora and fauna Sunday

15 September
           Storm Sunday

22 September
           Social justice Sunday

29 September
           Blessing of the animals

There is an enormous amount of detailed on-line resource material to help with your services through this season:
· The Australian Season of Creation website provides resources for a full service each Sunday in MS Word

· The American Let all Creation Praise website has much additional material and adapts the Australian material for US use in a pdf format.
· The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has weekly worship planning helps

· The textweek website has range of resources for each week of the season

· The World Council of Churches website has additional information including Resources for the WCC 10th Assembly, and a host of other links… the rest of this list comes from there

· Sermon notes, intercessions, group study and harvest festival ideas by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (in English with Welsh and Irish translations).

· Outline of a prayer service on the theme of creation held at the Ecumenical Centre on 22 April 2013

· Resources collected by the Anglican Communion Environmental Network
· Resources including a set of worship service outlines by the United Church of Canada

· Exegetical and liturgical resources collected by the Network of Earthkeeping Christian Communities in South Africa (in English and Afrikaans)

· Prayers, blessings and meditations collected by the European Christian Environmental Network (in a variety of languages). See also their Time for Creation dossier.
· Additional Season of Creation resources on the Seasons of the Spirit website

· Season of Creation resources by the Mid North Coast Uniting ecoministry in Australia

· Worship, teaching and prayer material by the Uniting Earthweb
· Prayers and liturgies, preaching and educational resources by the Canadian Green Church project (in English and French)

· Resource pack "The Life of Trees and the Tree of Life" by the Christian conservation organization A Rocha.

· See also the Ecumenical Water Network's reflections and resources from the Seven Weeks for Water.

In addition New Zealand Methodist Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz
Suggestion for next Sunday – Spring Flower Festival

Next Sunday in the Season of Creation is Flora and Fauna Sunday. Get everyone who has suitable blooms and greenery to bring as much as they can along to church on Saturday. Spend the day arranging them all around the church. Aim for a display with maximum participation rather than artistic purity. Depending on the number of participants, and their enthusiasm for your display, you may be able to include: artificial lawn, water features, garden furniture, bird baths etc… and you could invite the local rest homes to bring their residents to see your display on Sunday afternoon after your service. At the end of the day, when you dismantle the display, distribute the flowers around to the local rest homes.

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 14 - 54C (29 August 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading. 
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Leviathan

as depicted by

Arthur Rackham 1908
* Matthew 16.24

100 ways to reduce your carbon footprint

	Simon had been unsuccessfully fishing all night when Jesus suggested that he row out to deep water and have another go. 
“Put out into deep water.” (Luke 5.4)
That’s easy enough to say. But there can be problems going to the deeper water.
You see, I know about fishing in little boats. I fish off the points on either side of Manly Bay where I live on the Hibiscus Coast, north of Auckland. Sometimes when I’m fishing, but not catching, I go out to deeper water. But there is danger in deeper water. Yes, I always wear a life jacket, but the wind can come up suddenly… and should it be off-shore… and should my outboard motor fail… I imagine that the best I could do rowing against a strong wind would be to stay in about the same place. Not only that… but you never know what’s underneath. More than once I’ve found myself in the middle of a school of sharks… and I’ve seen whales. 
I’m not being paranoid. 
It’s only a little boat. This going out to deeper water is fraught with danger and difficulty.
“Put out into deep water,” says Jesus. 
Actually, the “sea” that Jesus and Simon were out on was really just a lake. They called it the Sea of Galilee but, it is just 22 kilometres by 11 kilometres. And they thought that was a sea?  It wasn’t really even a big lake. (By comparison Lake Taupo is 46 kilometres by 33 kilometres.)
The Jews were not known as a sea-faring people. To the characters who appear in our Bible stories, the oceans represented the vast and fearful unknown. They were the personification of deep and dark powers, with Leviathan (Psalm 104.26) the aquatic monster, alive, threatening and dwelling therein.
“Put out into deep water.” 
It’s a big ask. But it is exactly what Jesus asks of us. He calls us to…
Go deeper in our understanding of Lordship
Deciding to become a follower of Jesus means a commitment to do what he wants us of us. It means following in his footsteps. It’s a big call, and not a decision to be taken lightly or glibly. “If any of you want to be my followers,” said Jesus, “you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me.”* Disciples of Christ are those who have responded to that challenge. In the past they have significantly shaped the world as we know it, and they will continue to do so in the future. 

However, although we may have at one time responded to the call to follow Christ, the sound of the call can fade. We can become complacent and end up for years contentedly paddling in the shallows. 

But the voice of Christ comes, “Put out into deep water.” 

Going deeper means to let Christ challenge again our ethical decisions. It means looking at our relationships with our friends, family and workmates. It involves asking if the Lord is pleased with the influence we have on those around us and the influence they have on us. Is the way we speak to these people honouring to him? Are we completely honest in our dealings with them? Are we actively seeking to serve God? 
What about our money and possessions? Here we get into deep and dangerous waters. Do we consider them our own on trust from God? Do we feel uneasy when we live in comfort while God’s children in other places go hungry? How would Christ have us respond? Are our ambitions for ourselves or for God?

…Yep, putting out into deep water is a bit dangerous. It means looking at the whole lot and asking, “What does Christ want me to do?”
And it also means to…
Go deeper in our understanding of stewardship of the planet
This morning we are particularly thinking about the oceans. 
Seventy per cent of the earth’s surface is covered by ocean, and we are called to be its responsible guardians. Without water there is no life. Everything needs water and every living thing is made up of water. This week we enter the “Season of Creation”. The idea for a Season of Creation began fourteen years ago as a response to the environmental crisis. The underlying assumption is that we Christians can do something about it. Since all life on our planet is connected to the sea and the creatures of the sea, we must do all we can to ensure the on-going health of the oceans and everything in them. 
So – are we ready to “put out into deep water” when it comes to our stewardship of the planet? It is only when people like you and me respond, that things will change. Here’s a list of some things we can do. First of all some big-picture ideas:

· New Zealand is the only developed country not to have pledged a target to reduce its carbon emissions. We need to bring pressure on government to change this.

· Transport is responsible for nineteen per cent of all New Zealand’s greenhouse gas emissions. We need to work for better public transport options.
· We can each reduce our own carbon foot print. Everything from using energy-saving light bulbs to planting a tree will help in this regard.

· Take care of the beach. We can clean up after ourselves and organise a beach clean-up to make up for those who are less responsible. 
· Use less plastic. Recycle. Carry only a re-usable water bottle. 

· Avoid purchasing seafood that comes from threatened species.

· As a church, support and promote organisations that have been set up to care for the environment like A Rocha Aotearoa.
Maybe we have never considered all this to be part of what discipleship is about. We’d rather stay in the shallow water with the old, safe and familiar things. 
The word of Christ to us this morning is that it is time to put out into deeper water.
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Sir Peter Gluckman

	What is happening to our oceans?
A report from the office of the New Zealand Chief Science Advisor, Professor Sir Peter Gluckman, released on 1 August  2013 details many of the probable ocean outcomes which will occur as a result of the present anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions:
· As CO2 is more soluble in colder waters, a greater change in ocean acidification can be expected in waters near New Zealand than in waters at equatorial latitudes. This change is expected to be most significant in the Southern Ocean.

· Lowering the pH of the water below a threshold creates conditions in which calcium carbonate, which makes up the exoskeleton of many marine organisms, would naturally dissolve.

· Prevailing pH is also important for other marine life and plays a part in controlling their physiology. Any changes potentially would have a direct impact on fish and other aquatic life as well as indirect effects through food webs.

· As well as acidifying, the Southern Ocean is expected to continue to warm and become less saline, thereby changing the density of the water and the degree of ocean stratification, with further effects on aquatic ecosystems.

· The overall sea level has been rising at a rate of about 3mm/year since the early 1990s and is now approximately 60mm higher than in 1993. This appears to indicate an increased rate of rise compared with earlier trends. Sea level rise is caused by a combination of thermal expansion of the oceans and melting or flow of ice situated on land masses into the ocean.
· Extreme high tides and storm surges are expected more frequently as the result of mean sea level rise and increases in winds. As the result of circulation changes, sub-tropical cyclones are also expected to track south more frequently, potentially affecting the north of North Island.
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	Hope in an age of despair
This is a brand new book by Robert White and Jonathan Moo which shows how Bible’s vision of the future of all of creation makes a difference to how we live now and respond to the challenges facing life on earth. Available as a Kindle edition. 
Movies related to today’s Ocean theme:

· Happy Feet (2006 – PG) A delightful animated movie about Emperor penguins in the Antarctica. It has a double message of tolerance of diversity (Happy Feet’s crazy dancing) and ecological responsibility (over-fishing is threatening existence of the wild-life).
· Finding Nemo (2003 – PG) An animated Academy Award winning Disney/ Pixar movie about a clownfish searching for his lost son Nemo. Nemo is captured and put into a Sydney fish tank but manages to escape via a drain back into the ocean.  Ironically, as a result of the movie, many people released their tropical fish into the (wrong) ocean and the introduction of these alien predators is seriously threatening the survival of native species.
· Whale rider (2002 – PG) One of the exceptional New Zealand movies that has received international acclaim. Witi Ihimaera’s novel, adapted for the screen by director Niki Caro, explores the theme of human belonging – both within a culture and within the world of nature. 
Other movies with an ecological theme for the Season of Creation

· An inconvenient truth (2006 - PG) An Academy Award winning documentary movie about former US Vice-President Al Gore’s campaign to educate the world about climate change. 

· Avatar (2009 – M) Directed and written by James Cameron, this visually extravagant movie is based on a science fiction plot in which humans rape the resources of the planet Pandora. The entertainment value and box office success was due more to the visual effects (for which it won Oscars) than the storyline with its clumsy ecological message. Trekkies will tell you that Star Trek IV – The Voyage Home (1986 – G) also attempted to combine sc-fi with an ecological message with a similarly clumsy result.
· The Lorax (2012 – PG) This is an animated movie adaptation of a Dr Seuss book. It tells the story of a grumpy yet endearing creature who seeks to protect the earth from environmental disaster caused by greed. Featured are the voices of Danny DeVito (as the Lorax) Zac Efron and Taylor Swift. In the words of the Lorax, “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”
· Yogi Bear (2010 – G) With a bit of a push you could say that the movie is about how the lives of species are threated by their diminishing natural environment. All good fun – filmed in New Zealand.
· Erin Brockovich (2000 – M) starring Julia Roberts is based on a true story and tells of a legal assistant’s persistence to achieve justice after a big power company pollutes the city’s water supply.
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	Beach clean-up
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I did suggest this idea a couple of months ago, alongside the “Plastic Free July” campaign, but it also fits with our “ocean” theme today. Arrange for the church to have a social outing to a local beach or lake. Take some empty trash bags and clean up any rubbish in the area. Then see if there are those among you who would like to get creative (the Youth Group?) and make a piece of art to display in the church from some of the junk. You could clean some of the trash and glue it to a board and then spray paint it, or alternatively make a hanging artistic feature from it. (The one pictured on the right came from “Clean Up Australia Day” last year.)



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All creatures of our God and king MHB 28; WOV 3; H&P 329; CMP 7; S2 614

Come fill our cup with the water of life   HIOS 18
For all small children AA 88
For the music of creation  AA 41
Glory to God FFS 23

God is our refuge and strength CMP 188
God of our island home HIOS 43

God, who made the earth WOV 82

I sing the almighty power of God MHB 46; WOV 40; H&P 334; CMP 293

I, the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246

Jesus is Lord, creation’s voice proclaims it SIS 360: CMP 367
Jesus, Saviour pilot me – free words and score sheet from hymnry.org

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder CMP 506; S1 396

O worship the king all glorious above MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; 

    S1 425

Praise him, praise him God of creation SIS 131
The God of heaven thunders AA 135

The Lord is King, and like a king WOV 19

The majesty of mountains AA 139

Watch once more the wind swept storm cloud – Words: seasonofcreation.com 

       (open the MS Word doc for Ocean Sunday and scroll down). Tune: “Praise 

        my soul”

What a wonderful change CMP 748

Wide, wide as the ocean – free words and score sheet from smallchurchmusic
Wind on the water HIOS 155


	Prayers
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	Collects 
God of all creation, 

you call all peoples of the earth into your kingdom. 

Grant that we, with young and old of all nations,

may boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honour and praise, now and forever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
When we soil and infect our own little nest,

we drink our water from a septic tank,

and the enquiry moves to an inner test.

The question arises as to what is our quest,

Is it all about me and what I have in the bank?

Can we honestly say our endeavours are blest? 

Can we care for ourselves and our planet earth,

do we clean up our act, or draw a blank,

will our grandchildren breathe and live on our turf?

The enquiry moves beyond inner mirth.

Together:
Creator God,

We seek to base our relationships of love and justice 

with you, 

our planet,

and our neighbour.

Give us a clean heart,

to live simply and humbly,

to honour You,

Amen. 

© John Howell (used with permission)
Psalm 104 (selection)
God, my God, how great you are!
    beautifully, gloriously robed,
Dressed up in sunshine,
    and all heaven stretched out for your tent.

You built your palace on the ocean deeps,
    made a chariot out of clouds and took off on wind-wings.
You commandeered winds as messengers,
    appointed fire and flame as ambassadors.
You set earth on a firm foundation
    so that nothing can shake it, ever.
You blanketed earth with ocean,
    covered the mountains with deep waters;

Then you roared and the water ran away—
    your thunder crash put it to flight.
Mountains pushed up, valleys spread out
    in the places you assigned them.

You set boundaries between earth and sea;
    never again will earth be flooded.
You started the springs and rivers,
    sent them flowing among the hills.
You water the mountains from your heavenly cisterns;
    earth is supplied with plenty of water.
You make grass grow for the livestock,
    hay for the animals that plow the ground.

What a wildly wonderful world, God!
    You made it all, with Wisdom at your side,
    made earth overflow with your wonderful creations.
Oh, look—the deep, wide sea,
    brimming with fish past counting,
    sardines and sharks and salmon.
Ships plow those waters,
    and Leviathan, your pet dragon, romps in them.

The glory of God—let it last forever!
    Let God enjoy his creation!
He takes one look at earth and triggers an earthquake,
    points a finger at the mountains, and volcanoes erupt.
Oh, let me sing to God all my life long,
    sing hymns to my God as long as I live!
Oh, let my song please him;
O my soul, bless God!

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson
Father’s Day prayer  - see children’s section below
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Sharing


	See Beach clean-up above.
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	Father’s Day

Pre-arrange for some children to share in the service about their dads: 

You could ask them to bring along something that reminds them of their dad, and say why it does (his old jumper, golf club, burnt toast...). Keep it secret from dad – but, if there’s a mum, inform her as her guidance may be needed!

Or, you could ask them to say three things they like about their dad. 

Then round off by getting an older child to read the Father’s Day prayer below.

Lord God,

this Father’s Day we pray your blessing 
on the fathers, grandfathers and uncles 
in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models for the children
that come under their influence.
We are well aware that many in our land 
grow up without the love and stability offered by a good father;
So we pray for special care for the fatherless.
We ask you to bless, help and strengthen single and solo mothers.
Thank you that we can name you as Father

and that you care for us all as children.
So we praise you today, our God and Father

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
More Lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com - scroll down to the bottom of the page for a printable Children’s bulletin in MS Word.  
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	Google images for ocean and sea
Cartoons from Reverendfun: Into the deep; Bycatch
Take care of the ocean: YouTube clip from National Geographic (6 min 35 sec) YouTube for kids (1 min 7 sec)
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
3

