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Sunday 13 October 2013
Keep your mind on Christ
Year C - Pentecost 21 - 60C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7 Jeremiah writes from Jerusalem to the Jews who have been taken into captivity in Babylonia. He tells them to settle down there, get married and have children.

Psalm 66.1-12 A song of thanksgiving that recalls the journey of God’s people from Egypt to the promised land. 
2 Timothy 2.8-15 Paul writes from a Roman prison to encourage Timothy to keep working for Christ. He quotes one of the early hymns of the Christian church – a martyrs’ hymn (SIS 354).

Luke 17.11-19 Jesus heals ten people who are suffering from leprosy. Only one of them, a Samaritan, returns to thank him.

White Sunday – Lotu Tamaiti

Samoan congregations celebrate White Sunday today. White Sunday is a celebration of childhood. Men, women and children dress completely in white.  It is customary for the children to present dramatisations of Bible stories in the service on this day. An order of service and play are available from the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. 
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CEV = contemporary English Version of the Bible

NIV = New International Version of the Bible
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	2 Timothy 2
The lectionary reading takes us only to a section of eight verses from the middle of 2 Timothy 2. Some significant material can be found in both what is included and what is omitted in this selection.

The verses included cover 2 Timothy 2.11-13, which looks like and early Christian hymn. It was suggested last week that 2 Timothy 1.9-10 may also be a quote from a Christian hymn. The hymn-like passage from today’s chapter is:
If we died with Christ, we will live with him.
If we don’t give up, we will rule with him.
If we deny that we know him,
he will deny that he knows us.
If we are not faithful, he will still be faithful.
Christ cannot deny who he is.
It is a passage that we still sing today (SIS 354). Among other things, this speaks of the ability that Christian hymns and songs have to build truth into our lives. If the words of hymns sprang to mind for Paul, as he was trying to explain God’s work to Timothy, they can also come to mind for us when we seek to know God’s will. It highlights the importance of what we sing, and shows the benefit of songs that are filled with the substance of the Christian faith. Along these lines, it is interesting to study the content of Christian hymnary though different phases of modern church history. Wesley sought to pack as much gospel truth as he could into his hymns. At other times the church has been content to simply to sing the scriptures… and then there are periods when the focus seems to be more on ourselves and how we feel.
The verses from chapter two that are omitted from today’s reading contain some very preachable material by nature of the fact that they have a lovely array of Paul’s metaphors. In the verses before the lectionary selection there is an encouragement to be like:
· a “good soldier” serving in the army – knowing duty, suffering and obedience (2 Timothy 2.3-4)

· “an athlete” – disciplined and determined to win (2 Timothy 2.5)

· “farmers” – working hard to get the benefits of their labour which they are the first to enjoy (2 Timothy 2.6)
Then, in the passage that follows the lectionary selection, Paul pictures for us:

· “a wound that won’t heal” – to illustrate the harm of worthless arguments (2 Timothy 2.16-17)
· “a foundation” that is solid – to illustrate the standing of God’s people who turn away from evil (2 Timothy 2.19)

· “a large house” – to illustrate the nature of the church. Frequently we see in Paul’s writings the church described as a building (2 Timothy 2.20)

· “dishes… made of gold or silver… wood or clay” – to illustrate the variety of people found within the church community, from honourable to dishonourable (2 Timothy 2.20-21)
· “trapped by the devil” – Paul uses the illustration of being trapped in a snare to explain the position of those who oppose the gospel and their need to find a means of escape (2 Timothy 2.25-26)
Here is a true message

“Here is a true message” (2 Timothy 2.11 CEV) or “here is a trustworthy saying” (NIV) is a formula that we find only in the pastoral epistles. The fact that we find it four times in the letters to Timothy and again in Titus (I Timothy 1.15; 3.1 and 4.9 as well as Titus 3.8) but nowhere else in Paul’s writing has been used to argue against Paul’s authorship of the pastorals. Of greater significance is that the formula is used to emphasise the importance of a saying, in the same way that Jesus uses “truly, truly”. These important sayings in Timothy are:

· Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners
· Anyone who desires to be a church official wants to be something worthwhile

· Exercise is good for your body, but religion helps you in every way. It promises life now and forever
· If we died with Christ, we will live with him. If we don’t give up, we will rule with him. If we deny that we know him, he will deny that he knows us. If we are not faithful, he will still be faithful. Christ cannot deny who he is.

Call to mind

The title for this edition of “10 minutes on a Tuesday” comes from 2 Timothy 2.8 where, depending on the version of the Bible we are reading, we are told to “remember Jesus”, “keep your mind on Jesus” or “fix this picture firmly in your mind”. 
These are attempts to translate mnemoneuo, which you will recognise as the source of that lovely English word mnemonic. A mnemonic is a technique to aid the memory. When, as a child, I was learning music I was told every good boy deserves fruit. This was the mnemonic to help me remember EGBDF, the notes on the lines of the treble clef.

The idea in 2 Timothy 2.8 is not that we are in danger of forgetting about Jesus. It is that we need an encouragement to keep Jesus Christ in our minds. If we keep bringing to mind the man Jesus, risen from the dead and present with us, it will change the way that we live.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 20 - 60C (10 October 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading.
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	Remember Jesus
In writing his letter to Timothy, Paul knows of all the pressures, plans and projects that a young pastor can be faced with. He knows that there is always so much to be done. With this in mind, Paul advises that there is one thing that is needful above all else. “Keep your mind on Jesus Christ!” (2 Timothy 2.8). 
The advice to Timothy is also for all of us who are Jesus’ followers. It is Christ who is to be the focus of our attention, because he is our leader and our champion. The Christian faith is not centred upon an ideal but on a Person. When we gather together as the church week by week we come to look to him, to worship him and to learn how to live to please him. 
We have been reminded through the Season of Creation of the important environmental issues that we face in the twenty-first century. Not only that, but we also want to work for peace and justice. In the face of such large global issues, it would be easy to think that our small efforts are but a drop in the ocean. We could be tempted to give up because of the apparent hopelessness of the task. But that would be to ignore the example of Christ and the powerful presence of Christ with us. 

We remember that Jesus was born “from the family of David” (2 Timothy 2.8). His life on earth speaks to us by way of example. We are encouraged by his humanity. He was tested as we are. Just as we are tempted to turn aside from the tasks that God has given us, so was he. Because of his humanity not only can we identify with him, he can identify with us. When we think that the going is tough, we can consider and be motivated by the example of our Lord who also faced hardship and suffering, yet persevered.
In keeping our mind on Christ, we are not just thinking of him as an historic entity, for as Christ is human, he is also divine. Paul reminds us, “He was…. raised from death” (2 Timothy 2.8). It is because our Lord is risen from the dead, that he can be the presence of God with us here and now. So prominent is the resurrection in the writing and teaching of Paul that some of his readers misunderstood him to be speaking of two Gods: one called “the Christ” and the other called “the Resurrection”. The point is that, though the task before us is great, we will not be overwhelmed if we are aware of the presence of the risen Lord with us. 
Don’t give up
If this second letter to Timothy was written during the time of the persecution under the Emperor Nero, it was a period when Christians were coming under great pressure. The safest thing would be to deny any knowledge of Christ and to disassociate from the church. There was so much at stake. Not only was there persecution from without, there was a problem of false teaching from within the church. So Paul writes this letter from his prison cell encouraging Christians not to give up. To Timothy the message is “endure your share of suffering” (2 Timothy 2.3) and to the church of Ephesus he says, “if we don’t give up we will rule with him” (referring to Christ’s future reign -2 Timothy 2.12).
Times have changed. It is not the threat of martyrdom that causes people to give up today so much as indifference. When we view our faith as being primarily in an institution which holds to an unchanging moral code and timeless truths, it is little wonder that only a few hardy souls seek to persevere. Institutions and moral authorities don’t fare so well in the twenty-first century. 
But the plea to endure is an appeal not to give up on our relationship with Christ. “If we died with Christ, we will live with him” (2 Timothy 2.11). Being drawn into a relationship whereby we live with Christ is a whole lot more relevant and challenging than a relationship with an institution. This is particularly so when we are thinking of the resurrected Christ who present with us and wants to be involved in our daily lives. “You must let him make you strong” (2 Timothy 2.1) is Paul’s advice to Timothy and to us.
Although Christ calls us to be faithful, from time to time we stumble, and falter, and fall short in our obedience and witness. And at such times he stands by us. “If we are not faithful, he will still be faithful.” He just can’t help it. It is his nature to be gracious and “Christ cannot deny who he is” (2 Timothy 2.13).
So this week… let’s keep our minds on Jesus. Don’t give up on him. We can be sure he won’t give up on us.
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Emperor Nero 37-68CE

	Paradox
The Christian understanding, affirmed by the early church creeds, is that Christ is both fully God and fully human. Paul seems to be making this point in our reading today (2 Timothy 2.8). It is a paradox that, like all paradoxes, requires some mental gymnastics to comprehend. Lean too much one way and we see Christ as just a good man. Go in the other direction and he is remote and distant. It is in the balance (the paradox) that we find the truth… but the balance point is hard to achieve.
Some years ago I was asked to lead a group Bible study on the theme of the person of Christ. Since those in the group were seniors and they were from an evangelical church, I wrongly assumed that an emphasis on the humanity of Christ would be a refreshing new perspective. To my surprise everyone in the group heartily agreed with my emphasis on the earthly Christ. Once I realised that I was only emphasising what was already the consensus, I asked, “Do any of you believe that Christ was also divine?” There wasn’t anybody! It was time for a change of tack for study number two.
Persecution under Nero
Nero came to the throne of the Roman Empire in 54CE following the death of his great-uncle Claudius. Under his reign the cultural life of the Empire was enhanced. The building of theatres and gymnasiums, as well as other major construction projects, was undertaken. 
It was also during his rule that the great fire of Rome broke out. This fire burned for six days and destroyed most of the city. It was commonly believed that Nero had started the fire himself so that he could re-develop the city. This idea is recorded in history in the saying “Nero fiddled while Rome burned”. It is believed that, to avoid the hatred of the populace, Nero blamed the Christians for the fire. As a result the first widespread and systematic persecution of the Christian community commenced. The historian Tacitus recorded that Nero variously ordered Christians to be thrown to the dogs, to be crucified as well as to be burned as human torches.
Quotes

Our primary objective in life is to live for an audience of One.
Daniel B Wallace

No words in the Bible have been more frequently wrenched from their context than the three words Remember Jesus Christ. They can stand alone for they bring us back to the magnetic pole from which all Christian faith and life take their directions.

Morgan P Noyes
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	A music track that is suitable for use in a church service and could introduce today’s theme comes from American gospel singer/song-writer, Andrae Crouch. The song is Always Remember. It is the final track on his No time to lose album (1984). 
See the chorale version below.
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	Memory aid
To introduce today’s theme set up a visual display at the front of the church, or make a slide show, of things that that we use to help us remember. Some ideas:
· a string around the finger, 
· an Anzac Day poppy, 
· a photograph of an event, 
· a ring around a calendar date, 
· an entry in a diary or electronic diary, 
· a ring on the finger.
You could use the display of the same objects to set up a station. You will need with a container of small pieces of string and the following instructions:
Look:
At the pictures of objects that people use to jog their memories. Before the advent of electronic gadgets, a piece of string around the finger was sometimes used to aid the memory.
Read:
Paul’s advice to Timothy: “Remember Jesus Christ, who was raised from death, who was a descendant of David, as is taught in the Good News I preach.” 
2 Timothy 2.8
Think: 

Consider the different means that people use to remember Jesus: a prayer in Jesus’ name giving thanks before a meal, wearing a cross, reading the Bible, breaking bread and sharing wine. 
Pray:
Lord God, 

as I go about my daily activities this week
help me to be mindful that the risen Christ present with me.
Amen.

Take:

A piece of string with you – put it in your pocket/ purse/ wallet. As you come across it this week let it be a reminder that the risen Lord is there with you.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns and Songs
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

Give thanks with a grateful heart SIS 509; CMP 170

Have faith in God my heart WOV 552; H&P 675

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251; 

     S1 190

If we died with him SIS 354

In Christ alone CMP 1072; S1 225 
Let our love shine out  HIOS 88
Lord I lift your name on high CMP 881; S1 330
Lord Jesus Christ you have come to us WOV 451; H&P 671; CMP 435
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887

My Jesus, my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Thank you for the night  HIOS 128
The head that once was crowned S3 1528

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

This, this is the God we adore MHB 69; WOV 153; H&P 277

To God be the glory MHB 313; WOV 85; H&P 463; CMP 708; S1 526

Turn your eyes upon Jesus SIS 34; CMP 712; S1 533
Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070
Wounded world  FFS 80


	Prayers

	Collect 
Lord, in your goodness 

open our eyes to your light, 

and so fill our hearts with your glory 

that we may always acknowledge Jesus as Saviour, 

and hold fast to his word in sincerity and truth. 

We make our prayer 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
In gratitude our hearts spill over Lord XE "In gratitude our hearts spill over Lord" 
The mornings are so blue, so clear, so full of promise for the coming day

The friends who love us are so close, so warm, so loving

The senses with which we appreciate the world may not be all that we would like, but we can still know all you have given us

In gratitude we note people doing good work


Medical people going beyond their job descriptions to show care, to use 
                       their gifts to comfort and inform


Tradesmen offering a little extra, 


Strangers showing unexpected kindnesses, 


Families enjoying each other’s company 



and overflowing their happiness to those around them

 
People mending roads, and weeding public gardens, and picking up 
                        rubbish and giving people directions

all the little un-notice-able acts that make our lives and the life of our city 

In gratitude we remember times we knew your touch, your closeness, your presence, your comfort

And we call them to heart and mind now, to carry us into the coming season

© Alan K Webster – used with permission

Remembering Jesus

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour

We remember today that you walked upon this earth

We remember you as the friend of sinners

The companion of the poor

We remember your compassion for the needy

Your patience with the perplexed

We remember your silence before your accusers

Your determination to do your Father’s will

We remember the false accusations, the crowd’s betrayal

Your suffering and death on the cross

We remember your resurrection from the grave

Your triumph over death

We remember your commission, sending us into your world

And your promise of presence with us always

Help us, your church, to spread the good news
And encourage us today by granting your powerful presence with us 
For your glory we pray
Amen

Psalm 66 (selection)
Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!
    Sing about the glory of his name!
    Tell the world how glorious he is.

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
    Your enemies cringe before your mighty power.
Everything on earth will worship you;
    they will sing your praises,
    shouting your name in glorious songs.” 

Come and see what our God has done,
    what awesome miracles he performs for people!
He made a dry path through the Red Sea,
    and his people went across on foot.
    There we rejoiced in him.

For by his great power he rules forever.
    He watches every movement of the nations;
    let no rebel rise in defiance. 

Let the whole world bless our God
    and loudly sing his praises.

Our lives are in his hands,
    and he keeps our feet from stumbling.
You have tested us, O God;
    you have purified us like silver.

Come and listen, all you who fear God,
    and I will tell you what he did for me.
For I cried out to him for help,
    praising him as I spoke.

If I had not confessed the sin in my heart,
    the Lord would not have listened.
But God did listen!
    He paid attention to my prayer.
Praise God, who did not ignore my prayer
    or withdraw his unfailing love from me.

New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.
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Book review

Last week did you ask someone in the church to prepare a book review of 2 Timothy? If so, include their review in your service this week
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	Remember who you are
(Here’s a story that has incidents from my own childhood. I’m sure that, without much adaptation, most of you could re-tell it using your own experiences – Andrew) 
Not everyone grows up with the same surname as their parents or guardians, but I did. And because my surname is not very common (Gamman) in a way I was aware that I represented the family name everywhere I went. What I mean is if I did something good, my family was proud of me because it reflected well on them too. 
Now I didn’t stand out much at school. I was never one of those bright kids or top at sports. So I was never chosen to get awards at school assemblies for being a top student or even for being a good sport.  I’m sure my parents would have been very proud of me if I had been. 

But one thing that I did do when I was in primary school was a lot of odd jobs. I earned and saved up enough money to fly by myself to Fiji to visit my best friend who had moved there to live. In my home town that was news, and I got my picture in the local paper. I guess my parents were proud of that.

On the other hand, at about the same age, I got our garden loppers and cut a hole in the hedge that surrounded the local park. I thought it was a good idea because it meant I had a short-cut into the park. But when a policeman came to our house to tell me off, I knew it wasn’t such a good idea. On that day my parents didn’t think I represented the family name very well!

Just like I represent the name Gamman everywhere I go, I also represent the name of Christ. In fact all of us who are Christians do. People around us only know what a Christian is like by looking at us. If we do kind things, they will think that Christians are kind. If we are mean, people will think that is how Christians are. 

That’s why the Bible says for us to “Do your best to win God’s approval as a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed” (2 Timothy 2.15). We don’t want to be ashamed of what we do. What we really want is for Jesus to be proud of what we do because we represent him well.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to do our best to win your approval, at home, at school and everywhere we go. Amen

More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (scroll down to the bottom of the page for a children’s bulletin in MS Word) and childrenssermonsonline.
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	Christ in Christian art from bible-topten
Two paintings by Hienrich Hofmann (1824-1911):  Christ and the rich young ruler; The Lord’s image
YouTube clip of Atlanta’s Chorale New Creation singing Always Remember Jesus
Remembering – a cartoon from reverendfun
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2
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