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Sunday 6 October 2013
Beginning the last letter
Year C - Pentecost 20 - 59C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Lamentations 1.1-6 Jeremiah laments the sacking of Jerusalem and the exile of her people. He recognises this has come about as punishment for the sins of the people.
Psalm 37.1-9 David appeals to people to trust in the Lord and promises rewards for those that do. “Take delight in the Lord and he will give you your heart’s desire.”

2 Timothy 1.1-14 In his second letter to Timothy, Paul begins on a personal note, with mention of the faith of Timothy’s mother and grandmother. He encourages Timothy to make full use of the gift that God has given him.
Luke 17.5-10 Jesus encourages his disciples by telling them that just a little faith is enough to work wonders. However, there is no room for pride as we are merely servants carrying out the will of our master.
If you are carrying the Season of Creation into the first week of October, today is Cosmos Sunday. The readings for Cosmos Sunday are: Proverbs 8.22-31; Psalm 104.24-26; Colossians 1.15-20; John 6.41-51. Go to season of creation resources.
It is also World Communion Sunday, a day to promote Christian unity and ecumenical co-operation. The suggested readings for this are: Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 96; 1 Peter 2.4-10; Matthew 28.16-20. Go to Textweek for resources.


	Introduction / Background
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	The Second Letter to Timothy
Along with the little letter to Titus, the letters to Timothy have been called “pastoral epistles”. Rather than being written to a church, they are addressed to individuals who are leading churches and they raise a combination of both church and personal issues. 
But were they from Paul? 
The letters to Timothy both begin by stating that they are from Paul. However that does not put the matter to rest, as much early literature was written under someone else’s name for the purpose of adding a weight of authority. In ancient times for later disciples to write under their master’s name was not considered to be at all improper. Some scholars cite differences in language and style from what we see in the undisputed Pauline letters. Not only that, it is also claimed that some of the historical references and the church organisation described in the letters represent a later setting than would have been present in Paul’s lifetime. So scholarship is divided. There are those who maintain that these are the letters written by Paul to Timothy. Others say that these are later letters written for church leaders and the name “Timothy” should be understood as a representative name. A better solution may be to understand them as pieces of genuine Pauline letters that have been compiled together by a later editor.
So we will assume that these letters have essentially come from the hand of Paul and are written to his younger protégé Timothy. Timothy was the leader of the church at Ephesus that had been started by Paul and his friends Priscilla and Aquila. The first letter was probably written about 64CE prior to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome and this, the second letter, two or three years later while Paul was in a Roman prison and facing the inevitability of his own execution. In this case these are probably the last words that we have that were written by Paul before his death. 
This letter shows a deep concern for the continuity of the church, so Timothy is instructed that the things he has learned from Paul must be passed on to others. And he will need to depend on the power of the Holy Spirit, because standing for the truth is bound to attract opposition. 

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 19 - 59C (3 October 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
* The Greek word is   

   Sophronismos
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
	Paul wrote this letter to Timothy to encourage and help him in his leadership of the first century church in Ephesus… but it continues to resonate with the church in our own day. Even if we limit ourselves to the first fourteen verses of 2 Timothy 1 there are so many relevant strands that it would be difficult to follow them all in one sermon. I have outlined below three different possible ways for preachers to approach different aspects of the passage: 
Sermon outline 1 - Give thanks for our heritage
Give thanks for our Race – Paul was born a Jew. This was the race which was chosen by God for the Messiah’s appearing. So Paul gives thanks for his cultural heritage and mentions his ancestors who worshipped God (2 Timothy 1.3). 
But he is also able to critique his culture. There were aspects within it that he saw as a hindrance to the gospel. He can look back on his heritage as a Jew and as a member of the elite group of Pharisees and see these things as “rubbish” in comparison to his new standing as a follower of Christ (Philippians 3.8).

Because of the inherent sinfulness of people this is true of every culture. There are aspects for which we can give thanks and others that need to be challenged by the truth made known in Christ. 

Are we able to give thanks for our cultural heritage? 
Are we able to critique it in the light of the gospel?
Give thanks for our Families – Timothy came from a Christian family. His mother Eunice and grandmother Lois were both followers of Jesus. Presumably his father was not. As far as we know Eunice and Lois were not church leaders. They were mums who had an enormous impact on the church through their Christian influence on their family.
Do we realise that our primary responsibility is to pass on the faith to members of our own household? 
Faith is better caught than taught. Can our family see that the Christian faith is vital and relevant to our lives? 

What is it about our behaviour that we would like them to copy? 

Does our family see us praying for each other? 
Do they see us seeking God’s guidance? 
Do they see us reading the scriptures?
Give thanks for our Friends  –  What a bond there must have been between Paul and Timothy. You can sense some of the depth of their relationship in the language used. The older Paul calls Timothy “a dear child” and says that he still prays for him “night and day” (2 Timothy 1.2-3). As with any close friendship it includes both sadness and joy. Paul remembers how Timothy cried at their parting and longs for the joy of another reunion (2 Timothy 1.4).
This close bond of friendship had grown through their work together in seeking to establish the church. 
What mission endeavours are we involved with that bring us alongside others in such a way that deep bonds are formed? 

Does our church provide such opportunities? 

How much do we pray for our friends?

Is there an older Christian that I can relate to, who will mentor me as Paul did for Timothy? 

Is there a younger Christian in my church that I can mentor as Paul did for Timothy?
Sermon outline 2 - Depend on the Spirit 
“The Spirit gives us power, love and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1.7 CEV
Receive power – Of course we get a bit nervous when someone boasts that they have the Holy Spirit’s power. And we rightly shy away from those church leaders who grasp for power and desire to be in a position to tell others what to do. But that is not what is being talked about here at all. This is the power to serve and power to be a witness. We know that, in ourselves, we lack the needed resources to be faithful servants of God, and it is the Holy Spirit who provides the power to make things happen.

In our pluralistic age, more than ever, Christians are likely to be timid when it comes to sharing their own experience of knowing Christ. We need a strength stronger than ourselves. So it is that Paul writes, “God’s Spirit doesn’t make cowards out of us. The Spirit gives us power…” (2 Timothy 1.7). In a time when most people would rather not get involved, we need power to serve those who are down-trodden, abused, under-privileged and forgotten.
Receive love – The exercise of power by itself is a recipe for disaster. I think of those well-meaning church members who are so intent on building the church that they can see no merit in wasting time with burdensome needy people. Power needs to be mixed with love in equal portions. True Christian service is born in compassion for people. This is the ministry that was demonstrated by our Lord, who always had the time to stop for one needy individual. Once again, we soon come to the end of our natural resources when we seek to love and serve as he did. We need a love from beyond ourselves.

Receive self-control – What a travesty it is that some have given the impression being filled with the Holy Spirit’s power means losing control to some alien force and drifting into a kind of nuttiness. It maybe that this true of some people’s experience of entering a spiritualist trance.  But it is far removed from being possessed by God’s Holy Spirit. His Spirit is the Spirit of self-control. “Self-control” (2 Timothy 1.7 in CEV) translates a word* that is difficult to exactly give an English equivalent. Other translations include “a sound mind”, “sensible” and “self-discipline”. Another suggestion is to render it “the sanity of saintliness”.  This is the evidence of the Holy Spirit’s presence: he helps us to be self-controlled, self-disciplined and sensible. In the madness of a self-serving world it is only the presence of the Holy Spirit which makes sacrificing ourselves to serve God and other people seem natural, sensible and sound minded.
More than ever today we need to receive this Spirit who gives to God’s people power, love and self-control.
Sermon outline 3 - Understand the gospel (2 Timothy 1.9-10 CEV)
God saved us and chose us to be his holy people.
We did nothing to deserve this,
but God planned it because he is so kind.
Even before time began God planned for Christ Jesus
    to show kindness to us.

Now Christ Jesus has come

to show us the kindness of God.
Christ our Savior defeated death
and brought us the good news.
It shines like a light and offers life that never ends.
These verses, say many Bible commentators, look like an early Christian hymn. And that it may well be. They are a marvellous and succinct statement of the good news about Jesus that we all need to hear.
Hear the call – At the beginning of God’s plan for us is a rescue call. The funny thing is that most people don’t think that they need rescuing. But we do. We need rescuing from our own selfish desires. We need rescuing from a life that is confined and limited. We need rescuing from our habitual inclination to aim too low. The good news is that God loves us and planned for Jesus to come on a rescue mission. Christ has the power to cut us free from all that binds us. And not only does he “save” us, he calls us. According to these verses “our Lord… saved us and called us…” (NRSV). Some think that the people who are called by God are only the pastors and ministers and the like, but the truth is that every follower of Jesus is called to join in his mission to the world.
See the plan – We can’t earn God’s kindness. It is directed toward us because of who he is, not as a result of anything that we do. This was Martin Luther’s watershed discovery that sparked the European Reformation of the sixteenth century. We don’t earn God’s favour, we just receive it. We receive it by faith when we admit we cannot rescue ourselves and accept God’s rescue plan; a plan which, according to this scripture, existed “even before time began”.
Find the hope – As a result of God’s plan, Christ has defeated death and he now offers us a life that never ends. That means both life of a different quality for us here and now, as well as life that goes on beyond the grave. It is “life that never ends” and we can have some understanding of this because it has been demonstrated for us in the resurrection of Jesus. So it is that our life here and now, and in the age to come, is linked to the person of Christ Jesus. This is good news that we need to own and declare.
John Wesley wrote in his notes on this passage, "The love of the Father, the grace of our Saviour, and the whole economy of salvation, are here admirably described." 
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NIV = New International Version of the Bible

	Not timid?
The New Zealand Church Life Survey asked respondents to describe their readiness to talk about their faith. Only as small minority chose the option “At ease, look for opportunities” (17.6% of Baptists; 11.8% of Anglicans; 10.1% of those in Co-operating Ventures; 9.8% of Methodists)
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“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power…”  
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2 Timothy 1.7 NIV
A sound mind (see note on sophonismos above) 
I remember hearing Scottish theologian Thomas Smail speaking when he visited New Zealand. 
He told of a man who had recently had an experience of being filled with the Spirit. He was asked, “What was the evidence of you receiving the Holy Spirit?” 
The questioner, being of a Pentecostal bent, was expecting the evidence to be speaking in tongues. To his surprise the answer was something like: “I knew that I had been filled with the Spirit because I felt no obligation to be at church meetings night after night. Previously I had spent all my time on church committees but the Spirit freed me from that sense of obligation and I was able to happily stay home with my family.” 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Read the letter
If you are planning on spending the next few weeks preaching from 2 Timothy, by way of preparation, you will need to read the letter through several times. Read it out loud. Try to capture the feel of the letter. Ask:

· What was the message for Timothy?
· What was the message for Ephesian church?

· What is the message for me?

· What is the message for my church?
Set your congregation a homework assignment of reading the whole letter on Sunday afternoon when they get home from church. (It only takes 11 minutes to read it out loud from start to finish.)


	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	The last letter before I die
Print off some cards like the one illustrated. 

You could either hand them out toward the end of the service or leave them in the foyer with some pencils and encourage people to fill them out as they leave. 

You will need to provide some instructions similar to those below.

INSTRUCTIONS
As far as we know Paul’s second letter to Timothy was the last letter that he wrote before he died. He mentioned some important things: 

· He told Timothy of his love and care for him 
· He encouraged Timothy to be bold and faithful, 
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He encouraged Timothy to pass his faith on to others and to expect opposition.
If you were writing a last note to someone you loved what would you say? Write your ideas on the card. 
Sometimes we neglect to say the most important things to the ones that we love. Consider whether it would be good to pass these thoughts on, even though this is not your final opportunity.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns and Songs
All I have and all I am S4 1708

Be bold, be strong SIS 465; CMP 49; S1 38

Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57

Forth in your name MHB 509; WOV 480; H&P 381
God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

Have faith in God my heart WOV 552

Holy Spirit come SIS 446
I know not why CMP 279; S2 769

I’m not ashamed MHB 485; WOV 470; H&P 677; CMP 323

I’m not ashamed (adapted LeTocq) CMP 992

Love divine all loves excelling MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343

Make me a captive, Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714; CMP 455

More love, more power CMP 892; S1 359

Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486

O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383

Salvation belongs to our God CMP 924; S1 443

To God be the glory MHB 313; WOV 85; H&P 463; CMP 708; S1 526

We have heard a joyful sound MHB 316; CMP 730

Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070
You rescued me CMP 1020; S1 605
Songs for Cosmos Sunday

God of ages   HIOS 39
Great ring of light  AA 57
Lover of creation  HIOS 98
Songs for World Communion Sunday
Come fill our cup  HIOS 18
For everyone born  FFS 17
The bread is blessed  HIOS 131


	Prayers

	Collect 
Blessed are you, O Lord, 

and blessed are those who observe and keep your law.

Help us to seek you with our whole heart, 

to delight in your commandments 

and to walk in the glorious liberty 

given us by your Son, Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we make our prayer. Amen.


© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

This is a moment that will never be quite the same again: XE "This is a moment that will never be quite the same again\:" 
These people, this date this set of memories and expectations

This might be a moment that we remember and value

Equally, this could be just like many other moments:

Lost in the claim and counter claims of importance

The choice is ours

We have chosen to be here this morning

You always choose to be with us, Lord:

We choose now to tune in to you

You always chose to tune in to us

We make a difference to each other

the way we greet each other

the way we listen to each other

the way we value, remember, honour each person here

We recognise the importance we have each one here for each other: that for this time, in this place, we matter to each other

We worship You who are always there, who always listens, who always cares

And in our individuality and our communality

Our shared experiences and our differences

We come to celebrate together

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
Psalm 37.3-7
Trust in the Lord and do good.
    Then you will live safely in the land and prosper.
Take delight in the Lord,
    and he will give you your heart’s desires.
Commit everything you do to the Lord.
    Trust him, and he will help you.
He will make your innocence radiate like the dawn,
    and the justice of your cause will shine like the noonday sun.
Be still in the presence of the Lord,
    and wait patiently for him to act.
Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. 
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	Book review

Give one of the readers in the church a book review project. Get them to go away and study 2 Timothy so they can come back and give a short review of the book in the church service next week. Get them to summarise the contents of this little letter and say what they made of it.  It might be helpful to print off a bit of background information about the letter. Alternatively, you could loan them one or two Bible commentaries, or point them to some of the on-line resources like bible.org or earlychristianwritings.com. This could be a good project to give to one of the young people. 
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	Not ashamed
Just recently I went on-line and bought a Hawkes Bay rugby jersey. I don’t play rugby. But I watch it… and I do come from Hawkes Bay. When I was a kid I always supported the Magpies (that’s the Hawkes Bay Team) and I was so proud when Hawkes Bay beat Otago recently to win the Ranfurly Shield that I wanted to wear their jersey to show my support.  My family laughed at me, because only six days later the Magpies lost the shield to Counties Manukau. But that doesn’t matter. I still wear my jersey with pride.
Do any of you children have clothes in the colours of a team that you support? Maybe and All Blacks cap, a Warriors shirt, or red socks to show support for our America’s Cup yachties? 
When we go to a sports match we often shout out our support for our team. We might shout, “Go the All Blacks!”… and we’re proud of them if they do well.

When Paul wrote a letter to his friend Timothy he said that, in the same way, we can be proud of our support for Jesus. We can show that we are followers of Jesus to the people that we know. 
Paul wrote, “Don’t be ashamed to speak for our Lord.” (2 Timothy 1.8)
Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me to be one of your best supporters and to speak up for you whenever I can. Amen.
More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com - scroll down to the bottom of the page for a children’s bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
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	Depending on the theme you are developing you can get some interesting images by Googling images for: “Holy Spirit” or “letter writing”
Cartoons from reverendfun: Holy Spirit asset transfer; fan into flame
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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