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Sunday 24 November 2013
Authority of Christ
Year C - Reign of Christ - 67C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Jeremiah 23.1-6 The Lord rebukes the leaders (shepherds) of Israel for their lack of care and promises that he will appoint a wise king who will rule with justice.  
Luke 1.68-79 Zechariah’s song in which he praises God for sending a Saviour, and says that his own son (John the Baptist) will go ahead to get everything ready. “God’s love and kindness will shine on us.”
Colossians 1.11-20 A hymn to the ‘cosmic’ Christ, who created all things and holds all things together. Christ is supreme – to look at him is to “see the God that cannot be seen” (Colossians 1.15 - The Message).
Luke 23.33-43 Jesus is nailed to a cross at Golgotha. The soldiers mock him, but a dying criminal reaches out for help.
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	Reign of Christ
This week we come to the end of lectionary Year C.  All of the church seasons, celebrations and holy days throughout the year culminate today in the acknowledgement of the cosmic significance of Christ. This Sunday we reflect on the background to this day, otherwise known as Christ the King Sunday. It is a fitting lead-in to the next church season when we await the coming of the King.
Next week we enter the season of Advent and the lectionary Year A, which follows Matthew’s gospel. Once again this year we will use the season to suggest some services that are more focussed on outreach. The series that “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will follow is outlined below. A template for an advertising flyer in MS Word will be posted on the Methodist website and sent out to those receiving “10 minutes” by email. 
Each week I will supply readings for use with an Advent Wreath. If you don’t already have an Advent Wreath, you could get someone to make one. You will need a wire or wooden frame in which four candles are mounted in a ring with a central candle in the middle. Wind artificial or real (holly) evergreen plants around the ring. One of the four outside candles will be lit on each of the Sundays of Advent and the central Christ Candle lit on Christmas Day. 

Advent and Christmas 2013
Dec 1    Hope
    “You don’t know when the Son of Man will come” Matthew 24.44

Dec 8    Peace    “Live at peace with each other” Romans 15.5

Dec 15  Joy
    “I am glad because of God my Saviour” Luke 1.47

Dec 22  Love
    Love came down at Christmas.
Christmas Day  Family Service with Nativity Play.
Christian World Service has once again prepared a comprehensive range of service resources for Advent and Christmas to complement their 2013 68th Christmas Appeal. The appeal this year has the theme “Share water, Share life.”
You may also be interested to have a look at this newly published, downloadable devotional resource called 25 Stockings to Christmas. Suitable for individuals, couples, families or flatmates you will find an extensive range of resources that you can mix and match to enhance your understanding and engagement with the Advent and Christmas season. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s gospel reading, Year C  - Reign of Christ  - 67C (21 November 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the lectionary readings.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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We must be particularly mindful to protect the rights of minorities

Rather than supressing, ideas it is better to bring them into the open – let the debate happen and believe that truth will prevail .

We must look to him for direction
* From here we get

   the English word   

   Atonement
	In an understandable effort to comprehend Christ we have often inadvertently made our image of him too small. It is easy to imagine Jesus as being more or less like us… except he was a bloke with a beard who lived a long time ago in the Middle East and who had some wise thoughts.

We could hardly get an idea of Christ that is further removed from this sort of image than in the one that we get from our reading from Colossians this morning. Here we find an early Christian hymn about the supremacy of Christ. In just a few verses (Colossians 1.15-20) we have ten monumental statements about Christ. Jesus is:

(1) The image of God (exactly like God)

(2) The firstborn over all creation (superior to all creation)

(3) The Creator of all things (seen and unseen)

(4) Before all things

(5) The Sustainer of all things (by him everything is held together)

(6) Head of the church (which is his body)

(7) The very beginning

(8) Firstborn from the dead

(9) The Possessor all God’s fullness (God lived fully in Him)

(10) The Reconciler of all things to God (through the cross he makes peace so all can be brought back to God)
If this was a theology lecture we could spend a long time delving deeply into the meaning of each of these statements. Instead we want look at some of the practical applications that will impact on the way we live.
There is no doubt that, for Paul, this passage carried political implications. He is claiming that Christ has supreme authority. The letter to the Colossians was written at the height of the power of the Roman Empire. Nobody could question the fact that the Emperor had authority. In fact the Emperor was considered to be semi-divine. Any claim that there was another, who was an anointed king and supreme, would sound like a challenge to his political authority. 
How does the claim of Christ’s supremacy sit with the rule of Rome? This was the very question that Pilate had in mind when he asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He wanted to know what authority exactly was Christ claiming? Was he a real threat? 

Christ’s answer, you will recall was, “My kingdom is not of this world.”
Other-worldly stuff… that’s okay. He’s not reigning in the real world… so it’s not something to which Pilate (or us) would have to give any real consideration. Or is it? This reign of Christ sneaks in the backdoor. It does make claims. It is political. It is also personal.

The celebration of this Sunday as the Reign of Christ was commenced by the Roman Catholic Church in 1925. It came about during the time of the rise of European dictatorships. It was also a period of severe persecution of Roman Catholics in Mexico. So the church wanted to suggest that there was another authority with which people had to reckon. 

The attack on the church in Mexico was introduced under the rule of strident atheist President Plutarco Callas. He embarked in a campaign of killing and expelling priests and open hostility to the church which continued until 1940. It was this historic situation that British author Graham Greene was commissioned by the church to report on, in a visit to Mexico in 1938. His famous novel The Power and the Glory is a powerful insight into this dark chapter of Central American history. 

In introducing the Reign of Christ (also known as Christ the King Sunday) into the church calendar Pope Pius XI was asserting Christ’s authority over earthly rulers and proclaiming church’s the right to freedom from persecution by the state. Several pertinent thoughts arise from all this:

· We are naturally quick to claim the right of freedom of conscience when we are the ones being persecuted. But the church, Roman Catholic and Protestant alike, has also been in the position of being the persecuting power. We need to think carefully when we talk of freedom of conscience and freedom of religious practice. Surely this is the right of all people. That means we must be particularly mindful to protect the rights of the minorities who live among us - even if their ideals seem to us to be different or appear to be in opposition to some of the ones that we hold dear. 

· It is also worth noting that an opposite effect is often achieved by an attempt to supress belief. The second century church father, Tertullian, had particular insight when he wrote “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” The Mexican persecution in the 1920s and 1930s outlawed Christian education and was able to eliminate over 90% of the Catholic priests. However, wind the clock forward eighty years and the 2010 census recorded 82.7% of Mexicans to be Roman Catholics and 9.7% other Christians! 

It is in suppressing ideas that we suggest they have validity, and give them power. Once again, the church has often been guilty of this very thing. Rather than supressing, ideas it is better to bring them into the open – let the debate happen and have confidence that that truth will always prevail over error.

· For us, the most important area of Christ’s reign is his reign in the church and within the hearts and minds of ordinary people like you and me. It is this reign of Christ which has the power and potential to change the world. For you and me to say that he reigns means that we must look to him for direction. 

It means that we seek him regarding our corporate decisions as a church relating to our life together. This includes our mission and our finances. We dare not engage in mission in his name without seeking his leading. Neither should we commit the funds of his church without seeking his leading. We ought not even re-pave the parking lot apart from his direction. (I can hear the voices of the Property Committee already objecting, “Maintaining the property is a matter of stewardship!” … but we must at least seek his will. It could be that the Lord’s priority is to leave the re-paving for another year and, in the meantime, use the funds to address some urgent social need.) 
The unsettling truth is that we can manage the running of Christ’s church quite well running without him. So we need to ask ourselves, “Do we actively seek the Lord’s will? Do we allow Christ to reign in his church?”
Finally, let us think of Christ’s reign in our own lives. Colossians 1.13-14 is a marvellous two-verse description of what it means to be at one* with Christ. In Christ we have been brought from darkness to light; from slavery to freedom; from guilt to forgiveness; from defeat to victory. All this comes from allowing Christ to reign in our lives. 
But that is not as easy as it sounds on first hearing. When Christ reigns, it means that we don’t. Am I really prepared to submit my will to his?... to allow his will to rule my relationships, my decisions, and my future? It can only happen when we are totally convinced of the love and goodness of Christ. Then we will be able to pray, as suggested by the words of English songwriter Chris Bowater
Reign in me, sovereign Lord, reign in me.
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English martyr Thomas Bilney (1495-1531) with his pulpit in the field outside the church.

	Thomas Bilney and a clash of authorities
After taking priestly orders in 1519, Englishman Thomas Bilney made hard work of his religion, fasting and watching, in an attempt to find his peace with God. Then he read, in 1 Timothy 1.15, that Christ came into the world to save sinners. Immediately, it dawned on him that Christ had already achieved all that was necessary for his salvation.  For him this was such a wonderful discovery that he wrote, “I felt a marvellous comfort and quietness, insomuch that my bruised bones leapt for joy.” 
All this sounded to the English authorities very much like the dangerous Reformed doctrine of Martin Luther that was dividing Europe. As a result, in 1527, Thomas was arrested for preaching his new-found belief. He was released on condition that he stopped his preaching, but he found himself unable to keep quiet. And so it was that he was re-arrested the same year. After being kept imprisoned for more than a year in the Tower of London, Thomas recanted his beliefs and was again released. It pained him to think that he had denied his belief in the work of Christ and he was overcome with remorse. Eventually, he started preaching again. As the churches were closed to him, he preached in the fields (as John Wesley would two centuries later.) This time the bishop had him arrested and he was handed over to the civil authorities and burned at the stake in 1531.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	A few movies that come to mind about the clash between political authority and the authority of Christ:

Romero (1989 - R13) 

A biographical movie of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s opposition to tyranny in El Salvador. As a result of Romero’s public protests the government begins to destroy churches and kill priests, Romero himself was assassinated in 1980.
The Mission (1986 - PG) 

Starring Robert DeNiro and Jeremy Irons, this movie is also based on actual events. It tells the story of the costly witness of the 18th Century Jesuit mission in the jungles of South America.

Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace (2000 - M) 
This movie documents the struggle of German theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The conflict between loyalty to country and loyalty to his Christian values comes to the fore in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer confronts the political powers of the day and he ultimately pays with his life.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Compose an impromptu hymn
Our passage from Colossians today contains a hymn of the early church (Colossians 1.15-20). Using a simple tune (perhaps the tune to Thy Loving-kindness SIS 71, CMP 706) get the congregation to compose your own hymn. Ask people to spontaneously shout out things that they know about Christ, and write them up for all to see. With a bit of juggling of the words, missing out some contributions and adding a few thoughts in…you can usually get it all to scan, and maybe rhyme too (although rhyming is not necessary) … and you never know what you’re going to end up with! For example – if the first person might shouts out, “He’s the Son of God” and another “He died on a cross” or “ He rose from the dead” … you might start…

     O Lord we praise you, you’re the Son of God
     O Lord we praise you, you’re the Son of God

     You died at Calvary

     Rose again on Sunday
     O Lord we praise you, you’re the Son of God

Others may suggest he healed the sick… he was God and man. So second verse…
     We praise you Jesus, both God and man
     We praise you Jesus, both God and man
     You healed the sick and
     Touched the needy
     We praise you Jesus, both God and man
When you’ve got it all sorted get the congregation to sing it through.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9

All glory to the king of ages S4 1706

All hail the power of Jesus name MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Christ ascends to God! HIOS 14

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77
Everlasting S4 1781
Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is exalted (Paris) SIS 518; CMP 217; S1 156

He is exalted (Soto) SIS 143

He is the King of kings SIS 240
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251;

     S1 190
Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed CMP 996; S1 278

Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376

Jesus we enthrone you SIS 431; CMP 388; S1 300

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397

King of kings and Lord of lords SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307

King of kings, majesty CMP 1000; S1 309
Lord I lift your name on high CMP 881; S1 330

Lord of all space WHV 36

Majesty SIS 206; CMP 454; S1 346

Over all the earth S2 936

Reign in me CMP 570; S1 437

Reign king Jesus, reign SIS 227

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244
The King of love my shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984

The Lord is king lift up your voice WOV 64; H&P 58; CMP 656

The majesty of mountains  AA 139
Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76
You are crowned with many crowns S1 590
You are my king S1 595


	Prayers
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	Calls to worship

1. We come to worship

We come to worship this morning XE "We come to worship this morning" 
Aware of the miracle of life


Of daily breath



Of the health that we enjoy




Of freedom and hope and joy

We come knowing that we are loved


Not just by others



But by you who gave us – gives us – breath

We come wishing for better health


Not just for ourselves, but for those whom we love

We come here aware that in some areas our joy is not all that we might hope


We see things that are not how they are meant to be

We come in the knowledge that we have been called and equipped to make a difference in this your world:

And we pray that this morning, you will begin with us

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)

2. We come for an encounter

We come for an encounter with the risen Lord

To be filled afresh with a sense of gratitude, mystery and wonder

To listen, to hear, to obey

To respond in thanksgiving and praise and worship
Collects
Eternal Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne in heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord: 

keep the church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Almighty God, 

your Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence. 

Give us new hearts and constant wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Your Kingdom come
The Kingdom of God is at hand – You proclaimed it, Jesus;

But, it often feels like it’s a million miles away.

You demonstrated its grace and showed its power,

but the signs often appear faded or absent in our world.

We need Your Kingdom to come, O God,

in all its fullness, in all its glory;

This waiting, this “now and not yet” experience of Your reign

is hard and frustrating.

And so we pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our lives,

turning our sickness and sin, our brokenness and fear

into friendship and compassion, wholeness and joy.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

We pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our neighbourhoods,

turning our division and suspicion, our judgement and our competition

into fellowship and care, compassion and service.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

We pray for Your Kingdom to be revealed in our world,

turning our war and our disparities, our consumption and our self-interest

into peace and collaboration, stewardship and reverence.

May Your Kingdom come to us now.

Your Kingdom is here, and it is coming, O God.

Make us faithful heralds of its message

and tireless practitioners of its ways.

For Jesus sake.

Amen
© John van de Laar   www.sacredise.com (used with permission)

Reign of Christ prayers
See also Communal Sharing (below).
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	Thanksgiving

As this Sunday is the last in the church year, it is an appropriate time to give thanks to God for his grace and mercy through the year that has been. Allow a minute or two for the members of the congregation to each think of one thing for which they are grateful in the past year. It may be personal, or related to the church, or the world at large. Ask them to call out, one at a time, the thing they have in mind. After each get the congregation to respond with:

   Lord, we thank you for your grace and mercy

Depending on how responsive your people are, you may have to pre-arrange for one or two to get the ball rolling. Eg

    For the way you’ve led our church this year
    Lord, we thank you for your grace and mercy

    For the “Let the Children Live” vision
    Lord, we thank you for your grace and mercy…
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CEV = Contemporary Engllish Version of the Bible

	Holding it all together
This morning I’ve brought my ring-binder folder with me. This is a very handy folder because I can put all my notes in it and arrange them so that I can get to just what I want with the help of these subject dividers. 
These metal rings clip shut and hold all the leaves together. By opening the clips I can add more notes anywhere I want to, and move the notes from one section to another. 
(Demonstrate how the clips work… and in demonstating ‘accidentally’ let the pages of your notes fall out all over the floor.)
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Well, that’s what happens when you don’t have metal rings holding it all together. It is important that there is something that holds everything together. 
In our Bible reading today we are told:

All things were created by God’s Son,
and everything was made for him.
God’s Son was before all else,
and by him everything is held together
Colossians 1.16b-17 CEV

There are some amazing thoughts in these verses. First of all, it says that Jesus was involved in creating our universe. But it also says that he is the one who now holds it all together. Just like the metal rings on the ring-binder, it is Jesus that stops everything from falling apart. He is activity involved in all the laws of nature and holds all of creation together. 
More lectionary based resources for children from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 
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	For a range of PowerPoint slides that you can adapt for your own congregation go to www.churchgalleries.com. A selection of free slides is added each week and a larger range is available by paid subscription.

Cartoon from reverendfun: 
·   Thykingdom.com
The exalted Christ in Christian art:

· A child’s view of Christ risen and exalted Christ – Oil painting by Bruce

   Williamson

· Christ in Majesty – Fresco by Fra Angelico 1395-1455

·    Fourteenth century Florentinischer Meister painting of the reigning Christ 
   from San Giovanni  Church in Florence, Italy.

·    He Qui - The Risen Lord
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

