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Sunday 12 May 2013
Last words:  3. Be one
Year C - Easter 7 - 38C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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	Psalm 97  The Lord reigns. He brings justice and this is cause for his people to celebrate. “If you obey and do right, a light will show you the way”.
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 John finishes his book of revelation with a promise of the Lord’s immanent return. “I am coming soon! And when I come, I will reward everyone for what they have done.  I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
Acts 16.16-34 Driving an evil spirit from a slave girl resulted in Paul and Silas being put in jail. After an earthquake at midnight sprung the door of the jail, the jailer put his faith in Jesus and was baptised. 
John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for his followers, “I want all of them to be one with each other, just as I am one with you and you are one with me. I also want them to be one with us. Then the people of this world will believe that you sent me.”
Ascension

9 May was Ascension, the day when we celebrate Christ’s enthronement as he ended his earthly ministry. As today is the nearest Sunday, you may wish to celebrate this today. “Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come back in the same way that you have seen him go.” Acts 1.11 (CEV) 

Alternative readings for Ascension:
Acts 1.1-11

Psalm 47 or Psalm 93

Ephesians 1.15-23

Luke 24.44-53

Mother’s Day

Being Mother’s Day, today you may want to especially involve the women of your congregation in the service/s. Get them to do the Bible readings, prayers, worship leading or the preaching. Get several mothers or grandmothers to share how being a mother (or grandmother) has changed their lives. 

In recognising mothers, please be aware of the large number of people in our 

communities living in alternative family situations. Much of our “family” emphasis 

in church life looks like it is only affirming a model with mum, dad and the two kids.
Thank you to Rosalie Sugrue for preparing the children’s talk and prayer below.
Asia Sunday

This Sunday is also Asia Sunday which commemorates the founding of the Christian Conference of Asia and calls upon member churches around the world to pray for one another. It is celebrated on the Sunday before Pentecost. A full order of service complete with hymns and scoresheets is available from the CCA website. 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12-19 May
The theme this year is “What does God require of us” and the resource material was prepared by the Student Christian Movement of India. The Biblical text is Micah 6.6-8, so it also fits in nicely with the global Micah Challenge. 
Fair Trade fortnight 5-20 May 2013
Those churches that haven’t already changed, should consider a swap to using only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. There are just two easy steps to becoming a Fairtrade church: use Fairtrade Certified products and promote fair trade. Register as a Fairtrade church. Your swap to Fairtrade makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight? Suggest that people should look for the Fairtade logo (left) on products when they are doing their shopping.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Easter 7 - 38C (16 May 2010).



	Introduction / Background

	With so many special celebrations this Sunday (see section above) we are spoiled for choice. Be aware that Mother’s Day often draws those who don’t usually attend, so keep your service family friendly.

Jesus’ upper room discourses

Our current series of gospel passages from John takes us to Jesus’ upper room discourses (John 13.31 - 17.25). In these Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure. They contain his last words before his death. Some commentators have found difficulty with the chronological sequence of these discourses and speculate that John has them in the wrong order, but such concerns of the twenty-first century mind are absent from John’s thinking. We are following these lectionary readings over a five Sunday series:
28 April
Love one another 
John 13.31-35

5 May

Keep my word
            John 14.23-29

12 May
Be one

            John 17.20-26

19 May
Pentecost

John 14.8-17

26 May
Trinity


John 16.12-15

Unlike the prayer that we call “the Lord’s prayer”, which is actually a prayer for the disciples, today’s passage from the gospel really is the Lord’s prayer. It has been oddly labelled “Jesus’ high priestly prayer” because in it Jesus consecrates himself (John 17.19) before making a sacrifice (of himself). However, there is much more than just this involved in the prayer, as the section we look at today reveals. This is the longest of the prayers of Jesus to be recorded in scripture. 
Next Sunday is Pentecost and it will be wise to start planning ahead. You may need to be preparing people this week for their involvement in next Sunday’s service.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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See another approach to today’s reading in the 12 May 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website
Scripture quotations are from the Contemporary English Version of the Bible

	Mum and dad have just put their Miss Three-Year Old to bed and are still listening at the door, just to make sure she is going to stay there. To their delight they over-hear her saying her prayers.

     "Dear God, I pray for my mummy and daddy. Please take care of them. Thank 
      you for my new little brother. Please take care of him too… but, if you 
      remember, it was a puppy that I prayed for, not a brother. 

      Oh, and God please take care of yourself too. Because, if anything happens to 
      you, we're really going to be in a big mess.

      Amen."

This morning we get to stand outside the room and listen in to Jesus praying to the Father… and joy, oh joy he is praying for us! We often, by extension, apply Jesus’ words to ourselves when they were spoken to his disciples. But, in this instance, Jesus’ words specifically go beyond the eleven disciples who were with him. They travel across the oceans and through the years. “I am also praying for everyone else who will have faith because of what my followers will say about me” (John 17.20). 
He is praying for us. And what does he pray? His prayer is all about being one – being one with God and being one with each other. “I want all of them to be one with each other, just as I am one with you and you are one with me. I also want them to be one with us” (John 17.21).
Be one with God
The essence of the gospel is that we can be reconciled to God. The first way we must seek to be one is to seek to be one with God. The barriers to experiencing this unity are all on our side of the relationship. So being one with God becomes a journey of discovery, in which the barriers are broken down, as we experience his grace and forgiveness. 
This experience of grace and forgiveness begins a chain of relational reactions. For the consequence is that grace and forgiveness become the building blocks which we can use to create unity with others. Then, where this unity is evident, the wider community sits up and takes notice and, according to Jesus’ prayer to his Father, “the people of this world will believe that you sent me” (John 17.21).
The buildings of the church, the hierarchy of the church and the numbers belonging to the church do not impress the wider community sufficiently to make them want to join. Yes, everybody has an opinion about importance of the lovely, historic church buildings in the centre of our communities… but it is not sufficient to make the want to embrace the Christian Way. It is the unity of believers, and their grace shown toward others, that draws people to Christ and his gospel. So Jesus prays that we would…
Be one with each other

It is easy for us to confuse unity with uniformity. I belong to a local Conservation group where it is no problem for everyone to feel united about establishing a sanctuary for local fauna. When it comes to the environment, the group is at one because nobody who trashes the beaches belongs among us – it’s only for those with a concern for the environment. 
How very different from the church. For when it comes to the describing what God’s people look like, and where we stand on many basic Christian issues, we are a totally scattered bunch. On Christian ethical issues we often occupy the extremes on both ends of the spectrum of viewpoints. On theological matters it is the same. When it comes to worship, some like it loud, others quiet; some love the old hymns, others hate them; some love drums, others hate them; some love liturgy, others spontaneity. 
We could aim for uniformity and let those who think differently from ourselves know that they are simply not welcome… or… we could aim for unity.

Jesus’ prayer for unity has very little to do with uniformity. The gathering of a church congregation is not matter of putting together a group of people who naturally belong with each other or would even normally like each other.
And Christ prays for us to be at one. For the message of reconciliation is negated by a congregation that is not reconciled.
Sadly, the deepest divisions in church life often have at their root issues of money, power, pride and position. The strong bias in the teaching of Jesus is clearly to give all of these things away. 

It was the mid-1980s when the priest from local Roman Catholic Church approached the leadership of our local church and asked us to pray that his congregation would know spiritual renewal. I was staggered! We were an evangelical church. Some of our members didn’t even rate Catholics as real Christians. I tried to imagine this happening in reverse – us going to them to ask for prayer for renewal. It just wouldn’t happen! Why not? Because we were too proud. So here was one of my first lessons in Christian unity. Unity requires swallowing pride and giving away the perceived position of power. 
It is interactivity between Christians with different outlooks, gifts and backgrounds that speaks so strongly to the community that is watching us. It here that the grace and love of God is evidenced. Let us then continue in the spirit of the prayer that  Jesus prayed:
     Father make us one

     that the world my know

     you have sent your Son
     Amen.
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	Quotes

“…according to the judgment of our Lord and the writings of his apostles, it is only when we are ‘knit together’ that we ‘have nourishment from him,’ and ‘increase with the increase of God.’… The gospel of Christ knows of no religion but social; no holiness but social holiness. ‘Faith working by love’ is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection. ‘This commandment have we from Christ, that he who loves God love his brother also;’ and that we manifest our love ‘by doing good unto all men (sic), especially to them that are of the household of faith.’”
John Wesley, arguing against solitary mysticism in his 1739 preface to Hymns and Sacred Poems
“Where there are divisions, where there is exclusiveness, where there is competition between Churches, where there is disunity and dispeace, the cause of Christianity is harmed and hindered, and the prayer of Jesus is frustrated.”

William Barclay, The Gospel of John (Edinburgh: St Andrew Press,1955) p252
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Preparation
 Ctrl+Click to  

 follow links

	U2 – One
A good music track to fit in with today’s theme is One, from Irish band U2. It comes from their seventh studio album Achtung Baby released in 1991. It also came out  as single in 1992 with proceeds going to AIDS research. Read the lyrics. 
There were at least three official videos of the song in addition to this YouTube clip, of a live performance which has a pictorial portrayal of loving hands reaching out to the needy.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
It is easy to discount this sort of activity as being silly or gimmicky BUT if you use these images people will leave church today with the words “Be One” stuck in their consciousness… and that may be more than they usually leave with!
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What do these things have in common?
To set the theme for today, display the the pictures to the right along with the question, “What do these things have in common?” 
You could print them in the newsletter or, if you have a data-projector, put them on a slide-show loop that is screening as people come into the church today. 
(If you want the pictures in higher resolution Google images.) 
There is…

· A character from an Australian Children’s television programme
· A four engined, swing-wing bomber used by the United States Air Force
· A bottle of pills containing a vitamin, also known as Thiamin, which helps convert food into fuel.
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The common thing is that they are all B1: Vitamin B1, a Rockwell B1 bomber, and B1 from Bananas in Pyjamas. 
“Be one” is also the prayer of Jesus (from John 17.21) and that is the theme for our service today. 
You may want to reflect for a moment on the word “atonement”. It is a theological word, but at it’s core it is a very simple concept. The word derives from the English at-one-ment. This is used to describe the process of making us at one. The core of the gospel is that through Christ we can be at one with God. This reconciliation with God by his grace has follow-on repercussions in our relationships with others. So it is that Jesus prays that Christians would be at one with each other. 
[image: image12.png]



Highlight the text

Print out today’s text from John and give out accent markers. Get people to highlight the word “one”. It occurs 10 times in these seven verses. 
Ask, “What does that say about how Jesus views the importance of being one?”

Alternatively, you could project the text and then show it with the high-lights marked.

I am not praying just for these followers. I am also praying for everyone else who will have faith because
of what my followers will say about me. I want all of them to be one with each other, just as I am one 
with you and you are one with me. I also want them to be one with us. Then the people of this world will 
believe that you sent me.
I have honoured my followers in the same way that you honoured me, in order that they may be one with
each other, just as we are one. I am one with them, and you are one with me, so that they may become
completely one. Then this world’s people will know that you sent me. They will know that you love my 
followers as much as you love me. Father, I want everyone you have given me to be with me, wherever I 
am. Then they will see the glory that you have given me, because you loved me before the world was 
created. Good Father, the people of this world don’t know you. But I know you, and my followers know 
that you sent me. I told them what you are like, and I will tell them even more. Then the love that you
have for me will become part of them, and I will be one with them
                John 17.20-26 Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society.


	NZ Music Month
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
FFS: Faith Forever Singing

HIOS: Hope is our Song

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice

	This May is the 12th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we are especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

Ten hymns for the Methodist “Let our children live” emphasis from the New Zealand Hymnbook Trust

From Alleluia Aotearoa

1. How is Jesus present? AA 64. Words and music by Cecily Sheehy. Use alternate verse-singing, with children/youth (under 40) singing vv. 1 and 3, and those over 40 singing 2 and 4, and everyone singing v. 5.

2. The kingdom is within you AA 137. Words and music by Cecily Sheehy. A rock’n’roll rhythm to sayings of Jesus; great song for a contemporary instrumental treatment.

3. Even if you’re small AA 35. Words and music by Cecily Sheehy. Yet another strong song from Cecily for a family liturgy.

From Carol our Christmas

4. A child was born in Bethlehem  COC 1. Words and music by Cecily Sheehy. Not just a song for Christmas, but for every Sunday, with a special focus on preserving a Green earth.

From Faith Forever Singing

5. I am standing waiting FFS 34. Words by Shirley Murray, sung to French tune Au Claire de la Lune. (Everyone knows it!). Poignant words from the weak and poor to the powerful and rich, which could be read by a young person and then sung by everyone; or just read as a reflection/prayer.

6. Let me be kind to you  FFS 40. Words and music by Colin Gibson. This one is included on the Faith Forever Singing CD along with 26 others songs from this book. 

From Hope is our Song
7. Christians are all kinds of people HIOS 16. Stan Stewart’s words and tune, sung to an OOM-PAH-PAH rhythm.
8. Jumping Jesus HIOS 81. Words and music by Colin Gibson. Has been sung in a church with children jumping in time on trampolines. 

9. Peace is not fighting (the Peace Hat song) HIOS 113. Words and music by Colin Gibson. Lends itself to actions and colourful hats to lift and wave around.

10. Every hair upon your head HIOS 27. A third ‘fun’ song from Colin Gibson.
Other New Zealand hymns and songs for this week
Christ ascends to God HIOS

He came singing love  AA
The Lord reigns SIS 342 (this is today’s psalm – Psalm 97)
We are many we are one  FFS 67

More music suggestions below


	Music
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment I give unto you WOV 8; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
Bind us together Lord SIS 185; CMP 54; S1 91
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Come let us ascend A Charles Wesley song originally published in Hymns and Sacred Poems, Vol 2 1749 

     (no 231). The Methodist General Board of Discipleship has an up-dated version of the words, in keeping with 
     today’s theme, on their website (scroll down to the bottom) and suggests using the tune to Trust and Obey 
     (MHB 516; WOV 531; H&P 687; CMP 760; S3 1618)
Come let us use the grace divine MHB 749; H&P 649
Come now O Prince of peace (English and Korean) words and scoresheet from CCA website
Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200
Jesus, united by your grace MHB 721; WOV 365; H&P 773
Let earth and heaven agree MHB 114

Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317

Love divine MHB 431; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343
One heart, one voice S1 405

Sing the Lord a new song (English and Indonesian) words and scoresheet from CCA website
The rice of life words and scoresheet from CCA website
We are one in the bond of love SIS 134

Your hand O Lord has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705

See above for New Zealand song suggestions



	Prayers
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	Collects
Lord of Hosts,

purify our hearts 

that the King of Glory may come in, 

even your Son, Jesus our Redeemer; 

for he is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Almighty and everlasting Father, 

you raised our Lord Jesus Christ 

to your right hand on high. 

As we rejoice in his exaltation, 

fill us with his Spirit, 

that we may go into all the world 

and faithfully proclaim the gospel. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Prayer for Mother’s Day / Home and Family Sunday

Love-maker, Pain-bearer, Mother and Father of us all,

We know that no matter what we do your love is unconditional,

Help us to justify your love by living loving lives.

On this Home and Family Sunday we give special thanks for families.

From our earliest days we had relations to call our own,

We thank you that we were born into a family.

Bless all families – nuclear families, single-parent families, separated families,

inter-generational families, blended families, chosen families, foster families…

Whatever its composition, may each family be a unit of love.

We pray also for the extended family - grandparents, uncles, aunts,

nephews, nieces, cousins, step-children and God-children.

Enable each to play their part and know the joy of connectedness.

Bless all adults who interact with children and young people,

May they enjoy this responsibility and mentor with wisdom and patience,

Equip and re-equip each of us for our ever-changing society.

We give thanks for fathers and the particular parenting they bring.

We give thanks for mothers and the particular parenting they bring.

Help all parents fulfil their roles with competency and joy.

As our country celebrates Mother’s Day we give special thanks for mothers.

Thank you for creating the concept of motherhood and the gift of mothering.

Enable all motherly women to put their mothering skills to good purpose.

Help us to carry and share the best things we learned from our mothers.

In silence we name our mothers and their virtues before you…

We think of our own mothers and offer our thanks

Bless each mother represented here, wherever she may be.

Bless us, the children of mothers, and the children of you,

May we be worthy of the relationship. Amen.

© Rosalie Sugrue (used with permission)
Mother’s Day

Our Lord and God, on this Mother’s Day 

we pray your blessing on the mothers, 

step-mothers, grandmothers and aunts 
in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models

for the children that come under their influence.
We pray particularly for mothers as they face the daily demands 

of children who are growing and changing.

Give them resilience and flexibility.
We pray for those in our land 
who grow up without the love and stability 
offered by good and loving parents.

Protect and care for them.
We pray for single and solo mothers.

Especially bless, help and strengthen them.
We pray for those who are grieving 
following the recent loss of a mother.
Give them your comfort and hope.
We pray for the empty-nesters 
whose children have left home.

Give them good memories of their child-rearing days.
Thank you that we can name you as Parent
and you that care for us all as children.
So we praise you, our Lord and God, this Mother’s Day
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Psalm 97 (selection)
The Lord is king!
    Let the earth rejoice!
    Let the farthest coastlands be glad.
Dark clouds surround him.
    Righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
Fire spreads ahead of him
    and burns up all his foes.

His lightning flashes out across the world.
    The earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
    before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
    every nation sees his glory

Light shines on the godly,
    and joy on those whose hearts are right.
May all who are godly rejoice in the Lord
    and praise his holy name

New Living Translation (NLT) copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.
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Anna Jarvis 1864-1948

	Anna Jarvis

Prepare several small baskets some containing white and red flowers and some with pin-cushions and pins. Invite children to the front. Show a picture containing lots of different people – could be a montage made from magazine pictures. 

Ask: What do all these people have in common? Some are short some are tall; they have different coloured hair; they come from different places; they do different things but every one of them was once a small baby and every new born baby has…? (A mother)

What day is it today?  Why do we have Mother’s Day?  Did you do anything special for your Mum?  Who is the most important mother in the world?

Our Mother’s Day comes from America.  People in England have a different tradition and a different date.  The story of our Mother’s Day beings a long time ago It was the time of the American Civil War. All war is terrible but this one was very horrible because the Americans were fighting each other - brothers could be on different sides and possibly have to kill a member of their own family. In 1872 a lady called Julia Ward Howe wrote a protest hymn to help people understand how bad war is.  But she didn’t stop at hymn writing she was a thinking person with good ideas. She said, ‘No mother wants her sons killed.  Let’s get all the mothers saying war is wrong.’  So the first Mother’s Days in America were about mothers saying no to war. When the war ended there was no need for a Mother’s Day.  But Mother’s Day was not forgotten by the women of that district.  A long time later a lady who had been a little girl during the war got another idea.  Her idea was to have a day to remember the special things mothers do. 
This lady was called Anna Jarvis.  Her husband was a minister. You know how some minister’s wives pester their husbands to do things in church!  Well, Mrs Jarvis talked her husband into setting aside a Sunday in May to honour mothers.  Mrs Jarvis brought a lot of flowers to church and asked each person to wear a flower – a white flower if their mother had died, and red flower if there mother was still alive.  The people thought it such a good idea they decided to do it next year and the year after. In fact the church people thought it such a good idea they took the idea to their Synod, and then to Methodist Conference, and then to the Government. Mrs Jarvis wrote lots of letters to important people including the President of USA.  Two years later in 1914, President Woodrow Wilson declared Mother’s Day an official day to be celebrated on the second Sunday in May.  Why that day? - because that was the real birthday of Anna Jarvis’s own mother.

And now __ (soloist) is going to sing to us about mothers while our flower-girls hand round baskets of flowers.  Our pin boys will follow up with pin-cushions.  Please everyone – women, men, boys and girls, take a flower and wear it in memory of your own mother. 

© Rosalie Sugrue (used with permission)
If you don’t have a soloist you could play a music track dedicated to mothers, like this one from Christina Aguilera.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  You can also scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word.
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	Images: Unity- being the people of Jesus
              Peace, hope, unity, diversity
              Paper chain
See creativity above
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 0064 9 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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