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Sunday 5 May 2013
Last words:  2. Keep my word
Year C - Easter 6 - 36C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 16.9-15 Paul goes to Macedonia after having a vision of someone calling for help. While he is there a business woman called Lydia accepts his message. 
Psalm 67  A song of petition, asking for the Lord’s kindness - and of praise for his justice and for a good harvest.
Revelation 21:10 & 21:22-22:5 John has a vision of the New Jerusalem, with the river of life flowing from the throne of God. “…no one who lives there will ever need a lamp or the sun. The Lord God will be their light, and they will rule forever.”
John 14:23-29  Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure and promises to send the Holy Spirit to help them. “If anyone loves me they will obey me.”
Faka-Mē

Faka-Mē is the Tongan church community’s celebration of the Children’s Sunday School Anniversary on the first Sunday of May every year. Traditionally, Faka-Mē is a two service celebration. First there is a service in the morning, then a break for lunch followed by an afternoon service. At both services children lead the worship. Part of their role is to learn by heart all their tasks of the day including Bible and hymn readings as well as plays which are performed at the afternoon service. 

Apart from parents actually showing their support in preparation, it is the Sunday School teachers who spent much of their time in preparing for the Faka-Mē. Part of their role is to create the plays. Each class performs two plays. The teachers choose a story from the Bible, or from early church history, or make up any religious story on their own. It is the role of the Minister to inspect and make sure that all the plays are religiously and culturally appropriate.

Faka-Mē is not about wearing white. Faka-Mē is about children leading worship and preaching and they can wear their new Sunday best in whatever colours their parents choose. However, most chose to wear white that day. Faka-Mē also marks the beginning of the season of family celebrations. It begins with children on the first Sunday of May, Mother’s Day on the second Sunday and Father’s Day on the third Sunday.

A very popular hymn during the Faka-Mē, called “Ko e lotu ‘a e Fānau” (Children’s Prayer), was composed by Rev Dr James Egan Moulton. (It’s about children describing the ultimate and otherness of God but also about a Father that hears their prayer).    

‘Eiki Sihova ko e ‘Otua

Na’a ke ‘afio talu mei mu’a

Taupotu koe, si’i taha au

Ka ke manatu si’i fānau

‘Eiki Taupotu ko e Tamai

Tali ‘a e Lotu ‘oku ou fai

‘Emeni

(Thanks to Kulimoe'anga Fisiiahi for this contribution)

Fair Trade fortnight 5-20 May 2013
Those churches that haven’t already changed, should consider a swap to using only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. There are just two easy steps to becoming a Fairtrade church: use Fairtrade Certified products and promote fair trade. Register as a Fairtrade church. Your swap to Fairtrade makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight? Suggest that people should look for the Fairtade logo (left) on products when they are doing their shopping.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Easter 6 - 36C (9 May 2010).
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
FFS: Faith Forever Singing

HIOS: Hope is our Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice

	This May is the 12th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we will be especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

The following ten titles are all found in the 2009 hymn collection, Hope is our Song, from the NZ Hymnbook Trust. 

· From this holy time HIOS 31(words: Marnie Barrell, music: Barry Brinson) A setting of Micah 6:8 ‘The Lord has told us what is right and what he demands, ‘See that justice is done, let mercy be your first concern, and humbly obey your God’ 

· All will be well HIOS 4 (words: Bill Wallace, music: Alison Carey). A setting of the famous words from Julian of Norwich.

· Thank you for the night HIOS 128 (words and music: Jenny McLeod). Giving praise and thanks for God’s gracious love, using imagery of the NZ landscape

· Beautiful presence HIOS 9 (words: Joy Cowley, music: Barry Brinson)  Chorus ‘Beautiful presence, ocean of love/ strong as forever, as soft as a dove/ Words often fail us, but this we know true/ you live within us as we live in you’

· Honour the dead HIOS 61 The NZ ANZAC hymn with words by Shirley Erena Murray and music by Colin Gibson.

All of the above five hymns will be found on the CD Hope is our Song, recorded by the Auckland-based chamber choir Viva Voce. 

· Nothing, nothing in all creation  HIOS 102 Shirley Murray’s setting of Paul’s words found in Romans 8: 35-39, with music by Barry Brinson. The hymn that gives comfort in natural, man-made social disasters/tragedies as well as for individuals suffering from anxiety and loss.  (Included on Viva Voce CD)

· We are children of God HIOS 142 Words and music from Cecily Sheehy. Another classic for family liturgies from Auckland hymn writer Cecily.

· Simply to be. Words by Shirley Murray, music by Colin Gibson. Classic hymn of confession/assurance, but also gifting a meditative mood at the appropriate place in any worship. 

· Wisdom be our Guide HIOS 156 This hymn from Colin Gibson and Shirley Murray, on the power given to ‘ordinary people’ who ‘will turn the world around’, is based on the Wisdom of Solomon 7: 22 – 30. 

· Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157 Colin Gibson’s words and music make a wonderful final hymn, sending the people out to be ‘makers of community’.(included on Viva Voce CD)
Other New Zealand hymns and songs for this week
Be still my heart FFS 4

Bring peace to us  FFS 7

Christ is our peace AA 16

Come and find the quiet centre FFS 10

God who weeps HIOS 52
Great and deep the Spirit’s purpose FFS 55
O Christ who by a cross  AA 105
Send us your Spirit WHV 44

Spirit of peace FFS 58
Brooke Fraser
A couple of worship songs by Brooke Fraser that touch on today’s themes and are suitable for inclusion in your service. 
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The Day is dimming 
Lead me to Yourself,
lead me to Your heart. 
I’ll be found in You,
I’ll be found in You. 
Here is peace,
here is joy,
here is life,
here is freedom, freedom
Listen on YouTube  Read all the lyrics
Lord of Lords 
Spirit now living 
And dwelling within me 
Keep my eyes fixed 
Ever on Jesus' face 
Let not the things of this world 
Ever sway me 
I'll run 'til I finish the race
Watch on YouTube  Read all the lyrics

More music suggestions below


	Introduction / Background
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	Jesus’ upper room discourses

Our current series of gospel passages from John takes us to Jesus’ upper room discourses (John 13.31 - 17.25). In these Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure. They are his last words before his death. Some commentators have found difficulty with the chronological sequence of these discourses and speculate that John has them in the wrong order, but such concerns of the twenty-first century mind are absent from John’s thinking. We are following these lectionary readings over a five Sunday series:
28 April
Love one another 
John 13.31-35

5 May

Keep my word
            John 14.23-29

12 May
Be one

            John 17.20-26

19 May
Pentecost

John 14.8-17

26 May
Trinity


John 16.12-15

Just as we found last week, this week’s passage from John’s gospel has parallels in the epistles of John. Compare the following:
     If anyone loves me, they will obey me (John 14.23)
     We show our love for God by obeying his commandments (1 John 5.3)
Paraclete

Through Jesus’ upper room discourse the word “paraclete” is used in John’s gospel to refer to the Holy Spirit. It is found in the chapter from John that we are reading from today (John 14.16 and 26) as well as in John 15.26 and 16.7. 
You will often find the word untranslated when reading theologies of the Holy Spirit. It literally means “one called alongside” - giving rise to translations like “advocate” and “helper” or “comforter”, “consoler” and “counsellor”. 
In John 14.16 Jesus promises to give the disciples “another paraclete”, one that would take his place. We can read this to mean that in the same way that Jesus was present with those first disciples, so the Holy Spirit is now present with us as an advocate - helper - comforter - consoler and counsellor. 


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
* There were two of Jesus’ disciples called “Judas”. In last week’s reading from the previous chapter Judas Iscariot left the group to betray Jesus. This is the other Judas.

CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
See another approach to today’s reading in the 5 May 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website

	Our gospel reading today takes us again to Jesus speaking with his disciples in the upper room. This was his last opportunity to speak with them before his death, and we find him teaching them about the Holy Spirit. If we sometimes find Jesus’ teaching on the Holy Spirit a bit hard to follow, spare a thought for the poor disciples in the time before the Spirit was given to the church. What Jesus was telling them was right outside their ability to comprehend. 

He announced that he would return but “the people of this world won’t be able to see me” (John 14.18).
Judas* was flummoxed... If Jesus was coming back, he thought, then surely everyone would be able to see him. 

“What do you mean?” asked Judas.
Jesus explained that he and the Father would come and live with those people who love him and keep his word (John 14.23).

Did you get that? 
What he said was that God will make himself at home in us, his disciples! This is possible through the Holy Spirit, who is God with us. The Holy Spirit is the helper, the comforter and our advocate.
But the promise follows the instruction to…
Keep my word 
“If anyone loves me, they will obey me” John 14.23 CEV (“obey me” is literally “keep my word”). If we love Jesus this will be seen in our obedience to him, keeping his word, obeying his commandment.
Love and obey – It sounds like the old wedding vows doesn’t it? 
      I,_____, take thee,_____, to be my lawful wedded Husband, to have and to  

      hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in 
      sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, 
      according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my troth.

Those vows are not so popular, or appropriate, these days. The American Episcopalians ditched the “obey” from the vows in 1922, but the English Anglicans retain it as a traditional alternative… and I once had a bride insist on its inclusion. Royals Sarah Ferguson and Sophie Rhys-Jones both promised to “obey” in 1986 and 1999 respectively… but both Diana and Kate wisely avoided it.

In present day society the inclusion of “obey” in the bride’s vows is understood as putting her in a subordinate role. So, it doesn’t fit well in a contemporary marriage service. But a vow which makes a commitment to love and obey is most fitting when made by disciples to their Lord. Actually, this is what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 
Jesus tells us that it is only to those who love and obey that God comes to indwell as the Helper, the Holy Spirit. On first reading that sounds a bit like “you do something for me and I’ll respond by doing something for you.” 
Where’s the grace in that? 
How does that show God’s unmerited favour?
But, of course, that is not the meaning at all. The term “those who love and obey” includes all Christians. For, by definition, a Christian is someone who calls Jesus “Lord” and is surrendered to his will. And we, the followers of Jesus, seek to live in the way that he taught us. This teaching is made clear in the supreme commandment, by which the church witnesses to the world. That’s the new commandment, that we looked at last week, to love one another as he loves us.
The faith that we have in Christ is not mere intellectual assent. Trust in him is seen is the way we seek to live as he has shown us. It is what we do.
And it is in our desire to keep his word that we… 
Experience the Spirit
When it comes to keeping Jesus’ word we’re faced with two problems:

· How will we remember his teaching to know what he wants?

· Where will we find the strength to do what he wants?

It was these very problems that Jesus was anticipating when he promised “the Holy Spirit will come and help you, because the Father will send the Spirit to take my place. The Spirit will teach you everything and will remind you of what I said ” (John 14.26)

The role of the Spirit is to teach us and to remind us of everything that Jesus said. As we tune in to the Spirit’s promptings he tells us everything that we need to know to live as followers of Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit working within us who gives us the conviction of the “rightness” or otherwise of a particular behaviour. It is the Holy Spirit who, when we read the Scriptures, brings them “alive” so they speak to our present day situation.
But more than that, when we realise our own inability to live a life pleasing to God, it is the Holy Spirit who empowers us to act beyond ourselves, reaching out to others and doing good in the world. And by the Spirit’s indwelling presence we can …
Know peace
Peace is the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. 

Sometimes we think about peace coming as a result of being able to escape, being left alone, free from interruption, free from conflict and most of all free from all those things that trouble us. 
This is certainly not the concept of peace being spoken of here. Think for a moment about the context. Jesus has just told the disciples that he is going to leave them. We know that means that he will shortly be crucified. What he tells them is, “I give you peace” (John 14.27).

They’re just about to enter their most troubled days… and he says “peace”! The Biblical idea of peace – the “shalom” of God does not mean transportation to a trouble-free zone. It is more about wholeness, well-being and assurance. It is not the peace of inaction. But rather peace in action, in that it belongs with doing the right thing, sometimes in the most difficult of circumstances. It is the assurance of knowing God’s presence in just such times. 
In our troubled world we really do need the One who is a Helper, a Comforter, a Consoler, a Counsellor and an Advocate. He comes bearing peace and he is the One who promises to live with those who keep the word of Christ.
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	The Helpers
Roger and Jan didn’t understand it at all, but they knew they were losing their mother. Once she went into hospital she was unlikely to come out. They would be left without anyone in the world. ‘No,’ said their mother, ‘I have arranged for Aunt Margaret to come here and look after you.’ Aunt Margaret was their mother’s sister. The children had never met her. ‘You will like her,’ their mother explained. ‘She is very like me in some ways. She will help you just like I do. Even if I can’t be with you she will be just like a mother to you.’
Jesus knew that once he went his disciples would feel like Roger and Jan. They would feel like babes-in-the-wood. So before he went he told them what he was going to do. ‘I will ask the Father,’ he said, ‘and he will give you another Helper who will stay with you forever.’ Jesus the Helper is going, but another Helper will come. He is the Holy Spirit who reveals the truth about God.
One Helper goes, another comes. It looks as if nothing much will change. But there will be one important difference. Aunt Margaret is different from Mother after all. She’s another person.

Brian K Smith, The Xerox Equation: A Commentary on the Gospel of John (Unpublished, 1978) p162

The peace of the Flying Scotsman

Eric Liddell was known as “the flying Scotsman". He won the men’s 400 metres race at the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris. His achievements and Christian faith are featured in the 1981 Academy Award winning movie Chariots of Fire.  This is what Liddell had to say about peace, “One word stands out from all others as the key to knowing God, to having His peace and assurance in your life - it is obedience." 
See Have another below


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	In preparation for this Sunday, we need to take a moment to stop, think and pray about how our theme this week impacts on our own lives.
Jesus said “If anyone loves me, they will obey me.” 

Ask yourself:
· What does it mean for me to love the Lord? 

· Is my love for Him as strong as it was?

· What does his call to obedience mean for me right now?
· Where have I not obeyed?
Pray:

Lord my love for you at times burns dimly

Help me to love you more

I often follow you at a distance

Send your Spirit 

     to quicken my pace

     to help me hear

     to make me eager to obey

Amen



	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	Getting ready for a guest

(A short dramatic sketch, to feature at the beginning of the service, which introduces today’s theme. You will need three readers. Begin with Sarah folding sheets at the front of the church.)
Graeme:
Hey, what’s all the panic?

Sarah:

I’m trying to get ready for our guest.
Graeme: 
Yeah, I understand that… but no need to make so much fuss.
Sarah:

Graeme, I don’t think you realise what a big deal this is. I’ve got to
                        make space for him, tidy things up, buy new bedding, bring in more

                        food… the list just goes on and on…
Graeme:
It’ll only be for a few days, and then things will be back to normal.
Sarah:

Not just for a few days Graeme!

Graeme:
What do you mean?

Sarah:

I mean that he is coming to live with us.
Graeme:
What??

Sarah:

… And he us bringing his Father too!

Graeme:
What???

Narrator:
Jesus said: If anyone loves me, they will obey me. Then my Father 
                        will love them, and we will come to them and live in them. 
                        John 14.23



	Music
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CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
Breathe on me breath of God MHB 300; WOV 320; H&P 280; CMP 67; S1 57

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Come gracious Spirit WOV 311

Come Holy Spirit SIS 486

Come thou everlasting Spirit MHB 765; WOV 429; H&P 298
Have you any room for Jesus Free lyrics and score sheets from small church music
Holy Spirit come (Bullock)S1 280

Holy Spirit come (Fordyce) SIS 446
Holy Spirit you are welcome SIS 359
Let the peace of God reign CMP 983; S1 100

O breath of life WOV 322; H&P 777; CMP 488
Peace I give to you CMP 553; S1 428

Peace, perfect peace CMP 555; S1 430

Peace with the Father WOV 402

Spirit of the Living God SIS 303; CMP 613; S1 462

The Holy Spirit has come SIS 221
This is the air I breathe S2 1007

See above for New Zealand song suggestions



	Prayers
 
	Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear then we are to pray, 

and give more than we either we desire or deserve. 

Pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things 

of which our conscience is afraid 

and giving us those good things 

which we are not worthy to ask 

save through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Peace Prayer

We thank you Lord this morning for the political peace XE "l peace"  that we enjoy:


The predictability of much of our lives



So that we can be confident in our basic freedoms



             we can make choices for ourselves




 we can spend our time the way we want to

And as we enjoy the peace: the lack of a threat to our internal security

We remember our brothers and sisters in other countries 




for whom this is not true:


For whom every day is a nightmare of finding food, education, shelter


For whom the threat of injury and death is real


For whom peace of heart and mind is a distant memory 




and a seemingly impossible dream

We thank you Lord for the peace of mind that we enjoy as part of our lives:

And we acknowledge those dark corners where fears lurk 




and our personal peace is threatened:


Where intimations of physical frailty loom large, 




and our bodies begin to let us down

Where shadows from past hurts darken our enjoyment of present sunshine

Where we worry…and fret…and do not rest with peaceful hearts.

Teach us, Lord, to find our rest in you:


to know your love 


to see your hand 


to breathe your breath, 




inhale your peace

to take into our very beings what it means to follow you in spirit and truth

We ask for your peace upon those whom we love

We ask for your peace upon our community…our city…our nation...our world

We ask that we may know how to be bearers of glad tidings of peace and joy

in your name 

Amen 

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)

A prayer calling on the Spirit of God

Birth me again, my God, 

with the bond of a nurturing nest.
Soak me, my God, 

in the purity of the mountain water.
Enthuse me, my God, 

with the thrill of canyon courage.
Rattle my complacency, my God, 

with the turbulence of rushing waters.
As I breathe the words of prayer, 

may the spirit of your light, be the words of eternal life, Amen.
© John Howell, Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Parish Union Church, 2009)  - used with permission
Psalm 67
May God be merciful and bless us.
    May his face smile with favour on us. 

May your ways be known throughout the earth,
    your saving power among people everywhere.
May the nations praise you, O God.

Yes, may all the nations praise you.
Let the whole world sing for joy,
    because you govern the nations with justice
    and guide the people of the whole world. 

May the nations praise you, O God.

Yes, may all the nations praise you.
Then the earth will yield its harvests,
    and God, our God, will richly bless us.

Yes, God will bless us,
    and people all over the world will fear him.

New Living Translation (NLT) copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation.



	Communal 

Sharing


	Encounter with the Holy Spirit
In most congregations there are people who have experienced significant life change through an encounter with the Holy Spirit. This work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer was a major emphasis of John Wesley. See if you can arrange for someone to share in your service today how the Holy Spirit has impacted their lives bringing peace, power or reassurance. 



	Children
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GNT = Good News Translation of the Bible
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For the teachers

The two Greek words are:
Allos = another the same

Heteros = another of a different sort


	Have another
Bring along a packet of chocolate thins and a packet of plain rice crackers. 

     Ask, “Who would like to have a biscuit while I tell you a story about Jesus?”
     Hand out a chocolate thin to all those who want one.
This story comes from near the end of Jesus’ life on earth, not long before they nailed him to a cross. He was meeting together with his special friends. They were very sad when he told them that he would be going away. They couldn’t quite understand what it would mean for Jesus to be with God in heaven. After spending the last three years following Jesus, they thought that if he went away they would feel like they were orphans – like children with no mum and dad. Jesus had been such a good helper to them all. Jesus tried to encourage them by saying, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, who will stay with you forever.” (John 14.16 GNT)

Now here’s an interesting thing….

     (Stop and ask, “Does anyone want another biscuit?” Offer a plain rice cracker 
       to those that do.)
The interesting thing is that John didn’t write his gospel in English. The language he wrote it in had two different words for “another”. 
One means “another the same as the last one”. 
The other word means “another that is quite different”. 

When I offered you another biscuit, you thought of another chocolate thin - the same as the last one. But what I was offering was another biscuit that was quite different.

When Jesus said that God was going to send another Helper, he said “another the same as the last one.” 

Do you know who the last Helper was? 
Jesus was talking about himself.

He was saying that having Holy Spirit will be just like having Jesus to help us. Any time we feel like we need God’s help, we can pray and know that the Holy Spirit will help us and it will be just like having Jesus with us.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  You can also scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
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	For Christ making his home in us: Holman Hunt’s famous Light of the world painting
For the Holy Spirit: The Comforter has come or Google images for “Holy Spirit dove”
For peace: Google images for “Peace of God”
Cartoon from reverendfun: Peaceful Spirit sermon 
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 0064 9 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
4
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