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Sunday 3 March 2013
What’s it all about?

3. Grace – Getting another chance
Year C – Lent 3 - 21C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Isaiah 55:1-9 The unmerited favour of the Lord is promised to those who turn to him. “Turn to the Lord! He can still be found. Call out to God! He is near.”
Psalm 63:1-8 David gives expression to his desire after God. “Your love means more than life to me.”
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 Paul warns against worshipping idols and encourages believers to resist temptation. “God can be trusted not to let you be tempted too much, and he will show you how to escape”.
Luke 13:1-9 When disaster strikes it is not a sign of God punishing people for their sins, but everyone needs to turn to God. Jesus tells of a fig tree that hadn’t produced fruit for three years. The gardener says he will give it extra care and attention for another year, but if it finally remains fruitless it will be cut down.
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* The call to “repent” (Gk metanoeo) is repeated in this passage 

(Luke 13.3& 5)


	Lent and Easter

This Sunday is the third Sunday of Lent. “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following a Lenten series called “What’s it all about?” which takes its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. The series is outlined below.
What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
“10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has now been published for the complete three-year lectionary cycle. That means most weeks there will be choice of two different “10 minutes” relating to the allocated Bible passages. You will find the previous resource for Year C - Lent 3 - 21C (7 March 2010) in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. 

A couple of weeks ago, on the first Sunday of Lent, we mentioned the traditional practices of self denial that are observed through this season. We are encouraged by means of Christian disciplines to attain mastery over our own cravings. These disciplines help us with to submit our will to the Lordship of Christ. We suggested the adoption a discipline for the 40 days of Lent, either something that we do, or something that we give up. Things like a discipline each day of meditating, or reading the Bible, or praying for others… Or for the season to give up desserts, or television, or Facebook, or takeaways. If you didn’t do anything about it, why not start today? If you started, then forgot or failed – don’t give up. Be encouraged to carry on.
Children’s Day
Today is National Children’s Day. This year the theme is “Treasure our children”. Take opportunity in your service today to pray for the children in your community. There is a prayer for children included in the prayers section below. This is also a good time to reinforce your parish’s interest in the New Zealand Methodist “Let the Children live” project.

The fig tree that wouldn’t bear fruit

Today’s parable is found only in Luke’s gospel. There are, however, some similarities between the parable and the story of Jesus cursing the fig tree, which is found in Matthew and Mark (Matthew 21.18-19 & 20-22; Mark 11.12-14 & 20-26) but is omitted by Luke. 
There is a double-pronged message in this simple story. It is certainly a call to turn to God, and a warning for those who do not and remain unfruitful. The preceding verses emphasise this theme.* However, it is also a story that illustrates the grace of God. The gardener especially gives nurture and care to this undeserving tree. The theme of grace is also supported by our reading from Isaiah today.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
* See James 4.6, 
  1 Peter 5.5, and 
  Psalm 138.6

	Over this season of Lent we have been asking, “What’s it all about?” We are taking the opportunity to look at some of the important topics raised by the Scriptures and seeing how they impact on our lives. This week and next we arrive at the big theme from the gospel. It’s “Grace”. 
Again and again Jesus uses the stories that we call parables to emphasise God’s favour toward us that we do not and can not earn or deserve. And it’s not just in the gospels. In his letters, the apostle Paul is consumed with the life of the church. He wants to see the church faithful, and true, and strong. So he repeats and repeats the message of Grace. In fact he is known as the Apostle of Grace. So we find through both the gospels and the epistles that Grace is the overbearing theme of the New Testament. And Grace was also a major theme taken up by John Wesley.
In the story of Jesus from our gospel reading today there was a man with a fig tree that was growing among the grapes in his vineyard. Looking for a feed of figs he went to the tree to pick some – but there was not a single fruit on the tree.

“What a waste of space this tree is,” he declared to his gardener. “I’ve been coming to this tree for three years and I’m yet to get a fig off it. Chop it down!” 

But the gardener said, “No, let it stand for another year. I’ll dig around it, aerate the soil a little and apply some fertilizer. Then maybe we’ll have figs next year. If not we’ll cut it down.” 
Why did Jesus tell this story and what can we take from it? First of all, we must…
Bear fruit
This fig tree that bears no fruit wastes space. Not only that, it draws from the ground nutrients that could be going into the vines. 
The story contains the expectation that we will bear fruit. It is a call for each of us to turn to God. It leads us to ask some hard questions of ourselves:

· Am I taking from this world, or contributing something?

· Am I actively seeking to help others?

· Will my generation leave the world a better place for the next generation?

· Am I working to see the reign of God extended among the people I know?

· Are the fruits of love, patience and humility growing in my life?

· Am I growing in honesty and integrity?

Lent is a time to search and try our ways. To step aside from the daily round of activity and examine our lives for fruit-production. It is a time to turn again to God. And it is a time to…
Receive grace

“Let it stand another year,” said the gardener. “Give it another chance. Let me give it special care.” 
In this simple metaphor is revealed the wonderful gospel of Grace. God is the God is of a second chance. No matter where we’ve been, no matter what we’ve done, in the gospel of Grace is revealed the possibility of a fresh start and a new beginning. And all it takes to receive God’s Grace is a humble heart.

Our acceptance by God is not based on anything that we have done. It is not based on us being good people who are honest, and pray, and attend church on Sunday. As good as these things are, our acceptance by God comes from trusting alone in Christ and his goodness. It is favour that is unmerited, totally undeserved, and totally free. That’s Grace!
And it is received by the humble.
When we know the extent of our need, we are open to God’s Grace. The guilty, the down and out, the tax collectors and the prodigal sons and daughters know their need, fall to their knees easily, and receive God’s Grace.
However, once we start to think of ourselves as being achievers, having accomplished something, we so often want some credit for it. That’s why the scriptures repeatedly say, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."* We must trust him and receive his Grace. This season of Lent, do not hesitate to come boldly to his throne of Grace and ask for a second chance. Receive Grace and…
Be a channel of Grace
When Jesus told that the man with the fig tree said, “chop it down” he wasn’t talking about horticulture. He was talking about people. He was referring to the  attitude that would say, “I’ve got no time for them” or  “He’s had his chance” or 
“I’ve had enough of her.”
Just as we receive God’s Grace, we are to be channels of his Grace to others. When we act as channels of Grace we say, “Give him another chance” or
“Forgive her another time.” 

How many times?

Jesus said seventy times seven (Matthew 18.22). And if we start counting, we’ve missed the point! He is encouraging us to just keep on forgiving and forgiving.
To be channels of God’s Grace we are called to welcome others and love them - no matter what. We need to pay attention to other people, notice things about them, listen to them and encourage them.
People who are channels of Grace never cease loving. They know only too well that beneath the surface in all of us there is darkness as well as goodness. They are not repulsed by the darkness, but see it only as a new place for God’s light to shine.
So from a simple story about a fig tree, Jesus gives us a lesson that encourages us to bear fruit, to receive his Grace and to be channels of his Grace to others.


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	Getting another chance
As a boy growing up in the late 1930’s Geoffrey had a fascination with radio. Not with listening to the radio, but with taking the back off and tinkering around with the circuitry. Whenever someone asked him what he was going to do when he grew up he said that he was going to be a radio technician. It sounded very grand and people were duly impressed, but it was also what he really wanted.

However, fate intervened. When World War II broke out and his dad was called up for military service. Geoffrey’s mum was not able to look after the family farm on her own so Geoffrey left school to work on the farm. 
And that was how Geoffrey became a farmer. He didn’t mind farming, but his first love was for electronic technology. He subscribed to all the techie magazines and, as the years rolled by, his night-time tinkering progressed from radio to television to computers.  
When he heard that the local Technical Institute was starting an evening computer class in the nearly town hall Geoffrey, who had left school at fourteen,  enrolled thinking it would be his opportunity to get a proper computer education. To his surprise, when he got there, he found that he not only knew more about computers than his class mates, he knew more than the tutor too! The tutor, a kindly young man, recommended that the University Bachelor of Technology programme would be a more appropriate course. So it was that Geoffrey became a distance student and spent his evenings working on University papers. He loved it… and it wasn’t long before he graduated with honours. 
When he graduated Geoffrey was at retirement age. His chief concern was what he should do about the family farm. He didn’t really want to sell it. That was when he got a call from one of the big IT companies in the city. They had heard that he was a high achiever at University and wanted to employ him as a Consultant. 

Geoffrey explained that he couldn’t possibly accept such and offer as he was of retirement age and, not only that, he had a farm to run. But the recruitment lady insisted age was not an issue and the remuneration that they were offering would provide more than enough for him to employ a farm manager. 

And that was how Geoffrey got a second chance and began to live his dream.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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KJV = King James Version of the Bible
	On the theme of grace
· Pay it forward (2000 – M) This movie featuring Kevin Spacey and Helen Hunt tells a marvellous story which illustrates the Christian concept of grace. By paying a favour forward rather than back a schoolboy shows kindness that is undeserved and gets drawn into costly commitment.
· Grace A song by U2 off the “All that you can’t leave behind” album from 2000. “Grace, it’s a name for a girl. It’s also a thought that changed the world.” Read all the lyrics. Watch on YouTube.
Some movies that you may consider screening over Lent and Easter
· Chocolat (2000 – M). A mother and her young daughter arrive in a small French village and open a chocolatiere during Lent, provoking the ire of the devout mayor. Raises the issue of compassion verses legalism. Nominated for five Academy awards. 
· Godspell (1973 – G). A movie adaptation of the musical. Based on Matthew’s gospel but set in New York City. 
· Jesus Christ Superstar (1973 – M). The movie based on the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice rock opera – an oldie, but the music stands the test of time. Remade 2000 with Rik Mayall and Glenn Carter –also M.
· Jesus of Montreal (1989 – M). A group of actors put on an unconventional passion play. The lead actor’s story cleverly parallels that of Christ. As such it intersects with our Lenten themes. Nominated for an Academy award for best foreign language film. (It’s in French with subtitles.) 

· Jesus the Movie (1979 – G). A two hour classic life of Christ based on Luke’s gospel (in KJV English) which was made as an evangelistic tool. Now available in over 1000 languages.
· The Miracle Maker (2000 – PG). An engaging animation of the life of Christ. The expressiveness of the characters gives an uncanny realism. Will be enjoyed by all people of ages. 
· The Passion of the Christ (2004 – R15). Mel Gibson’s (writer and director) powerful portrayal of the death of Christ is a bit stark and graphic for the kids. The New Zealand censors gave it an R16 certificate – then reduced it to R15. It covers the last twelve hours of Christ’s life. Received generally good reviews (nominated for three Academy awards). In Aramaic, Latin and Hebrew with English subtitles.

· Son of God (2008 – PG). Tom Wright acts as a consultant to this three part BBC documentary which draws on historical, scientific and archaeological research and uses computer graphics to recreate the world of Christ. Part homage to Christ and part homage to science. Total running time 150 minutes. 
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Princess Grace of Monaco

	Reflection on Grace
You could set this up as a “station” or have a reflection/ response time in the service

Think
of the different meanings of the word “grace”


(You could display or project a picture of Princess Grace and series of 

common graces used before meals.)
Thank you for the food we eat

         
Yum yum

Thank you for the world so sweet

Ho hum

Thank you for the birds that sing-a-ling-a-ling

Thank you God for everything

Amen


When the Bible talks about grace it means God’s favour toward us which 

            we don’t deserve. Some newer translations call it “God’s wonderful 

            kindness.”

Pray
thanking God for his grace in accepting all who trust in him.

Do
We are not only to receive God’s grace, we are to show it to others. Think

            of an act of kindness that you could do this week for someone who has

            been unkind to you. 


	Music
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

Amazing grace/ My chains are gone S4 1718

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21

Because you came HIOS 10

By his grace S1 59
God of all power and truth WOV 477

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

God of grace, I turn my face CMP 833; S1 132

I know not why CMP 279; S2 769

Is your life a channel of blessing? – words and music at hymnry.org
Love divine all loves excelling MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343
Make me a channel of your peace H&P 776; CMP 456; S1 348

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917

Only by grace CMP 914S1 408

O the deep, deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486

The steadfast love of the Lord SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

This grace is mine S1 512

What does our God require? HIOS 146
Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070
Your lovingkindness SIS 71; CMP 706
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	Collect
Almighty God, 

whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 

may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Prayer for children

Our Lord and God 
this day we think of the enthusiasm and openness of little children

and we thank you for them all.

Help us to have faith like theirs.
We pray for all the children in our community

remembering Jesus taking children in his arms

and blessing them.
So it is with confidence that we commend them into your loving care.
May they increase 
in wisdom and stature

in favour with people 
and in favour with you.
Through the choices that they make

and paths that they take

may they find their way to life eternal.
Give us wisdom and grace 
so that our words and deeds 

would be an example to the children known to each of us.
May we be especially be known for our patience

nurture and protection of the children in our communities.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our protector and Saviour.

Amen

Psalm 63.1-8 

God—you’re my God!
    I can’t get enough of you!
I’ve worked up such hunger and thirst for God,
    travelling across dry and weary deserts.

So here I am in the place of worship, eyes open,
    drinking in your strength and glory.
In your generous love I am really living at last!
    My lips brim praises like fountains.
I bless you every time I take a breath;
    My arms wave like banners of praise to you.

I eat my fill of prime rib and gravy;
    I smack my lips. It’s time to shout praises!
If I’m sleepless at midnight,
    I spend the hours in grateful reflection.
Because you’ve always stood up for me,
    I’m free to run and play.
I hold on to you for dear life,
    and you hold me steady as a post.

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

The Lord’s Invitation – Isaiah 55.1-9

If you are thirsty,
    come and drink water!
If you don’t have any money,
    come, eat what you want!
Drink wine and milk
    without paying a cent.

Why waste your money
    on what really isn’t food?

Why work hard for something
    that doesn’t satisfy?
Listen carefully to me,
and you will enjoy
    the very best foods.

Pay close attention!
    Come to me and live.

I will promise you
the eternal love and loyalty
    that I promised David.

I made him the leader and ruler
of the nations;
    he was my witness to them.

You will call out to nations
    you have never known.
And they have never known you,
but they will come running
    because I am the Lord,
the holy God of Israel,
    and I have honored you.

Turn to the Lord!
He can still be found.
    Call out to God! He is near.

Give up your crooked ways
    and your evil thoughts.
Return to the Lord our God.
He will be merciful
    and forgive your sins.
The Lord says:
“My thoughts and my ways
    are not like yours.
Just as the heavens
    are higher than the earth,
my thoughts and my ways
    are higher than yours.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Thanksgiving prayer
We often include an intercessory prayer in our service and make specific mention of the needs that we know exist among those in our church community. Less often do we give thanks to God for his on-going provision for us.

Announce in the service that we are going to think about God’s grace in providing for us and have a prayer of thanksgiving.

First of all ask people to call out general things that they are thankful for: it may be things like the weather, the beauty of nature, the night sky, living in a peaceful country, food to eat etc. Write down all the suggestions.
People may have already suggested some relational things. Prompt some further suggestions in this direction: family relationships, the liveliness of children, the companionship of friends etc.
Now ask people to think about personal things. Are there things that have happened in the past week for which people could give thanks: a chance encounter, a person who helped you, something someone said at work etc.
Wrap up with a thank you prayer making sure that you include everything that was mentioned.
 

	Children
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	Grace
Bring along a football. 
Ask the children what sports they like to play. 
Today we are thinking about grace, and I’m going to tell you a story about playing football. 
What do you think of when I say the word grace? 
A girl’s name perhaps? Or saying grace before meals? Grace before eating is a short prayer which thanks God for his goodness in providing for us. It is a good habit that reminds us of God and his gifts to us. 
However the word “Grace” does not just mean a thank you prayer. It really means getting something that you don’t deserve. 
When Sophie found out there was going to be an interclub Football Tournament she was really excited. She was a football fanatic and the thought of playing back-to-back games all weekend, against teams from all over the city, sounded to her like just about the best thing that could ever happen. Coach Tyler announced the dates of the weekend Tournament and then said, “There will be two early evening practices in the week leading up to the Tournament. One on Tuesday night and one on Thursday night. Come to the club grounds at 7.00pm.” Then he said, “It is important that you come to these practices. If you don’t show up you won’t be allowed to play in the Tournament.”
On Tuesday evening after tea Sophie looked in the TV guide to see what was on. 7.00pm Shortland Street. She flopped on the couch and watched her favourite soap. It was only after it had finished she remembered that Coach Tyler was expecting her at practice. She had completely forgotten about it! She felt terrible. There was nothing she could do now.

“Maybe,” she thought, “if I turn up for practice on Thursday, and make an excuse for missing the last practice Coach will still let me play on the weekend.” She determined that she’d get to practice early and work hard to impress the coach.

But on Thursday after she got home from school her friend Amber rang up. Amber’s family had a swimming pool and Amber invited her over for tea and a swim. It was hot, and that sounded like a great idea. Sophie asked her dad if she could go to Amber’s place for tea. Dad said that would be fine. At school the next day someone from her team asked why she wasn’t at practice. It was only then that she realized that she’d forgotten again! Now she was really miserable. Her dad said she should ring Coach Tyler and maybe, if he was short of players, he’d let her play anyway. She didn’t want to ring the coach. She felt embarrassed because she didn’t have a good excuse. But it was her only chance. 
She was very nervous when Coach answered the telephone.

“Hi Coach. It’s Sophie here. I’m really sorry I missed the practices. I just forgot. I’m really sorry. I’d love to be able to play in the tournament, and I was thinking maybe if you were short of players you might let me play anyway. Are you short of players? Please, can I play?”
“Well Sophie,” said Coach Tyler, “everyone is keen to play in the Tournament so we’ve got more than enough players… However, if you turn up on Saturday and I’ll give you as much playing time as everyone else. BUT, don’t forget to turn up at 9.00am on Saturday.”

Sophie got to play in the Tournament even though she didn’t deserve to play. That’s grace. It is getting something you don’t deserve. When God provided things for us (like the food we eat) that’s grace. When we make mistakes and do things wrong we can tell God we are sorry. He will then forgive us and give us another chance – that’s grace. Grace is God’s kindness toward us that we do not deserve.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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