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Sunday 30 June 2013
Hand to the plough 

Year C - Pentecost 6 – 45C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14 Elijah ascends to heaven in a chariot of fire. Elisha receives from Elijah a double share of his spirit and becomes his successor.
Psalm 77.1-2, 11-20 The psalmist prays in time of trouble and remembers the mighty acts of the Lord to help Israel in times past.
Galatians 5.1, 13-25 Christ has set us free and we are to use our freedom as an opportunity to serve each other. The works of our selfish desires are contrasted with the fruit of the Spirit.
Luke 9:51-62 Jesus sets his sights on heading to Jerusalem. He then questions the commitment of some of his followers.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links

	The journey

Unlike Matthew and Mark, Luke structures his gospel around Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. From today’s passage forward, Jesus has his face set toward Jerusalem and his appointment there with destiny. This is the city where God’s plan of salvation is to be accomplished. It is interesting to also note that Luke’s second volume, The Acts of the Apostles, is structured around the journey of the disciples as they progress outwards from the city of Jerusalem with the gospel. 

The metaphor of “journey” has become a central one for living the Christian life.

Follow me

Linked to the idea of journey comes the identification of Jesus’ disciples as “followers”. A total of 56 times in the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) we read about being a follower of Jesus. Of the three would-be disciples of Jesus in our gospel reading today Luke records:

· The first says, “I will follow you” (Luke 9.57).
· To the second Jesus says, “Follow me” (Luke 9.59).
· The third says, “I will follow you” (Luke 9.61).
Jesus calls men and women to be his followers. The call involves obedience to Christ and self-denial. It inevitably results in sharing in the sufferings of Christ. But, with the call, also comes a sharing in the authority of Christ and participation with him in his eternal rule. 
The portion of our gospel reading today on the nature of discipleship (Luke 9.57-62) is also to be found in Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 8.18-22). Use this parallels tool from the University of Toronto to compare the two different accounts. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Pentecost 5 - 45C (27 June 2010).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
For another approach to day’s passage see
Bill Peddie’s website
* Luke 14.27-28 
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Eyes forward
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Looking back


	Ploughing has been practised by farmers for thousands of years. It is great preparation for crop planting because it breaks up and turns the soil, putting the residue of old crops back into the ground. It also aerates the soil and helps with the control of weeds. 
The first ploughs were human propelled and pushed. By Jesus’ time ploughs were pulled by oxen. Later, with the advent of the steam engine and the internal combustion engine, ploughs were pulled by machine. In 1837 an American blacksmith by the name of John Deere revolutionised ploughing when he invented the first one piece polished steel plough.  

I had a go at tractor ploughing once. With eyes fixed firmly on one’s destination it is possible to strike a straight first furrow. The trouble that I had was each time I went backwards and forwards diagonally across the large field, my straight lines became more and more curved. For better or worse, at least I kept at my task! When I’d finished the farmer laughed at the pitiful pattern that I had made across his field. 

Our gospel reading today takes us to the words of Jesus. He advises that anyone who puts their hand to the plough and then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God. This comes among several hard sayings of Jesus.
The context is Jesus beginning his journey south. His face is now set toward Jerusalem and his appointment there with destiny. Taking a direct route, he tried to stay in a Samaritan village, but the people there refused to welcome him. 
On the road a person approached him. Matthew tells us that this man was a scribe, which means he was an educated, religious person of significant social status. He enthusiastically told Jesus, “I’ll go anywhere with you.” He must have been listening for some time to Jesus’ teaching, watching him, and weighing everything up. As a result he had decided to make this enormous commitment.

Jesus replied by telling him, “Animals and birds have homes, but I don’t have anywhere to lay down and rest.”
To a second person Jesus said, “Follow me”.

This person responded, “Okay, I will. But first let me bury my father.”

Jesus said, “No way! The dead can bury the dead. You go and tell about God’s kingdom.”

A third person approached Jesus and said, “I will follow you Lord. I’ll just go and say goodbye to those at home.”

“No!” said Jesus, “You don’t put your hand to the plough then look back. If you do that you are not fit for God’s kingdom.” 

These are harsh and rigorous sayings of Jesus. He was making a point and they strike us between the eyes. This is not the sort of talk to make Jesus popular. 
He’d never make it as a television evangelist with a message like this! I spent some time overseas studying Christian television and the popular themes seem to be:

· Jesus makes us feel good

· Follow Jesus and we will be healthy, wealthy and successful

· Jesus will help us achieve our goals

People love to hear this stuff. Unfortunately, the Jesus of the gospels is often at loggerheads with this “television Jesus”. Which brings us to the points that Jesus is making with his harsh responses in today’s gospel narrative.
Count the cost (Luke 9.56-58)
Having just been rejected by the nearest village, Jesus says that he is a homeless wanderer. He has no shelter. So if it is security and comfort we’re looking for – then don’t follow him. If we want luxury and convenience, we’ll have to find another Messiah. Serving Christ always means putting ourselves out. It’s inconvenient. There’s always a cost. 

Turn over a couple of pages in Luke’s gospel and Jesus says, “You cannot be my disciple unless you carry your own cross and come with me. Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. What is the first thing you will do? Won’t you sit down and figure out how much it will cost and if you have enough money to pay for it?”*
The next point that Jesus makes is…
Don’t miss the moment (Luke 9.59-60)
In those moments when God stirs our hearts to do something, that’s the time to take action. 
It is possible that Jesus’ saying “let the dead take care of the dead” is not quite as harsh as it sounds. The passage does not say that the man’s father had actually died. He may have been saying to Jesus that he wanted to wait until the time after his father had died before he took the road of discipleship. 
In the same vein some young people think, “I’m young now. Serving God is something I’ll think about when I get older.”
Or young couples think, “This is not our time. We’re busy establishing a new home. There’ll be time to serve God later.” And later… “When the children are older. We’re too busy with them and their activities right now.” And then… “Teenage children are sooo demanding, maybe there’ll come a time later in life”… until “we’re retired now… let the younger ones do it.”

When Christ calls us, it will involve self-sacrifice… but also great opportunity, so don’t miss the moment. 

Jesus’ final encounter is an encouragement for us to…
Persevere (Luke 9.61-62)
Keeping our hand to the plough is an encouragement to persevere in the work of the kingdom. It’s not enough to be enthusiastic. The call is for resolute determination. To keep looking forward – not to look back. It is easy to be distracted or waylaid from the work of the kingdom.
There are many who will make a commitment and then change their mind, or give up when the going gets tough. But we are called to persevere.

The only way to cut that first plough furrow across the field is to keep your eyes resolutely fixed on the point at the other side to which you are headed. Take your eyes off that point, look back, and you are all over the place.

Some people spend the greatest part of their lives looking back at all the wonderful things that used to be. We should give thanks for the past and all the good that has happened, but our eyes must be resolutely set to the future and the places God is yet to lead us.
It’s not easy to keep going straight. And it’s not easy to keep up that determination to serve God. We never know what’s ahead of us or what it will mean to serve God in our own situation. We are called to take one step at a time in obedience.
Are we still looking forward with our hand on the plough?



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
  Ctrl+Click to  

  follow links

	Count the cost – Soho Square development, Ponsonby, Auckland
A current illustration for the need to count the cost (in dollars as well as planning consents) is Auckland’s Soho Square development. It was planned as a development which would include 25,000 square metres of office space, 35 retail shops, 53 apartments and over 1250 undercover car parks. A vast hole, 12 metres deep, was completed in 2008 for the 5 underground floors before the developers, the Marlin Group, went into receivership in 2009. 
The hole filled with water and remained there as an eye-sore and local talking point for years. At the end of last year a contractor was sought to bring in 24,000 cubic metres of fill to reduce the size of what is New Zealand second largest building excavation. (The largest was for Auckland’s Skytower).
Currently supermarket giant Progressive Enterprises is planning a development on the site. The original Soho development has its own Wikipedia site. 
Persistence – see the Churchill speech in the children’s section below.

Don’t look Back

“If you’re singing a song, it’s no good wondering if you sang the previous line all right. You’ve got to concentrate on the next line.”
Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone (London: SPCK, 2001) p119.
Quotes

You’ll never plough a field if you only turn it over in your mind.
Irish proverb

Are you getting a little weary? Never mind, rouse yourself, and plough on for the love of Jesus, and dying men (sic). Our day of work has in it only the appointed hours, and while they last let us fulfil our task. Ploughing is hard work; but as there will be no harvest without it, let us just put forth all our strength, and never flag till we have performed our Lord's will, and by his Holy Spirit wrought conviction in men's souls.
CH Spurgeon – from his sermon “The Ploughman”

As I watch'd the ploughman ploughing,
Or the sower sowing in the fields - or the harvester harvesting,
I saw there too, O life and death, your analogies:
(Life, life is the tillage, and Death is the harvest according.) 

Walt Whitman



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Driving Miss Daisy (1989 - PG) This is a lovely movie to illustrate the theme of persevering in service. Starring Morgan Freeman and Jessica Tandy it is set in Atlanta, Georgia in the middle of last century and tells of a chauffeur (Freeman) who achieves a place of dignity through quiet, humble, devoted service. In a sense both Miss Daisy and her driver become servants through the relationship that develops.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Hand to the plough
If you are in a rural area, or have contact with farming people, see if someone has an old plough that they can bring along to put at the front of the church for your service this Sunday. I’m not thinking of the big tractor-pulled variety, but something more like the one in the picture on the left. (There must be a few of these things around as I’ve been able to organise for this to happen at two Auckland suburban churches as well as in Central Wellington). 

The idea is to structure your service around an opportunity for people for come to the front of the church and literally put their hand to the plough as a symbol of their commitment to discipleship. You could also make this into an occasion to appeal for helpers in any church ministries that are understaffed.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
All the way my Saviour leads me S2 625

All the way my Saviour leads me/ All that I am S4 1711

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 1

God comes to us as one unheard  HIOS 42

God who sets us on a journey FFS 32
Here am I CMP 229; S1 161
I have decided to follow Jesus CMP 272

I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206

In Christ alone CMP 1072; S1 225 
I, the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246
Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359

Lead us heavenly father lead us MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; S1 311

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

O Master let me walk with Thee WOV 522

Teach me my God and King MHB 597; WOV 458; H&P 803

Teach me your ways S1 470

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

We have heard the call S4 2118

We plough the fields MHB 963; WOV 59; H&P 352; CMP 732
We shall stand CMP 737; S1 556

Where the love of God is guiding  FFS 76

You did leave your throne MHB 150; WOV 206; H&P 154; CMP 697


	Prayers
 Ctrl+Click to
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	Collect

Merciful God, 

out of the depths we cry to you 

and you hear our prayer. 

Make us attentive to the voice of your Son 

that we may rise from the death of sin 

and take our place in the new creation. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever.  Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 77.1-3,11-15
I cry out to God; yes, I shout.
    Oh, that God would listen to me!
When I was in deep trouble,
    I searched for the Lord.
All night long I prayed, with hands lifted toward heaven,
    but my soul was not comforted.
I think of God, and I moan,
    overwhelmed with longing for his help. 

Then I recall all you have done, O Lord;
    I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago.
They are constantly in my thoughts.
    I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works.

O God, your ways are holy.
    Is there any god as mighty as you?
You are the God of great wonders!
    You demonstrate your awesome power among the nations.
By your strong arm, you redeemed your people,
    the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
Liturgy for a plough service
Follow the link and scroll down to a range of plough service resources as downloadable pdfs from UK’s Arthur Rank Centre.
Benediction

Embark upon a journey

Go from this place hand in hand

Care as much about each other as you do about yourselves

Go in the presence of the Lord God himself

And may his Spirit bless you on your way

And give you the power to do all that he wants you to do

Amen


	Communal 

Sharing


	If you are in a rural community or have farmers (or retired farmers) worshipping with you, get one to share in your service about the secrets of ploughing a field: how to adjust the plough, how to start the first furrow, when to follow the contours of the ground and how to keep the lines straight and true.
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Winston Churchill
“Never give in”

	Churchill’s speech

Do you ever have special visitors at your school? 
Can you remember some of the visitors you’ve had?

Can anyone remember anything that a special visitor said at their school?

Sometimes important people, like Prime Ministers, pay visits to schools and talk to the children. Often schools get a special speaker for their end-of-year prize giving.

One school that asked the Prime Minister to speak was Harrow School in England. The Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time was Winston Churchill. Winston Churchill went to Harrow School when he was a boy, so I guess they thought there was a good chance that he would say “Yes” and come to speak to the children.

And come he did! 
He came to speak to the students at the beginning of the school year in 1941. However, it wasn’t so much that the Prime Minister came, but what he said that was remembered. He gave one of the shortest famous speeches in history. What he said was, “Never give in. Never give in.”

That was about it! Everybody remembered what he said!

He did add a few sentences like, “Never, never, never, never — in nothing, great or small, large or petty — never give in, except to convictions of honour and good sense", but it was still a very short speech.

In our Bible reading today Jesus has a similar message. He said, “Anyone who starts ploughing and keeps looking back isn’t worth a thing to God’s kingdom!” (Luke 9.62). Jesus wasn’t really talking about ploughing fields. He was talking about being his follower. And what he meant was when we start to follow Jesus we should never give up. We should always keep on trying to do the things that he wants us to do.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com. Scroll down to the bottom of the page in this link for a range of related activities.   


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links
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	Google

You’ll get some great images by Googling images for “hand plow” and “hand to the plow” (The American spelling of “plough” yields more results but you’ll get a different range with the English spelling.)
In Christian art
Foxes have holes by Stanley Spencer 1891-1959
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And… even better than a cartoon… get your “Let the dead bury the dead” T-shirt (really!!) only $22.99 – printed in USA.


	Can you help with funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”?

It has been a year since we used this space to appeal for funds to support this ministry.  The original funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” came primarily from a generous grant from PAC. These funds ran out some time ago. We are very grateful for gifts from individuals, parishes, churches and other trusts which have kept the ministry going up until the present time. A very generous gift was recently received from Pakuranga Methodist Parish. We are now in need of further funding in order for this ministry to continue to be made available.

Parishes, congregations and individuals are asked to consider making a financial contribution to this valuable ministry. If you helped in this way a year ago, would you consider helping again this year? Gifts can be direct credited to Mission Resourcing - please contact Sarah Andrews in Christchurch for details (saraha@methodist.org.nz). Cheques should be made out to “Mission Resourcing”, accompanied by a cover note designating funds for “10 Minutes” and posted to:

Methodist Mission Resourcing

Private Bag 11 903

Ellerslie

Auckland 1542

For more information about the Refresh Ministry email me at andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Andrew Gamman
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
3

