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Sunday 16 June 2013
Forgiveness and gratitude 

Year C - Pentecost 4 – 43C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Can you help with funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”?


	It has been a year since we used this space to appeal for funds to support this ministry.  The original funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” came primarily from a generous grant from PAC. These funds ran out some time ago. We are very grateful for gifts from individuals, parishes, churches and other trusts which have kept the ministry going up until the present time. A very generous gift was recently received from Pakuranga Methodist Parish. We are now in need of further funding in order for this ministry to continue to be made available.

Parishes, congregations and individuals are asked to consider making a financial contribution to this valuable ministry. If you helped in this way a year ago, would you consider helping again this year? Gifts can be direct credited to Mission Resourcing - please contact Sarah Andrews in Christchurch for details (saraha@methodist.org.nz). Cheques should be made out to “Mission Resourcing”, accompanied by a cover note designating funds for “10 Minutes” and posted to:

Methodist Mission Resourcing

Private Bag 11 903

Ellerslie

Auckland 1542

For more information about the Refresh Ministry email me at andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Andrew Gamman



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links

[image: image1.png]ELEVATE

christian disability trust





	1 Kings 21.1-10, (11-14), 15-21a King Ahab and Jezebel have Naboth killed so they can take his land. Then the prophet Elijah pronounces God’s judgment on Ahab.
Psalm 5.1-8 David prays for the Lord’s help. “I bring my requests to you and wait for your reply.”
Galatians 2.15-21 We are not made acceptable to God by obeying the Law but by our faith in Jesus Christ. “I have died, but Christ lives in me. And I now live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me.”
Luke 7.36-8:3  A sinful woman washed Jesus’ feet with her tears at the home of Simon the Pharisee. Simon thought that Jesus didn’t understand what kind of woman he was dealing with, but Jesus used the situation to teach Simon about forgiveness.
Disability Awareness Sunday

Disability Awareness Sunday is celebrated around the world on the third Sunday in June each year. It is an opportunity for people with disabilities to show their love for Jesus in a very tangible way. While the style and theme may change from church to church, it is a wonderful way to celebrate the gift that people with disabilities can bring to any congregation. Jesus’ mission was to bring all people to Himself. Jeremiah 29.11 tells us that God has a plan for our lives, a plan for hope and a good future… that is for all of us. Luke 14 tells us to “bring in the blind, the lame, the poor....”
From the Elevate Christian Disability Trust website 
See this United Methodist Communications article for hymns, readings, prayers and service ideas for Disability Awareness Sunday. Church leaders should consider how welcoming we are to people with disabilities. Are there barriers to their inclusion? How accessible are our buildings and toilet facilities?
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	The anointing of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels
The anointing of Jesus’ as recorded in the four Gospels makes an interesting study. Several questions come to mind:
· Is Luke 7.36-49 telling us of the same event that was recorded by the other gospel writers in Matthew 26.6-13, Mark 14.3-9 and John 12.1-11? 
· Is this one event that the varied accounts have adapted and used for different purposes? 

· Or are these accounts recording two, or even three, similar but different incidents? 

This parallels tool from the University of Toronto will allow you to compare all four accounts. 
Consider these comparisons:
Whose home? 
      Matthew – Simon the leper; Mark – Simon the leper; Luke – Simon the 
      Pharisee; John – Lazarus, Martha & Mary.
Where?           
      Matthew – Bethany; Mark – Bethany; Luke – Galilee; John – Bethany.

When?            
      Matthew – Just before the passion; Mark – Just before the passion; Luke – 
      Earlier in Jesus’ ministry; John - Just before the passion.

Anointing of what? 
      Matthew – Jesus’ head; Mark – Jesus’ head; Luke – Jesus’ feet; John – 
      Jesus’ feet.
Who did the anointing? 
      Matthew – a woman; Mark – a woman; Luke – a woman who was a sinner; 
      John – Mary.
In Matthew, Mark and John, because of the proximity to Jesus’ passion, the incident is seen symbolically as an anointing for burial. Luke’s purpose, to demonstrate forgiveness and gratitude, is unique to his gospel. Luke’s story also contains a parable within it to emphasise this thought. We mentioned, in introducing this series (in “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 2 June 2013), that Luke’s central theme is that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. This is clearly a story that reinforces that theme: “Jesus told the woman, ‘Because of your faith, you are now saved.’” (Luke 7.50)


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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* Jesus said 50 and 500 denarii. 1 denarius was about a day’s pay for a labourer.

	It has been my normal practice, when we have guest preachers at church, to invite them home for a meal afterwards. This has given rise to some interesting and stimulating meal-time conversations, and particularly so when the guest has come from a different church tradition or culture from my own. 
Simon the Pharisee had a similar thought in mind. It was probably after the service in the synagogue on the Sabbath that he invited Jesus, the young rabbi with his radical ideas, back home for a meal. 
In all likelihood Simon had a large home with an open garden courtyard at the centre. Dinner was laid out on a low table and, rather than pull chairs up to this as we would, guests would eat in a reclining position, stretched out on low divans with their feet away from the table. 
When Jesus arrived, he removed his sandals at the door and joined the other guests around the table. People were interested in what Jesus had to say, so the scene was set for some entertaining and provocative conversation. It turned out to be more provocative than Simon had bargained for!

Apart from the invited guests, according to the custom of the day, others wandered in off the street and gathered around to listen in to what was going on. 
A woman, who was one of these uninvited guests, knelt at the feet of Jesus and began to weep. It is not explicitly stated in the story, but the assumption is that she was the town prostitute. As her tears fell on Jesus’ feet, she loosed her hair and used it to wipe his feet dry. Then, kissing his feet, she poured perfume on them. 
Simon was aghast. He knew exactly who this woman was. For a woman of her reputation to come into his home was a brazen act in itself. To let her hair down in front of his guests was a shameless gesture that defied all standards of decency.  

Simon said nothing. But he was thinking that if Jesus was any sort of prophet he would have the insight to know what kind of woman was touching him and forbid this unseemly display.

The woman said nothing.

Jesus knew what Simon was thinking and said, “Simon, I’ve got something to say to you.”
“Go ahead Rabbi.”

“Two people owed money to a money lender. One owed $5000 the other $50,000*. As both of them were unable to repay, the money lender cancelled their debts. Which one of them would like the money lender more?”
“I suppose the one who owed more,” answered Simon.

“That’s right,” said Jesus. Then he turned to face the woman, but he spoke to Simon. He told him that he had neglected his responsibility as a host. It was considered good manners to offer a bowl of cool water to rinse the feet of a guest on arrival.  And a mark of respect was to greet a guest with a kiss of peace. Further, a drop of sweet smelling oil was a normal courtesy. While none of these things had been provided by the host, the woman had, with her tears, washed his feet, kissed them and anointed them with expensive perfume. All this she had done out of gratitude for the forgiveness she had received. 
Great forgiveness results in great love.
Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven. “Because of your faith, you are now saved.”
While the setting may be unfamiliar to us, we can find something of ourselves in both of the players who interact with Christ in this drama. 

First of all there’s Simon.
We often think of the Pharisees as being those who were opposed to Jesus. But this was not always the case. It is more likely that Simon was one of those Pharisees who sympathised with Jesus and his cause. 

But he did have that habit, as many religious people do, of throwing people into categories. One look at the woman and he could say, “I know what sort of person this is.” 
We also can make cursory judgements of people by throwing them into categories with comments like, “what do you expect from that sort?” In its worst form we can lump people into racial categories and make sweeping judgements based on their ethnicity. But we can also get drawn into a mind-set that has negative expectations of anyone who looks like a gang associate … or a crooked accountant …. or an irresponsible student… or whatever. The point is that Jesus encourages us to see beyond the category and see the person.

And poor Simon, when he looked at the woman all he could see were her faults. To him she was making a spectacle of herself and her behaviour was bordering on indecent. What he saw, though, was determined by his viewpoint. He was looking from the point of view of a Pharisee - one of God’s righteous people. 
How easily you and I slip into finding faults in others. We do it with our husbands, wives and children… and without realising it we can develop a negative habit. Always saying, “Don’t bite your pen… Why do you always sit staring blankly out the window?… For goodness sake don’t play with your food… you are tipping on your chair again… stop channel surfing…” 
Behind the constant barrage is the unspoken assumption that I’m a better person than you. Now, I’m not saying that others should never be corrected. Just that if we don’t spend more time in praise than in criticism we can develop a fault-finding habit and end up only seeing the negative - like Simon.
So, we pray, ”Lord, help us to stop finding fault in others.”
Central to this gospel drama is the woman. 
The incident assumes some previous contact between Jesus and this woman. In Christ she had found someone who saw her as a person, accepted her, and offered the possibility of a new beginning. More than anything else, she found in Christ great forgiveness. 
Forgiveness changes the past, the present and the future. The shame of the past had been wiped away. In the present she was at peace with herself and with her God. And new open door of opportunity was ahead of her. 
In God’s eyes she was a loved daughter, and now she knew it. So her actions at the dinner party in Simon’s house were an expression of overwhelming gratitude. And this was something that Simon could neither see nor understand. 
The closer we are to God, the more we realise that we stand in need of his forgiveness. The more we know his forgiveness the greater is our sense of gratitude.
So, we pray, “Lord, help us to find forgiveness in you.”
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	Rag Paper
Rag paper, also known as cotton paper, is made from used cotton rags, or with a mixture of cotton fabric and wood fibres. Before the advent of mechanised paper mills this was the common way to make paper. Even today, rag paper is known as a far superior paper to that which is made exclusively from wood pulp. Because the cotton is pH neutral, this quality long-life rag paper is often used for important things like archives, legal documents and bank notes. It also has better ink absorption. 
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There is a parallel here to the work of Jesus, who has a habit of picking up those who are considered to be the rags of society. After going through his process of forgiveness they can be transformed into the people of highest quality. Our story today of the woman in Luke’s gospel who crashed Simon’s dinner party illustrates just such a transformation.
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	Matthew West – Forgiveness

Off the 2012 album Into the light, by Tennessee Contemporary Christian musician Matthew West, is the song “Forgiveness”. This clip from YouTube is suitable for playing in church. Read the lyrics.  In 2011 West made his movie acting debut in the film The Heart of Christmas.
Paramore – Playing God
This song by American band Paramore (also from Tennessee!) could be applied to the accusing attitude of Simon the Pharisee which contrasts the forgiving attitude of Jesus. It highlights our tendency to point an accusing finger at others while ignoring our own faults. You’ll find it on their 2009 Brand New Eyes album. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Water of forgiveness

Set up a station (or several if you have a large group) with a bottle of water several disposable drinking cups and the following instructions printed out in large type:
Look 

Examine the water in the bottle. See how clear it is. Can you see any impurities in it?  
Think

Unfortunately, for many people in our world, pure water is a rare and precious commodity. People are polluters. Most people don’t deliberately pollute, but pollution is a product of our lifestyle.

In the same way we pollute our lives. We don’t necessarily deliberately do wrong things, but nonetheless we don’t live as God would want us to.  

Pray
Pour some of the water into a drinking cup. Say sorry to God for individual wrongs.  After each sentence take a sip of clean, fresh water and soak in God’s forgiveness.
Jesus said…“Your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7.48)
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice (= AHB)

	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

Amazing grace/ My chains are gone S4 1718

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21

Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111; 

     S1 79
Give ear to my prayer SIS 377

Forgive our sins WOV 564
Forgive us, O God FFS 21

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus your love CMP 370; S1 287
Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372

Jesus lover of my soul (Ezzy, Grul, McPherson) S1 290

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

I am forgiven S4 1722

I love you Lord SIS 419; CMP 287; S1 214

It’s no longer I that’s living SIS 8

I was sinking deep in sin (Love lifted me) - words and music from hymnry.org
Love is your way HIOS 95

Teach us, O loving heart of Christ AA 130

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683

What a friend we have in Jesus MHB 538; WOV 165; H&P 559; CMP 746; S1 566

When I look into your holiness SIS 662; CMP 754; S1 571

When the music fades CMP 1016; S1 576

Wonderful grace CMP 966; S2 1070
Wounded world FFS 80

You did not wait for me CMP 969



	Prayers

	Collect 
Generous God, 

you gather your people 

and lavish your gifts upon us, day by day. 

Grant that each experience of your pardon 

may enlarge our own love, 

until it meets the measure of your extravagant forgiveness, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship
Because of your abundant steadfast love,
    we come to your house O Lord.
We bow down to worship
    filled with wonder and awe.
Lead us, Lord, in your righteousness;
    make your way straight before us.
(Based on Psalm 5.7-8)

Psalm 5 (selection)
O Lord, hear me as I pray;
    pay attention to my groaning.
Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God,
    for I pray to no one but you.
Listen to my voice in the morning, Lord.
    Each morning I bring my requests to you and wait expectantly.

O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness;
    you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked.
Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence,
    for you hate all who do evil.

Because of your unfailing love, I can enter your house;
    I will worship at your Temple with deepest awe.
Lead me in the right path, O Lord.
Make your way plain for me to follow.

Let all who take refuge in you rejoice;
    let them sing joyful praises forever.
Spread your protection over them,
    that all who love your name may be filled with joy.
For you bless the godly, O Lord;
    you surround them with your shield of love

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
General Confession

Almighty and merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour.
We have sinned in thought, word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

in your mercy forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name.

Help us to amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly,

love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen



	Communal 

Sharing
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Disability



 
	Being Disability Awareness Sunday this Sunday, take the opportunity to celebrate the witness of those with disabilities. Maybe you have within your regular congregation those with disabilities who can share in the service. Use the gifts that they have. Is there someone who could preach? If you have someone who is visually impaired and able to read Braille, get them to do the scripture reading. Ask others to share their experience of living with disability. A group from Elevate may be willing to come and help. 
Church members will want to know what help that they can give to people with disabilities. Is there some help that is offered that is really appreciated? Are other sorts of help offered that seem demeaning? Are there ways that your church could more fully include people with disabilities in the life of your community?
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CEV = Contemporary
English Version of the
Bible
	Forgiveness
Bring along a container of hand wash. Hold it up and ask: 
“Who knows what this is?” 

“Does your mum or dad tell you to go to the bathroom and wash your hands before dinner?”
“Why should we wash our hands before we eat?”

In our daily activities, while working and playing, our hands pick up dirt and germs. Even things like a computer keyboard can be covered in germs that are so small that we can’t even see them. So we wash our hands before we eat to clean away the dirt and germs, otherwise they might get into our mouths and make us sick.  

Dirt and germs get on the outside of us. But “sin” gets inside us. Every day we think things, say things, and do things that are not pleasing to God. This is when we are being selfish or unkind, saying bad things, or not being honest. The Bible calls this “sin”. Just like we wash the dirt and germs away with hand wash, we need to get our sin washed away too. Fortunately, just like washing our hands, it is not a difficult thing to do. The solution is not hand wash though - it is forgiveness. The Bible says that “if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.” (1 John 1.9 CEV). When we tell God that we are sorry for what we have done, it is like being washed on the inside. In our gospel reading today Jesus meets a lady who has a bad reputation but he is able to tell her, “Your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7.48)

You will find more resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down to the bottom of the page in this link to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word. 


	PowerPoint
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	A cartoon relating to today’s gospel text from reverendfun.
Today’s gospel story in Christian art:

Peter Paul Rubens’ Mary anointing Jesus’ feet, 1618.
Nicolas Poussin’s Confession, 1647

Pierre Subleyras’ Christ at the house of Simon the Pharisee, 1737.

In stained glass from Meyer’s studio, Munich, 1899.

See Matthew West’s YouTube clip above.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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