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Sunday 9 June 2013
A widow’s son
Year C - Pentecost 3 – 42C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Can you help with funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”?


	It has been a year since we used this space to appeal for funds to support this ministry.  The original funding for “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” came primarily from a generous grant from PAC. These funds ran out some time ago. We are very grateful for gifts from individuals, parishes, churches and other trusts which have kept the ministry going up until the present time. A very generous gift was recently received from Pakuranga Methodist Parish. We are now in need of further funding in order for this ministry to continue to be made available.

Parishes, congregations and individuals are asked to consider making a financial contribution to this valuable ministry. If you helped in this way a year ago, would you consider helping again this year? Gifts can be direct credited to Mission Resourcing - please contact Sarah Andrews in Christchurch for details (saraha@methodist.org.nz). Cheques should be made out to “Mission Resourcing”, accompanied by a cover note designating funds for “10 Minutes” and posted to:

Methodist Mission Resourcing

Private Bag 11 903

Ellerslie

Auckland 1542

For more information about the Refresh Ministry email me at andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Andrew Gamman
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	Psalm 46  A psalm of praise and comfort declaring that the Lord All-Powerful provides shelter for his people in times of trouble. (This was the first psalm that I ever committed to memory… and it was in King James Version. I’ve included it as a responsive reading in the prayers section below in a more recent translation that still retains some of the poetic majesty.)
1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) Elijah the prophet helps a poor widow. First of all he provides flour and oil that don’t run out. Then, when her son later gets sick and dies, he prays and the boy is restored to life.
Galatians 1:11-24 Paul explains how he turned from being a zealous Jew who persecuted the church to being an apostle chosen to take the gospel to the Gentiles.
Luke 7:11-17 In the town of Nain Jesus and his disciples come upon a funeral procession for a widow’s son who had died. When Jesus touched the dead boy he returned to life.
Matariki
The Maori New Year begins this Monday 10 June. Matariki may be translated as tiny eyes, (or eyes of God) and refers to a star cluster, the Pleiades, that appears in the sky in June as the Southern Hemisphere winter months approach. The eyes are thought to watch over the land and its people. 
The appearance of Matariki signals a time of change and new growth. It is a time to reflect on the past and look ahead to the future. Many cultures recognise the logic of celebrating the New Year at the time of the turning of the season, after the end of the harvest (winter solstice). Matariki is a time for New Zealanders to celebrate our history and learn from those who came before us. Matariki is also a time to celebrate our unique place in the world. It is a celebration of our culture, language and people. Matariki is an appropriate time to publicly pray for life and growth as well to offer prayers of thanksgiving. 
St Andrew’s on the Terrace has published an entire Matariki order of service in Maori and English. Read this as a pdf document. 

See also The Maori Language Commission website and The Ministry for Culture and Heritage website
World Vision 40 Hour Famine
World Vision’s 40 Hour Famine is this weekend. Acknowledge and support those from your congregation who are participating in the famine. Follow this link to donate. This year’s focus is on Bougainville, Papua New Guinea, where hunger leads to anaemic mothers and malnourished children. Right now, Papua New Guinea has the second worst child death statistic in the Asia-Pacific region.  The aim is for Kiwis to raise $2.5 million in the 40 Hour Famine to improve the lives of children and families


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible

NIV = New International Version of the Bible
	Luke’s resurrection stories

Apart from the accounts of Jesus’ own resurrection, Luke records for us four resurrection stories. 

1. The first is the son of the widow of Nain, which is our gospel reading today from Luke 7.  
2. The second is the daughter of Jairus who was raised by Jesus. This is recorded in Luke 8 as well as Matthew 9 and Mark 5.
3. The other two are miracles of the early church. There was the daughter of Tabatha, called Dorcas, who was raised to life when Peter prayed for her in Acts 9 
4. And finally there is the, almost amusing, story of young Eutychus who fell to his death from a window sill after going to sleep while Paul was speaking in Acts 20. (A warning to long-winded preachers and inattentive congregations alike!) The meaning of the text is a little unclear. Paul either took him in his arms and brought him back to life, or found that he wasn’t dead after all.
The better known story of the resurrection of Lazarus is unique to John’s gospel.

Our story today from Luke 7 of the widow of Nain has no parallels in the other gospels. However, this incident is remarkably similar to the story of Elijah raising a widow’s son from death in today’s First Testament reading from 1 Kings 17. The wording of Luke 7.15 closely parallels 1 Kings 17.23 and in the following verse (Luke 7.16) “a great prophet” could be seen as an allusion to Elijah.
Whether these resurrection stories are read as literal or metaphorical may depend more on the cultural background of the reader than on the historicity or otherwise of the events they record.

“He felt sorry for her” Luke 7.13 CEV

This is a translation of a term which means a lot more than just sympathy. “He had compassion” is a more usual translation, although NIV renders it “his heart went out to her”. The word is one that is frequently used of Jesus and means literally to be moved in the inward parts or entrails. It goes beyond a feeling and can be seen as love creating a compulsion to take action. 
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Pentecost 2 - 42C (6 June 2010).



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	Life deals to each of us a certain kind of sadness. As much as we would seek to avoid them, loss, grief and death are woven into the fabric of our lives.
Think for a moment about the woman from the town of Nain in today’s incident from Luke’s gospel. She was middle aged, probably past child-bearing and her son was a young man. Somewhere in her past she had known the tragedy of her husband’s untimely death and this had left her as a widow.
The situation for a widow in the ancient Middle East was an especially difficult one. Forget any idea you may have of equal opportunity. In her day men were the bread-winners and protectors of the family. Widows were often left alone, in abject poverty, and forced to beg for food. Under Jewish law the widow became the property and responsibility of her late husband’s brother. But, where no relation came to her aid, her future was bleak. 
It is interesting that we read again and again in the Bible about the compassion of the Lord towards widows. Their plight touches the heart of God. One of the first things that the church did after it was founded, according to the book of Acts, was to set up a system for supporting widows. 

However, the widow in our story today had a son… an only son. In him lay all her hopes for support as she aged into her later years. But then a second disaster struck. Her only son died too!
Some families have more than their share of tragedies. Most of us can go on for decades without disaster… while others seem to just have one distressing shock after another.

Whether we are disaster prone or not, life deals to each of us a certain kind of sadness.

So there she was, shortly after the death of her son, surrounded by a large crowd at the front of a funeral procession. They were carrying his body outside the town for the burial. It was the custom for the dead to be buried as soon as possible. The son’s body would have been wrapped in cloth and carried on a wicker stretcher.
You may wonder, if a widow was likely to be poor and alone why would such a crowd would be in attendance. Honouring the dead was deemed to be very important. The custom was to make use of professional mourners who would wail and lead the procession with their piercing and unrestrained cries of grief… all to the accompaniment of banging cymbals and the noise of other musical instruments. As the procession made its way through town bystanders would join in out of respect. 
Can you picture it? A dry and dusty road. The professional mourners out at the front of the crowd leading the way with their shrieking and wailing and the crashing of cymbals. The dead boy being carried along, with the widow alongside in tears. Perhaps other extended family members are gathered around her. And behind them the crowd following along to pay their respects.

Life deals out a certain kind of sadness
It just happened that, at the same time that the funeral procession was heading out of Nain, Jesus and his disciples were coming into town. A crowd was following Jesus too. They had gathered around him, eager to watch and listen because of the remarkable things that Jesus said and did. This group contained the atmosphere and noise of expectation and excitement.
The two groups met one another on the road. We can imagine that some in Jesus’ entourage would have been thinking, “This is a bit awkward!” As they drew alongside one another Jesus saw the widow and, as we often read in the gospels, he was moved with compassion. 
“Don’t keep on crying,” he said to the widow - not because crying was inappropriate, but because God’s power was going to intervene in this situation. Jesus went over and, to stop the funeral procession, he put his hand on the stretcher on which the dead boy was being carried. When everyone had drawn to a halt Jesus said, “Young man, get up!”
The boy sat up and began to speak… and Jesus gave him back to his mother. A large crowd witnessed this. They saw the power of God’s touch… and they were frightened. They were frightened because they knew they were in the very presence of God… and they were aware of their own weakness and unworthiness. God’s power had been revealed and those that witnessed it that day praised God, and told everyone what Jesus had done.

Now here’s the strange thing. It’s in the dark times, when we are laid low and surrounded by a certain kind of sadness, that we are likely to have a significant experience of the presence of God.
We may think that it’s when we are on a high, and being taken as-it-were to Paul’s seventh heaven, that we would encounter God. But for most of us, God’s touch comes when we are at the end of ourselves. Just like it was for the widow of Nain, Jesus passes by and stops. 

Consider the Apostle Paul who, in today’s reading from the Galatians, talks about the transformation that came to him. His life changing encounter with God came when he was nose-in-the-dust, blind and laid out on the ground on the road to Damascus. That was when he met Christ, received the touch of God and was transformed. He had to come down from a place of pride to a place of humility and that was where he met with God.

Time and again, I hear the same story. In a times of despair, when there seems to be nowhere to turn, that’s when people encounter the compassionate Christ. 
Sooner or later life deals to each of us a certain kind of sadness. Don’t be surprised by this… and don’t lose hope. This is the time for us to see the compassionate Christ, and to reach out for his touch.
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Sadhu Sundar Singh (1889-1929)


	Compassion for the world

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

St Teresa of Ávila 1515-1582

Sadhu Sundar Singh (1889-1929) 
Sundar Singh was an Indian convert to Christianity who sought to penetrate India with the gospel in an Indian way. He took upon himself the role and attire of a Hindu sadhu (ascetic) to aid his Christian mission to India. He also made two visits to the West during which he was appalled by Western materialism and emptiness. The stories told of his compassionate acts in reaching out to people are legendary. Indeed, many people assume them to be more legend than fact. This story is found in several places on the internet. It tells of his compassionate rescue of a fallen traveller at the risk of his own life. 


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
 
	Les Miserables (2012 – M)

This is a film adaptation of Victor Hugo’s novel in the form of a musical drama set in nineteenth century France. It is a great movie to illustrate today’s theme as it includes several acts of compassion:

· Jean Valjean who has broken parole, agrees to care for factory worker Fantine's daughter, Cosette. 
· The bishop, whom Valjean has stolen from, vouches for him. 
Starring Hugh Jackman, Russell Crowe and Anne Hathaway. An earlier 1998 film version starred Liam Neeson and Uma Thurman


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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GNT = Good News Translation of the Bible
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	Set up two “stations”
Set up two stations to allow people to respond to today’s message. In larger congregations you will need to set up more than one of each station and instruct people to go to the two different ones. These could be set up in the foyer of the church for people to visit as they leave your service today. They can be visited in any order. You will need:

· At station 1 - a bowl with some small plastic people figurines in the bottom and filled up with water. (You can make the plastic figurines by cutting them out of the lids of two-litre ice-cream tubs.) A couple of tea-towels. Some spirit based markers.
· At station 2 - some small paper squares with a stop sign printed on one side. Some pencils.
· At each station the following instructions printed out in large type:

Station 1. Compassion – drying the tears of another
Read: 
In today’s gospel reading we meet a widow from a town called Nain whose

            son has just tragically died. She is taking his body out of town to be buried

            when the funeral procession runs into Jesus and his disciples coming into

            town. Luke tells us 

     

 When the Lord saw her, his heart was filled with pity for her, and 
                         he said to her, “Don't cry.” Luke 7.13 GNT
Think:
Who do I know that is carrying a burden of sadness right now? 


How can I help to dry their tears? 


What practical thing can I do? 


It may be that a phone call, a text message, or a card could be of 

            encouragement. It may be some practical help is necessary. Make a 

            commitment to do something as an expression of your compassion this 

            week.

Do:
Take one of the plastic figures out of the water and dry it with a tea towel. 

            Write the initials of the person you could help on the figure with a marker. 

            Take this with you as a reminder of your commitment to do something.

Pray:
Lord, help me to reach out to others with your love.
Station 2. Compassion – stop and encounter Christ 

Read: 
In today’s gospel reading a widow from a town called Nain is taking the 

            body of her son out of town to be buried. When Jesus came upon the 

            widow and the funeral procession for her son he stopped them in their 
            tracks. Luke tells us

      

Then he walked over and touched the coffin, and the men carrying
                        it stopped. Jesus said, “Young man! Get up, I tell you!” 
                        Luke 7.14 GNT
Think:
Sometimes we need to stop to encounter Christ

Stop now and think for a moment. 

What are the turmoils that are presently boiling under in my life? 

Where would I like to experience the touch of the compassionate Christ?

Do:
Take a pencil and write your prayer request on the back of the paper stop 

            sign.

Pray:
Lord Jesus Christ


Son of God


Have mercy


Amen



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice (= AHB)

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

Away with gloom MHB 231; H&P 187

Come down, O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

He gave me beauty for ashes SIS 144; CMP 213
God is our strength and refuge CMP 188

God is the refuge of his saints MHB 705; WOV 45: H&P 53
God of mercy, God of grace MHB 681; WOV 379
I know that my Redeemer lives crowned WOV 132
I know that my Redeemer lives what joy MHB 235; WOV 299; H&P 196; CMP 278
I need you every hour MHB 475; H&P 524; CMP 288; S3 1312
Jesus hands were kind hands WOV 178; H&P 393
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; 

     S3 1376

Refresh my heart (Geoff Bullock – words and sheet music available from 

      musicnotes)

Though the earth should tremble S1 523

To get a touch from the Lord SIS 4
Where the road runs out  AA 156
Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157
Your love reaches out to me S4 2192
Your words to me are life and health WOV 337; H&P 482


	Prayers
NLT = New Living Translation of the Bible
	Collect 
God, faithful and true, 

you call every generation to make a pilgrim journey.

Guide our feet along the road of faith, 

that we may put our whole trust in you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

Jesus said, “Come to me, 

all of you who are weary 
and carry heavy burdens 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you. 
Let me teach you 
because I am humble and gentle, 
and you will find rest for your souls.”

Mathew 11.28-29 Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation
Matariki XE "MATARIKI II" 
Leader: 
At the end of this day the sun will go down…and our night will 
                        begin

Reader 1: 
Our work for today will have finished

Reader 2: 
We will look back and say “ yes…it is good”

Reader 1: 
We may look back with regrets and say “I would do that differently 
                        next time”

Reader 2: 
And the day will come to an end.

Leader: 
At the end of the day we will face sleep

Reader 1: 
and as we go to sleep, the stars will begin their dance…
Reader 2: 
Or rather, we will see their dance begin

Reader 1: 
The solemn circling in the night’s heavens high above, marking the
                        movement of our earth, the passing of time

Reader 2: 
the passing of the day, the movement to the night

Leader: 
And in the east, the Matariki stars will rise

Reader 1:     
God made two great lights, the sun and the moon, to shine down 

                        upon the earth. The greater one, the sun, presides during the day; 

                        the lesser one, the moon, presides through the night. He also 
                        made the stars. (Genesis 1:16 - NLT)  

Reader 2:     
The morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy
                        (Job 38:7 - NLT)  

Reader 1:         Praise him, sun and moon!

                         Praise him, all you twinkling stars! (Psalm 148:3 - NLT)  

Leader: 
 And with rising of the Matariki stars the new season begins... 
                        marked and celebrated through the mists of time by many different 
                        names

Pause

                        …and so we celebrate

Reader 1: 
We celebrate new beginnings

Reader 2: 
We affirm hope and newness of life

Reader 1: 
We rejoice in green and gold, in spring colours, in the promise of 
                        harvest and provision of fresh fruits

Leader: 
We acknowledge the gifts that spring offers: that our Creator pours
                        out in glorious abundance on this wonderful earth

Reader 1: 
We pledge anew to be responsible stewards of goodness

Reader 2: 
to share from our plenty

Reader 1: 
to look beyond our own needs

Reader 2:
to refrain from holding on to what we do not own

Reader 1: 
to distribute according to what we have been given in grace

Leader: 
that as the stars of Matariki continue their dance overhead, even 
                        if the bright daylight obscures our view of their moving, that we will 
                        listen to your Spirit’s moving in our world… and we will be fruitful.  

                        Amen

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,
    an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their surging.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within her, she will not fall;
    God will help her at break of day.
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.

The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Come and see what the Lord has done,
    the desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease
    to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
    he burns the shields with fire.
He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.’
The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Holy Bible, New International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Get some of the 40 hour faminers to share in the service today. Traditionally, participating in the famine meant going without food and those who started on Friday night would have tummies growling by your Sunday service. But over the years people have become really creative, inventing fun new challenges such as giving up their cell phones, going without the internet and some have gone as far as taking a 40-hour vow of silence. Young people are often organised to participate through their schools or church youth groups. Interview some of the participants about what they are going without, and what for. See if you can encourage more sponsors from your congregation.


	Children
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	Have compassion
You will need a bag of mandarins and a Bible.

Ask the children, “Who likes mandarins?”
Tell the first person who responds to come forward, and say they can have as many mandarins as they can hold in their hands. (If you prefer, you could do this with lollies or balloons.) Get them to take out of your bag as many mandarins as they can hold … Then say, “Now before you go back to your seat I’d like you to read a verse from my Bible.” 
Try to hand the Bible to the child who has his or her hands full of mandarins. 

They’ll need some help. See if someone would like to help by holding the mandarins while the Bible is being read.
“Our Bible reading is about compassion. Compassion is when we feel for someone else who has difficulties and try to help them. Again and again Jesus had compassion for other people. As his followers we must also look out for people who could use a hand and try to help.”
Get the child to read:
When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ Luke 7.13.
Wrap up with a prayer:
Lord God, 

Sometimes we are so busy thinking about ourselves 

that we don’t see the needs of other people. 

Help us to feel for difficulties that other people find themselves in, 

to be compassionate and ready to help. 

Amen

You will find more resources for children from sermons4kids.com  Scroll down to the bottom of the page in this link to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word. 


	PowerPoint
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	Today’s gospel story in Christian art:

· Miracle at Nain by Mario Minniti, 1620.

· The Resurrection of the Widow's Son at Nain by James Tissot, 1890.
· Our Lord raising to life the widow’s son – stained glass window from Killarney Cathedral, County Kerry, Ireland. (high resolution)
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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