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Sunday 21 July 2013
Reconciled in Christ 

Year C – Pentecost 9 – 48C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Amos 8.1-12  A chapter that condemns the evil of Israel in no uncertain terms.  God has had enough of injustice and plans to act: “Your festivals and joyful singing will turn into sorrow.” 
Psalm 52  A psalm that contrasts the attitude of the wicked with the call to proclaim God’s goodness. 

Colossians 1.15-28  Paul attempts to summarise the person and work of Jesus and describe his own ministry “to make the word of God fully known”. 

Luke 10.38-42  Mary sits at Jesus’ feet listening to him while Martha busies herself with being hospitable.  

Bible Sunday

The date for Bible Sunday for 2013 is set as 4 August, although as a local church you can celebrate this on any date to fit in with your church programme. For resources check the NZ Bible Society website.


	Introduction / Background
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	Andre Le Roux 

Andre was the visionary Methodist minister who longed for those providing ministry to be refreshed and resourced. He died on 13 July 2010. It was Andre who started the Refresh ministry and “10 minutes on a Tuesday”. This week marks three years since Andre published his last edition and Andrew Gamman, the present writer, took over publishing this resource.  
Colossians

This week we continue our series through Paul’s letter to the Colossians. The whole series is outlined below:

The Centrality of Christ

14 July  
Founded in Christ
Colossians 1.1-14

21 July  
Reconciled in Christ
Colossians 1.14-28

28 July  
Growing in Christ
Colossians 2.6-19  (prepared by Ian Boddy)

4 August  
Clothed in Christ
Colossians 3.1-17

If you asked people to read through Colossians last week and to bring any questions that the text may raise this Sunday, you will need to follow this up. You could arrange for a slot in the service for people to raise their questions. Prime one or two people up to get the ball rolling. Rather than you as, a church leader, providing answers put the questions to the congregation for their thoughts. Exploring the question can be more important than providing a pat answer. If there are difficult questions and you are unsure how to respond, a very good answer for a church leader to give is, “I don’t know.” You can always promise to do some research and come back with some suggested solutions the following week.
Today’s passage brings us to an exalted description of Christ, which shows him to be central to the whole of the cosmos. These verses (Colossians 1.15-20) are quite unlike anything else in Paul’s writing. Because of this, some scholars maintain the letter cannot have been written by Paul. Wishing to defend Pauline authorship, others point out that he using a different manner of writing because he is addressing a different set of beliefs in Colossae. A better solution is to regard the passages as a quotation by Paul of an early Christian hymn or liturgy. The passage does have remarkable similarities to the first chapter of Hebrews. 
Reconciliation
Today’s reading from Colossians contains so much concentrated Christian theology that a preacher, let alone a congregation, could get lost in it. Best to just pull out some major themes, one of which is reconciliation.
In seeking to explain to us what exactly has happened by means of God’s work of atonement in Jesus Christ, the New Testament writers quickly turn to metaphor. From the legal system we have justification which pictures a person found to be not guilty; from the battle field we have the picture of victory; from the Jewish sacrificial system we have the picture of substitution; from the slave market we have redemption, the picture of the price paid for freedom; and from the temple’s mercy seat we have the picture of expiation. Of such ideas theology books are filled. 
However, if we are looking for a metaphor that speaks most clearly to present day western culture it is hard to go past reconciliation. Reconciliation also happens to be a favourite term of Paul. We are all familiar with the scenario of couples being estranged due to a breakdown of relationship. We know of the pain that can be a result of such a separation. We also know of the work that needs to be done to achieve the possibility of any on-going reunification. 

The Christian pre-supposition is that there is something wrong in our relationship with God. We are estranged from him. The holiness of God keeps him separate from our faultiness. But the love of God impels him to act to heal the rift. The fault, our sin, is all on our side and the solution, an act of reconciliation, is all on God’s.
On the one hand, this reconciliation is something that is very personal. The Colossian Christians knew, as we do, that our own selfishness has cut us off from the relationship with God for which our hearts yearn. The fact that God in his grace has acted, through the incarnation and death of Christ, means that we can find forgiveness and peace. In the words from Colossians, “You used to be far from God… and now he lets you stand in his presence as people who are holy and faultless and innocent.” (Colossians 1.21-22)
On the other hand, Paul is describing a reconciliation that is cosmic in its reach. Why the cosmos needs reconciling is a more difficult question with which to grapple. According to Romans 8.20 the creation itself is subject to futility and in the end it will be transformed in the new heaven and new earth. While I don’t know exactly what this means, we can see that there is something in the created order that is out of kilter. The environmental crisis has made us more aware of this than ever. An additional suggestion is that Paul is using this argument to convince the Gnostic thinkers among his readers that the whole created order is not evil, as they suppose, but good and in God’s care.
While reconciliation is a favourite term of Paul, the particular Greek cognate form of the word that appears in today’s text (Colossians 1.20,22) is not known outside these two verses and Ephesians 2.16.   
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 8 - 48C (18 July 2010).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
* Romans 8.21
	Do you have a favourite hymn? Is it the words or the tune that particularly appeals? Maybe it is both. Maybe it evokes some memory. 

Our reading from Colossians today begins with Paul quoting from what is believed to be an early Christian hymn (Colossians 1.15-20). In declaring Christ as supreme, the first Christians sang that he is:
· The image of the invisible God 

· Firstborn of all creation
· Creator of all things visible and invisible
· Before all things

· The one who holds everything together
· Head of the church

· The  beginning

· Firstborn from the dead

· The one who will have the first place in everything

· The one in whom the fullness of God lives
· The one though whom all things are reconciled

That’s some hymn!

If you think that those statements take a bit of getting your head around, you are not alone. Many books have been written in an attempt to unpack what is really meant by those six verses. Here we find a picture of Christ very different from the Christ one where he is portrayed as merely a good man or a fine example. This is Christ divine.
I imagine that there would be a good sermon in each clause, but let’s just focus on the thought that Christ is the one though whom all things are reconciled. The implications that we draw from that are that: 
· we need to be reconciled, 
· we can participate in the reconciliation of creation 
· and we can share the message of reconciliation.
Be reconciled
“…you who were once estranged… he has now reconciled” (Colossians 1.21-22).
If you’ve ever had a falling out with someone, it’s not advisable to try to get reconciled by text message.  “Sry mate. All gd now”  just doesn’t cut it somehow.

No, to be properly reconciled you want to be able to see what a person is like and how they react to you. 

Which points to the problem that we have getting reconciled to God. Deep down we know that our own pre-disposition to selfishness puts us in a position of being estranged from God. His love draws us to him and we yearn to respond. But a holy God seems so remote and distant. We can’t even really imagine what God is like. 
This is where Jesus comes into the picture. God has chosen to reveal himself in the person of Jesus. “He is the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1.15). If we want to know what God is like, look at Jesus. When we read in the gospels of the things Christ said and did we see how he reacted to ordinary people. When we put our trust in Jesus, we are trusting in the God who is the Creator of all things, the one who holds everything together.

It is through Christ that God is revealed and through him that we are reconciled to God. It is like finding our true home. This is the good news that gives us hope. And hope gives us a sense of purpose and helps us to endure when everything appears to be going wrong. Trusting Christ sure doesn’t mean that life will be a bed of roses for us, but it does give us the strength to endure through the difficult circumstances of life.
Reconciliation with God is deeply personal. But that is only part of the picture, for we can…
Participate in the reconciliation of creation
“through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven” (Colossians 1.20).
The essence of the gospel is that God desires that we would be reconciled. While this starts with our reconciliation with God it extends outwards from there. Disciples of Jesus are called to be reconciled with each other and to work towards the reconciliation of all people. And, as if that scope is not large enough, we are to share in the reconciliation of all creation.
Some among Paul’s readers at Colossae were influenced by Gnostic thought. According to their thinking, the physical world was evil and to be escaped. By means of such escape they believed they could be truly spiritual and enjoy unity with God. The contrasting Christian view is that the physical world is good. However, like us, the whole created order is subject to frustration until “creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”* 
In this sense we need to take seriously our care for the physical environment. We have been given stewardship over the earth. Indifference to the plight of the land and the living creatures frustrates the purposes of God. In caring for the environment we share in God’s work of the reconciliation of all creation. 
Share the message of reconciliation
“It is he whom we proclaim”  (Colossians 1.28).
Paul talks of being a servant of the church to make the word of God fully known, (Colossians 1.25) and just two verses earlier he says, “I Paul became a servant of this gospel” (Colossians 1.23). Which leads us to ask, “How did Paul he serve the gospel? And how did he serve the church?”   


          
He became a servant of the church when God sent him to proclaim the message about Christ, the one through whom all things are reconciled. But this is not a ministry given exclusively to Paul. All of us are called to share this message. We do this by taking Christ with us into our week. 
On Monday morning at work we share the good news by acting with honesty, in our neighbourhood by speaking with grace, in our community by showing kindness especially to the disadvantaged. Yes, we talk of Christ when the opportunity arises, but first our actions must show something of the life Christ or our words will be void. 
We are now the agents of this message of reconciliation. We are to work with Christ to reconcile all things to himself. 
· It must start as something personal as Christ draws us into relationship with God. 

· It extends to the care of God’s world as we act as stewards of our environment.
· And it is a message that we are to take to all people everywhere.
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	Steven Lavaggi and the “angels of reconciliation”
American artist Steven Lavaggi became a Christian following a time of personal crisis. He wanted to use his art to convey a message of hope. On one occasion he painted an angel which he later transformed into a sculpture. His reproductions of this sculpture became much sought after works of art.
As a guest of the parliament of South Africa Lavaggi was speaking to a crowd of 3500 in Soweto when he lifted one of his angel sculptures above his head to show the audience. Everyone rose to their feet with joy. The angel he displayed was finished in black and, unbeknown to Lavaggi, an earlier speaker had predicted that God’s love for their culture would be expressed by angels painted in black. 

Lavaggi matched the black angel sculpture with one finished in white and these were known as the “angels of reconciliation”. They were purchased and presented as a gift to Nelson Mandela.

From his website read about the angel of reconciliation and about the artist.

Stories from the New Zealand Bible Society 

Barnabas Mam, is a Cambodian who became a Christian in 1972. Three years later the Khmer Rouge took over Cambodia and put him in a labour camp. 

All he could remember of the Scriptures was just a few verses, and one short chapter.  The passages that he had memorised as a new Christian sustained him during the terrible years of the Pol Pot regime.

His testimony of that time is this. “In the labour camp I survived because I was able to secretly talk to God and praise him... When I was being interrogated, I was able to recall (the hymn) When the Roll is Called Up Yonder, which was so encouraging because I knew my name was recorded in the Book of Life. I was not afraid of the men who could only take my body and not my soul. These things helped me not only to survive but to become more than a conqueror.” 

In the mid-1980s when Cambodia was torn apart by guerrilla warfare, Barnabas and thousands of others fled to Thailand. In the refugee camp, he and other Christians once again had to rely on their memory of the Scriptures. The Christian refugees would meet to discuss the Bible, and sing the hymns they remembered.  

After eight years in refugee camps, he returned to Cambodia.  Barnabas Mam became the Board Chairman of the Bible Society in Cambodia and one of the country’s most prominent Christian leaders.
From China comes the story of a woman who, some years ago was living in a mountainous part of Yunnan Province. She noticed that people in a neighbouring village lived differently. They cared about the wellbeing of others, feeding the hungry and helping the poor. When she enquired the reason for this unusual behaviour, a man from that neighbouring village explained that he was a follower of Jesus and gave her a Bible to read. The woman couldn’t read, but she had a young daughter who could. As her daughter read her the Scriptures, the woman became a follower of Jesus. She shared her discovery with friends, who began gathering in her home to hear more. She got her daughter to read the Bible to them; after several months of this, the girl decided also to follow Jesus. Gradually the group grew. It kept growing until it was over 200 strong. 

Today the daughter has grown up and is now a mother with a child of her own – They call her the ‘deacon’ of this ‘meeting point’. The group is still growing and, at the time when the story was reported, was in urgent need of a pastor. 
On the radio

“Jesus isn't lettin' you off the hook. The Scriptures don't let you off the hook so easily... When people say, you know, "Good teacher", "Prophet", "Really nice guy" ... this is not how Jesus thought of himself. So you're left with a challenge in that, which is either Jesus was who he said he was or a complete and utter nut case... You have to make a choice on that.

And I believe that Jesus was, you know, the Son of God. And I understand that... we need to be really, really respectful to people who find that ridiculous and... preposterous.”
U2’s Bono – from a radio interview, June 2013.

Obama’s climate change speech - 25 June 2013

“…the question is not whether we need to act. The overwhelming judgment of science – of chemistry and physics and millions of measurements – has put all that to rest. Ninety-seven percent of scientists, including, by the way, some who originally disputed the data, have now put that to rest. They’ve acknowledged the planet is warming and human activity is contributing to it….
So the question now is whether we will have the courage to act before it’s too late.

And someday, our children, and our children’s children, will look at us in the eye and they’ll ask us, did we do all that we could when we had the chance to deal with this problem and leave them a cleaner, safer, more stable world? And I want to be able to say, yes, we did. Don’t you want that?” Read the full text
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	Avoiding single-use plastics

If you are including the environmental theme suggested by today’s reading from Colossians you may wish to make mention this. It is an international campaign, which is supported by A Rocha Aotearoa, to get people to attempt to consume no single-use plastics in July. 
"Single-use" includes plastic shopping bags, plastic cups, straws, plastic packaging... basically anything that's intended only to be used once and then sent to landfill. If refusing all single-use plastic sounds too daunting this time, try the Top 4 challenge (straws, plastic bags, plastic bottles & coffee cup lids).
The rules
1. Attempt to consume no single-use plastic during July.
2. Remember it's not going to be easy! It is a challenge, not a competition, so don't worry about being perfect.
3. Collect any unavoidable single-use plastic you buy. Keep in a dilemma bag and share it with us at the end of the challenge.
4. It's up to you regarding how long you participate. You might decide to go plastic-free for a day, a week, a month or longer! However long you choose will still make a contribution. 
For more information visit the Plastic Free July website.
Why not suggest that everyone tries this over the next week. Put the rules in the newsletter. Encourage people to report back next Sunday how they got on.

“Think about it. Why would you make something that you’re going to use for a few minutes out of a material that’s basically going to last forever, and you’re just going to throw away. What’s up with that?”

Jeb Berrier
Plastics clean-up
You might like to organise to have a plastics clean-up at a local beach, reserve or area of bush. Get a group together for a short excursion after your Sunday service.

I live on the Hibiscus Coast, north of Auckland. Not long after arriving in the area, I I was taking a walk down at the beach when I ran into another Methodist minister (Val Nicholls). I noticed that she was picking up rubbish as she walked along. Inspired by her example, most days I walk along the beach and pick up plastic as I walk. It is surprising what washes in from the Pacific Ocean. I always get a collection of plastic bags and wrappers, and usually a colourful array of other plastic bits and pieces: tops and lids, drink bottles, straws, ties and bindings.

The Lorax (2012 – PG)

This is an animated movie adaptation of a Dr Seuss book. It tells the story of a grumpy yet endearing creature who seeks to protect the earth from environmental disaster caused by greed. Featured are the voices of Danny DeVito (as the Lorax) Zac Efron and Taylor Swift. In the words of the Lorax, “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”
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If you are putting an environmental message into today’s service, or picking up the Plastic Free July campaign, you could display an assortment of plastic rubbish on a table at the front of the church. 

There might be those who would like to get creative about it (the Youth Group?) and make an artistic feature from the junk. (The one pictured on the right was used for Clean Up Australia Day 2012.)


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs

Arise my soul arise MHB 368; H&P 217
At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Can’t stop talking S3 1160

Creator of the earth and skies WOV 556; H&P 419
God of the Bible FFS 25

God was in Christ HIOS 49

Hail thou once despised Jesus MHB 228; WOV 295; H&P 222; CMP 203
Image of invisible God S4 1913

Immortal, invisible God only wise MHB 34; WOV 80; H&P 9; CMP 327; S1 220

In my life, Lord, be glorified SIS 557; CMP 335; S1 230
Jesus comes with all his grace MHB 87; WOV 149; H&P 168
Let there be respect for the earth FFS 43

Lord of creation to you be all praise WOV 557; H&P 699; CMP 440
Lover of creation HIOS 98

Of the Father’s love begotten MHB 83; WOV 215; H&P 79
O Lord our God CMP 507; S1 398

Oh, the mercy of God S2 914

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

Rejoice! Rejoice! Christ is in you S1 438
Tama ngakau marie  AA 128

The image of the invisible God S3 1530

This love, this hope, this peace S1 521

Through the cross S2 1020

Touch the earth lightly AA 143
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God of life,

lead us to
]ustlce and peace
World Council of Churches
10th Assembly

30 October to 8 November 2013
Busan, Republic of Korea





	Collects 
God,

Plant in our forests, gardens and fields,

the seeds of rimu, kumara and wheat,

to sustain our bodies and our energy.

Plant in me the eternal truths-

the wisdom of love,

and the will to forgive.

Plant in me the hope of resurrection,

that love and faith will live on,

even though they seem dead and buried.

Plant in me the will to be true to myself,

to grow in grace,

and flourish in abundant life,

because of the crucified One, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Eternal God, 

in Christ you make yourself our guest. 

Amid all our cares and concerns 

make us attentive to your voice 

and alert to your presence, 

that we may prize your word above all else; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
God is in control
God can be trusted
    day after day.
Like an olive trees growing in God’s house,
    we can count on his love
    forever and ever.
We will always thank God
    for what he has done;
We will praise his good name
    In the presence of his people.

Based on Psalm 52.1,8-9.

On the way to Busan

On the way to Busan, 

may we humbly walk 

with you, God of life.
On the way to Busan, 

guide us as we gather, 

pray and deliberate 

as disciples of Christ.
On the way to Busan,

lead us in the way of 

justice, peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit.

Amen

© World Council of Churches
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	On the road to Busan

At the end of October this year the World Council of Churches will hold its 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea. The Assembly is the governing body of the WCC and meets once every seven years. It is a time of fellowship, prayer and celebration. As a build-up to this event “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is each month including prayers and elements from the six-station resource Pilgrimage to Busan. 

The questions from Station 5 – Praying for God’s Peace below relate to today’s theme of Reconciliation. Get some of your church leaders to respond in the service and seek other responses from the congregation. 
· How does praying bring us into solidarity with others who are suffering and distant from us? 
· How might this transform how we see and relate to the conflicts in the world today?
· Practices of forgiveness can break the patterns of enmity.  What are some examples of where this has occurred or needs to occur?

Copyright © 2012 WCC Publications.
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	Get one of the children to bring along a model that they have made. Any construction model would be good - It could be a balsa wood or kitset model plane, a Lego model, or a Meccano model. Get the child to talk about how it was made, and how long it took.

Ask:        “How does it feel when you finish making a model like that?”

   “How would you like other people to treat it?”

   “How would you feel if someone ruined it?”

Explain that our creativity is a gift from God. God is the Great Creator who made the heavens and the earth and everything in them. 
Read from the Bible Psalm 24.1 “The earth and everything on it belong to the Lord.”

Ask:        “How do you think God wants us to treat the earth?”

               “How do you think he feels when we pollute the air and the sea, cut 
                down the trees, and leave trash all over the earth?”

Pray:       Lord God thank you for the beauty of the earth and all the things that 

               you have made. Help us to take care of your creation. 
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Plastic free clips from YouTube:
· TED talk by 7 year old Charlotte – 2 min 20 sec.
· Get Rid of plastic bags – 1 min.
· Living plastic free TED talk – 11 min 56 sec.
Googling images for “reconciliation” will yield a range of useful images. (Many of these relate to the Roman Catholic Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation – commonly known as just “Confession” or “Reconciliation”.)
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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