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Sunday 7 July 2013
Telling about the reign of God 

Year C - Pentecost 7 – 46C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	2 Kings 5.1-14  Naaman, a Syrian army commander with leprosy, seeks healing from the prophet Elisha. When he doesn’t receive the recognition he desires he initially refuses to follow the prophet’s instructions. Later, when he humbles himself and obeys, he is healed.
Psalm 30 This is David’s prayer of thanks to the Lord for answering his request for salvation. “You have turned my sorrow into joyful dancing… I thank you from my heart, and I will never stop singing your praises…”
Galatians 6.(1-6), 7-16 In his closing instructions to the church at Galatia, Paul encourages believers not to think too highly of themselves and to help each other.
Luke 10.1-11, 16-20 Jesus sends out seventy followers to announce the arrival of God’s kingdom. When they return excited he tells them, “Be happy that your names are written in heaven.”
Maori Language Week 1-7 July 2013

Maori language week has been a feature of the New Zealand calendar since 1975. This is as an opportunity to celebrate Te Reo Māori and to learn and use more Māori phrases in everyday life. Te Reo Māori a unique feature of our identity as New Zealanders and something that can bring us together as we celebrate our heritage. The theme this year is Ngā ingoa Māori (Māori names). Take the opportunity to learn more about the local Māori place names in your district and the Māori names of people that you may know. Find out their meaning and correct pronunciation. Check out 100 Maori words every New Zealander should know.


	Introduction / Background
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70or72?

	Seventy or seventy-two?

When reading today’s gospel passage in the Contemporary English Version about Jesus sending out seventy-two messengers your memory, like mine, may recall that the number was seventy. Your first thought might be that seventy must be a variant account in another gospel. But no, this story is unique to Luke’s gospel. Seventy comes from a different translation of the Bible. This has come about because both numbers are well attested in different ancient manuscripts. As a result some translations opt for seventy and other seventy-two, usually with a footnote explaining that there is another possibility.
The number is symbolic and, according to Genesis 10 represents the total number of nations in the world. But, even in Genesis 10, there are seventy names in the Hebrew scripture and seventy-two in the ancient Greek translation (the Septuagint) of the same passage.
A document ascribed to Hippolytus of Rome (170-235) names all seventy of Jesus’ messengers.
Colossians

Next week “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will move out of the stream of lectionary passages from Luke’s gospel to begin a four week study of Paul’s letter to the Colossians. For those planning ahead the series is outlined below:
The Centrality of Christ

14 July  
Founded in Christ
Colossians 1.1-14

21 July  
Reconciled in Christ
Colossians 1.14-28

28 July  
Growing in Christ
Colossians 2.6-19  (prepared by Ian Boddy)

4 August  
Clothed in Christ
Colossians 3.1-17

In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C - Pentecost 6 - 46C (4 July 2010).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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For another approach to today’s passage see
Bill Peddie’s website
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Herman Melville, Moby Dick (USA: SaltHeart Publishers, 2012) pp67-69.
First published 1851.
I may have picked up this use of Melville’s classic to illustrate the call to mission from someone else - but I am unable to locate the source.
* see the YouTube sermon for the television age below
	In Herman Melville’s classic novel Moby Dick the main character, Ishmael, desires to sign up to crew a whaling ship. A whaling fleet is in the harbour and he boards a ship and gets into conversation with a Captain Peleg…
“…ever been in a stove-boat?”
“No, Sir, I never have.”
“Dost know nothing at all about whaling, I dare say – eh?”

“Nothing, Sir; but I have no doubt I shall soon learn. I’ve been several voyages in the merchant service, and I think that - ”…

“But what makes thee want to go a-whaling? I want to know that before I think of shipping ye.”

“Well, sir. I want to see what whaling is. I want to see the world.”
“Want to see what whaling is eh? Have ye clapped eye on Captain Ahab?”

“Who is Captain Ahab, sir?”

“Aye, aye, I thought so. Captain Ahab is the Captain of this ship… if thou wantest to know what whaling is, as thou tellest ye do, I can put ye in a way of finding it out before ye bind yourself to it, past backing out. Clap eye on Captain Ahab, young man, and thou wilt find that he has only one leg.”

“What do you mean, sir? Was the other one lost by a whale?”

“Lost by a whale! Young man, come near to me: it was devoured, chewed up, crunched by the monstrousest parmacetty that ever chipped a boat! – ah, ah!... I have given thee a hint of what whaling is; do ye yet feel inclined for it?”

“I do, sir.”

“Very good. Now, art thou the man to pitch a harpoon down a live whale’s throat, and then jump after it? Answer, quick!”
The story has parallels to Christians embarking on the great task of mission. Ishmael becomes a metaphor for what it means to be a Christian. 

Are we ready to follow the Master... to throw the harpoon down the whale’s throat? This is not a matter of chasing pan-sized snapper in the inner harbour… Want to see what whaling is eh? Clap eye on Captain Ahab… you will find he has only one leg. 

Want to know what discipleship is eh? Look to Captain Jesus… you will find he was crucified outside Jerusalem. 
Only those serious about the mission of Christ should sign on.
In last week’s gospel reading, Jesus challenged three would-be disciples as to whether they were whole-hearted in their desire to follow him. He said “Anyone who starts ploughing and keeps looking back isn’t worth a thing to God’s kingdom!”  Today we read of him sending out seventy-two to tell of the coming reign of God. From this passage we learn that we must…
Pay a price

Those chosen for this great task are ordinary people. So far as we know, mostly fishermen from Galilee. Yet these are the ones to take with them, wherever they travel, the news of God’s reign.
This is also the task of present day followers of Jesus... us – the ordinary Christians. Wherever we go we take the good news of God’s rule. Jesus’ instruction is, “Don’t take along a moneybag or a traveling bag or sandals” (Luke 10.4a).
Yielding to God’s reign means that we don’t get our lives cluttered up with material things. Disciples of Christ travel light. To be overly concerned with possessions will entangle and enmesh us so that we end up going nowhere.
Which leads us to ask, “Are we involved in pursuing possessions in a way that stops us being effective followers of Christ?”
And Jesus says…
“Don’t waste time greeting people on the road” (Luke 10.4b).
Jesus is not telling his followers to be bad-mannered. Eastern greetings were often very lengthy affairs, so he is warning his disciples not to get way-laid with lesser things when the call to mission is so urgent. 

Which leads us to ask, “Are we involved with lesser interests in a way that stops us being effective followers of Christ?”

He tells them, “I am sending you like lambs into a pack of wolves” (Luke 10.3).
The Good News about Jesus does not always receive a warm welcome. We will often find ourselves in a hostile environment. If we are looking for comfort… it might be better to stay home and watch television*, than to sign up as a follower of Jesus. There’s a price to pay in becoming a disciple of Jesus.
So, are you the person to pitch a harpoon down a live whale’s throat, and then jump after it?
If we are willing to pay the price we would do well to also…
Pay heed to Jesus’ method
If the people of a town welcome you, eat whatever they offer (Luke 10.8). 

This instruction of Jesus is particularly interesting because Jews had developed a host of regulations around food, including many rules about foods that were prohibited.  There were good religious reasons for not sharing food with people. Jesus says, “forget it!” 
Later on Paul gave the same advice to Christians who had all sorts of scruples about sharing food with unbelievers:
If an unbeliever invites you to dinner, and you want to go, then go. Eat whatever you are served. Don’t cause a problem for someone’s conscience by asking where the food came from (1 Corinthians 10.27).
The principle is, if we want to reach people with the gospel we need to find common ground rather than magnify differences. Relationships with others are built on such things as being able to share their sporting interests, hobbies, enjoyment of literature or movies. 

Once we have developed a relationship with others we can listen for their needs and then direct them to Christ who has a history of meeting people at their point of need.  

Heal their sick and say, “God’s kingdom will soon be here!”  (Luke 10.9).

The followers of Jesus are in the world as a community of healing. 
· When we hear that someone is lonely, we can visit or invite them to a home group. 
· When we hear of a house-bound parent, we can offer to babysit. 
· When someone is ill, we can take a casserole or offer a lift to the doctors.
· When someone is discouraged, we can be a listening ear 
In all of these circumstances, we can share the difference that Christ has made to our lives. And, in all of these circumstances, we can also offer to pray. By such means as these the reign of God comes near to people.

My followers, whoever listens to you is listening to me. (Luke 10.16)
As followers of Jesus we are his representatives on earth and we have been sent out with his authority. Wherever we go, we go in his name and in his place. It’s all pretty serious stuff. 

Of course as well as representing Christ, we can also misrepresent him. On the negative side, we can turn others off by our lack of love, our offensive manner or our list of ‘dos’ and ‘don’ts’. 

But on the positive side, Christ is looking for a group of disciples who will boldly go with his authority and love and represent him in the world. 

Are you the person to pitch a harpoon down a live whale’s throat, and then jump after it?
If so, be happy! For, like to seventy returning disciples, we can rejoice that our name is among those names written in heaven!



	  Illustrations /  

  Stories

	Be happy that your names are written in heaven

 “It might well be claimed that the discovery of the use of chloroform saved the world more pain that any other single medical discovery. Once someone asked Sir James Simpson, its discoverer, “What do you regard as your greatest discovery?” The questioner naturally expected the answer, “The discovery of chloroform.” But Simpson answered, “My greatest discovery was when I discovered Jesus Christ is my Saviour.”
[image: image7.png]


William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Edinburgh: St Andrew’s Press, 5th Impression 1960) p138.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Moby Dick
Although Herman Melville’s novel is full of detail about the whaling business in the nineteenth century, it is far more than just a whaling tale. Heavy in symbolism, Melville’s writing uses the framework of a whaling story to roam through a range of complex themes concerning the nature of both God and humanity. 
Whaling had a large part in early New Zealand colonial history. While the idea of whaling is now repugnant to most Kiwis, the book has enough drama to render it  due for a movie remake. A 1956 film with Gregory Peck did well, (watch on youtube) but a low-budget 2010 updated version with submarines bombed.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Cut-out whales 
You will need:

- A cut-out cardboard whale shape (left) for everyone. Hand this out with your 
  newsletter, or order of service sheet, as people come to worship.

- A pencil for everyone

1. If you are following the outline suggested in the preaching thoughts above, at the appropriate time get people to write on one side of their whale-shape their most valued possession and their key interests.

2. When you ask, “Are we involved with lesser things in a way that stops us being effective followers of Christ?” get everyone to consider the question with regard to the possessions and interests that they’ve written on their card.
3. Pause to pray, making a commitment to put Christ first.

4. Then ask everyone to turn over their card. When you get to the point in your message where you are making practical suggestions about reaching out to others (visiting the lonely, babysitting, making a casserole, offering a lift, lending a listening ear etc) get everyone to think of one person to whom they can show the love of God by some practical act of service. Then ask everyone to write the Christian name of the person they could serve on the card as a commitment to act in the week ahead. 

5. Get everyone to take their cards home with them as a reminder. 

6. Pause again and pray that many people will experience the love of God as the congregation is sent out on their mission task this week. 
(This idea could be adapted to take the form of a station or a series of stations)



	Music
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
Au, e Ihu, tirohia WOV 631

Christ of the upward way (free music and words from hymnary.org)
E te Ariki  HIOS 23
E te Matua  HIOS 24

Forth in your name, O Lord, I go MHB 590; WOV 480; H&P 381; CMP 159

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192
Go in Jesus name S4 1809

I hear a young child crying SIS 522
I, the Lord of sea and sky CMP 857; S1 246

Here I am SIS 523; CMP 229; S1 161

How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

Let us give thanks that our names are written SIS 194
Lord the light of your love is shining SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Lord we come in adoration CMP 885

Make way, make way SIS 587; CMP 457; S1 349

Ma te marie a te Atua WOV 679
Rock of ages cleft for me MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S1 950

Rock of ages cleft for me (adapted Kendrick) S1 951
Tama ngakau marie WOV 633; AA 128

We are his children CMP 955; S1 537

We are the singers  FFS 68
Who would walk cheerfully (Song for Quaker Friends)  HIOS 129
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 144; H&P 278; CMP 784; S2 1074
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	Collects
Servant Lord,

grant us both the opportunity and the will 

to serve you day by day.

May all that we do 

and how we bear each other’s burdens 

be our offering of love and service 

to the glory of your name. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Boundless, O God is your saving power; 

your harvest reaches to the ends of the earth.

Set our hearts on fire for your kingdom

and put on our lips the good news of peace.

Grant us perseverance as heralds of your Gospel

and joy as disciples of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 30
I give you all the credit, God—
    you got me out of that mess,
    you didn’t let my foes gloat.
God, my God, I yelled for help
    and you put me together.
God, you pulled me out of the grave,
    gave me another chance at life
    when I was down-and-out.
All you saints! Sing your hearts out to God!
    Thank him to his face!
He gets angry once in a while, but across
    a lifetime there is only love.
The nights of crying your eyes out
    give way to days of laughter.
When things were going great
    I crowed, “I’ve got it made.
I’m God’s favourite.
    He made me king of the mountain.”
Then you looked the other way
    and I fell to pieces.
I called out to you, God;
    I laid my case before you:
“Can you sell me for a profit when I’m dead?
    auction me off at a cemetery yard sale?
When I’m ‘dust to dust’ my songs
    and stories of you won’t sell.
So listen! and be kind!
    Help me out of this!”
You did it: you changed wild lament
    into whirling dance;
You ripped off my black mourning band
    and decked me with wildflowers.
I’m about to burst with song;
    I can’t keep quiet about you.
God, my God,
    I can’t thank you enough.

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

Hymn to the seventy

Holy apostles of the seventy,
entreat the merciful God
to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions.

O faithful, let us praise with hymns
the choir of the seventy disciples of Christ.
They have taught us all to worship the undivided Trinity,
for they are divine lamps of the faith

St Joseph the Hymnographer (9th Century)

Good News by degrees
It’s Good News this Gospel of yours, Jesus,

    and we easily get so excited and full of expectation,

        that we can be disappointed when goodness takes longer

        than we had hoped.    

But sometimes the most powerful changes, the most complete healings

        come not in one startling moment,

        but slowly, by degrees.

And so we pray for your Good News to capture our world,

    in the comfort of loving shoulders

        offered for the grieving to cry on;

    in the shared laughter and hopefulness

        found in the midst of pain and suffering;

    in the vulnerable welcome of hospitality

        given to both strangers and friends;

    in the unconditional love and challenging confrontation

        received from trusted partners;

    in the simple responsibility

        accepted by those who are conscientious and faithful;

    in the generous good

        done by grateful followers of your ways;
In these small, but significant actions,

    we pray that we and our world may recognize

        the signs of your reign among us;

    and that your Good News may be proclaimed by degrees,

        in the daily rhythms of our lives.

Amen.

John van de Laar © 2010 www.sacredise.com  (used with permission)


	Communal 

Sharing


	I am the offering
Rather than “taking up” the offering today, get people to come forward and “be” the offering. Offering containers can be placed at the front of the church for people to make their financial gifts when they come forward, but explain that in coming to the front to the church we are offering ourselves to be sent out in God’s service.
You could use the following Offering Prayer:
     Lord with our offerings today we bring ourselves.

     Send us out to serve you this week.

     Use our feet to go for you

     our hands to serve you

     our mouths to speak for you

     that your reign may come on earth

     even as it is in heaven.

     Amen



	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link
[image: image4.png]S
S Ss




[image: image5.png]2





	Coming or going?
Make two signs. One saying “come” and the other “go”. Ask the children to pick the right sign:
     You are at the movies and standing in the queue for tickets. When the rest of 
     the family arrive and you want them to join you. Which word do you use?

     You realize that you’ve left your money in the car, and you want dad to get it
     for you. Which word do you use?

Try several other different scenarios. 
(Of course, the general rule is that “come” for movement towards you and “go” for movement away from you.)

But the English language does some odd things. Consider this:
     “Are you coming to the movies?”

     “Yes, I’m going to come.”

How can it be both coming and going?
In a similar way spreading the Good News about Jesus involves both coming and going.  It would be nice if everybody came to church and found out about the love of God. And some people do find out by coming. 

But Jesus knew that not everybody would find out about God that way. So he had a plan. He started telling his followers to go out. At the beginning there were just twelve people sent out. Then, in our Bible reading today, we read , “the Lord chose seventy-two other followers and sent them out two by two to every town and village where he was about to go.” (Luke 10.1) At the very beginning of the church there were 120, but shortly afterwards there were about 3000. 

They took God’s love everywhere they went. Now every follower of Jesus has been told to go. 
Lots of the people we meet don’t come to church, but they can find out about the God that loves them by us, the followers of Jesus, going out to them. 

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com. Scroll down to the bottom of the page in this link for a range of related activities.   


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for Moby Dick.
Moby Dick cartoon 

Icon of the seventy apostles
Telling about the kingdom: A 1 minute 39 second sermon for the television age.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

