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Sunday 24 February 2013
What’s it all about? – 2. Citizenship
Year C – Lent 2 - 20C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  God promises Abram that he will have countless descendants and they will be given a land. “Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord was pleased with him.”
Psalm 27  David prays, praising the Lord for his protection and leading. “You protect me and I have no fears.”
Philippians 3:17-4:1  There’s more to life than following our appetites. We are citizens of heaven, so we are to stay true and not live like those who are enemies of the cross.
Luke 13:31-35 Jesus gets news that Herod wants to kill him. He expresses his love for Jerusalem, “I have often wanted to gather your people, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.” or Luke 9:28-43   After the transfiguration of Jesus a boy with an unclean spirit is brought to Jesus. The disciples have been unable to heal him. Jesus rebukes the people for their lack of faith and heals the boy. 
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	Lent and Easter

This Sunday is the second Sunday of Lent. “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following a Lenten series called “What’s it all about?” which takes its themes from the lectionary readings from Luke and Philippians. The series is outlined below.
What’s it all about?

17 Feb

Lent 1

Luke 4.1-13

Temptation

24 Feb

Lent 2

Philippians 3.17-4.1
Citizenship

3 March
Lent 3

Luke 13.1-9

Grace - getting another chance

10 March
Lent 4

Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
Grace - being welcomed home

17 March
Lent 5

Philippians 3.4-14
Surrender 

24 March
Lent 6

Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday

28 March
Maundy Thursday                                  Tenebrae service

31 March
Easter Day
Luke 24.1-12

Resurrection
“10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has now been published for the complete three-year lectionary cycle. That means most weeks there will be choice of two different “10 minutes” relating to the allocated Bible passages. You will find the previous resource for Year C - Lent 2 - 20C (28 February 2010) in the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. 

Last week’s edition of “Ten Minutes on a Tuesday” on the theme of Temptation featured an image of a red button. The image had a hyperlink – which was apparently too subtle for most people. You might like to go back and try clicking on it – just for fun!
World Day of Prayer
This is the last Sunday before the World Day of Prayer (Friday 1 March). The theme this year is “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”. This year’s resource has been prepared by French women and you are encouraged to pray for France. Immigrants make up 11% of the French population. France welcomes asylum seekers applying on political grounds. These have come from many countries, often fleeing repressive governments.  Nearly a quarter of the French population has one foreign grand-parent and it has one of the highest rates of mixed marriages in Europe.
Resident Aliens

The term “resident alien” is widely used in the USA for those who are resident but do not have US citizenship. Generally such people need a green card, which is an authorisation to live and work permanently in the USA. 
More than one writer has seen this as an illuminating metaphor for the way Christians live in the world. Of particular note in this regard is Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon’s book Resident Aliens (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989) which describes the church as a colony living a world that has very different values from its own. They outline the implications for education, worship and mission.
     “…the challenge facing today’s Christians is not the necessity to translate 
     Christian convictions in the modern idiom, but rather to form a community, a 
     colony of resident aliens which is so shaped by our convictions that no one 
     even has to even ask what we mean by confessing belief in God as Father, 
     Son and Holy Spirit.” p170-171.

This article by Perry Glanzer from Baynor University gives some good practical illustrations of what it means to raise children with the values of the Christian “colony” in a foreign culture.
Today’s passage from Philippians is not the only place where the metaphor of citizenship is used. Ephesians 2.19 speaks of us sharing citizenship with everyone else who belongs to the family of God and 1 Peter 2.11 tells of us living as foreigners (aliens) and strangers on this earth.
Citizens of Rome

The people of Philippi, who were the original recipients of Paul’s letter, had a special understanding of citizenship. Although situated far from Rome, Philippi was a strategic military centre and was designated as a Roman colony. As a colony it was regarded as an outpost of Rome. The residents were governed by Roman law, they had Roman customs and Roman dress and they were given full Roman citizenship. Regardless of the fact they were not living in Rome, they were living as Romans citizens. So Paul is making the point that regardless of the fact we are not living in heaven we are to live as citizens of heaven.

 

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Become a citizen
Becoming citizens of heaven and helping others to do the same is what we, as a church, are all about. The Christian faith is not just a matter of living good lives and trying to be nice to people. It is about living as citizens of a new kingdom. This is the kingdom that Jesus came to tell us about. It was the theme of nearly all of his stories! He himself embodied what it meant to belong to this other kingdom. He taught us that the values of service and sacrifice are central to this citizenship. 

When we say “I belong to Christ and to his kingdom” it is a signal that our first allegiance is not here or to the values of the earthly community in which we live. Becoming a citizen of heaven makes all the difference in the world. The shift in allegiances is tectonic. Old motivations look cheap and worthless and often crumble to the ground. It is as though there is a whole new creation. Everything old passes away and everything becomes new (2 Corinthians 5.17).
As we begin our journey of Lent this year it is important that we each ask ourselves these questions:

· Have I become a citizen of heaven? 

· Do I know that my first allegiance is to the rule of Christ?

· Do I sense the tension between the values of the kingdom of heaven and those of the prevailing culture around me?

This season of Lent, let us all be sure that we have discovered the joy of having a bigger purpose and living by eternal values. Surrender to Christ and his rule and become a citizen of heaven. 
Learn the new culture
Some time ago the Springboks were touring New Zealand. In the church where I was serving there were several South African immigrants. One of them loudly announced that he was cheering for the All Blacks because this was his new home. Such a change does not come easy! I guess it was a result of a conscious decision that he made somewhere along the way. 
Neither does adopting the culture of our new citizenship in heaven come easy. Without the church cultivating its values in its members there is little option except to conform to the secular environment. 

Cheering for the All Blacks, for my friend, was also a sign that he was identifying now primarily with his Kiwi mates rather than his South African ones. It put him out-of-step with his old friends, just as we Christians are often out-of-step with a world that ignores God. He was learning the stories of Colin Meads, Buck Shelford and Sean Fitzpatrick and the other All Black heroes. So it is also that we need to tell the stories of the church’s heroes and saints. From the lives of people like Mother Teresa, John Wesley, William Wilberforce, William Carey and Martin Luther King we learn of Christian love, zeal, service, sacrifice, humility and perseverance. 
Herein also lies the importance of following the lectionary cycle and observing the high days and holy days of the Christian year. By witnessing the annual round of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Transfiguration, Lent, Easter and Pentecost we learn the story and the values of the kingdom of heaven. If we are to live as citizens of the Kingdom we must learn the new culture.
Be an example
Whether we like it or not, our lives present an example to those around us. Recognising this, Paul says in our reading today (Philippians 3.17) “join in imitating me.” That might sound a little strange to us. Actually, when we think about it, we are more likely to say, “Don’t copy me what ever you do!” 
But people do. They copy us. It’s not always a conscious thing, but the people around us watch us and learn from us how to act as Christians. Those who are younger, in years or in the faith, are particularly vulnerable to our example. 
I noticed this the year I spent leading the fourteen year old boys in the youth group. By the end of the year not only were they inadvertently copying my mannerisms but also my turns of phrase. It only became apparent to me that I would start a new activity by saying, “Let’s rip into it” when the whole group started saying “let’s rip into” this and “let’s rip into” that!
If other people pick up our jargon, how much more likely are they to copy our standards and values? The Christian life must be embodied in lives not laws. Most people will only understand what it means to be a Christian by seeing an example of a Christian rather than by reading the Bible.

So Paul writes telling his readers, not just once but five times (the others are in 1 Corinthians 4.16 and 11.1, 1 Thessalonians 1.6 and 2 Thessalonians 3.7), that they should imitate his example. That doesn’t mean that we have to be perfect examples who always get it right. The way we react when we make mistakes, by admitting to them, asking forgiveness or making amends, is one of the most powerful ways we can be an example to others.

Whether or not we choose to stand with Paul and say “imitate me”, in all likelihood people are imitating us anyway and learning from us what it means to be a Christian in today’s world. So let each of us determine to be a good example of a citizen of heaven.

 

	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
  Ctrl+Click to  

  follow link
[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



Jacob Hutter

	New Citizens
On Waitangi Day this year a group of immigrants chose to become New Zealand citizens. New Zealand Herald reporters caught up with a few of them:

· Edmund Bagsit Cuevas, 38. Philippines to Meadowbank. It's been seven years since he and wife Maureen decided to make a permanent move from the Philippines, where they both grew up. "We both studied here for a while and when we went back to the Philippines, we really missed here," Mr Cuevas said. "Our area of study is the environment and we loved the environment here in New Zealand, as well as the culture."

· Sylwia Opajdowska, 20. Poland to Sunnynook. Sylwia Opajdowska apologises to her mother as she talks about the family roots in their homeland of Poland. "Sorry Mum, that's not home for me - New Zealand is. I don't feel Polish." … this is her true home, she says.

· Luz Maria de Sequeiros, 45. Peru to Auckland. She is the last one in her family to become a citizen, but this week's ceremony was worth the wait, she said.

· Antoine Habboub, 46. Lebanon to Auckland. He said becoming a citizen of the country he called home was a proud moment. "What I like is the nature and the green."
New Zealand Herald, Friday February 8, 2013 pA18-A19.
Jacob Hutter and the “Colonies of Heaven”

When church reformer Jacob Hutter (1500-1536) sought to mark the Christian community apart from the wider society he did so by encouraging communal living and shared possessions. He called his communities “colonies of heaven”. His life-style was considered to be seditious by the political and religious leaders of the day and Hutter and his wife were burned at the stake in 1536. His communities still survive today, primarily in Canada and North-Western USA.
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Gerard Depardieu
	Aliens and strangers
DeGarmo & Key have a track called Aliens and strangers, on their 1989 album The Pledge, which could be used to set the theme for today’s service. “My closest friends are aliens and strangers, travellers here living with danger.” It uses the Bible passage from 1 Peter 2.11 to explain that we are really citizens of another kingdom living here. Listen on YouTube Read all the lyrics. 

Green Card (M - 1990) A movie related to today’s theme. This is a romantic comedy, starring Gerard Depardieu and Andie MacDowell, about a couple who enter into a sham marriage so that Depardieu’s character (Georges) can get a green card. Nominated for an Academy Award.
While Depardieu failed to get a green card in the 1990 movie, in real life he has been seeking an escape from the French tax laws, and was granted Russian citizenship in January of this year.

E.T. The extra-terrestrial (PG - 1982)

This is a Spielburg masterpiece that won four Academy awards and, for the ten years after its release, held the record for the highest grossing movie. The plot concerns a lonely boy (played by Henry Thomas) who discovers and befriends a stranded extra-terrestrial. It also stars Drew Barrymore. A clip from this movie could be used to introduce the idea of living as an alien in the world.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids

	As an introduction to today’s theme:

· On a chart at the front of the church make a list of the countries of birth of those in your congregation.
· Ask those that were born overseas whether or not they now consider themselves to be Kiwis.

· Ask what people think are some of the characteristics of being Kiwi. 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

A safe stronghold our God is still MHB 494; H&P 661; CMP 2

As we gather S3 1134

A wonderful Saviour – words and scoresheet from hymnry.org
Be thou my guardian and my guide WOV 498

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart  MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; 

     CMP 51; S1 50  
Christ is our cornerstone WOV 344

For I’m building a people of power SIS 262; CMP 151; S1 109
For the might of your arm we bless you MHB 715; WOV535; H&P 435; CMP 154

God is my strong salvation WOV 493

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192

God who weeps HIOS 52
Holy, holy, holy Lord S3 1261

How happy every child of grace MHB 627

Jesus, you’re my firm foundation S1 302

Lord make me like you SIS 281
May the anger of Christ be mine FFS 48
Praise the name of Jesus SIS 111; CMP 566; S1 435
Rock of ages MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S2 950

The church’s one foundation MHB 701; WOV 385; H&P 515; CMP 640; S1 477
You are my anchor S3 1644
You are my rock S1 587
Your hand O God has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705


	Prayers
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	Collects
Christ, Son of the living God, 

who for a season laid aside the divine glory 

and learned obedience through suffering: 

teach us in all our afflictions 

to raise our eyes to the place of your mercy 

and to find in you our peace and deliverance. 

We make our prayer in your name. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Merciful Lord, 

grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 

of the world, the flesh and the devil, 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, 

the only God;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Generous God

Generous God,
the earth and everything in it is yours.
The world and all its people belong to you.
You laid the earth’s foundation 

and we acknowledge you as the great Creator.
We come this morning from our self-centredness

and seek God-awareness.
We come from a week of selfish ambition

to be reminded again of your will

and the needs of our brothers and sisters who share our planet.
We acknowledge you as the wonderful Saviour.
We come giving you our wayward thoughts:

Our anxieties and our apathy,
our doubts and our certainties.
We come to hear your call,
to praise you as the glorious king

and to taste your abundant life.
Amen.
A Prayer of Praise - Psalm 27 (selection)
You, Lord, are the light
    that keeps me safe.
I am not afraid of anyone.
    You protect me,
    and I have no fears.

I ask only one thing, Lord:
Let me live in your house
    every day of my life
    to see how wonderful you are
    and to pray in your temple.

In times of trouble,
    you will protect me.
You will hide me in your tent
    and keep me safe
    on top of a mighty rock.

Please listen when I pray!
    Have pity. Answer my prayer.
My heart tells me to pray.
I am eager to see your face,
    so don’t hide from me.

I am your servant,
and you have helped me.
    Don’t turn from me in anger.
You alone keep me safe.
    Don’t reject or desert me.
Even if my father and mother
should desert me,
    you will take care of me.

Teach me to follow, Lord,
and lead me on the right path

Trust the Lord!
Be brave and strong
    and trust the Lord.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Get an immigrant or an immigrant family to share in your service how they came to live in New Zealand. You could do an interview and ask them:

· What things do they like about living here? 
· What are the main differences from where they came from? 
· What do they miss about their homeland?
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NIV = New International Version of the Bible
	Aliens
Bring along an inflatable alien (available from the $2 shop). A picture of one will do if you can’t get an inflatable one… or you could use a clip from the movie E.T.
If a friendly alien arrived to live among us and followed you to your school, what would you tell her/ him/ it about how best to get along with teachers and with school kids? What about meal times – what and when to eat? What about manners – what is important at your school? What would you advise her/ him/ it to do after school.
Our Bible reading today tells us that Christians are really people from another place. We belong to God and his heaven. That means we are a bit like aliens living in this world.

     …our citizenship is in heaven….I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the
     world, to abstain from sinful desires…   Philippians 3.20 and 1 Peter 2.11 (NIV)
That means that our behaviour is, and is supposed to be, a bit different from the people around us. Whereas most people want to look after themselves first and get everything that they want, Christians are not to be like that. We should be known for being generous, helping and serving people and most of all for wanting to serve God and do the things that he wants.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint

	Google images for “citizenship ceremony NZ”

Alien cartoons from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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