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Sunday 22 December 2013
Love – Love came down at Christmas
Year A - Advent 4 - 04A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links

[image: image1.png]



	Isaiah 7.10-16 At a time when Judah’s King Ahaz has turned from the Lord and the country is in crisis, Isaiah delivers a prophecy: as a sign from the Lord, a virgin will conceive and have a son named Immanuel.
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19 A psalm of petition that asks for the Lord’s help and promises faithfulness in return. “Make us strong again! Smile on us and save us.” 
Romans 1.1-7 The introduction the letter to the Romans in which Paul declares the gospel to be about Jesus, a human descendant of David who is also the powerful Son of God raised from the dead. 
Matthew 1.18-25 The angel Gabriel appears to Joseph and tells him that Mary will have a son, born of the Holy Spirit.
Christian World Service has a comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on their Christmas Appeal website and in a resource pack that includes a CD. The theme for this year’s Christmas Appeal is “Share Water, Share Life”
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	Advent and Christmas 2013

This year “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is picking up the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that are traditionally associated with Advent. An outline of the series is reproduced below. 
Dec 1    Hope
   “You don’t know when the Son of Man will come” Matthew 24.44

Dec 8    Peace   “Live at peace with each other” Romans 15.5

Dec 15  Joy
    “I am glad because of God my Saviour” Luke 1.47

Dec 22  Love
    Love came down at Christmas.
Christmas Day  Family Service with Nativity Play.
The “10 Minutes” resources for each week of Advent are written with outreach in mind. They are based a bit more loosely on the lectionary readings than is usually the case.  You will find a range of additional Advent and Christmas resources in the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website including a simple advertising template in MS Word and scripts for 12 different plays. In the archived Refresh section of the website you will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s readings. Year A - Advent 4 - 04A (19 December 2010). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	There are only three more days until Christmas.
Most of you will have done your Christmas shopping by now. But you can be sure that over these next few days the shops will be packed full of those last minute shoppers, all bustling among the crowds at the mall trying to find just the right gift. There are those who are last minute by nature and will love the retail atmosphere with the people, the noise, the decorations, Christmas music playing and queues at the check-out. And then there are those who have been just too busy… or too tired and Christmas has snuck up on them again this year. For them the last minute shopping is an unpleasant necessity – to be endured rather than enjoyed.

As well as shopping, there is the food to be thought about, bought and prepared. When I was a child it was always roast chicken on Christmas Day. These days almost anything goes. I know some who will have turkey or ham and complete the feast with a fine northern winter dessert, like plum pudding – and others who will be picnicking at the beach for their Christmas lunch.

For many in our land the holiday plans follow on hard after Christmas Day. In the southern hemisphere this is the time of the great summer holiday. New Zealand virtually shuts down for about a fortnight after Christmas and people will be much anticipating a time of holiday. Some people enjoy spending the time around home. As there are no work demands, for a few days they can run at their own pace, do those odd jobs around the house that they never get around to doing, watch the tennis, play backyard cricket with the kids or even just do nothing if they prefer. For others a little more planning is required because this is the time that the camping grounds fill up and the beach baches are occupied… and, for them,  travel to the holiday destination results in all sorts of questions coming to mind: “Is the car good for the trip? Is the gas bottle full? Did we repair the tent after last year? Where is the tent? Is there a bait shop near the camping ground? Where do you keep bait when you are camping and haven’t got a fridge?...”
I wonder what is in store for you. Are you going to be with someone this Christmas? Is anyone coming to be with you? 
One of the things that I really appreciate this time of year is the opportunity to be with family. You see, my oldest son is married now and has two pre-school children. Just after he got married his workplace transferred him overseas. Having family members that you love located overseas can be tough at times. Grandchildren are born and begin to grow up and you want to be with them. Sure, you can Skype them… but if you want to really know what they are like you need to be with them.  The good news for us is that during this last year my son has taken a different position back in New Zealand. So a special joy for my wife and me this year is that he and his family will be with us. And they are joining us not just for Christmas Day, we are going to go on holiday together as well. My teenage children are looking forward to being with their big brother and their little niece and nephew. They have been overseas…  but now they can be with us. For all the family this is a great joy because we have a family bond. We love them and they love us.

All of which brings us to our gospel reading this morning. Matthew wrote:
     So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “A virgin will 
     have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with 
     us.” (Matthew 1.22-23 CEV)
Here is the wonder of the Christmas story: A baby boy is born who is called Immanuel because he is God with us. God’s love for people was such that he desired to be with us. So he sent his only Son to us, born in poverty in a little town called Bethlehem. Sure, up until then people speculated about what God was like. But with the birth of Jesus all the speculation is ended. For this child was born to be God with us. If we want to know what God is like we only have to look to Jesus. You see, my joy at having family present with me is but a pale shadow of the real meaning of this season. God’s love necessitated that he came and dwelt among us. Love came down at Christmas.
The message of Emmanuel is that God loves us. The whole idea of God sending his Son to live on this earth was borne out of his amazing love for the people of this earth. John, in writing his record of Christ’s coming, put it this way:
     God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 
     everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die.
     (John 3.16 CEV)
As he grew and lived among men and women, in his words and in his actions, Jesus demonstrated God’s love. In him we can see the loving heart of God. His actions are an example - and they call us to be his followers and to tread where he has trod. He forgave others, even those who in the end so cruelly had him crucified. He had unwavering compassion, not just for all the nice people but for the outcasts, the alienated, the downtrodden, the oppressed, as well as the hurting and the sick. He calls us to live in a manner that is marked by forgiveness and compassion. And, of course, the call to follow him and to follow his ways is not just for the Christmas season but for the whole of our lives. 
He loves us with a love that is everlasting. Christmas is the season to recall again and again that God has made a public demonstration of this love by sending Immanuel.

     God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world to give us
     life. 1 John 4.9-10 CEV
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Detail from Ecce Ancilla Domini in which Christina models the Virgin Mary for her brother, the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti 
	The story of the monastery that had fallen on hard times is a good one to demonstrate the power of love to transform a community. The origin of the story is unknown but this link will take you to the version of the story as told by Scott Peck.
Quotes 
· Christmas is a necessity.  There has to be at least one day of the year to remind us that we're here for something else besides ourselves.  Eric Sevareid (journalist)
· "It came without ribbons!  It came without tags!  It came without packages, boxes or bags!"... Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!  "Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a store.  Maybe Christmas... perhaps... means a little bit more!"  Dr Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

· This is the message of Christmas:  We are never alone.  Taylor Caldwell (novelist)
· Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen. Anon

· Santa I’d love a big fat bank account and a slim body for Christmas. Please don’t mix the two up like you did last year. Anon

Christina Georgina Rossetti 1830-1894
The daughter of an Italian refugee, Christina Rossetti, became one of the most prominent English poets of her time. Her works have subsequently gone in and out of fashion. At times they have been ridiculed and at other times lauded by scholars. Although she did not write hymns, she is perhaps best known today for two of her Christmas poems that are now sung as carols: In the Bleak Mid-winter and Love Came Down at Christmas. 
Christina was also was a noted artists’ model, sitting for several famous works by her brother Dante Rossetti (see left) as well as Holman Hunt. A deeply religious woman, she worked tirelessly as a volunteer worker at a refuge for former prostitutes and opposed the exploitation of under-aged girls. She was also known for her opposition to slavery and animal cruelty. She continued to write through bouts of depression and ill health. Love Came Down at Christmas was written after she had developed breast cancer, a recurrence of which eventually took her life.
     Love came down at Christmas,
     Love all lovely, love divine;
     Love was born at Christmas,
     Star and angels gave the sign
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	Movies for the season
· The man who saved Christmas (2008 - PG). This movie is based on the fascinating and true story of American toymaker A.C.Gilbert (of Meccano fame) who was pressured to manufacture munitions instead of toys at the outbreak of World War I. He successfully lobbied the government to allow him to resume the production of toys for Christmas arguing that children need to dream and imagine. Starring Jason Alexander and Ed Asner. Available from amazon.com
· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 – M animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below).
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
Wishing Tree Appeal

If you are out doing some last minute shopping this week pick up something extra for the Wishing Tree Appeal.  Simply take a gift tag from the tree and specify the age and gender of a suitable recipient, place it with your gift (wrapped or unwrapped) under the Wishing Tree located in any Kmart store. The Wishing Tree Appeal runs throughout New Zealand and Australia and gifts are channelled by the Salvation Army to help a wide range of people from children through to the elderly. Gifts can be placed under the tree right up until Christmas Eve.
Christmas gifts that transform lives
Giving a goat is just one of many options offered by aid and development organisations. The idea is that your friend gets a gift card – your donation goes to an overseas aid project. 

Take your pick from scores of ideas to be found on the following websites: 

     ‘Gifted’ programme of Christian World Service 
     Tear Fund’s ‘Gift for life’ programme
     World Vision’s ‘Smiles’ gift programme
     Oxfam’s ‘Unwrapped’ programme 
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	Love and suffering  (an activity for use in your home that could easily be adapted to be a station as part of your worship service)
Bible Time – Luke 2. 27-35 (CEV) 
When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to do what the Law of Moses says should be done for a new baby, the Spirit told Simeon to go into the temple. Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised God,

“Lord, I am your servant,
    and now I can die in peace,
because you have kept
    your promise to me.
With my own eyes I have seen
what you have done
    to save your people,
and foreign nations
    will also see this.
Your mighty power is a light
    for all nations,
and it will bring honor
     to your people Israel.”

Jesus' parents were surprised at what Simeon had said. Then he blessed them and told Mary, “This child of yours will cause many people in Israel to fall and others to stand. The child will be like a warning sign. Many people will reject him, and you, Mary, will suffer as though you had been stabbed by a dagger. But all this will show what people are really thinking.”

Reflection Time

Our lives have hardships.  The difficulties we face can sometimes seem unbearable.   Who can understand?   Where do we go to find someone that can appreciate our suffering?  God knows the suffering of his children. Even those closest in blood relationship to Jesus were to suffer because of their love for him.  Any suffering we experience as a result of our faith and love for Jesus, has already been experienced 2000 years ago.  We are not alone in history.  We are not alone in our life experiences.  Jesus is with us.  He does understand our suffering.

Activity Time

Those we love the most, our nearest and dearest, are the ones who suffer most when we know hardship.  The people we love suffer when we suffer. Recognition or appreciation of a loved one doesn’t take the suffering away for them or us when painful things happen.  But it can make the suffering a shared experience, it can strengthen the bond and it can be a reminder of what all that love is about!   Make a “thank you” or an “I love you” card for someone you love who is always there for you.

© Reproduced from Caroline Bindon, 25 Stockings to Christmas – excerpts only (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013) used with permission.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC = Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

WOV = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
Angels from the realms of glory MHB 119; WOV 235; H&P 92; CMP 35; S2 631

Away in a manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Born in the night, Mary's child  H&P 95; CMP 62
Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV 241; CMP 71
Child of joy and peace  COC 9
Emmanuel CMP 120

Emmanuel, Emmanuel SIS 238; CMP 121; S2 675

Good Christians all rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104; CMP 196

He walked where I walk CMP 221; S1 168

Like a candle flame CMP 420; S1 322

Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451

O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O little love who comes again COC 33

O little town of Bethlehem MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503; S1 393

Peace child  COC 35
The angel Gabriel from heaven came WOV 222, H&P 87

There’s straw in the manger COC 45
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy WOV 232
Where is the room? COC 48
Bless this candle, Lord

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for hope.

In this world of tragedy and stark despair,

may our hope-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

giving all who see it his loving care.

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for peace.

In all war-torn countries, that the strife may cease;

may our peace-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

showing all who see it, his name is peace. 

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for joy. 

In a world where grief and joylessness abound,

may our joy-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

spreading joy and gladness the world around.

Bless this candle, Lord, that we light for love.

In the hearts of those who know no loving touch,

may our love-light glow with Christ’s enduring power;

giving them the blessing they need so much.

© Jan Chamberlin (used with permission).  Tune: Jesus bids us shine.
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	The Advent Wreath - Lighting the fourth Advent candle

The prophet announced 

good news of a baby boy, 

who would be called Immanuel,

which means God is with us.
God loved the world so much

He gave his one and only Son, 

so that by believing in him, anyone can have life everlasting.
(Light the fourth candle)

Collects
God our Redeemer, 

you chose the virgin Mary, 

to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour. 

Fill us with your grace

that in all things we may embrace your holy will

and with her rejoice in your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999

God of the Manger,

Emmanuel.

As we prepare once again to

hear the familiar and beloved story of Christmas,

may we be surprised by its power.

We resolve to live the Christmas story,

the good news of your abiding with us,

every day.  Amen.
© David Poultney (used with permission)

A prayer about the birth of love

Love is always born. Michael Leung

This is but the beginning of the birthpangs. Mark 13.8

Creator God,

The new era of history is like 

the gasp of breath as a baby is born.

For all conscious life has breath, 

and is characterised by spirit.

We thank you for the creation of mind and spirit, 

making us persons, reflecting your image.

Forgive us when we mask ourselves to hide our spirit.

Forgive us when we stand on the spirit of others.

Forgive us when we erect barriers to our need for love.

Midwife God,

The birth of a new history 

can come only through struggle.

Yours is a labour of love, 

evoking our deepest urges 

and out most basic instincts, 

in the pain of a new creation.

This is not a time for cosmetics or surrogacy,

nor wild unscientific speculation of the future; 

rather it is an invitation to participate 

in creation at the deepest level, 

as love and happiness are born.

Let the turquoise blue of the iceberg, 

the scenarios of global warming, 

and the impotence of technology before the tsunami and the hurricane, 

remind us of the fragility of life, 

and the precious gift of the crucified One. Amen
© John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) used with permission 

A prayer for help  Psalm 80 (selection)

Shepherd of Israel, 
you lead the descendants of Joseph,
and you sit on your throne
above the winged creatures.
Listen to our prayer
and let your light shine.
Save us by your power.

Our God, make us strong again!
Smile on us and save us.

Lord God All-Powerful,
how much longer
will the prayers of your people
make you angry?

You gave us tears for food,
and you made us drink them
by the bowlful.
But if you smile on us,
we will be saved

Put new life into us,
and we will worship you.

Lord God All-Powerful,
make us strong again!
Smile on us and save us.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Nativity 

by Joy Cowley (see Carol our Christmas no 28 facing page)
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	Christmas Day offering promo

Most churches have a special offering for overseas aid and development work on Christmas Day. Get your church’s Christian World Service contact person (or the equivalent if you support a different charity) to promote this year’s Christmas Appeal. Outline the areas of the world where the money raised will be used and the difference that can be made in the lives of others. Distribute offering information and envelopes.
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	Candy Cane
(Give a small candy cane out to each of the children.)
Candy canes have been used as Christmas treats and decorations for hundreds of years. They’re a familiar lolly that is associated with Christmas.  There are many legends and stories surrounding the origin of the candy cane and historians argue whether any of them are true and if the original creator of the candy cane ever meant to create more than a sweet treat.  

I read of one story where candy canes were supposed to have originated in Cologne in 1672 where the choirmaster gave the boys in the choir a stick of candy to keep them quiet during the church service.  The story goes that he bent the stick of hard candy over to make it look like a shepherd’s crook.

Some say that the candy cane was a secret symbol for Christianity used during difficult times for Christians.  Some say the candy cane depicts the life and death of Jesus.  The stripes show the stripes of the beating Jesus received before he died and the blood that he shed when he died on the cross. Others say that the three red stripes symbolized the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Some say the stick of pure white, hard candy symbolizes the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, and its hardness symbolizes the Solid Rock, the foundation of the church, and firmness of the promises of God.  Some say that the "J" represents the name of Jesus. 

The picture that I like best is the link to the shepherds. Jesus was called a shepherd.  He told stories about how he looked after his people like a shepherd looks after his sheep.  God chose shepherds as the first people to hear the good news. And the good news they heard was that a Saviour had been born for them.

Have you ever wondered why shepherds in the Christmas story are depicted with their hooked sticks?  What were those sticks for exactly?  Why the curved hook on the end?  The shepherds would have known what it meant to be a Saviour.  Every one of their sheep was important to them.  They worked hard to look after and save their sheep and stop any of their sheep getting into trouble.  Their shepherd’s crook was a rescue tool.  If a lamb was in danger they’d scoop them up with their crook and bring them close to them again.   

And, just like the shepherds, God wants us to know that he has given us a Saviour. Through all the things we do wrong, we become separated from God.  Jesus came as our Saviour to take our punishment and to save us so that we could be near to God. Just as the shepherd scoops up his lost lamb, saving it, Jesus came to scoop us up too. He saves us and brings us close to God.  

Today we sit holding a candy cane in church, three days before Christmas.  Of course it makes us think of Jesus. And we will each choose our own favourite ideas for the story of the candy cane. It doesn’t matter which picture we choose.  What matters is that our attention is focussed away from ourselves, and towards Jesus. 
Let’s finish with a prayer for people with needs. Hold on to your candy cane now and we will pray together. 

     Lord Jesus, we pray for people with needs this Christmas:
     Those who are lonely

     Those who are hungry

     Those who are sick

     Those who are in places where there is fighting

     Scoop up those people who are in need 
     and bring them close to you this Christmas.

     Amen

More lectionary based resources for children are available from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 
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	Google images for Nativity
The Adoration of the Shepherds by Gerard van Honthurst, 1622.
Cartoons from Reverendfun: 

· Candy cane shepherd
· Love and forgiveness
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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