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Sunday 1 December 2013
Hope – Jesus will come
Year A - Advent 1 - 01A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Isaiah 2.1-5 The prophet predicts a time of everlasting peace for all nations. People will “hammer their swords into ploughs”.
Psalm 122 A Psalm in praise of Jerusalem and God’s house, with encouragement to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Romans 13.11-14 It’s time for God’s people to turn from their sinful nature and show that they are people of the light. “You know what sort of times we live in.” The plea for no more drunkenness has a relevance to the current Kiwi culture as we approach the Christmas season. 
Matthew 24.36-44 Jesus says to be ready because we don’t know the time of his coming. Just as people were surprised by the flood in the days of Noah so it will be at his coming.
Christian World Service has a comprehensive range of Advent resources available both on their Christmas Appeal website and in a resource pack that includes a CD. The theme for this year’s Christmas Appeal is “Share Water, Share Life”
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	Advent and Christmas 2013

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new church year. This year “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will pick up the themes of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy that are traditionally associated with Advent. An outline of the series is reproduced below. 
Dec 1    Hope
    “You don’t know when the Son of Man will come” Matthew 24.44

Dec 8    Peace    “Live at peace with each other” Romans 15.5

Dec 15  Joy
    “I am glad because of God my Saviour” Luke 1.47

Dec 22  Love
    Love came down at Christmas.
Christmas Day    Family Service with Nativity Play.
The “10 Minutes” resources for each week of Advent are written with outreach in mind. They are based a bit more loosely on the lectionary readings than is usually the case.  You will find a range of additional Advent and Christmas resources in the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website including a simple advertising template in MS Word and scripts for 11`different plays. In the archived Refresh section of the website you will also find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s readings. Year A - Advent 1 - 01A (28 November 2010). Further lectionary based resources can be found on Bill Peddie’s blogsite.
The rapture?

Plymouth Brethren leader, John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), is credited with developing and popularising the idea that the church would be “raptured” away from the earth to meet with her Lord. He believed that this would happen prior to a time of great tribulation and the second coming of Christ. This particular interpretation of a few Bible passages, especially today’s gospel reading, received general acceptance among the English Brethren Christians and then, in the twentieth century, became very popular among fundamentalist Christians in the United States of America. Hal Lindsay’s book The Late Great Plant Earth and later Tim LaHaye’s Left Behind series spread the same ideas to millions. Enthusiasts engage in heated arguments over whether the timing of the rapture will be pre-, post- or mid-tribulation.
In my own ministry training days there was an amusing incident when a group of students from various colleges was meeting together. One of the evangelicals was keen to get the perspective of the Roman Catholic students on this subject and so asked, “What’s your view on the rapture?”

Never having heard the term in relation to Christian eschatology, the embarrassed response was, “As I’m committed to chastity, I wouldn’t have an opinion on such matters.”
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* Matthew 25.40
	It had been a hard day for Jenny. She had spent ages, the night before, practising her seven times table. When she got to school in the morning the teacher unexpectedly tested everybody on the five times table. Jenny’s first thought was that it would be easy, because the seven times is much harder – but her head was full of the seven times and she got all her numbers muddled. As a result she got the very worst mark in the whole class.

If that wasn’t a bad enough start to the day, when it came to lunch time, she found that she’d left her lunch at home and she had to go hungry. She’d taken it out of her bag to put her maths book in, and then left it on the bench.

Then, after school at netball practice Anna - who is a big girl - was competing hard for the ball and sent poor Jenny sprawling over the asphalt, skinning her hands and knees. Miss Bryant had to take her to the sick bay and get the school nurse to clean her up and apply band aids.
Finally, when Jenny got home, with tears in her eyes she told the whole tale of her sad day to her mother. “It’s not fair. Everything is turning out wrong!”
Her mum gave her a big hug and said, “Never mind Jenny. I’m sure things will turn out for the best in the end.”
Things will turn out for the best. 
Will they? 
What do you think? 
What about the state you are in at the moment? Do you think that things will turn out for the best?
What do you think about the state of the world? 
Are things bad… and only going to get worse? …Or can we look forward with confidence to a time when everything will come right? 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the very beginning of the church year. It is a time when we announce the coming of Christ and declare that his sovereign rule will make everything right. It is the season of Hope.

We begin today our journey to Christmas. In the miracle of the incarnation God took human flesh and dwelt among us. In this event we recognise the beginnings of Christ’s reign. It is a reign of love and peace, justice and truth. 
However, this utopian rule is not the picture that we presently get from reading the newspapers. When we seem surrounded by wars, injustice, violence and corruption, God’s reign of love and justice seems to be far, far away. Our hope is like a small candle flickering in a dark place. 
But Christian hope is not just some sort of a cross-your-fingers wishful thinking. It is a certainty about a promised future. A belief that the Kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven. God is bringing all creation to its ultimate fulfilment. The hope that this will culminate in Christ’s reign of justice and peace enlivens us and gives us motivation to live for him here and now.
Be ready
In the middle of our ordinary daily activities and events, the Christ may appear to us. When we are out in the field or when we at work he may appear. He surprises us. 

When we reach out to help the single mum, or the struggling senior citizen in our neighbourhood we may meet with Christ. Didn’t the Lord tell us this when he said, “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me.”?* When we realise that he comes through us, we want to know how we can better co-operate with God to bring reconciliation and hope. What words can we say and what things can we do? How can we work to see his kingdom come?
If he comes through us in this way, he also comes to us. By means of the encouraging word, or the helping hand, that we receive from another Christian we may meet with the risen Christ.

It is unclear from our gospel reading today (Matthew 24.40-43) whether the meaning is that Christ comes to us when we are going about our daily round, or whether the meaning is that the thief comes (to take us away) in events such as these. Of course, there is truth in each of these options. Both Christ and temptation meet us in our day by day activities. That is why we are told to always be watchful and ready – alert to resist temptation and alert to see Christ.
Be encouraged
All this talk in the New Testament of Christ’s reappearing was written to be an encouragement to the church. Christ’s presence is surely evident in the loving actions of others, but the Bible readings for the season of Advent remind us that he literally will come again. He will come to put things to right: to rule and to reign. It is this appearance of Christ that is called the “blessed hope” (Titus 2.13) of Christians. Because of this hope, Christians though the ages have been able to face all manner of trials and hardships without despair. In our reading from Romans today, Paul reminds us:
The night is about over,
dawn is about to break.
Be up and awake to what God is doing!
God is putting the finishing touches
on the salvation work he began
when we first believed.
Romans 13.11-12 (The Message)
So we can join with Jenny’s mum and say with confidence, “Yes, I’m sure that things will turn out for the best in the end.”
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	Quotes about hope

· A leader is a dealer in hope. Napoleon Bonaparte
· Hope springs eternal in the human breast, man never is, but always to be blest. Alexander Pope
· We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope. Martin Luther King Jnr
· Everything that is done in the world is done by hope. Martin Luther
· There is more day to dawn. The sun is but a morning star. Henry David Thoreau (concluding words to his book Walden)
And from the Bible:
· Hope deferred makes the heart sick. Proverbs 13.12
· For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Romans 8.24-25
· And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three. 1 Corinthians 13.13
Hope to carry on – Henry Ford’s story

Henry Ford and Thomas Edison became life-long friends. Ford describes their first meeting among a group of people at a meal table during a Convention. Edison displayed great interest in Ford’s idea for developing the horseless carriage:

He asked me no end of details and I sketched everything for him, for I have always found that I could convey an idea quicker by sketching than by just describing it. When I had finished, he brought his fist down on the table with a bang and said: 

"Young man, that's the thing; you have it. Keep at it. Electric cars must 

keep near to power stations. The storage battery is too heavy. Steam cars 

won't do either, for they have to have a boiler and fire. Your car is self-

contained—carries its own power plant—no fire, no boiler, no smoke and 

no steam. You have the thing. Keep at it." 

That bang on the table was worth worlds to me. No man up to then had 

given me any encouragement. I had hoped that I was headed right, 

sometimes I knew that I was, but here all at once and out of a clear sky the

 greatest inventive genius in the world had given me a complete approval. 

The man who knew most about electricity in the world had said that for the 

purpose my gas motor was better than any electric motor could be—it 

could go long distances, he said, and there would be stations to supply the

cars with hydrocarbon. That was the first time I ever heard this term for 

liquid fuel. 

From Henry Ford - Edison as I know him (Originally published in 1930 – facsimile copies have been reproduced in recent years. This quote taken from the on-line pdf version) p2-3
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The New Zealand pohutukawa tree in blossom
	Personal preparation
The Advent/Christmas season is one of the busiest times of the year for church leaders. Like the rest of the country, we are involved in the round of end-of-year functions. Unlike them, we also have extra services to plan and an increased load of pastoral care as the season begins to bring to the fore a range of relationship difficulties. Time spent now in planning will be worth its weight in gold (frankincense and myrrh) later on. So, a couple of suggestions:

First. Go for a walk with God. Seriously, take moment free of all other responsibilities and go walking - just you and God. If you can find some pohutukawa trees all the better. Because of the dry winter, the pohutukawa trees are blossoming early this year. The dark greens of the rest of the year will soon give way to the appearance of a stunning array of crimsons and reds. How will we tell the story of the appearance of Christ in Bethlehem this year? Ask God to fill you afresh with wonder so that it can be told with a shock of colour that will change the way people view the world. 

Second. Think all of the people that could be asked to help with the up-coming services. Are there those to whom you can delegate the responsibility of extra services, others who you can involve in musical items, readings and dramatic presentations? Make a list of them and the things that they could do. Families are usually happy to be roped into these services. A little extra time in planning now will save you time later on when things are really busy. 
Movies for the season

· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (200 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 – M animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below).
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
Popular music

A couple of songs that have choruses that nicely match today’s message:
Three little birds – Bob Marley and the Wailers
A laid back Marley number from the 1977 album Exodus with the chorus
Don't worry 'bout a thing, 
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right.

Watch on YouTube
Everything’s gonna be alright – The Babysitters Circus
Kiwi four-piece electronica outfit had a hit, of sorts, with this in 2011. It appears on a few compilations and their own EP and the video features a flash mob event in downtown Auckland.  And that chorus:
So ya say everything's gonna be alright now
But how do you really know
And I know everything's gonna be alright now
Cause that's the seed I sow, woh oh
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	Hopes and Dreams (an activity for use in your home that could easily be adapted to be a station as part of your worship service)
Response Time

Find a baby photo of yourself or a photo of your child.  Hold it in your hand.  How different are you today from your baby photo?  What were the hopes and dreams that people had for you when you were born?  Say a one sentence prayer to God. You could give thanks for something about your birth or the birth of your child. Or you could ask for help to cope with something about your birth or the birth of your child. 

Prayer Time

Dear God

We give you thanks for the birth of Jesus.

There isn’t much else we share in common with every other living person in this world, but we do share this one miracle - the miracle of birth.

We pray for those feel pain and sadness when they think of their own birth, the birth of someone else, or problems and difficulties they’ve experienced in trying to give birth.

We ask you to be with those who are feeling such deep pain, grief and loss.  

We pray for those we know who are expecting babies right now.  We ask for both a safe pregnancy and birth of their babies.

We pray specifically for___________ and ask you would be with them at this time.

Amen.

© Reproduced from Caroline Bindon, 25 Stockings to Christmas (Auckland: Kereru Publishing, 2013) used with permission.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

WOV = AHB
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	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning MHB 122; WOV 234; H&P 123;  

     CMP 65
Christ is our peace AA 16

Christ is the world’s light, he and none other  WOV 191; H&P 456

Come now, Lord Jesus  COC 14ii

Come now where we least expect you  COC 15

Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
Darkness like a shroud CMP 110

God sent his Son CMP 52; S2 701

God was in Christ  HIOS 49
I am the light of the world  WOV 669
I see the King of glory S4 1898

I want to be ready (Traditional African- American Spiritual. Sheet music from 

     musicnotes) 

Jesus is king CMP 366; S1 283

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom MHB 612; WOV 494; H&P 67; 

      CMP 399
Life and light and joy are found  MHB 416; H&P 382
Light of the world you stepped down into darkness S3 1406
Longing for light S3 1409

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord  MHB 260
O come O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O come all you faithful MHB 118; WOV 228; H&P 110; CMP 491; S1 380
O living Word  HIOS 109

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244

There's a light upon the mountains MHB 256; H&P 246
We are children of God HIOS 142
We wait for you  AA 149
When we walk with the Lord  MHB 516; WOV 531; H&P 687; CMP 999; S3 1618
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	The Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens. It is a symbol of life without end. Four candles (usually purple) are arranged among the evergreens with an additional white candle in the middle, called the Christ candle. The wreath is placed on a table at the front of the church. A candle is lighted on the first Sunday of the Advent season, and an additional candle is lighted each Sunday. Over the course of the month some of these candles may need to be replaced. On Christmas Day all the candles of Advent and the white candle in the centre are lighted.
Lighting the first Advent candle

A crack has appeared in the wall 

and hope is flowing in.

The night is almost gone; 

the day of salvation will soon be here

Filled with hope

we make ourselves ready.

We don’t know when the Son of Man will come.
(Light the first candle)

Collects
Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility:
that, on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead

we may rise to life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever, Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Lord our God,

Keep us your servants alert and watchful 

as we await the return of Christ your Son, 

so that when he comes and knocks at the door 

he may find us vigilant in prayer, 

with songs of praise on our lips.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever, Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Jerusalem – A pilgrim song (Psalm 122)

I was glad when they said to me

‘Let’s go to the house of the Lord!’

Our feet have been standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem

Jerusalem - built as a city

that is bound firmly together

To it the tribes go up

the tribes of the Lord

as was decreed for Israel

to give thanks to the Name of the Lord

For there the thrones for judgement were set up

the thrones of the house of David

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you

Peace within your walls

and security within your towers.”

For the sake of my relatives and friends

I will say, “Peace be within you.”

For the sake of the Lord our God

I will seek your good.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved

Advent XE "Advent" 
What a strange word… who uses that word outside the church anymore? 
“The advent of snow was heralded by an unseasonably warm spell…” yes, you might. Or “With the advent of holly in the shops, we knew that a southern hemisphere Christmas was truly on its way…”

Yes, well: maybe

How about adventure?

Now that’s better… all the thrill of unknowns, of challenge, of stretching something beyond the ordinary…that’s a better word! The adventure of Christmas! The adventure of following Christ!  The adventure of Incarnation.

”Venture” is a word we use…venture capital, venturing into the unknown, a new venture in business…a cautious move into the future, in the uncertainties of what might be…now that’s a word we know!

What about “vent” ? aaah… now that’s a bit more active again… we’d vent or ventilate if we had something we just had to get off our minds…how about Advent as the time when God just had to get a message off his mind? A message of concern, or engagement, of involvement and ultimate love? God just had to vent his love... and it happened at Christmas, at Advent?

Or we could think of advertise… of advocate... or adoration, admiration, and adornment…which might be stretched to make us think of Christmas!

Or we could have fun by breaking it up…it could be a DV event…a dues volonte /God willing event. A time when, God willing, we meet with him. 

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)
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	Plan a church family Christmas movie night
Most of the movies recommended above would be suitable for screening. My recommendation would be The Nativity Story. Invite in friends and neighbours, Brigade families, Manly Music families etc. Get some Christmas mince pies for supper afterwards. 
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	Telling the time
You will need a clock (the sort with hands) and a whiteboard, or similar, on which you can draw a timeline.

Hold up the clock and ask one of the children to tell you the time

Explain that the hands on the clock go round and round. In 12 hours the clock will show the same time (11.00?) – but, of course, it will be pm. It will take 24 hours before the hands go around enough for it to be the same time am.

Then, in another seven days, the whole week will have gone around and it will be Sunday 11.00am again. So time goes round and round.

But there is also another sort of time. 

Draw a time-line on the board beginning with 11.00am Sunday 1 December. Show it continuing to Christmas 2013…  Then January 2014… then Easter 2014… right through to Christmas 2014.

This sort of time doesn’t go round and round. It goes in a straight line. Once a time has passed it doesn’t come around again. Some people call this “opportunity time” because we only have a limited number of opportunities to do things and then the time is passed. In some languages they have two words for time. One for the time on the clock that goes round and round, and another for the time on a line that never comes round again. This morning you had the opportunity to get ready to come to church. If you didn’t come, you would have missed it. You could come next week but you’d miss all the things that are happening today. 

Christians believe that the time that goes in line is steadily heading towards the time when Jesus will return. Advent is our opportunity to get ready for the coming of Jesus. Jesus said 
Always be ready! You don’t know when the Son of Man will come.
Matthew 24.44 CEV
More lectionary based resources for children are available from sermons4kids.com . Scroll to the bottom of the page for a Children’s Worship Bulletin in MS Word. 
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	Google images for hope and Advent hope
Cartoon from Reverendfun: ready of not
For a range of PowerPoint slides that you can adapt for your own congregation go to www.churchgalleries.com. A selection of free slides is added each week and a larger range is available by paid subscription.

Free images for use with Advent hymns and songs from hymnsight
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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