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Sunday 18 August 2013
Heroes
Year C – Pentecost 13 – 52C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Isaiah 5.1-7 A song of judgment on God’s people because of their dishonesty and injustice.

Psalm 80.1-2, 8-19 The people of Israel cry to their Shepherd for help.

Hebrews 11.29-12.2 The heroes of faith endured much and their deeds inspire us to live well as we seek to follow Jesus.

Luke 12:49-56 Jesus makes people choose and this brings division and trouble.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
* I suggested in the
11 August edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” that Hebrews may have been written by Priscilla.
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	The letter to the Hebrews

The first section of this letter (chapters 1 to10) focuses on the pre-eminence of Christ. The current lectionary readings take us to the second section (chapters 11 to 13) where the focus is on the importance of faith. This gives rise to the following themes:

11 August
Title Deeds
Hebrews 11.1-3; 8-16

18 August
Heroes

Hebrews 11.29-12.2

25 August
Shaken?
Hebrews 12.18-29

In today’s reading the writer to the Hebrews seeks to inspire believers with the example of the famous heroes from Israel’s history. In this she* echoes the reciting of Israel’s heroes by the writer of apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus who begins chapter 44 with the words, “Let us now sing the praises of famous men, our ancestors in their generations”, then goes on through the next seven chapters listing the heroes of the past. For the New Testament writer these are people who bravely progressed toward goals that they were never able to fully realise. Their faith was expressed in their loyalty to the unseen God. 
Having gone through a list of heroes, our writer finishes with Jesus, who is our supreme example. It has been suggested that Hebrews12.2 is an early hymn about Christ that she is quoting:

     We must keep our eyes on Jesus, 

     who leads us and makes our faith complete. 

     He endured the shame of being nailed to a cross, 

     because he knew that later on he would be glad he did. 

     Now he is seated at the right side of God’s throne! 
It is of note that, despite the emphasis on sacrifice in the letter, this is the only time the word “cross” is mentioned in Hebrews.
Youth Sunday

This Sunday, or next, is the date that we recognise Youth Sunday. If you have an active youth group, you could hand the service over to them. Otherwise, try to involve as many young people as possible in the service. 
Season of creation

Through the month of September “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will follow the readings and themes for the Season of Creation. The observance of a Season of Creation began in the Lutheran Church in Australia in 2000 as a response to the environmental crisis. Since then this opportunity for the church to examine creation-based themes has spread to many different denominations and around the world.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 12 - 52C (15 August 2010). Bill Peddie’s blogsite also follows the gospel reading. 


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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  follow link
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	Kate was born in Liverpool. After her father died her mother brought the family to live in New Zealand. They settled in Christchurch.
Motivated by the social damage caused by alcohol abuse in New Zealand, and the reality that as a result many women and children were not secure in their own homes, Kate helped establish the New Zealand Women’s Christian Temperance Union in 1885. As Methodists, Baptists and Congregationalists were those most committed to the equal status of women, many of the early members of the Union came from these churches. They were joined in the 1890s by many Maori women who were also worried by the negative effect that alcohol consumption was having on their communities. Some of their men were selling land to pay for their drinking and others signing away land when they were drunk.

Realising that much of the support for temperance came from women, Kate began to advocate for the right for women to vote. She was a persuasive public speaker and talented organiser. Her dictum, "all that separates, whether of race, class, creed, or sex, is inhuman, and must be overcome", was broadcast far and wide.
Bills seeking to extend the vote only to women who were rate-payers had already failed when Kate embarked on her campaign. She wrote and distributed a pamphlet called Ten reasons why the women of New Zealand should vote to support the campaign. In the face of much ridicule she was able to promote suffrage bills in Parliament in 1888 and in 1891. On both occasions they were defeated. Continuing in her determined effort, an 1892 bill was accompanied by a petition with more than 20,000 signatures. It too was defeated. 

A year later she returned to parliament where she presented a petition with nearly 32,000 signatures, and in 1893 New Zealand became the first country in the world to grant women the vote. With only 10 weeks before a general election Kate then embarked on a mission to enrol women voters. Despite the short notice 65% of women voted in the 1893 elections.
Kate then travelled to England and America to encourage the suffrage campaigns in those places. She was a supporter of many women’s rights issues including contraception, the right to divorce, the guardianship of children and the abolition of corsets. She was also a great promoter of the benefits of cycling. 

Kate Sheppard is a Kiwi hero. Her picture is displayed on our $10 note. Eighty years after her death, she continues to be an inspiration for us all.
Look to the heroes (Hebrews 11.31-32)
We are inspired by our heroes. The writer to the Hebrews seeks to inspire her readers with deeds of the heroes of the past. Look at the mixed bunch that she names: Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel. The readers were so familiar with their own history that just the mention of the names was sufficient to evoke the story associated with each. It is not so with us. This is an interesting and colourful list of heroes:
· Rahab was a prostitute who makes the hall of fame because she risked her life to help some spies, trusting her future to their God.

· Gideon was a reluctant hero, rather forced into leading God’s people despite his reservations and timidity.

· Barak would not obey the Lord’s command to rise and defeat the enemy unless Deborah promised to go with him.

· Samson was the Superman type – a physically strong hero, but his bodily strength seemed to be matched by his weakness of will and he ended up tied in knots (literally) by his relationship with Delilah.

· Jephthah was an illegitimate son who was driven into exile and at one time won a great victory… but he is better known for his foolish vow that cost him the life of his daughter.
· David’s story is far better known… He was a great king renowned for his desire after God, but his story is blighted as well… His lack of control over his family, his adulterous affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband are hardly minor misdemeanours.

· Samuel, the courageous and faithful servant of God - the first in the line of the prophets, stands out as the pick of the bunch in this line of heroes.

While most of those mentioned are not models of virtue they did, at least, have moments of putting their trust in God. And maybe that is where they become an inspiration for us. For few of us would claim to possess untarnished moral purity… but underneath our fluctuating faith and ambivalent commitment we do have a desire to serve God and see his will prevail on earth. As we look to the faulty heroes of the past, we believe there might also be moments when we can act with courage and faith and do things to see that good and right prevail. We can seek the opportunity to rise to the occasion to do something right or excellent. In this way our names may belong with Rahab, Barak, Jephthah and company.
Run the race (Hebrews 12.1)
Even though writing to Hebrews, the Greek Olympic Games came to mind for the writer. She uses the imagery of a stadium full of spectators watching us run the course. This too is an inspirational thought. 
Like the crowd in an Olympic stadium, all of God’s people in the past are now watching us as we take our turn to run the race. All those heroes that have preceded us are anxiously looking on to see how we perform. So it is we are to strip off anything that could slow us down – seek to free ourselves from the selfishness and sins that are so prevalent all around us. And run unencumbered so we don’t lose out. Run hard to reach the goal. Persevere. Don’t permit difficulties or obstacles to impede our progress. 

This is a thought that is picked up in Kate Wilkinson’s only published hymn “May the mind of Christ my Saviour” (WOV 537):
May I run the race before me

strong and brave to face the foe

looking only unto Jesus 
as I onward go.
Look to Jesus (Hebrews 12.2)
The race is a long one and our early enthusiasm can fade. It is hard going. All those among the catalogue of heroes that the author has mentioned have had moments that are an inspiration and an incentive for us to have faith. But they also stumbled. They ran the race imperfectly. 

For this reason we must look to Jesus, because he is our example of one who steadily pursued the Father’s will. He endured much, keeping his eyes firmly fixed on the finish line. As such he is the pioneer, the one who goes ahead of us – he is the author of our faith. He inspires us with the long view and teaches us how the future rule of God can shape the way we live in the present. Because of his example, those who live by faith are willing to make sacrifices and take risks. 

But, more than just an example, Christ is the one who gives us the strength to keep going. We look to him. It is to him that we are headed. He is both our goal and our companion on the Way.
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Eric Moussambani Malonga

	Heroes

Take the opportunity today to tell the story of one of your own heroes. The story of your hero may be a local, national, international or historic one.
Eric the eel

Eric Moussambani Malonga is a swimmer from Equatorial Guinea. He was dubbed “Eric the eel” by the media at the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney. He had gained entry into the 100 metres freestyle event even though he hadn’t met the minimum qualification requirements. This was as a result of a wildcard draw, designed to encourage competitors from developing countries to participate. As it happened, the other two swimmers in his heat made false starts, and were disqualified. So Eric won Heat 1 of the 100 metre event unopposed.  
The notable thing though was his time. While the gold medal was won in just over 47 seconds, Eric’s time was1 minute 53 seconds. It actually looked like he would be unable to finish. Despite the slow time and the lack of any other competitors the capacity crowd stood to their feet and cheered Eric on. "The last 15 metres were very difficult," Eric said. “I want to send hugs and kisses to the crowd. It was their cheering that kept me going.” Watch on YouTube.
“Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us! So we must get rid of everything that slows us down…” Hebrews 12.1
Deny God now

“The Stanford Daily carried a recent ad in response to some earlier advertisements put in by a fine group called Contemporary Christians on Campus. This recent ad originated with a group who signed themselves Contemporary Atheists on Campus. It said in flaming letters, ‘Deny God now; tomorrow may be too late.’ There is an ironic truth about that…”
Ray C Stedman, What more can God say?: A fresh look at Hebrews (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1981) p200.
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Barbara Kruger’s feminist take on the song title
	What really happened: Votes for women (2012 - G)

This is a Sunday Theatre dramatisation of the story of Kate Sheppard and the New Zealand suffrage movement. The link above will take you to TVNZ On Demand where you can view the whole 1 hour 12 minute docu-drama. 
Three songs about heroes

The first two could be used to introduce the theme, and all three as discussion starters.
1. We don’t need another hero – Tina Turner
Written by Terry Britten and Graham Lyle, We don’t need another hero was recorded as the theme song to the 1985 movie Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome starring Mel Gibson and Tina Turner. It was released on the movie sound track album.
     Looking for something
     We can rely on
     There's gotta be something better out there
     Love and compassion
     Their day is coming
     All else are castles built in the air
     And I wonder when we are ever gonna change
     Living under the fear till nothing else remains
Read all the lyrics. Watch on YouTube.
2. Heroes – David Bowie
Co-written by Bowie and Brian Eno in 1977, Heroes was the title track of Bowie’s Heroes album. The chorus better reflects theme developed here:
     We can be heroes

     Just for one day

Read all the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. 

3. Working Class Hero – John Lennon

From the John Lennon/ Plastic Ono Band album (1970), which was Lennon’s first album after leaving the Beatles, comes this social commentary song. The repeated chorus is:

     A working class hero
     Is something to be

Language warning: The original lyrics were edited for radio play. Watch on YouTube. A cover version of the track was recorded in New Zealand by then National Party MP Marilyn Waring. 
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	A cloud of witnesses
Google images and print out pictures of inspirational heroes. Decorate the front of the church with these. Brainstorm with some of your church leaders for ideas. (As a starter you could use: John Wesley, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Kate Sheppard,  Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Rosa Parks, William Wilberforce, Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, Corrie Ten Boom, William Tyndale, Deitrich Bonhoeffer…)
An idea for a dramatic Bible reading

The planning helps page (scroll down to “Epistle stream” and see Point One at the bottom) of the Methodist General Board of Discipleship website suggests “developing a slide collage of art images of the characters portrayed, adding more and more as the reading progresses” and then having the whole congregation join in reading the climax (Hebrews 12.1-2) in unison.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs
All the way my Saviour leads me CMP 22; S2 625

Author of faith, eternal word MHB 362; WOV 473; H&P 662
Give me the wings of faith to rise MHB 831; WOV 360; H&P 815
Give thanks with a grateful heart SIS 509; CMP 170

Faith is God’s creation WHV 35

For all the saints MHB 832; WOV 384; H&P 814; CMP 148

Have faith in God my heart WOV 552; H&P 675

How is Jesus present? AA 64

If I should ever falter S4 1908

I’m running the race S2 777

I sing a song of the saints WOV 551
I walk by faith S1 253
I will never be the same again S1 264

I will run to you S2 1093

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887

O Lord you lead me S1 400

There is no higher call S2 994

This, this is the God we adore MHB 69; WOV 153; H&P 277
Turn your eyes upon Jesus SIS 34; CMP 712; S1 533
Wake up my soul S1 534

We are children of God HIOS 142

We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539



	Prayers

	Collect 
To set the earth ablaze, O God, 
your Son submitted to death on the cross, 
and from his cup of suffering 

you call the church to drink.

When we are tempted 

give us strength to run the race that lies before us, 

and to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Heroes

Leader: 
The water leaps clear and clean from the spring

Voice 2: 
and the stream trickles down the years and the miles

[pause]

Voice 3: 
Until one day someone comes to the stream and notices it’s not as
                        pure and clear as at it was at the source

Leader: 
The church sprang clear and clean from the words of Jesus

Voice 2: 
and ran down the years and through the centuries

Voice 3: 
over cultures and languages, politics and people

Voice 2: 
Just which chapters in which books were most important?

Voice 3: 
Which models and which ministry matters

Voice 2: 
which was for then…and which for now?

Leader: 
we remember the heroes today

Voice 2: 
the guardians of the stream

Voice 3: 
the questioners and the challengers

Voice 2: 
the irritants and the defenders: prophets and priests

Voice 3: 
Those who wanted to keep the old at all costs

Voice 2: 
And those who wanted to change at all costs

Voice 3: 
Those who called us back to the stream when the waters were
                        muddied, the eddies a trickle far from home, the banks unclear

Voice 2: 
Those for whom the source mattered

Leader: 
We honour those who put the Bible in the hands of the common 
                        people… and who ensured that it was written in language they 
                        understood

We honour those who changed the forms of church governance to
Empower the ordinary, the untrained

We honour those whose devotion led them to recognise the things
that really mattered and the things that didn’t.

We honour those who taught and wrote for the church that ideas
and dreams of a better way might change the church for the better

We honour those who spoke up and risked ridicule, 
marginalisation, and even their lives when the institutions of the 
church became alienated from the gospel of Jesus


We honour those whose behaviour and speech marked them out from their colleagues and peers, but whose lives made a difference to the church

We honour those who challenged in Jesus’ name the entrenched and the powerful, the complacent and the opulent.

 [pause]

And we recognise that among us there may be even now heroes of the church whom we call by different names: whose insights we do not understand and recognise, whose prophetic perspective is too close for our short vision.

[pause]

Voice 2: 
This is your church, Lord

Voice 3. 
This is your church, Lord

Voice 2: 
the streams flow… the waters become clearer…

Voice 3: 
we pray for the church… for heroes… for ourselves.

Voice 2: 
Keep us adventurous and faithful as we serve you

Leader:
Amen 

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)

Heroes 2

Reader 1
We thank you this morning, Lord, for heroes
Reader 2 
for people who inspire us

Reader 1
For people who call us to try to be better than we are

Reader 2 
for people who we look up to

Reader 1
for people we remember

Reader 2 
for people we’ve heard about

Reader 1
for people we’ve read of

Reader 2 
who might be called heroes... 

Reader 1
We acknowledge those men and women who have made the most

                        of a moment in history

Reader 1
We acknowledge that some of our heroes are visibly flawed

Reader 2 
and we honour what is in the people we admire that is good, and

                        holy, and inspiring

Reader 1
As we consider our heroes, Lord: grant us the insight to be inspired

                       by all that we might aspire to

Reader 2        not discouraged by human shortcomings, either our own or other

                       peoples

Reader 1        that today we might be called to become more and more the 

                       heroes you call us, each one, to be

Reader 1&2
Amen

© Alan K Webster (Used with permission)

A prayer for help 
Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph’s descendants like a flock.
O God, enthroned above the cherubim,
    display your radiant glory…
Show us your mighty power.
    Come to rescue us!

Revive us so we can call on your name once more.

Turn us again to yourself, O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies.
    Make your face shine down upon us.
    Only then will we be saved.

Psalm 80.1-2, 18-19 Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.



	Communal 

Sharing


	Get several of the young people from your congregation to share in the service about who their heroes are. Ask them what these heroes have done and why they are regarded as heroes. 


	Children
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	Superheroes

Did any of you get to see the movie Superman: Man of Steel in the holidays? 

The cool thing about superheroes is the superpowers that they have?

What superpowers does Superman have? (Strength, speed, flight, X-ray vision, heat vision, super breath, super hearing…)

Superman uses his superpowers to defeat the plans of villains and to get himself out of trouble.

Do you know about any other superheroes and their superpowers?
In our Bible reading today we hear about a list of heroes from the Bible… some of them did super things. For example…

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. (Hebrews 11.29-30)

There is a list of heroes who did amazing things. They…
…conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. (Hebrews 11.32)

The list of people who did these super things is rather interesting. Because some of them were timid and sacred, some were weak, and some did very foolish things. But each of them did some super thing too. 

The superpower that they all had was faith. They all put their trust in God and were able to do something really super when they obeyed him. 
We can also put our trust in God and do what he wants. We can do things like being honest, helping needy people and doing the right thing. When we do this we become God’s Superheroes. Faith is our superpower and sometimes we can see super results too.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  - scroll down to the bottom of the page for a printable Children’s bulletin in MS Word.


	PowerPoint
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	Make a slide show of some of the heroes of faith. Google images for some biblical characters and mix them up with figures from history, present day heroes, and people who serve in your own church congregation. 
Cartoons from reverendfun:
Heroes
Super Christian
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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