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Sunday 4 August 2013
Clothed in Christ 

Year C – Pentecost 11 – 50C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	There is a progressive thread that runs through the four lectionary readings today.

Hosea 11.1-11 The Lord loves and cares for his people like a parent does with an infant child. He remains faithful to people despite their unfaithfulness to him.

Psalm 107.1-9, 43 The Psalmist praises God for his kindness to his people.

Colossians 3.1-11 We have been given new life in Christ and the expected result is some moral repercussions to be seen in the type of lives we live.

Luke 12.13-21 Jesus tells the story of a rich famer who builds bigger barns to store his crops but who neglects to have a rich relationship with God.
Bible Sunday 4 August 2013
This Sunday is Bible Sunday, although as a local church you can celebrate this on any date to fit in with your church programme. For resources check the NZ Bible Society website.
Peace Sunday
Being the closest Sunday to Hiroshima Day, 6 August, we observe Peace Sunday today. Some acknowledgement of this in the service would be appropriate.  Alternative lectionary readings are suggested if you wish to make this the major theme of the service: 

Micah 4.1-4

Psalm 85 

2 Corinthians 5.16-29 

John 20.19-20 or Matthew 5.1-12

At 8:15am on 6 August 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on the civilian population of the city of Hiroshima. An estimated 70,000 people died immediately, and 100,000 in the aftermath. Three days later, Nagasaki was similarly bombed. 

It would be appropriate to mark the occasion in your service today by:

· lighting a candle, 

· or having a minute’s silence 

· or including a prayer for peace
· or making cranes for peace Instructions for folding a paper crane 

Pray that this atrocity will never be repeated. Worship Resources from the Methodist General Board of Discipleship and Christian World Service.


	Introduction / Background
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NRSV= New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
	Colossians

This week we conclude our series through Paul’s letter to the Colossians. The whole series is outlined below:

The Centrality of Christ

14 July  
Founded in Christ
Colossians 1.1-14

21 July  
Reconciled in Christ
Colossians 1.14-28

28 July  
Growing in Christ
Colossians 2.6-19  (prepared by Ian Boddy)

4 August  
Clothed in Christ
Colossians 3.1-17

Next week we commence a short series following the lectionary readings from the letter to the Hebrews. The archived copies of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” provide a resource for those who wish to follow the readings from Luke’s gospel.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource that focuses on today’s gospel passage, Year C - Pentecost 10 - 50C (1 August 2010).
New clothes

How can we describe what it means for us to become followers of Jesus? 
John says it is like being born anew. Paul says it is like putting on new clothes. 
The normal word for putting on clothes (Greek: enduo) is twice used symbolically in Colossians chapter three. First Paul writes “you have stripped off the old self… and clothed yourself with the new self” (Colossians 3.10) and then he elaborates, “clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience…  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (Colossians 3.12 & 14 NRSV).

This metaphor of putting on new clothes is one that is repeated in the New Testament letters. In Romans we are told to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13.12-14 – but see also Galatians 3.27-28 and Ephesians 4.20-25). 
We know from our experience that in practice this is not so much a matter of being instantaneously transformed as being involved in continuous renewal as we daily seek to put on Christ.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version
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	“Hollywood!” the stadium crowd shouted.

The injured football player lay writhing on the ground. When he realised that the referee was completely ignoring him, he quickly leapt to his feet and resumed his playing position on the field. The incident proved the crowd was right. The big display of being injured was a complete put on. 

We usually use the term “put on” in a negative sense to indicate a sham performance, as in “she puts on airs and graces” or “he acted as though he was humble, but he was only putting it on.” But putting on a role is not necessarily negative. There are all sorts of circumstances where we may be called upon to put on a character that is not our own. 
A few years ago I was invited to a costume party at a residential home for adults with intellectual disabilities. I hired an Elvis Presley costume and tried to get into the Elvis role. The act went down a treat with the residents and, despite the fact that I am no singer, I was called upon to do several renditions of “Hound Dog”. The trouble was that, after a few hours of being Elvis, it was difficult to immediately jump out of the role. In fact, it was a bit lucky that my congregation didn’t get All shook up with an It’s now or never sermon the next day!
Those who are involved in dramatic presentations often find the same thing. If we act a role long enough, it becomes part of us. It changes our behaviour. And surely that is just what it means when we are encouraged in Scripture to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 13.14) It is an encouragement for us to…
Act as Christ would

We can’t escape the fact that we live in a world permeated by selfishness, greed violence and impurity. Our world is what the theologians call “fallen”. The call for us as followers of Jesus is to have our minds on a different reality.

During the 1990s it became a fad among American evangelicals to adopt the motto What Would Jesus Do? Carrying with it ideas similar to John Wesley’s Christian Perfection, the acronym wwjd began to appear on cheap jewellery, trinkets, car stickers and posters. While we may not warm to the faddishness or the trinkets, the question What Would Jesus Do? was, and still is, a very good one to ask. Trying to set our behaviour by what we imagine to be Jesus’ ethical compass is an appropriate way for his followers to act. Of course it doesn’t come naturally. We have to put it on. 
If, for example, we tend to be a bit hot-headed it could work like this: Someone is trying our patience. Inside we feel like we’ll shortly respond with an angry outburst. Instead we decide to put on an act of being patient. It’s not our way of reacting. It’s just an act. But when we repeatedly do this, it is behaviour that starts to become part of us. Just like my Elvis act, the longer I continued to put it on, the harder it was to come out of the role. When we practise acting differently it transforms both our behaviour and ourselves.
If we wish to be clothed in Christ it will mean resisting our old nature and putting on the new.

Resist the urges of the old nature
Paul describes this as putting off and putting on. “…you have stripped off the old self with its practices and clothed yourselves with the new self…” (Colossians 3.9-10). It is just like daily changing those dirty socks for clean ones. And so that we know exactly what sort of behaviour he is talking about that is unbecoming for a follower of Jesus, he gives us a list of vices to be put off. Then he follows this with a list of virtues to be put on.
These are the former ways of behaving that are discarded like an outfit of dirty clothes: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, (Colossians 3.5) anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive language and lying. (Colossians 3.8-9).

Given the prevalence in our society of rage and violence, the pervasiveness of internet pornography and our rampant consumerism, the list looks very twenty-first century! The instruction to Christians about how to respond to these vices is unambiguous: “Get rid of all such things” (Colossians 3.8).
The call to follow Christ is a matter of having a radically different life-style. The pressure to conform to the prevalent norms means that we can’t do that without a community of support. Which is why the church is so very important. Those who journey with us as followers of Jesus help us to resist the urges of the old nature and to…
Put on the new self every morning
If all we were given was a list of behaviours to avoid, dirty clothes to take off, we would be left cold and miserable. Unfortunately many people regard Christians as those who just live by a list of moral prohibitions. But the good news is that this section of the letter to the Colossians ends with the breaking down of barriers, a new sense of fellowship created and list of wonderful and positive behaviours to put on. 
It’s not just a change of clothes. It is a total renewal as, in Christ, the old social and racial divisions are broken down. “In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!” (Colossians 3.11). In the second message of this series from Colossians we talked about reconciliation. Faith in Christ breaks down the barriers between people. 
As we continue to daily put off the old nature and put on the new, change takes place. We become progressively renewed. Paul gives us a wonderful list of virtues to be put on. Every one of them speaks of the role we are to put on in our relationships with other people. Listen carefully to the list. In our interaction with others, followers of Jesus are called to act with: compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, love, peace and thankfulness. (Colossians 3.12-15)
And maybe those things don’t come easily or naturally to any of us. But we can put them on. And we can put on the Lord Jesus Christ. We can clothe ourselves with the new self and be renewed as individuals and as a community. 
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	A couple of ideas that relate to Peace Sunday:

· WWJD. One of the many parody spin-offs from the What Would Jesus Do? fad of the 1990s was the bumper sticker produced by the peace movement in the Gulf War era which asked Who Would Jesus Bomb?
· Peace sign. Often thought of as just a peace sign, the symbol on the left was originally designed as a logo for the British Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Gerald Holtom, a British designer made it for a 1958 march  to the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment in England by the Direct Action Committee against nuclear war. It was adopted at the inaugural meeting of the London Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. His original design is now held in the Peace Museum in Bradford.  Holtom explained that the symbol was made up of the semaphore signals for the letters "N" and "D" superimposed over one another. The “N’ and “D” stand for "nuclear disarmament". 
Max Lucado’s The Yay-Yuck Man (see below)
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Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	The Woodcutter’s Wisdom and Other Favorite Stories – Max Lucado

In this booklet, published in 1995, Max Lucado has a story The Yay-Yuck Man that fits today’s theme. It tells of a man called Bob who had to keep putting on different coats to please others. Read the story on maxlucardo.com (scroll down). There’s even a set of helpful study questions at the end.
Clothed With Christ - Genevieve Falleur
French-Canadian musician Genevieve Falleur has a track called Clothed with Christ that matches nicely today’s theme. It is off her 2010 Whosoever Will album. This track is suitable for playing in church this Sunday to set the scene for your service. Listen and watch on YouTube


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Costumes

· Get one or two people to appear in character costumes at the beginning of the service and to act in role. Give a short explanation by adapting the material from the children’s section below.
· Have a display of costumes at the front of the church

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC: Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
WOV = AHB


	Hymns & Songs

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Bring peace to us FFS 7ii

Christ has changed the world’s direction HIOS 15

Christ is the world’s true light WOV 178; H&P 456

Come let us with our Lord arise MHB 661; WOV 297; H&P 575
God of almighty love MHB 595; H&P 793
God you are clothed with light WOV 423

I bind unto myself today MHB 392; WOV 454; H&P 695
I come with joy to meet my Lord WOV 452; H&P 610
In Christ there is no east or west WOV 391; H&P 758; CMP 329

Is this the end of the world? AA74

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Jesus we look to thee MHB 718; WOV 369; H&P 760
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; 

     S1 311    
Lift up your hearts to things above MHB 722; H&P 820
May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887
May the peace (benediction) S4 1985
My life is in you, Lord CMP 895; S1 368

Our Father hear our longing prayer MHB 739

Our life is hid with Christ MHB 823

Peace child  COC 35

Put on the garment of praise SIS 300

Rock of ages cleft for me MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S1 950

Rock of ages cleft for me (adapted Kendrick) S1 951

Where shall be found  HIOS 151


	Prayers
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	Collects 
Almighty God, 

your Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence. 

Give us new hearts and constant wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship

Let us give thanks to the Lord

for he is good

and his steadfast love endures forever.

Come, all God’s people

from the east and the west

from the north and the south

and praise him

for he has rescued us from trouble.
New life in Christ

We have been raised with Christ

Therefore we seek the things that are above 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God
We set our minds on things that are above

Not on things that are on earth
for we have died, and our life is hidden with Christ in God
When Christ who is our life is revealed 

Then we also will be revealed with him in glory

We have stripped off the old self with its practices 

We have clothed ourselves with the new self
which is being renewed in knowledge 

according to the image of its creator
Based on Colossians 3. 1-10

The Lord is good to his people – Psalm 107 (selection)
Shout praises to the Lord!

He is good to us,
and his love never fails.

Everyone the Lord has rescued
from trouble should praise him,
everyone he has brought
from the east and the west,
the north and the south.

Some of you were lost
in the scorching desert,
You were hungry and thirsty
and about to give up.
You were in serious trouble,
but you prayed to the Lord,
and he rescued you.

You should praise the Lord for his love
 and for the wonderful things he does for all of us.

To everyone who is thirsty,
he gives something to drink;
to everyone who is hungry,
he gives good things to eat.

Be wise! Remember this
and think about the kindness
of the Lord.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Peace prayer

We thank you Lord this morning for the political peace that we enjoy XE "We thank you Lord  this morning for the political peace that we enjoy" :

The predictability of much of our lives

So that we can be confident in our basic freedoms

we can make choices for ourselves


we can spend our time the way we want to

And as we enjoy the peace: the lack of a threat to our internal security

We remember our brothers and sisters in other countries for whom this is not true:


For whom every day is a nightmare of finding food, education, shelter


For whom the threat of injury and death is real


For whom peace of heart and mind is a distant memory 
            and a seemingly impossible dream

We thank you Lord for the peace of mind that we enjoy as part of our lives:

And we acknowledge those dark corners where fears lurk 


and our personal peace is threatened:


Where intimations of physical frailty loom large, 


and our bodies begin to let us down

Where shadows from past hurts darken our enjoyment of present sunshine

Where we worry… and fret… and do not rest with peaceful hearts.

Teach us, Lord, to find our rest in you:


to know your love 


to see your hand 


to breathe your breath, 


inhale your peace

to take into our very beings what it means to follow you in spirit and truth

We ask for your peace upon our community… our city… our nation… our world

We ask that we may know how to be bearers of glad tidings of peace and joy

in your name 

Amen 

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)



	Communal 

Sharing
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	When it comes to the offering time in your service this Sunday, pause for a moment to recognise the privileged place we (New Zealand church communities) occupy and the accompanying global responsibilities that this position entails.  
Offering prayer
Sometimes we receive without thinking XE "Sometimes we receive without thinking" :

As if it is our right to receive, our right to have resources and the freedom to distribute them as we please

Sometimes we forget that our brothers and sisters across the globe do not have these choices:

And that that lack of resources forces them to make choices that are not good choices, not healthy choices, not choices that build a world reflecting your love and grace  

Sometimes we forget our freedom of choice affects others: 
sometimes we forget that our greed and our desire for choices means that others do not have choices

In this moment of receiving from your bounty, 

and of choosing to return in love some of these resources to you

We pause

in gratitude

to declare our solemn intent to make good choices

to receive with joy

to choose to share

because it is an issue of justice

but also in love, because we know we are loved

Amen

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
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	Costumes
Ask if any of the children have been to a costume party. What/who did they dress up as? It’s great fun dressing up and pretending to be someone else. 
If you have access to a costume – a pirate or superman or similar – put it on and act in role for a while. Point out to the children that when you took off your jacket and put on the superman shirt you started acting differently. That’s like what the Bible tells us all to do.

Read Colossians 3.10-11: “you have stripped off the old self with its practices and clothed yourself with the new self”. 
We are to strip off bad behaviour. Things like getting angry, telling lies and saying nasty things we are to put off, just like I took off my jacket. Instead we are to act differently. We are to be kind and patient and loving. And sometimes we won’t feel like behaving differently, so we have to act. Just like I was acting out the superman character when I put on a superman shirt. As we begin to act in loving ways, it pleases God and he begins to change us and make us into loving people.
Prayer:
     Lord Jesus
     When we are feeling angry

     and when we feel like saying mean things

     help us to put on love and kindness

     and to please you in the things we do and say

     Amen

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  (Scroll to the bottom of the page for a children’s worship bulletin) 

	PowerPoint
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	What Would Jesus Do? 
Alternative poster
Cartoons from reverendfun: url; boy Jesus
Google appropriate images of costumes
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman.  Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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