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Sunday 28 April 2013
Last words:  1. Love one another
Year C - Easter 5 - 35C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Psalm 148  An exhortation for all creatures to praise the Lord. “All creation, come praise the name of the Lord. Praise his name alone. The glory of God is greater than heaven and earth.”
Revelation 21:1-6 John’s vision of a new heaven and a new earth. “God will make his home among his people. He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain.”
Acts 11.1-18 Peter reports to the people in the church in Jerusalem and tells them how the Gentiles in Caesarea accepted the gospel message and received the Holy Spirit. 
John 13:31-35 After Judas has left the group to betray him, Jesus gives the remaining disciples this new commandment, “You must love each other, just as I have loved you.”
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Easter 5 - 35C (2 May 2010).



	Introduction / Background
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	Keep positive
“Love one another as I have loved you.” 
Sadly, on hearing this command of Jesus, many church leaders will immediately think of times when a lack of love in congregational life has had disastrous repercussions. Not much good will come from re-telling these stories today! 
So your task this week is to look for specific examples of selfless love. Who do you know that has stopped to help someone in need? Who has made a meal for someone who is unwell… or done some housework for a struggling mum? Cite examples from your own congregation of where you have seen this love in action. These examples will inspire others to similarly rise to the occasion and go and do likewise. 
Jesus’ upper room discourses

Today’s gospel passage takes us to the beginning of a series of upper room discourses that are recorded by John (John 13.31 - 17.25). In these Jesus prepares his disciples for his departure. Some commentators have found difficulty with the chronological sequence of these discourses and speculate that John has them in the wrong order, but such concerns of the twenty-first century mind are absent from John’s thinking. The lectionary follows these passages over the next five Sundays, juggling the order, to give us a series:
28 April
Love one another 
John 13.31-35

5 May

Keep my word
            John 14.23-29

12 May
Be one

            John 17.20-26

19 May
Pentecost

John 14.8-17

26 May
Trinity


John 16.12-15

Today we are focussing on Jesus’ commandment that his disciples should love one another. “I am giving you a new command,” said Jesus. The commandment to love one another, in itself, was hardly new. “Love your neighbour as yourself” goes back to the Law of Moses (Leviticus 19.18) and this commandment is repeated by Jesus (Mark 12.31 and Matthew 22.39). There are also several other places in the New Testament where we are instructed to “love one another” (see below), but it is the addition of “as I have loved you” that makes this commandment new. 
The word “maundy” that we use to describe the last Thursday of Lent is Latin for “commandment” and this ecclesiastical use of the word as an adjective is based on today’s gospel reading. (Mandātum novum dō vōbīs - I’m giving you a new commandment - John 31.34.)


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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See another approach to today’s reading in the 21 April 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website
“…serve one another 
 with love” 
Galatians 5.13
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	We arrive at our passage from John’s gospel today right in the middle of high drama. Jesus shocked his disciples by taking a towel and wrapping it around his waist, as the lowest of servants would do. And then with a basin of water he went around the group and one by one washed their feet. Although they couldn’t at the time understand what was happening, he told them that what he was doing was setting them an example. They were to now act towards one another in the same way that he had acted towards them. 

Then, reclining with his friends to eat the evening meal, Jesus took a piece of bread and dipped it and handed it to Judas. “Hurry and do what you have to do,” Jesus said. Once again the others didn’t understand what was going on – but Judas took the bread and quickly went out into the night on his infamous and sorrowful quest of betrayal. 
It is sandwiched between the humility of the foot washing and the agony of the crucifixion we read Jesus’ command, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
The context shouts of service and self-sacrifice. How could anybody, apart from Christ, possibly love like that? The bar seems to be too high. 
We know that we can do no end of loving things for the people we like when everything is going well. But washing the dirty feet of a traitor and then forgiving those that crucify him – well, that’s okay for the Son of God, but we are not made of that sort of stuff.  

For just that reason we need to look for resources beyond ourselves and…

Receive God’s love
The faultiness inherent in human nature, combined with the fact that we have  differences in personality, culture and outlook, means that inevitability even in church life we will run into difficulties and conflicts in our relationships some other people. People will offend us, annoy us, disappoint us and even dislike us. So what can we do?
Jesus makes it clear: “You must love each other just as I have loved you.”
Of course, we don’t feel like loving those who annoy us. And any two people trying to love one another from their own resources in this way would be like two empty buckets trying to fill each other.

So we must begin to act in faith, believing that God’s marvellous resources of love will flow through us. That happens when we start to do acts of kindness toward those that we don’t feel like loving. 

Why would anyone do acts of kindness to someone who annoys them?

Because the commandment is unambiguous:  “You must love each other just as I have loved you.”

This is the witness of the church. “If you love one another everyone will know that you are my disciples.” (John 13.35)

It is by our selfless acts of love and service that Christian fellowship is made, rifts are healed and the church grows. 
If we are going to take seriously this command of Jesus, first of all we must…
Know one other
A stranger on the street hands me a tract as I pass him by and declares, “I love you brother.” 

What does that mean? 

It means nothing. 
That person doesn’t love me… the person doesn’t even know me. 

But if my sister, from my own family, looks me in the eye and says, “I love you Andrew,” that means a whole lot. She grew up with me. She knows my history, my weaknesses and my strengths. To say she loves me speaks of genuine affection, acceptance and commitment to me. When I hear a declaration like that I want to respond in some way to show my appreciation.
The point is that for Christian fellowship to work we have to get to know each other. Appearing together for an hour on Sunday and sitting in rows looking at the back of each other’s heads is not going to do it! In a smaller church it is possible to get to know each other as we meet week by week over morning tea. In a bigger congregation there has to be some small group activities for us to be able to function relationally as Christ intended. It is as we meet in each other’s homes, in cafes and in social situations that we get to know each other’s dreams, aspirations, hopes and joys as well as each other’s worries, fears, and burdens. It is this knowledge that is the basis of a love that is expressed in the way we…
Serve one other
We may think of love as that warm fuzzy feeling that can be evoked inside us by another person. As wonderful as the feeling may be, it is often also fleeting. The love that we see demonstrated in the person of Jesus is something altogether more substantial and muscular. This is love that is seen in acts of compassion, service and sacrifice. 
What is required by this command to love one another is not a closeted Christianity that aims to protect itself and keep itself pure and free from all evil, but a robust faith that rolls up its sleeves and does good by serving other members of the community. It was the rich young man who kept all the commandments who also left Christ in a saddened state (Matthew 19.16-22)  – for it was not enough. 
It is never enough. 
Love demands service and action. Depending on our abilities, Christ’s command may mean for us such diverse things as:

· visiting the sick, 
· mending a fence for an elderly church member 
· or giving ourselves to pray for someone in trouble. 
These things require time. They are inconvenient. They don’t fit easily into our busy routines. “As I have loved you” – we look to the cross for our inspiration. 
It is by our acts of loving service that others will be able to see we really are disciples of Christ. “If you love one another everyone will know that you are my disciples.” (John 13.35)
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St Jerome 345-419
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	Little children love one another

The word translated “little children” (John 13.33) is a diminutive of “children” and is only found here in the gospels. It is a term used to express deep affection and appears here because Jesus is beginning to tell the disciples about his immanent death.  It seems to be a favourite expression of John. He uses it seven times in the letter we call 1 John. This gives rise to speculation that it is John’s word put here on the lips of Jesus in his gospel. Fourth Century biblical scholar, Jerome, in his commentary on Galatians tells us:

     When John tarried in Ephesus to extreme old age, and could only with difficulty

     be carried to the church in the arms of his disciples, and was unable to give 

     utterance to many words, he used to say no more at their several meetings 

     than this: “Little children love one another.” At length the disciples and fathers 
     who were there, wearied with always hearing the same words, said, “Master, 

     why dost thou always say this?” 

     “It is the Lord’s command,” was his reply. “And if this be done it is enough.”

The Jerome quotation comes from William Barclay, All the Master’s Men (London: SCM, 1959) p36.

Everyone will know that you are my disciples – the expansion of the early church
In his book The rise of Christianity, sociologist Rodney Stark seeks to explain the dramatic growth of the church during its first three centuries…

“Christianity revitalized life in Greco-Roman cities by providing new norms and new kinds of social relationships able to cope with many urgent problems. To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished, Christianity offered charity as well as hope. To cities filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity offered an immediate basis for attachment. To cities filled with orphans and widows,  Christianity provided a new and expanded sense of family. To cities torn by violent ethnic strife, Christianity offered a new basis for social solidarity. And to cities faced with epidemics, fire, and earthquakes, Christianity offered effective nursing services… For what they brought was not simply an urban movement, but a new culture capable of making life in Greco-Roman cities more tolerable.” 

Rodney Stark, The rise of Christianity, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996) p161.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	One another 

The word “one another” (Greek: allelous) is closely connected with New Testament Christianity. This is indicative of the fact that the Christian faith is concerned more with how we live together in community than with the solitary spiritual life. Those leading worship this week would be enriched by spending some time considering the “one anothers” of scripture. Have a careful look through this list. Ask:

· What is God saying to me and my congregation through this list?

· What instructions are repeated? (NB “Love one another” occurs  eight times… plus there are a few “love each others”) 

· What other repetitions are there? 
· What does that say about their importance?
· What other verbs are associated with “one another”?

· Most are positive, but what are the negative verbs joined to “one another”? 
Music tracks to match today’s theme: 

· Helping Hand by Amy Grant off her 1994 House of Love album  read the lyrics. listen on YouTube.
· Does anybody hear her by Casting Crowns off their 2005 album Lifesong might work with the youth group Read the lyrics. listen on YouTube.
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	Place a bowl of MacIntosh’s toffees at the entrance of the church with a sign saying, “Please take one” so that people can help themselves on their way into church today.
Wait until the end of the service before commenting. 
Tell of John MacIntosh who started making his toffees in Yorkshire in 1890. His aim of getting a toffee that is neither too hard nor too soft has brought the brand (now owned by Nestle) international success. The toffees are today manufactured in England, Switzerland and New Zealand, but they are not available in the USA. They come in bags of mixed flavours and the flavour is easily identified by the colour of the wrapping. The flavours are: Toffee (Red), Harrogate (Yellow), Mint (Green), Egg & Cream (Orange), Coconut (Pink) and Malt (Blue).
Ask people to think about what flavour toffee they took as they came into church. We all have our own preferences. I find that the Egg & Cream toffees seem to disappear quickly but the Malt ones are usually the last to go. However, my in-laws always leave the Coconut ones, which I love.
Now think for a moment about people in the church. Just like the toffees we are naturally drawn to some people more than to others. We make easy conversation with people that we know and with whom we have a lot in common. However, to be a group that is known for its love for one another we have to do better than just being drawn to our favourites all the time. 
This morning as people go to morning tea after the service suggest that everyone makes a point of engaging someone in conversation who they would not normally talk to on a Sunday morning.



	Music
AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment I give unto you WOV 8; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23   
Behold the tabernacle of God SIS 82
Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Christ is the foundation MHB 981

Christ from whom all blessings flow MHB 720; WOV 364; H&P 764
Christians are all kinds of people HIOS 16

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Eternal beam of light divine MHB 496

Father make us one SIS 153; CMP 137; S3 1200

Filled with the Spirit’s power, with one accord WOV 328; H&P 314
God is love WOV 93; H&P 36; CMP 187

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712

Let there be love SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317

Like a father watching over me WOV 119

Love divine MHB 431; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343

Now let us from this table rise WOV 450; H&P 619
O God our Father, throned on high WOV 534

The church’s one foundation WOV 385; 

This is my will WOV 401

We are many we are one  FFS 67

We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539

We are one in the bond of love SIS 134

You stepped down from heaven’s glory S4 2179



	Prayers
 
	Collects 
Eternal God, giver of love and peace, 

you call your children to live together as one family. 

Give us grace to learn your ways 

and to do your will, 

that we may bring justice and peace to all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Lord, you have taught us 

that all our doings without love are worth nothing.

Send your Holy Spirit, 

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues; 

through Jesus Christ our lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)

God, who is love,

your commands to love you

and to love our neighbour as ourselves,

are both demanding and world changing.

Let my love for you

know no boundary.

Let my love for my neighbour

pervade my relationships.

Let it define who we are,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Psalm 148.1-13
Shout praises to the Lord!
    Shout the Lord’s praises
    in the highest heavens. 

All of you angels,
and all who serve him above,
    come and offer praise.

Sun and moon,
and all of you bright stars,
    come and offer praise.
Highest heavens, and the water
above the highest heavens,
    come and offer praise.

Let all things praise
    the name of the Lord,
    because they were created
    at his command.

He made them to last forever,
    and nothing can change
    what he has done.

All creatures on earth,
you obey his commands,
    so come praise the Lord!

Sea monsters and the deep sea,
fire and hail, snow and frost,
    and every stormy wind,
    come praise the Lord!

All mountains and hills,
    fruit trees and cedars,
every wild and tame animal,
all reptiles and birds,
    come praise the Lord!

Every king and every ruler,
    all nations on earth,
every man and every woman,
young people and old,
    come praise the Lord!

All creation, come praise
the name of the Lord.


Praise his name alone.
The glory of God is greater
    than heaven and earth.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society
Benediction

Jesus said, “Love one another”
So go from this place hand in hand

Care as much about each other as you do about yourselves

Go in the presence of the Lord God himself

And may his Spirit bless you on your way

And give you the power to do all that he wants you to do

Amen


	Communal 

Sharing
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	A working bee for the church
As a practical expression of loving care, organise a working bee for the church. No, not for the purpose of maintenance on the church building, but for the church, the people. Approach the elderly, the infirm, the solos and the new immigrants in your congregation and see if there are household chores that they need help with. Then gather all the able-bodied folk one Saturday with all the necessary tools and go about tidying gardens, painting fences, doing ironing and baking, fixing rooves, mowing lawns, cleaning windows, changing light-bulbs, doing odd jobs and generally demonstrating how we love one another. 
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	Post-it note list 
Ask the children if they can tell you any of their school rules. You might have to suggest things to get them started like: 

    When indoors students must walk
    Cell phones must be turned off in class

    Jewellery is not permitted at school

    Walking pace only around the pool…

What about road rules? 

    Keep to the left hand side of the road

    Keep to the speed limit…

Do they have rules at home? 

    Do your homework before watching television

    No running with scissors…

As it is suggested, write each rule on a post-it note and stick it on the wall. Get the children to try and arrange all your rules in order of importance by putting the most important rules at the top and the least important at the bottom.

Now read what Jesus said in John 13.34
      I am giving you a new command. You must love each other, just as I have 
      loved you.
Write Love each other on a post-it note and place it above all the others. 
Finish by leading in a prayer:


Lord God, 


you want us to love each other


just like Jesus loved.


He was kind to outcasts and needy people


and even forgave people when they were mean to him.


That’s a difficult kind of love


and we need your help.


Help us to show our love by what we do:


to speak kind words even when we’re feeling grumpy


to do good things even when people are mean to us


and to be friendly toward people who are lonely or excluded


In Jesus name


Amen.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  - scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word or PDF.


	PowerPoint
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	It’s a bit cheesy, but you might like to use this love your neighbour clip from YouTube. 
Cartoons from reverendfun: Love your neighbour, great shirt.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 0064 9 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
8
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