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Sunday 14 April 2013
Gone fishing
Year C - Easter 3 - 33C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Acts 9.1-20 The story of the conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus. He sets out to persecute Christians but after he meets the Lord he starts to spread the gospel.
Psalm 30 A psalm in which David gives thanks for the salvation of the Lord. “You have turned my sorrow into joyful dancing.”
Revelation 5:11-14  John’s vision of the throne of God. Every creature joins the song of praise. “Praise, honour, glory, and strength forever and ever to the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb!”
John 21:1-19  After the resurrection Jesus appeared a third time to his disciples when they were fishing at Lake Tiberias. Following an enormous catch of fish they shared breakfast on the beach where Jesus commissioned Simon as shepherd of his flock.
In the archived Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website you will find a previous “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” resource for today’s passages, Year C – Easter 3 - 33C (18 April 2010).


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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St Augustine 354-430
[image: image2.jpg]




	The resurrection body
As was mentioned in the Easter Day edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”, it is in the accounts of the resurrection that we find the gospel records at their most divergent. None of the other gospel writers record the incidents in Galilee that are recorded by today’s reading from John’s gospel. There are however some interesting parallels. Luke does record the resurrected Lord eating fish with his disciples (Luke 24.42-43) when he appeared to them behind closed doors in Jerusalem. In both Matthew and Mark the disciples are instructed that the resurrected Lord would go ahead of them to Galilee (Matthew 28.7 and Mark 16.7).
If we understand people as living bodies, and having an essential unity, rather than being “souls” wrapped in the physical form called a body, we are able to make sense of both Christ’s resurrection and ours. When Christ was crucified, he died. When my body dies, I die – the whole of me. And when we are resurrected “he will make these poor bodies of ours like his own glorious body.” 
Philippians 3.21 CEV
Augustine and 153 fish
“Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them.” John 21 11

Those with a bent towards mathematics may be interested to know that 153 is a triangular number. By adding 1+2+3+4… up to 17 the total arrived at is153. According to Augustine’s elaborate and fanciful interpretation, this is significant because 17 is 10+7 and 10 is the number for the Law while 7 is the number for grace. So… according to Augustine’s allegorical exposition, by the Law and by grace the complete number will be gathered into the Kingdom of God, just as the fish were gathered into the net.
Others have suggested 153 is supposed to represent all the different species of fish in the sea and still others the number of nations the ancients believed there to be in the world.

A miraculous catch?

John doesn’t suggest that this haul of fish is a miracle. By the careful construction of John’s gospel he records only seven miracles and calls them “signs” and this incident is not one of them. A “sign” points to something, and John’s are each chosen to show us something about the nature of God as revealed in the person of Jesus. 
It has been suggested that maybe a person on the shore could spot a school of fish that was invisible to those who were out on the lake. By this understanding, Jesus is just giving the disciples his observational advice. There are however similarities between this incident and the miraculous catch of fish recorded in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 5.1-11).


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
See another approach to today’s reading in the 14 April 2013 sermon on Bill Peddie’s website

	When he appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem, the resurrected Lord instructed them to go north to Galilee where he would meet them again. Having followed his directive, in today’s gospel reading seven of the disciples are now by Lake Tiberius. They are back in home territory. The locals who knew them and had watched them follow Jesus through his years of ministry would have no doubt remarked on their homecoming. 
     “So you thought your Messiah was going to change the world, did you? In the 
     end your adventure was just a waste of time. See – his ideas have come to
     nothing!”
And the discipes must have been puzzled. The risen Lord had met with them. He had called them to a great mission. Now the days were slowly going by and nothing… nothing was happening. This was not what they had expected. As they talked together their minds were full of questions and doubts. 

They were back at their old fishing spot. As they watched, the familiar boats of other fishermen headed out early in the day with their nets. They saw them return with their catch and count the fish on the shore and spread the nets out to clean them for the following day’s work. Eventually Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing!”

The others said, “Okay, we’ll come too.”

They went out at night and their hands quickly returned to the tasks with which they were so familiar… hoisting sails and casting nets. This had been their daily routine years earlier, when Jesus had appeared and called them on a mission with greater challenges and greater excitement than they could have imagined. 
As they return to their old tasks we can imagine that there is a feeling that their adventure is now lost somehow. And how despondent they must feel when, in addition to their perplexity, all their best efforts to at least return with a catch of fish come to nothing. They chase around their favourite spots through the night but cast after cast brings up empty nets.
Then, as the first rays of light are appearing across the eastern horizon, the sound of a voice from the shore is carried across the calm water.

     “G’morning lads! You catch anything?”

They answer together with a word, “No.”
     “Throw your nets off the right side of the boat and you’ll get some.”

And when they do they catch so many fish that they are unable to haul the net in. John immediately recognises the stranger on the shore as the resurrected Lord and, when he tells the others, Peter – always impulsive – dives into the lake and swims ashore. The others follow in the boat dragging the full net behind them. On the beach Jesus is barbequing fish over a charcoal fire. He suggests that they add some of their catch and he offers them cooked fish and bread for breakfast. When they drag the net to shore they find that it contains 153 large fish.
Live with hope
There is no sense in which this resurrected Christ can be regarded as an apparition, or as a vision, or as just some presence “in spirit”. The tomb was empty and from the grave came a real person in a real body. The sort of person that lights a fire on the beach and cooks some fish so you can have breakfast together with him. 
Jesus conquered death and is alive. 
That is the source of our faith. 
His resurrection foreshadows ours. 
That is the great Christian hope. His resurrection is the reason we live with hope.
This story also encourages us to hold on to our dreams. It was after Jesus had told his disciples that they were to be sent on a great mission that there followed this time of delay and perplexity. So Peter suggested that they should go back to the old job… But it wasn’t too long afterwards that their dream was fulfilled. 
We are looking forward now to the season of Pentecost when we will remember this same fisherman, Peter, standing up on the day of Pentecost and preaching a message that saw 3000 people surrender their lives to the Way of Christ. The message from this little band of fishermen, who had felt so dejected, spread like wild fire and turned the whole world up-side down! 

So surely the message to us here this morning is not to give up on our dreams. Hold on tight to your dreams. Persevere with those things in front of you in the meantime – but keep an eye out for Christ calling you on. Live with hope!

Find Christ in the mundane
Like so many incidents in the gospels, this story of the disciples going fishing has a strange mixture of the wonderful and the mundane. It is when Peter and his friends return to their familiar daily duties that their Lord appears. They have been labouring on, fishing without results, and are disappointed with their failure. Then Christ comes and he brings with him God’s blessing on their routine tasks.

You and I also know times of failure and disappointment. Here, in this story, we have an encouragement to persist in the tasks before us - whether that be at the place we work, in the home, or in the church – and look out for the resurrected one who brings his blessing to our daily round. The concern of Christ extends to the fishing trip, the overdue accounts at work and the worn out furniture in your home… it extends to trouble in the home, the wayward children in your family and the problems of your work-mates.
While those present were enjoying the company of the resurrected Christ, someone was counting fish. There were 153 of them. Why was someone counting the fish? Presumably, because the catch had to be divided between the fishermen and sold.  
Isn’t that just like us? Christ comes to us in the middle of the most mundane tasks. The separation that we make between sacred and secular is completely artificial. This incident shows us that God’s blessing is on our daily duties and we can find Christ in the most mundane of activities.
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	“Let your net down on the right side of your boat, and you will catch some fish.”
                                                                                                          John 21.6  
Regular readers of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will know that I am an enthusiastic, albeit infrequent, fisherman. On several occasions I have been out boat-fishing and on one side of the boat I’m having a great time pulling in good pan-sized snapper while a companion is on the other side and isn’t even getting a bite. The conversation might go something like this:
     “How about we swap sides for while Andrew?”

     “No way!”

You can understand that I am not going to want to change while things are going so well. On the other hand it’s understandable that my companion would want to change when he’s catching nothing. If we are both catching nothing, after a while we will up-anchor and try somewhere else.

As churches we haven’t always learned the same lesson. Often times we’ve stopped catching new-comers… but we’ve kept on trying the same things. Usually that means we’ll try to hold nice worship services and hope new folk will come along. On the whole, those without a Christian backgrounds stopped dropping in to church a couple of generations ago! The message is if we are not catching anything, we must stop fishing in the same way. We need to do something differently. We can begin by asking, “where do the people in our neighbourhood meet?” and “what are their interests?” By asking such questions some churches have initiated involvement in their communities by things as diverse as playgroups for pre-schoolers, services in retirement homes and neighbourhood watch groups. Sometimes we just have to try something different from what we’ve always done. 
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	Hold on tight to your dreams by Electric Light Orchestra is a track that could be used to set the scene or to illustrate today’s theme. It comes from their 1981 album Time. Read the lyrics. There are several clips on YouTube but this one is worth viewing and suitable for using in your service. 
A couple of other songs that ride the theme of “hope”:

Stuck in a moment by U2 from their 2001 album All that you can’t leave behind.
     And if the night runs over
     And if the day won't last
     And if your way should falter
     Along this stony pass
     It's just a moment
     This time will pass
Read all the lyrics. Listen on YouTube
It’s gonna be alright by American gospel singer Sara Groves from her 2005 album Add to the beauty.
Listen on YouTube. Read the lyrics


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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Visual aids
To set the scene for today’s gospel story drape a fishing net at the front of the church and display a small barbeque nearby.
Biggest catch

Another way to introduce your theme today would be to prearrange with some of the fishermen in the congregation to tell of their biggest catch in your service. They could tell their stories (complete with the expected fishing story exaggerations). Or, if you have a good number of fishing types you could ask for photographic evidence and display the photos of their catches around the church – or project them.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice = AHB

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

Blessing and honour CMP 976; S1 54
Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! S1 67

Come let us to the Lord our God MHB 342; WOV 490

Come let us with our Lord arise MHB 661; H&P 575; WOV 297

Come risen Lord WOV 442

God moves in a mysterious way MHB 503; WOV 54; H&P 65; CMP 193; S2 700

In Christ alone S3 1311

I see the king of glory S4 1898

Jesus is king CMP 366; S1 283

Jesus stand among us in your risen power MHB 684; H&P 530; CMP 380

Jesus stand among us at the meeting of our lives SIS 427; CMP 381
O what a gift WOV 213; CMP 526
Rockin’ the boat HIOS 117

You are worthy (Thou art worthy) SIS 50; CMP 696
The Galilean fishers toil MHB 509
There is a hope so sure S3 1539

This is my desire S1 515

Toku wairau, oho mai WOV 664

We wait in hope for you S4 2123
Where the light of Easter Day HIOS 153

Worthy is the lamb SIS 328


	Prayers

	Call to worship

Based on Psalm 30.4 & 12.
Praise the Lord with songs
    and honour his holy name.

 Thank him from your heart,
    and never stop
    singing the praises,
    of your Lord and God.

Collects 
God of life and love, 

your Son made himself known to his disciples 

in the breaking of the bread.

Open our eyes that we may see him 

in his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever. Amen.



© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Jesus is present                    

Christ Jesus,

to have you among us

is a scary proposal.

You were supposed to be 

dead and buried.

Now you are here

greeting us with peace.
Together:
Resurrected Christ,

like the Treaty of Waitangi

having status in the courts again,

when your story lives among us

you are present in our lives

as a vibrant partner.

Attune us to your spirit, 

to witness and disclose the new life,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Exalted Lord
Exalted Lord

Sacrificial Lamb

You are worthy to receive power, and wealth, 
wisdom, and strength!

We honour you, glorify you

and bring you our praises.

You reign enthroned
and, to you, all praise is due

forever and ever. Amen

Confession

Loving God

You are gracious and merciful and forgiving

You came seeking us when we had no thought for you

We confess that we get carried along by the spirit of our age

We think so much of what we may possess

So little of what we have to give

So much of the immediate

So little of the eternal

So much of ourselves

So little of you

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

We crave that others would think well of us, 

We want so much to make a good impression

We have so much concern for our reputation

So little for yours

We think so often of how others could serve our needs

So little of how we can serve others

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.

Strengthen us through the tests that we face

Deliver us from conformity to the standards of those outside your kingdom 

Send your Spirit 

so that we may be uncompromising in our worship and service of you

Make our lip-service into reality

that here and now we would live as your people

owned by you, and joyfully celebrating your life.

In Christ’s name. Amen



	Communal 

Sharing
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	Have a fish breakfast this Sunday
Before the service today arrange to gather for a breakfast of fish. Read or tell the story, from John 21, when the risen Lord met the disciples and cooked them a breakfast of fish and bread. If you live near the sea, or near a lake, gather together there at sunrise. Take a portable barbeque and cook the fish on the shore. Get some whole fish (buy or catch them) and wrap them in foil with butter and seasoning. Take fresh bread and disposable plates, knives and forks. You might like to celebrate an informal Holy Communion beforehand and make this into a significant and memorable outdoor church event.

 

	Children
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	With God’s help
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(You will need a bag of chocolate spratz. These can often be bought bagged, or look for them in the bulk bin at the supermarket. Those in the picture on the right are foil wrapped and presently available from The Warehouse.)
Hold up the bag of spratz and get the children to guess how many in the bag. 
Write down the children’s names with their guesses.
Now tell (or read from a children’s Bible - John 21.14) the story of Jesus appearing to the disciples after he was resurrected. 

The disciples had fished all night and caught nothing. Things sure hadn’t worked out the way they wanted them to. It was only when they took Jesus’ advice and put the nets out on the other side of the boat that they had such a big catch of fish. They had 153 big ones! 

Sometimes it is the same with us. Things don’t work out the way we want them to, or the way that we expect. Like the disciples who threw their nets out on the other side of the boat, we have to learn to seek God’s help and do things his way.
Pray

Lord God teach us how to be your followers

To listen for your voice

And do things your way

Amen
Open the bag of spratz and count the number inside. Give each of the children one and an extra one to the child who guessed closest to the correct number.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  - scroll down to the bottom of the page to “Worship Bulletin” to get a printable activity sheet on today’s readings in MS Word or PDF.
See the Brick Testament story below.



	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	In Christian art: The miracle of the catch by Duccio (14th Century)
Jesus cooks fish on the shore
Today’s gospel story from the brick testament in 21 slides

Fishing cartoons from reverendfun: effective networking; fish on the other side; go fishing



[image: image11.png]


© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

