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Sunday 9 September 2012
Daily Discipleship – Act Right
Year B - Pentecost 15 - 55B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Proverbs 22.1-2,8-9,22-23 It is better to have a good name than to be rich. The Lord defends the poor and blesses those who share their food with them.
Psalm 125 Those who trust in the Lord will not be shaken. “The Lord protects his people by holding them in his arms.”
James 2.1-17 James warns against treating rich people better than others. “Faith that doesn’t lead us to do good deeds is all alone and dead!”
Mark 7.24-37 Jesus responded to a Greek woman’s faith and by healing her daughter. Then a man who was deaf and could hardly talk was brought to Jesus and he was also healed.
A theme of helping the poor and needy runs through all four of our lectionary readings today. 

Season of Creation – 2nd Sunday in Creation - Humanity Sunday

Excellent resources for this are to be found on:

· the season of creation website 

· and on textweek
· and on the let all creation praise website. 
2012 Theme: The Word in creation

Sept 2 

1st Sunday in Creation
Planet Earth Sunday
Sept 9 
            2nd Sunday in Creation
Humanity Sunday
Sept 16 
3rd Sunday in Creation
Sky Sunday
Sept 23 
4th Sunday in Creation 
Social Justice Sunday
Sept 30 
5th Sunday in Creation 
Blessing of the Animals
Oct 7

Final Sunday in Creation
River Sunday

If you are following the Season of Creation, Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz.


	Introduction / Background
[image: image1.jpg]



Martin Luther
(1483-1546) was a German priest and theologian whose “95 theses” became the catalyst for the European Reformation.
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible

	September  - The Letter of James 

Through the month of September the lectionary readings take us to the little Epistle of James.  “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the James readings, looking at “Daily Discipleship” under the headings outlined below:

2 Sept

James 1

Pass the test

9 Sept

James 2

Act right

16 Sept 
James 3

Speak right

23 Sept 
James 4

Be humble

30 Sept 
James 5

Pray

I suggest that you extend the Bible readings to include the whole of the chapter each week, so that through the month of September the whole letter is covered. 
Justified by works?
We can understand why Martin Luther had trouble accepting this little letter of James when we read in it “a person is justified by works” (James 2.24 NRSV). The great moment of Luther’s illumination came when he was studying Paul’s letter to the Romans. Through Romans 1.17 he came to understand that a person was justified by their faith. “At this I felt myself straightway born afresh and to have entered through the open gates into paradise itself.” 
James seems to be in direct contradiction to Paul. But what James is attacking is the sort of faith that doesn’t issue in the moral improvement of those who profess it. The same attack was made by Luther’s sixteenth century critics who expected in a reformed church to see reformed behaviour, but instead pointed to the low moral state of the Lutheran churches. 
Both Paul, in his letter to the Romans, and James cite Abraham. Paul says Abraham was justified by what he believed and James by what he did. The two belong inseparably together. At issue is the fact that true faith will always result in good works. In this both James and Paul agree.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. Ephesians 2.8-9 NRSV 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2.14-14 NRSV



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Inventory of “good works”

Make a personal inventory of the things you do as a result of your Christian faith. Prayerfully consider whether the list is appropriate response to your faith. Church leaders might like to do this exercise considering the things that your local church does.
Marley and me (2008 - PG)
A family comedy-drama movie about a family trying to care for a hyperactive puppy. Yes, he’s a labrador cross, and that’s his picture down in the “preaching thoughts” section. The movie stars Jennifer Aniston and Owen Wilson. Contains this classic quote: “A dog doesn't care if you're rich or poor, educated or illiterate, clever or dull. Give him your heart and he will give you his.” Kiddie warning - It’s a bit sad at the end when Marley gets old and dies!


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	I have chosen three different visual images to go with our message from James today. They are all outlined in my notes below. Pick one of them and wrap it around your service. You could print the picture in the order of service sheet, project it on a screen or print it on card and give everyone a copy as they enter or leave the service. The images are:
· Boxers – In chapter two James comes out punching

· A labrador puppy – Genuine faith is lively and active. It always results in doing things… A year or two ago I stayed in the home of one of our Methodist presbyters when he was out of town. While I was there I was given the responsibility of caring for his hyperactive labrador puppy. This is the dog that came to mind when I thought about James saying that faith is always full of action.
· Turkeys – the image of “running with the turkeys” is a good check to our desire to be alongside the rich, influential, popular and powerful people. It brings to mind being in the dust with the common people – something Jesus was keen to model.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	I like the way that, in the Olympic Games, the boxers wear protective headgear. The competitors still feel the punches, but they have some protection from injury. Well, when we come to James chapter two this morning, we need to put on our protective headgear. James comes out punching. And he doesn’t miss. He tells us that believing in facts about God won’t make us Christians. Faith is something we have to put our heart into. And when we put our heart into it, our faith will be seen by the good works we do. First of all he says…
No favouritism
“If you have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, you won’t treat some people better than others” (James 2.1). That’s how James starts the chapter. But it’s not easy – because we are impressed by status. We love it when famous or wealthy people come to our church. And we do tend to give them preferential treatment. My last church proudly displayed Sir Edmund Hillary’s entry in the church visitor’s book. We think, “wouldn’t it be just great to have Dave Dobbyn, Valarie Adams, Stephen Tindall or Peter Sharples as a member of our church?” 
While James is saying that nobody, whether rich or poor, should be ignored, he is also saying that nobody should be given special favour or esteem. It is the latter instruction with which we have trouble. 
James says, “God has given a lot of faith to the poor people in this world” (James 1.5). In the early days of the church the Christian faith spread most rapidly among the poor. However, it is clear that James is writing to churches where the rich and the poor met together to worship. While he doesn’t make a blanket condemnation of the rich nor claim universal justification of the poor, he does head in that direction. The Christian faith is about serving God and people. So it is easier for someone familiar with being in a servant role, rather than a managing one, to understand it and apply it. Being aware of our own powerlessness makes us more open to acknowledge our need of God and his offer of salvation. 

There are few things that could affront our sense of fair play more than a judge who takes a bribe to rule in favour of a guilty party. James warns us not to be like that. When we show favouritism on the basis of someone’s special status, he says that we are “acting like a crooked judge” (James 1.4).

There’s the left jab from James – POW – no favouritism. Then he flows that up with a right hook…
Act right
“What good is it to say you have faith, when you don’t do anything to show that you really do have faith?” (James 2.14).
I love to sing that song “I believe in Jesus, I believe he is the Son of God.” 

“That’s fine,” says James, “then feed the hungry and clothe the naked or your faith is dead.” 

The sort of faith that just declares, “I believe that God exists”, he says, is of no value whatsoever “even demons believe this” (James 2.14). 
Genuine faith is like a labrador puppy. It can’t keep still even if it wants to. It’s lively and active. If it’s not addressing the issues of poverty and justice, it’s helping a neighbour, caring for the environment, visiting, babysitting or helping with the outreach of the church. Just when you think it’s ready for a nap, it’s up and off again.
And you don’t have to be physically agile to be a “labrador” Christian. I know of Christians in their nineties who, when they are not praying for someone, are busily sending off little notes of encouragement here and there.
Having said that, there is unfortunately a widespread perception that Christians are a bunch of hypocrites – that they are keen to tell others how to live their lives but, in practice, fall way short of their own standards. There have been enough high-profile Christians involved in public moral lapses to lend some strength to this argument. But the good news is that all around the country “labrador” Christians are busily helping their friends, doing honest business transactions and being kind to their neighbours. They are doing good works and acting right. This is the proof of genuine faith.
BAM – BAM. 

James has got two blows through: 

No favouritism! – Act right!
They are not knock-out punches. But maybe they’ll serve to wake us up, get our attention and sharpen up our act.


	Illustrations / Stories
Ctrl+Click to follow link
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	A place of honour
Early in my pastoral career I was working alongside a senior minister. On one Sunday we had a special community service at the church and a local, rather pompous, cabinet minister was asked to participate in the service. Some in the congregation felt especially honoured by his presence among us and he was obviously enjoying being in the place of honour. 

On leaving the church he said, “If you have another occasion when you’d like me to come again, just invite me.” 

To which my wise senior minister replied, “I’d like you to consider yourself invited every Sunday!”

Don’t give the best seats to the wealthy

This instruction from James chapter 2 has parallels with Jesus’ words from Luke 14.8, “do not sit down at the place of honour”, and is obviously meant to be taken literally. It is easy enough to understand, but the church has had difficulty putting it into practice. Those who think they are worthy of honour do not easily give away their privilege. At various times in its history, the church has sought to regulate against status-seeking amongst its clergy.  From an early Ethiopian service order book called Statutes of the Apostles we read:

     “If a poor man or woman of the district or of other districts should come in and 

      there is no place for them, thou, presbyter, make such a place with all thy 

      heart, even if thou wilt sit on the ground, that there should not be the 

      respecting of the person of man but of God.”

Quoted by William Barclay The Letters of James and Peter (Edinburgh: St Andrew’s Press, 1958) p76
In a document called "Didascalia" from Antioch in the year ca.230 this instruction is included: 
     "If a poor person comes into the assembly, and there are no seats available, 
      the bishop must give up his seat and let the poor person sit there." 
The teaching of Peace in Early Christian Liturgies by Taylor Burton-Edwards will give you all the details p46
Run with the turkeys
One of the many “successful leadership” guides advises Christian leaders that success comes from getting alongside other successful people and avoiding those people who have nothing to offer you and just waste your time. The message is, “Fly with the eagles, don’t run with the turkeys.”
A pragmatic approach is not always a biblical approach. Our reading from James today outlines a different set of values and looks at things the other way around. And how grateful we are that, in the incarnation, our Lord and Saviour chose to run with us turkeys!

The service sector

Biblical scholar, David Nystrom, gives the following description of the time when he helped serve drinks to a group of ministers at their annual meeting:

“I suppose in my suit I may have appeared as the supervisor of the crew of hotel workers in the room. One distinguished-looking guest approached and I served him. He treated me in a brusque, inhuman fashion that anyone who has worked in the service sector knows all too well. I attempted to engage him in conversation, but with a dismissive glance he simply walked away. Soon after we were called to order and formed a large circle in order to begin the time of discussion. Along with a few others, I arranged my chair behind the circle and found myself sitting directly behind the gentleman whom I had served. Commenting on the sermon we had heard a few minutes before, our host then said, ‘Let us begin by hearing the opinion of our resident New Testament specialist.’ At this point he turned and looked at me. The gentleman in front of me turned, and when he realised that I was the New Testament specialist in question, his visage fell and his skin paled. Afterward he approached me and without reference to our earlier noninterchange spoke in tones that were kind and flattering.”
David P Nystrom, James: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Michigan:Zondervan,1997) p137.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Beauty for brokenness CMP 806; S1 37

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Forth in your name MHB 590; WOV 480; H&P 381; CMP 159

Give thanks with a grateful heart SIS 509; CMP 170

God was in Christ HIOS 49
Heaven shall not wait S1 151

Here to the house of God we come AA 61

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

In Christ there is no east or west WOV 391; H&P 758; CMP 329

In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782

Jesus if still the same thou art MHB 349; WOV 472; H&P 529

Kneels at the feet of his friends WOV 561

Left over people in leftover places HIOS 85
May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463; S2 887

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

O worship the King MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; S1 425

Teach me to dance CMP 936; S1 469

Who’ll stand as Christ today WHV 34


	Prayers
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	Collects 
Opening my ears   
Mark 7:31-37
God in Christ,

Unplug my glue ears,

untie my stuttering tongue.

I want to speak as a king should speak,

I want to listen to your voice.

Push the mute button on the TV;

power up my network.  

Let the heavens open,

and voice my music

in the rhythms of your creation, 

Amen. 

© John Howell (used with permission)
O God, you bear your people ever on your heart and mind. 

Watch over us in your protecting love, 

that, strengthened by your grace 

and led by your Spirit,

we may not miss your way for us 

but enter into your glory 

made ready for all in Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 125.1-2
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 
which can never be shaken, never be moved.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
so the Lord surrounds his people, 
now and forever.
Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society

Generous God

The earth and everything in it is yours

The world and all its people belong to you

You laid the earth’s foundation 

And we acknowledge you as the great Creator

We come this morning from our self-centredness

And seek God-awareness

We come from a week of selfish ambition

To be reminded again of your will

And the needs of our brothers and sisters who share our planet

We acknowledge you as the wonderful Saviour

We come giving you our wayward thoughts:

Our anxieties and our apathy

Our doubts and our certainties

We come to hear your call

To praise you as the glorious king

And to taste your abundant life

Amen

© Andrew Gamman

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Good works
Get someone who is involved in a social service, welfare, aid and development or an environmental group to share in the service. (I’m thinking of agencies like Lifewise, Christian World Service, Hospice, World Vision, A Rocha etc) It may be you have people who are involved in this type of organisation as volunteers. Get them to promote the work of their organisation and solicit for helpers.
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GNT = Good News 

Translation
	A battery toy
Bring along a battery toy (any kind – a toy car is ok, an action animal toy or robot is better). Make sure that there are no batteries in it. Show it to the children. 
This toy is interesting, but not as interesting as it could be, because when you turn it on nothing happens. The manufacturers made it for action. To get it going we need to put batteries in it. (Put some batteries in it and turn it on.)
The Christian life is like that. We were made for action. Some people think being a Christian is just about what you believe. They say, “I believe in Jesus therefore I’m a Christian.” But people who really believe in Jesus do things: they help other people, stand up for what is right and do kind deeds. 

Our Bible reading from James today says, “what good is it for one of you to say that you have faith if your actions do not prove it? Can that faith save you? Suppose there are brothers or sisters who need clothes and don't have enough to eat. What good is there in your saying to them, God bless you! Keep warm and eat well! - if you don't give them the necessities of life? So it is with faith: if it is alone and includes no actions, then it is dead.” James 2.14-17 (GNT)
If we say that we believe in Jesus, but don’t do anything that shows we are Christians we are like this toy without the batteries.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 
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	It requires a bit of imagination to get visual imagery to match the themes found in the second chapter of James. Depending on your approach you may wish to pick up some of the ones that I have suggested by Googling  images for:
· Turkeys

· Boxing

· Labrador puppy or Marley and me
You’ll find a Lego slide-show depicting Matthew’s version of our gospel reading today on bricktestament.com
And a cartoon on “playing favourites” from reverend fun


	Bible Study
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	Read through James chapter 2 then pose these questions to your study group:

· Do we bestow privilege on people in our church because of their status? How does this sit with James’ instruction not to treat some people better than others? (James 2.1)
· Do some people miss out on privileges because of their status? How does this sit with James’ instruction not to treat some people better than others?
· How do we react when a famous sports person agrees to come and speak in our church? Is it right to ask them? What are the good things that can result? Are there bad things that could result?

· The examples that James cites of Bible characters whose faith is seen in their good works are Abraham offering to kill his son (James 2.21) and the prostitute Rahab who welcomed spies (James 2.25). Can you think of better examples for us from the Bible or from your own experience?
· What would you say to someone who professes faith in Christ but never wants to lift a finger to help someone?
· What would you say to someone who is always going about doing good works but has no faith in God?

· List some of the “good works” that you would see as being evidence of genuine faith.

· As a group, what specific new things can we do in our response to one or two of the ideas we listed in the last question?
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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