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Sunday 8 July 2012
Sending the twelve
Year B - Pentecost 6 - 46B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	2 Samuel 5.1-5, 9-10 David is anointed King of Israel. He captures Jerusalem and rules as King for forty years.
Psalm 48 God’s people in Jerusalem praise the Lord. They feel safe inside the fortresses of the city.
2 Corinthians 12.2-10 Paul is reluctant to boast of his own experiences of spiritual revelation - but mentions them anyway. He has a painful physical ailment that he has asked the Lord to take away. The Lord replied, “My kindness is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak.”
Mark 6.1-13 When Jesus returned to his hometown of Nazareth the people did not have faith in him. He sent his disciples out in twos with the message to turn to God and with power of evil spirits.
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Hey Jude
	We are currently in the middle of a series of based around the lectionary readings from the second gospel. The whole series looks like this:

June 10
A Kingdom divided

Mark 3.20-35

June 17
A story about seeds

Mark 4.26-34

June 24
A storm


Mark 4.25-41

July 1

Dare to touch


Mark 5.21-43

July 8

Sending the twelve

Mark 6.1-13

July 15

John the Baptist

Mark 6.14-29

July 22

Sheep without a shepherd     
Mark 6.30-34, 53-56
Mark brings together two blocks of verses that are separated in the other gospels. The technical term for a block of verses around a similar theme is a “pericope” – which, when I typed it just now, spell-check changed to “periscope”! Peri = around  and cope = cut. So, it is as though the later gospel writers cut bits out and placed them in an order to suit their own purposes.  The parallel passages for Jesus’ rejection at Nazareth are found in Matthew 13.53-58 and Luke 4.16-30. The parallels for the sending of the twelve are in Matthew 10.5-15 and Luke 9.1-6. 
Using the parallels tool provided by the University of Toronto some interesting comparisons can be made. For example:

· “Preach that people should repent” (Mark) becomes “preach the kingdom of God” in Matthew and Luke. 
· Only this passage in Mark calls Jesus “the carpenter”, revealing a career of a craftsman who works with his hands. Matthew’s equivalent says that Jesus is “the carpenter’s son” and is simply a statement of lineage. 
· The forbidden “staff” of Luke and Matthew is permitted in Mark. 

· In Luke Jesus is referred to as “Joseph’s son” but Mark, by calling him “son of Mary” gives a strong indication that Joseph has already died.
The family of Jesus

The Christmas cards depict the holy family: Joseph the carpenter, Mary and baby Jesus. Today’s passage from Mark presents a rather different family portrait. Joseph has slipped from the scene. But there is still a minimum of eight in the family. Mary remains there along with Jesus’ brothers - James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon - and there are also an unknown number of un-named sisters. 
So who are all these people and how are we to understand Jesus’ family? It’s fair enough to say that the whole subject is shrouded with a good deal of uncertainty and speculation. 

The traditions around Joseph, husband of Mary, suggest that he was elderly at the time of their marriage and that the reason he is not mentioned through the ministry of Jesus is because he had already died. 

By holding on to the idea of a virgin birth we would probably conclude that the brothers and sisters mentioned by today’s gospel text are younger half-brothers and half-sisters of Jesus born to Mary and Joseph. 

However, the Roman Catholic doctrine is of the perpetual virginity of Mary and this has led to the presentation of alternative scenarios. Some suggest that these are children that Joseph had by an earlier marriage. That sounds very much like an ordinary twenty-first century scenario, but place it into the Jesus story and it would mean quite a crowd heading off to the census in Bethlehem and a big family present around the baby lying in an animal feed-trough. Little wonder that there was no room for them all at the inn! 

Other people believe these extra family members to be cousins rather than brothers and sisters. 
James and Judas are the two that are named about whom we think we have more information. It is generally believed that the James mentioned here is the author of the New Testament letter of James. The record (of Acts and Galatians) shows James so prominent in Jerusalem Church that some have called him the first Bishop of Jerusalem. Josephus records that James was martyred around 66 AD. Judas, and its variants Jude and Judah, were very common names and it is believed that the Judas mentioned here as Jesus’ brother was the author of the little New Testament letter of Jude. 
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	Anointing with olive oil
According to today’s gospel reading the apostles “healed a lot of sick people by putting olive oil on them” Mark 6.13 CEV. The practise of putting oil on people occurs in the Scriptures for several different purposes.  In the New Testament it is specifically mentioned in relation to praying for the sick. Apart from this passage in Mark, James speaks about calling the elders of the church to pray over the sick and to anoint them with oil for healing (James 5:14-16). 
The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches see in these passages the basis for the sacrament of “unction”. Unction is a word that comes from the Latin for “anoint” and the practice was formerly known as extreme unction. Although in popular understanding the sacrament is seen as a preparation for death (passing over into eternal life) it may also be regarded as a prayer for restoration of health, if this be God’s will.
There is nothing particularly magical about olive oil but it becomes a symbol of the Holy Spirit’s presence and a reminder to God’s power. Anointing with oil need not necessarily be included with prayer for healing. However, many people have found that the inclusion of touch and the application of oil serve to encourage the faith of those receiving healing prayer. Maybe your church leaders would like to offer to pray with those who are unwell and anoint them with oil.
Mission impossible

To set the scene for being sent on a mission you could use the introduction to the Mission Impossible television programme. These links will take you to YouTube clips of the introduction to the pilot episode with Steven Hill (3 minutes 37 seconds) – This is from 1966 and is a classic complete with a self-destructing vinyl recording. This one is the introduction with Peter Graves from season 5 (2 minutes 25 seconds).
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	A response to the message
As a response to the message today give out pencils and small pieces of paper. In a large church you may want to have some at the end of each pew so that they can be quickly distributed. 

Get people to write or draw, on the left hand side, all the places that they would normally go in the week ahead. (It may be places like work, supermarket, home, gym, neighbour’s house, sports club, sister’s house.)
Pause to pray – “Lord show us how we can go out with the Good News in the week ahead.”

Now get everyone to think for a moment about each of the places they go and ask, “How can I take the love of God there?” 
See if they can write or draw something specific next to each place. (it may be things like: 

     Work – I’ll tell Jean that I am praying for her sick mum
     Supermarket – I’ll smile and thank the check-out people and packers

     Home – I’ll offer to pray with George at bed-time about the new term at school
     Neighbour’s house – I’ll take over a bag of lemons

 

	Preaching thoughts and Questions
CEV =Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	Fourteen year old Victoria Bobryk got the fright of her life when she attended a carnival with friends in England. While spinning around on a chairoplane ride she slipped out of the harness and was thrown from the swinging chair out on to the grass. Fortunately for Victoria she lived to tell the story, and the ride operator was forced to pay her medical expenses. 
The idea of a chairoplane is that, as it swings around, there is a centripetal force, exerted by the chains, pulling the chair inwards. The theory is that the centripetal force should keep you safe. Of course the thrill of the ride is based on the centrifugal force pushing the chairs out. In Victoria’s case the centrifugal force took over - and away she went!
Now, what has that got to do with us being in church this morning? Well, quite a lot actually. Because often our mentality as disciples of Christ is that we’ll put on some nice church services here in a church building and expect people to come and join us. In other words we are expecting the gospel to work in a centripetal way – to draw people in… And sometimes it does. 

But Christ’s clear commission to his followers is that they should go out with his good news to the whole world. They are to act as a centrifugal force, not confining their faith to what happens inside a church building on Sunday but breaking it free and spreading it to all around.
In our gospel reading today Jesus is back in his hometown of Nazareth. The going is a bit tougher in his home town than it was up in Capernaum. The people recognize him as the carpenter, the son of Mary. Up until now the crowds have been drawn to Jesus, but in Nazareth the people don’t have any faith.
So Jesus calls his twelve disciples, equips them with his power, and sends them off in twos to tell everyone to turn to God. For the first time the disciples are acting in a centrifugal way. They are going out – and when they later return, they have wonderful stories to tell one another of how they have seen God at work.
So what can we learn from all of this? We first of all we are to…
Have faith

Remarkably we see that in Nazareth, when he is at his home town, Jesus’ power is limited by the lack of faith of the people. According to the gospel reading it wasn’t that Jesus didn’t work many miracles there but that he couldn’t. He couldn’t because of their lack of faith. He was surprised at this. 

Well, you might think, what chance do I have? These people had Jesus physically present with them and they were unable to believe. How am I ever to have enough faith to see God work in my life?

We could think like that if what we needed was great faith. Who in the world has got that? But Jesus shows us that that what we need is not great faith but a just a little faith. Small faith in a great God. A little genuine faith, that has its trust in the breaking through of God’s kingdom, acts like a mustard seed. You may recall that, in the second passage from this series from Mark’s gospel, Jesus called the mustard seed “the smallest seed in all the world.” And then explained, “But once it is planted, it grows larger than any garden plant.” (Mark 4.31-32 CEV). That’s all we need to see God act in our own situation – just to have a little faith in a great God.
If we are to have faith we are also to…
Go

The sending out of the disciples by Jesus parallels that way all his followers are sent. There is something strikingly direct and simple about Jesus’ instruction as he sends the twelve out. “Don’t carry food or a travelling bag or any money. It’s all right to wear sandals, but don’t take along a change of clothes” (Mark 6.8-9).
Just like those disciples who were sent out in twos, we are sent out as we leave the church building this morning. We are sent to take the message of the kingdom into the world in the week ahead. We go out and by our lives as well as by our words we demonstrate God’s presence among us. 
Sometimes there is also merit and planning special events for outreach, but by being involved in such projects we should never lose sight of the basic simplicity of our mission task. 
The original enthusiasm of a young mum who wants start a coffee morning outreach at the church with a few of her friends and neighbours can easily get lost by the time it has gone through the parish’s outreach committee, property committee and the finance committee for approval. 

The simple acts whereby each of us shares the love of God with work colleagues, family, neighbours and friends requires no budget, yet it is the most effective outreach our church can have.
The disciples were sent out in twos and they demonstrated the power of God. The word power used in our text today (Mark 6.2 - dunamis) is the root for our English word “dynamite”. Six pairs of enthusiastic disciples carrying the message of the Kingdom of God were dynamite in the villages around Nazareth. Just like we can be! 
People are really not so interested to hear us spouting forth on our theories about the atonement or virgin birth but they do want to know that God cares for their sick husband. They want to know that God is concerned about their looming redundancy or relationship break up. And these same people can be monumentally moved if we offer to pray for them. 
This was the dynamite of the early Christian movement. They went with the power of God and with a simple message. The message was…
Turn to God
“The apostles left and started telling everyone to turn to God.” Mark 6.12. The word for this turning to God in Christian parlance is “repent”. It has become a religious word that seems to have all sorts of overtones of remorse which may, or may not, be present at the time when someone turns to God. The point is that there is a call for each of us to change our minds. The change that is called for will result in a change of behaviour. We’re not talking here about sentiment - but the radical change from self interest to a desire to be obedient to God’s call. The rule of God had broken into the lives of these first twelve disciples and turned them around. It does the same to us. The coming of the new order is dramatic and revolutionary. As they went out in their twos they were a visible demonstration of lives that were radically changed by the call of Christ. We are to be the same. 
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Vachel Lindsay

	A prophet without honour

A more recent example of a prophet being without honour in his own home town comes from the life of the English medical doctor John Snow (1813-1858). He has been heralded today, in a poll of medical professionals, as “the greatest doctor of all time”. However, in his own day, Snow found that the British medical establishment was fiercely opposed to his views. 
Snow led the way in anaesthesia by using ether and chloroform for surgical procedures. This was a major breakthrough when one contemplates the alternative of having surgery without anaesthetics! 

However, this was not the only area in which he was a pioneer. He also went against the popular medical view that cholera was caused by pollution or “bad air”. His own research indicated instead that the infection was spread by contaminated water. This was a couple of decades before the mechanism of bacteria causing disease was understood and Snow’s findings were rejected as being too unpleasant.
Vachel Lindsay

American poet Vachel Lindsay (1879-1931) has a marvellous poem on today’s theme called Foreign Missions in Battle Array. Lindsay was known for taking his poems to the people by means of walking tours. Like the disciples in today’s gospel reading, he took no money with him. He would procure food and shelter in exchange for his poems.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All hail the power MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

All the way my Saviour leads me S2 625

Forth in your name O Lord I go MHB 590; WOV 480; H&P 381; CMP 159
Give thanks for life AA 45
God moves in a mysterious way MHB 503; WOV 54; H&P 65; CMP 193; S2 700
God who sets us on a journey FFS 32

Great is the Lord SIS 70

He came singing love WOV 636; AA 59
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

I have decided to follow Jesus CMP 272

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Lord the light of your love is shining SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Lord speak to me that I may speak MHB 781; H&P 553; CMP 444

Lord your almighty word (Thou whose almighty word) MHB 803; WOV 61; H&P 29
Nothing, nothing, in all creation  HIOS 102

O Master let me walk with Thee WOV 522

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy MHB 318; WOV 72; H&P 230; CMP 683

We are his children S1 537

We are marching in the light CMP 954; S1 539

Will you come and follow me    (Words and music on WCC website)


	Prayers
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	Call to worship

Come and praise the Lord.
We have heard what God has done, 
and now we have seen it.
Praise the Lord for his constant love.
His fame extends over all the earth 
and he rules with justice.
This God is our God forever and ever; 
he will lead us for all time to come.
Based on Psalm 48.8-10 & 14

Collects 


Rejection                   Mark 6:1-13

Christ, you knew:

the subtle put down,

(he was born the wrong side of the track)

the cowardly gossip,

(callous whispers behind your back)

the degrading innuendo,

(he’s after your job, he’s a hack)

the insidious rebuff,

(whatever you do will be slack)

and you watched the fear and unbelief.
Together:
When we experience rejection,

may we simply be ourselves,

and go about living the good news.

May we encourage each other,

to hold the grace that will triumph,

and the life that conquers death.

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Servant Lord,

grant us both the opportunity and the will 

to serve you day by day.

May all that we do 

and how we bear each other’s burdens 

be our offering of love and service 

to the glory of your name. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Boundless, O God is your saving power; 

your harvest reaches to the ends of the earth.

Set our hearts on fire for your kingdom

and put on our lips the good news of peace.

Grant us perseverance as heralds of your Gospel

and joy as disciples of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Here am -  I send me
Rather than “taking up” the offering today, get people to come forward and be the offering. The offering containers can be placed at the front of the church for people to make their financial gifts but explain that in coming forward we are offering ourselves in God’s service. You could use the verse from Isaiah’s response to the Lord’s call. 
     I heard the Lord ask, “Is there anyone I can send? Will someone go for us?” 
     “I’ll go,” I answered. “Send me!”  Isaiah 6.8
Offering prayer
Lord with our offerings today we bring ourselves.

Send us out to serve you this week.

Use our feet to go for you

our hands to serve you

our mouths to speak for you

that your kingdom may come on earth

even as it is in heaven.

Amen
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Ctrl+Click to  

follow links
[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



	Physics lesson
A physics lesson to illustrate the idea of centrifugal and centripetal (as in the introduction of the preaching thoughts above) should be a fun way of illustrating our gospel reading today. 

I really like the idea of using a swing-ball set but concede that, unless you are taking a children’s class outside, this could be a bit difficult set up. Not impossible though – with a bit of experimentation you could anchor the swing-ball into a sun umbrella stand at the front of the church. 
However, you can a buy packets of small bats with balls attached from the $2 shop. These will illustrate the same point and they are cheap enough to give the children one each to take home.
Read Mark 6.7-12 from a children’s Bible or tell the story of the sending of the twelve in your own words. 

Explain that, according to a very wise man called Isaac Newton, an object will always move straight and at the same speed unless there is a force stopping it. The earth doesn’t move straight. It moves in circles around the sun because of a force called gravity which keeps pulling it in toward the sun. A swing-ball doesn’t move straight because of a force called a string. These forces drag things inward and they are called centripetal forces. On the other hand, when I hit the ball another force comes into play – it’s the force that makes it go out and is called centrifugal force. If I hit the ball hard enough, and the string was a bit frayed, off the ball would go. 
It would be nice if everybody came to church and found out about the love of God. The love of God would be like a centripetal force pulling us in. And it does pull some people in! But Jesus knew that not everybody would find out about God that way. So he had a plan. He started sending his followers out. At the beginning there were just twelve people sent out. They were like a centrifugal force taking God’s love everywhere they went. Now every follower of Jesus has been sent out. Lots of the people we meet don’t come to church but they can find out about the God that loves them by us, the followers of Jesus, going out to them. That makes us like a centrifugal force.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Free downloadable video from vimeo of Jesus rejection at Nazareth from Luke’s. Gospel (2 minute 48 seconds)
Rejection road sign
Christian art: Jesus sending the twelve by Duccio Di Buoninsegna (14th Century).

                     Jesus and his disciples by He Qi
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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