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Sunday 6 May 2012
I am the true vine
Year B - Easter 5 - 35B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Acts 8.26-40 Philip takes a ride on a chariot with an Ethiopian official. Starting with the prophecy of Isaiah, Phillip explains the good news about Jesus. The Ethiopian is then baptised and carries on his way rejoicing.
Psalm 22.25-31 The psalmist foresees a time when all nations will worship the Lord and all people will bow down before him.
1 John 4.7-21 God is love. He has shown his love for us by sending his Son. If we love God we will also love one another.
John 15.1-8 Jesus is the true vine. Those that stay joined to him will produce much fruit.
Faka-Mē

Faka-Mē is the Tongan church community’s celebration of the Children’s Sunday School Anniversary on the first Sunday of May every year. Traditionally, Faka-Mē is a two service celebration. First there is a service in the morning, then a break for lunch followed by an afternoon service. At both services children lead the worship. Part of their role is to learn by heart all their tasks of the day including Bible and hymn readings as well as plays which are performed at the afternoon service. 

Apart from parents actually showing their support in preparation, it is the Sunday School teachers who spent much of their time in preparing for the Faka-Mē. Part of their role is to create the plays. Each class performs two plays. The teachers choose a story from the Bible, or from early church history, or make up any religious story on their own. It is the role of the Minister to inspect and make sure that all the plays are religiously and culturally appropriate.

Faka-Mē is not about wearing white. Faka-Mē is about children leading worship and preaching and they can wear their new Sunday best in whatever colours their parents choose. However, most chose to wear white that day. Faka-Mē also marks the beginning of the season of family celebrations. It begins with children on the first Sunday of May, Mother’s Day on the second Sunday and Father’s Day on the third Sunday.

A very popular hymn during the Faka-Mē, called “Ko e lotu ‘a e Fānau” (Children’s Prayer), was composed by Rev Dr James Egan Moulton. (It’s about children describing the ultimate and otherness of God but also about a Father that hears their prayer).    

‘Eiki Sihova ko e ‘Otua

Na’a ke ‘afio talu mei mu’a

Taupotu koe, si’i taha au

Ka ke manatu si’i fānau

‘Eiki Taupotu ko e Tamai

Tali ‘a e Lotu ‘oku ou fai

‘Emeni

(Thanks to Kulimoe'anga Fisiiahi for this contribution)

Fair Trade Fortnight 5-20 May 2012

Those churches that haven’t already changed could consider a swap to using only Fairtrade coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Your swap to Fairtrade makes a life-changing difference to the lives of millions of developing country farmers, workers and artisans as well as their families and communities. Not only does Fairtrade provide them with security and stability to plan for their future through fair and stable prices - it also provides additional funds through the Fairtrade Premium for investment in social, environmental and economic development.
Why not display a large range of Fairtrade products in your church foyer during this fortnight?


	NZ Music Month
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AA: Alleluia Aotearoa

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

SIS: Scripture in Song


	This May is the 11th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we will be especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

From Alleluia Aotearoa 
Two hymns for starting a worship service in praise and thanksgiving: ‘Great ring of light’ and ‘In this familiar place’, both words and music by Colin Gibson. 

From Faith Forever Singing  
Two hymns of confession, words by Shirley Erena Murray: ‘Gentle is the way of Jesus’ and ‘Broken the body’.

From Hope is our Song

Two hymns to come after the sermon: ‘Love is your way’ and ‘Wisdom by our guide’.

Other New Zealand hymns and songs
Beloved let us love SIS 125

God, companion of our journey HIOS 32
He came singing love AA 59

We are many we are one FFS 67

Whatever you ask for SIS 61
(If you are inclined to use foreign songs see further suggestions below)



	Introduction / Background
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	The seven “I ams” of John

John has deliberately shaped his gospel in a way that is quite unique. Where the other gospel writers record Jesus performing many miracles, John recounts just seven – and he calls the “signs” (incidents that point to something else). The other gospels have Jesus’ parables while John records seven discourses. In keeping with his idea of structuring around the number seven he also records seven “I am” statements on the lips of Jesus. Today’s gospel reading covers the last one of these: I am the true vine. 
These statements have no parallels in the other gospels and they are quite remarkable in that they have deliberate overtones of divinity. They are majestic and awe-inspiring and intentionally recall the self-revelation of God from the burning bush to Moses. At that time Moses said to God, “Who shall I say sent me? What is your name?” God replied “I am who I am.” (Exodus 3.14)
Each of Jesus’ “I am” statements reveals an aspect of his person and ministry:

1) I am the bread of life – our craving for relationship with God can only be
            satisfied in Jesus

2) I am the light of the world – to discover his presence is to have our own 
nature revealed and to have darkness conquered


3) I am the gate – by him we enter relationship with God and find provision
            and security

4) I am the good shepherd – He fulfils our need for a leader and guide

5) I am the resurrection and the life – In Jesus we find that enduring 
quality of life that goes on and on – and a hope of a resurrection to things
better still

6) I am the way – Jesus is the true and living way to the Father. He is 
faithful, reliable and trustworthy

And today we come to…


7) I am the true vine


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
	Set up two stations in your worship space. You may need to duplicate them if you have a larger congregation. They can be visited in any order. Get people to visit them in response to the message.
1. Prunings

You will need a large branch from a grape vine, a pair of secateurs, some sheets of paper printed with grape leaves, pencils and a card with some instructions similar to those below. (If you don’t have access to a large grape branch, use a small one or a branch from any tree or vine. You could adapt the instructions, abandon the branch and secateurs, and just use a picture of a vine) 
I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts away every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit. But he trims clean every branch that does produce fruit, so that it will produce even more fruit. John 15.1-2 CEV
To obtain a good crop of grapes a viticulturist must spend time pruning away non-productive shoots.  Think about areas of your life that may be non-productive. 
Is there clutter that needs to be cleared away?
Ask God to show you if there are “branches” that need to be removed because they are displeasing to him? 
Write anything that God shows you on the paper leaf and take it with you. 
Take the secateurs and snip a branch on the vine as you pray asking God to prune this area of your life.

2. Fruit bowl

You will need a fruit bowl with a selection of fruit, including plenty of grapes, a graffiti sheet (a large sheet of card), felt pens and some instructions similar to those below.
If you stay joined to me, and I stay joined to you, then you will produce lots of fruit. John 15.5 CEV
There are many different kinds of fruit.  Can you name all the fruit in this bowl? What sort of fruit comes into our lives from our relationship with Jesus? Write or draw your ideas on the graffiti sheet. 
Consider: 

Have I had good growth?   
What does my fruit look like?  

Taste a grape and as you eat it pray asking Jesus to help you to be more fruitful.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
“Bach” is a New Zealand word for a small holiday home or beach house. A local variant in the deep south is “crib”.

CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible


	Introduction (Tell your own gardening story – mine might give you an idea.)

Did you know that I am a gardener? Well, sort-of! I did, at one stage, try to establish an avocado tree at the family bach, but there were some problems.
Other avocado trees grow in the neighbourhood, so I knew that the location was good for avocados. I chose a healthy, big, grafted plant and worked the soil up well before I planted it. Then put compost all around it.
But alas. We didn’t get up to the bach much during the year. The following summer was dry, and the tree was not strong enough to draw its own water. 

When I did get up there, I weeded and watered, but the plant was weak and sickly. In the absence of visitors to the bach, at one stage the lawns got very long and grew up around the avocado. My little tree suffered its final indignity when a keen family member with a powerful lawn mower, not remembering that there was a struggling avocado in the back yard, mowed it down to ground level! 

(Pause and allow members of the congregation a couple of minutes to share their gardening stories with the person next to them.)
Did you know that God is a gardener?
Viticulture is his special interest. However, his first attempt to establish a vineyard was a complete failure. Back in the First Testament God planted a people, the nation of Israel. These people were his vineyard. Unlike me with my avocado tree, God provided everything necessary to a have healthy plant. But it was no use - the vineyard was not performing as he wanted. So he replaced it with a new one.
Today we look in John’s gospel at Jesus’ statement, “I am the true vine”. It is worth noting that the picture of the grapevine was part of the religious heritage of the Jews. 

      “We were like a grapevine,” says the Psalmist (Psalm 80.8).
      “Israel is the vineyard,” declares the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 5.1-7).
And again and again Ezekiel speaks of Israel by the symbol of the vine (Ezekiel 15.1-6 and 19.10-14). The vine had become the symbol for the nation. It was used to decorate the temple and used on coins. The curious thing is that every reference in the First Testament to Israel being a vine is negative. The nation is described as a “rotten and worthless vine” (Jeremiah 2.21) and an “empty vine” (Hosea 10.1). 

So this saying of Jesus, recorded by John, “I am the true vine” sets Jesus in stark contrast to a nation that has fallen short of what it was intended to be. Jesus is “the true (real and genuine) vine.” God’s new vine is Jesus. It is in having a relationship with him that we can be connected to the life of God.

The symbol of the vine in John parallels the Apostle Paul’s use of the body as a metaphor, with Christ as the head and us members of it. “Abiding in the vine” is the equivalent to what is meant by Paul when he repeatedly refers to Christians being “in Christ”. Each of these images speaks of the inter-connectedness of God’s family, and in each the key relationship is the one with Christ himself.

Compared to the other gospels, it looks like John has left some really important stuff out. Among other things there is no account of the last supper in his gospel.  In John 15 these words of Jesus about the vine are spoken in the upper room before Jesus’ arrest. So some commentators see the reference to the vine as a hint of the Last Supper. Whether this is intended or not, it is true that, in our minds, there is a link between “I am the true vine” and “take this cup. It is my blood poured out for the forgiveness of sin”. Further, in the context of the Passover Meal grapes are used as a symbol for God’s goodness. So God’s goodness and God’s forgiveness are at least alluded to here. But the direct and obvious challenge of the passage is a requirement for fruitfulness and growth.
It is a good thing for us to do a bit of a vineyard inspection from time to time - To look over what we are doing and have done and ask questions like, “Has there been growth?” and “What does the fruit look like?” This is a necessary exercise for us as a fellowship as well as for us individually. 
There’s only one reason people grow grapevines – and that’s to produce grapes. 
Vines need a lot of pruning if they are going to be productive. Most of you will be familiar with seeing the vineyards of Marlborough, Hawkes Bay, Gisborne, Otago or Te Kauwhata.  You’ve seen the rows of vines growing along wires stretched between poles. Left to themselves, vines produce enormous amounts of unproductive growth and bunches of small grapes. But the viticulturist goes through pruning the vines in winter and removing ninety percent of the new growth. Then again in summer, in a summer prune, the non-productive shoots are cut away. There is a disease protection aspect to this too. In opening up the vines and allowing air circulation they are less susceptible to fungal rots. The pruner sometimes discovers vines with bacterial crown gall and has to cut these vines back really hard to save them.
“If you stay joined to me you will produce lots of fruit” says Jesus (John 15.5) but the Father cuts away branches that don’t produce fruit and trims others so they will produce more fruit (John 15.2). 
It is good for us all to do a regular self examination - To look for those things that are unhelpful in our lives. Things like: unforgiveness, selfishness, impurity, covetousness - and ask the Lord to cut them out of our lives so we can be healthy and productive.
So how is our fruit going?
We may think of our “fruit” as being the other people who have come into a relationship with Christ because of their contact with those of us who know Christ.
Do we live in a way that is sufficiently different for people to see us and be attracted to Christ? 
Are we ready with an answer for those who would like to know more about Christ?

Are we actively praying for family members and friends to know Christ?

Are we expecting growth in the church in the near future? 
Where will the new Christians come from? 
Will it be from among our own friends and contacts?

These are important questions. Of course “fruit” doesn’t just mean new Christians. There is so much more to fruitfulness than this.
In John 15 fruitfulness is seen as answered prayer.
Stay joined to me… Then you can pray for whatever you want, and your prayer will be answered (John 15.7 CEV).
It works like this - when we are living in relationship with Christ (abiding in the vine) his teachings become part of us. The result of this is that our prayers become more and more aligned to God’s will - and because of this they are answered. So we have the fruit of answered prayer.
Later in the chapter fruitfulness is seen as joy.
I have told you this to make you as completely happy as I am. (John 15.11 CEV)
The discovery of God’s grace and of relationship with Christ is wonderful, thrilling and joyful. However hard the Christian life may be, it is also a way of joy. 
There is always joy in doing the right thing. We experience this in different ways. For example in the act of saying “sorry”. When we know that we should apologise to someone, then feeling embarrassed we tell ourselves it’s not necessary, so we delay it… but bothered by our conscience, when we finally apologise – Oh, what joy comes to us.
Joy comes from responding to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. Nothing does more harm to the church than being represented by dour Christians with long faces. So there is the fruit of joy.
Then, in the next verse fruitfulness is seen as love.
I tell you to love each other, as I have loved you (John 15.12 CEV).
This love is also the focus of our reading from 1 John 5 today. It is not some woolly, half-baked ideal. It is practical and seen in our actions.
It means: 
helping the needy 

fighting for justice for the oppressed

listening to the lonely

encouraging the down-hearted

giving away our money

… and that’s just for starters, because Jesus says that the best way we can show that we love someone is to lay down our life for them (John 15.13)… and he did!
So there is the visible fruit of love. 
The way to bear fruit is not to breathe in deeply and try harder, but to stay close to Christ: 
           to pray and listen to his promptings

                       to know his Word

                       to fellowship with his people

                                              to abide in the vine

The Christian is someone vitally in touch with Christ - drawing life from him just as a branch draws sap from the vine. 
Finally, there is a marvellous statement by Jesus at the end of this passage when he says “you are my friends”. Actually he says, “You are my friends, if you obey me” (John 15.14 CEV). Now that doesn’t sound like regular friendship does it?

Can you imagine going up to someone and saying, “Lynn, I’d us to be friends. Here’s the deal - you’ve got to do what I tell you”?
We think of friends as equals - but it can never be that way with Jesus. He is the boss - that’s why we call him “Lord”. But he is also our friend and, in our unequal friendship, he knows what is best for us and seeks to lead and guide us
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CEM Joad

	CEM Joad (1891-1953) was an English philosopher who featured on a popular BBC radio programme called The Brains Trust. Difficult questions such as "What is the meaning of life?" and "How can a fly land upside-down on the ceiling?" were posed by listeners. A panel, of which Joad was a member, would offer their opinions, which often included humorous anecdotes. 

Joad wrote, in 1930, of the rising tide of secularism, “For the first time in human history there is coming to maturity a generation of men and women who have no religion and feel no need of one.”

Secularism continues in our day, but we are also seeing a counter-reaction where men and women are once again seeing the spiritual. People are looking in a range of directions to find spiritual experience. Just to mention a few there are self-belief classes, angel companions, chemical or meditation induced trances, astrological charts, fortune-tellers, and the belief crystals in the home will change our sense of well-being. But, in the end, there is so often no life to be found in these things! The branch lies loose and limp and withering! Life and growth and fruitfulness come through dwelling in Christ.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With Heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
Abide with me MHB 948; MHB 502; H&P 665; CMP 4; S1 2
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23

Bread of heaven on you we feed MHB 769; WOV 434
Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

For the beauty of the earth MHB 35; WOV 77; H&P 333; CMP 152

God is love let heaven adore him WOV 93; H&P 36; CMP 187

I hunger and I thirst MHB 462; H&P 730
I want to be a tree that’s bearing fruit S1 254

Let there be love shared among us SIS 322; CMP 411; S1 317

Love divine MHB 431; WOV 148; H&P 267; CMP 449; S1 343

May the mind of Christ my Saviour WOV 537; H&P 739; CMP 463

My gracious Lord, I own your right WOV 483; H&P 741
O the deep, deep love of Jesus CMP 522; S1 414

O thou who camest MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

That mystic word of yours MHB 469
The love of God is greater far (words and sheet music)

You are the vine SIS 678
We want to remain in your love S1 558

For NZ hymn and song suggestions see NZ Music month above


	Prayers
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	Collects 
Have regard for this vine             John 15:1-8

Nurture me God,

I feel pruned, burned, lifeless.

My sap is dry,

my leaves are brown.

If my roots are deep in the river shingle,

I can survive drought or frost.

My grapes will be plum red.

You will taste cherry

and fragrance of blackberry.

Have regard for this vine, God,

as a sign of your grace, 

Amen. 
© John Howell (used with permission)
Eternal God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ 

is the way, the truth and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, 

and to share his risen life;

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 22.25-31
In the full assembly 
I will praise you for what you have done; 
in the presence of those who worship you 
I will offer the sacrifices I promised.
The poor will eat as much as they want; 
those who come to the Lord will praise him. 
May they prosper forever!

All nations will remember the Lord. 
From every part of the world 
they will turn to him; 
all races will worship him.

The Lord is king, 
and he rules the nations.

All proud people will bow down to him; 
all mortals will bow down before him.

Future generations will serve him; 
they will speak of the Lord 
to the coming generation.

People not yet born will be told: 
The Lord saved his people.
Good News Translation (GNT) Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society

Confession – The Gardener
Our Lord and God we come before you

asking for your Spirit’s examination of our lives.
We recall the things we have done, 

the things we have neglected to do.
God, the gardener, we invite your inspection.
Come and cut away all that is unfruitful and unhelpful.
We confess that we have not been the people that you want us to be.
Where there has been unforgiveness, selfishness, 
impurity or covetousness in our lives
We turn to you and ask for your cleansing.

Cut away the dead wood and bring us new life.
We confess that we haven’t been as close to your life as we could have been.
When you called us to watch and pray, 

we were distracted.
When you called us to know your word, 

we watched the television.
Forgive us Lord

and draw us again to yourself.
Make us into the fruitful people that you desire us to be.
For the glory of your Son, Jesus the Christ.
Amen.
© Andrew Gamman
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Shopping for Fairtrade
Fairtrade fortnight (see above) is the time to talk about shopping for Fairtrade goods. The rise in their availability has been remarkable. Today, more than six million people - farmers, producers, workers and their families - in around 63 countries benefit from the unique, independent Fairtrade system. There are many imposters trying to jump on the bandwagon for financial gain, so it is important to look for the Fairtrade logo to ensure independent verification. Fairtrade provides farmers and producers in developing countries with a fair price for their produce, helping protect them from damaging fluctuations in world market prices. They also receive an additional sum of money for investment in social, economic and environmental development in their community, such as educational and medical facilities. Fairtrade Certification standards also prohibit the use of forced and abusive child labour.
The issue for us is justice, which is very close to the heart of God.

Allow space in the service today for people to share what their favourite Fairtrade goods are and where they buy them. 

A few of my favourites:
      Scarborough Fair coffee (dark) from Countdown

      Whittakers milk chocolate from Countdown

      All Good bananas from New World
      Wild Bean Café coffee

      Trade Aid drinking chocolate from the Trade Aid shop
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	Ideas for children from sermons4kids.com:
A branch or stick  
The true vine

	PowerPoint
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	Google images for grapes, grapevines and vineyards
“Bear fruits” cartoon from reverendfun.com
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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