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5 April 2012 - Tenebrae
A Service of Shadows 
Year B - Maundy Thursday - 28B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Preparation 
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	This is a simple service that requires little preparation, yet is powerfully dramatic in its portrayal of the passion of Christ. 

You will need:
· A candle holder with seven candles. You can buy one of these - or get someone who is handy with wood to make one. Ideally the centre candle is elevated above the other six.
· A candle snuffer

· A lectern light that can be switched off

· Seven readers prearranged

Lighting

Being a service of darkness, you will need to hold it in the evening. The candles are lit at the beginning of the service and the auditorium lights can remain on until the last hymn. At that stage these are turned off and the only lighting is from a lectern light and the seven candles mounted front-centre in the church. You will probably need to leave a foyer light on also to light the way when people leave the service. 
Instruct your readers

You will introduce the first reader and the others are to come up un-announced. The first reader finishes the reading, then takes the snuffer and extinguishes one of the outside candles saying the words “the shadow of betrayal” before returning to be seated in the congregation. After a delay of 30 seconds to a minute the second reader comes to the lectern and reads, then snuffs the other outside candle with the words “the shadow of inner agony.”  Proceed in this way until the last reader. After the last reader snuffs the last (centre) candle with the words “the shadow of death” he/she says in a loud voice “it is finished!” This is the conclusion of the service. (Don’t do what I once did. I chose a 90 year old for the last reading then realised, to my horror, that he was left to negotiate his way down the steps from the pulpit in pitch black darkness!) 



	The Service
Ctrl+Click to follow links
Song key

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
FFS: Faith Forever Singing

HIOS: Hope Is Our Song
MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

WOV:  With One Voice

	Introduction 


What we are observing tonight is a service that dates back to the fourth century after the death of Jesus. We are meditating on the fact that it was on the evening before Good Friday that Jesus and the disciples were together for the last time, standing in the shadow of the cross.
The word “Tenebrae” is Latin and literally means darkness. The gradual extinguishing of candles is symbolic of the gathering darkness that came over Jesus through the human race. It speaks of:

· the setting of the sun of justice

· the darkness of those who didn’t know the Lord, who hated him, opposed him and condemned him to death

· the desertion of the disciples and their later desolation

· the looming shadow of the cross
Tenebrae services have been variously held on the Wednesday of Holy Week, today (Maundy Thursday) and Good Friday. It is interesting to note that “Maundy” is Old French for commandment – and it is used to recall Christ’s new commandment to love one another. The church has especially thought about loving the poor on Maundy Thursday. The word “Maundy” is also used of the foot-washing ceremony. Good Friday is an English corruption of “God’s Friday”.

This service is also known as the service of shadows. We think tonight of the shadows that fall on Christ: The shadow of betrayal, inner agony, loneliness, desertion, accusation, mockery and finally death. The number of candles used in the service has varied from the seven we are using tonight to seventy-two. The English Catholic tradition is to use twenty-four, one for each hour of the day. Another Catholic tradition that we are not following, but is worth mentioning, is knocking at the end of the service. The priest knocks on the altar – and the whole congregation joins in knocking to symbolise the convulsing of nature when Jesus died. At the end of the service we will remain in silence.
Included in the service is the ancient Greek prayer kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. This is a time to reflect on what it was like for Jesus on his journey to the cross, and what is was like for his disciples. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in his suffering for us

Hymn   On a hill far away CMP 536; S1 403
Psalm 22 (selection)
Confession prayer
Lord God sometimes it is hard for us to come to you

because we have sinned against you

in our thoughts and words and deeds

through negligence, through weakness

through our own deliberate fault

We confess there are times

when, like Judas, we betray you

We remember how often we have fallen asleep

and not been obedient to your call

to watch and pray

Just as Peter denied you

so do we

We confess that we have denied you 

more times than three

There are many times 

when we do not have the courage

to stand and be counted in your name 

and we turn our backs on you and run

Perhaps we do not actually shout, “Crucify him”

but Lord, by our words and our actions

we have done just that

O God, we are very much like those first disciples

We acknowledge our sins of betrayal

denial and lack of courage

and ask that in your mercy

you will hear our confession

and forgive us

Lord have mercy on us

Christ have mercy on us

Lord have mercy on us

Hymn 233  When I survey MHB 182; WOV 258; H&P 180; CMP 755; S1 572
Instructions to the congregation
We have arranged the readers to now come up one by one unannounced. At the conclusion of each reading the reader will announce the shadow that is falling over Jesus as they snuff out one of our candles. There will be a short silence before the next reading. When last candle is extinguished, that’s the end of our service. The church will remain in darkness. You are invited to stay in quiet meditation for a moment before leaving the service by the foyer light. To maintain a spirit of solemnity we request that you depart the building in silence. 
The Readings
1) The shadow of betrayal



Matthew 26.20-25



2) The shadow of inner agony



Luke 22.40-44



3) The shadow of loneliness




Matthew 26.40-45



4) The shadow of desertion




Matthew 26.47-50 & 55-56 

5) The shadow of accusation



Matthew 26.59-67



6) The shadow of mockery




Mark 15.12-20

 

7) The shadow of death




Luke 23.33-46



It is finished!



	New Zealand song suggestions


	It all depends on where I’m going FFS 39

Something’s dead inside me HIOS 123
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
2

