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Sunday 29 January 2012
Amazing authority
Year B - Epiphany 4 - 12B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Deuteronomy 18.15-20 Moses tells the people of Israel that God will choose another from among them as prophet to be his successor. They are to obey the prophet’s message since it comes from the Lord.
Psalm 111 The psalmist praises the Lord for all he has done. “The Lord is famous for his wonderful deeds and he is kind and merciful.”
1 Corinthians 8.1-13 Paul answers a question about eating food that has been offered to idols. He recommends acting in a way that causes the least hurt to other Christians.
Mark 1.21-28 Jesus begins his ministry in Capernaum by healing a man with an evil spirit. The news spreads quickly over Galilee.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Demons?

Today we follow the reading from Mark’s Gospel. This lectionary year is the year of Mark, but over the first few months the set readings often come from one of the other gospels. When we reach the season of Pentecost there is a long sequence of Sundays from the second gospel and “10 minutes on a Tuesday” will follow a series called The Ministry of Jesus.  
The healing of the man with an evil spirit in today’s passage (Mark 1.21-28) is the first healing in Jesus’ ministry as it has been recorded for us by Mark. It is also found in Luke 4.31-36. Right at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, then all the way through, we find Jesus confronting evil forces that manifest in the form of demons. What are we to make of these passages? This demon “mythology” does not sit well with the contemporary Western scientific mindset. Although, it must be added, other cultures (and other times) have no such problems with these passages. The temptation to ignore them would mean to by-pass large chunks of the Scripture.  Nevertheless, the symptoms displayed by those afflicted seem to describe what we would call epilepsy or a range of mental and nervous disorders to which we can put names. The fact that Jesus was drawn to minister to those so afflicted (and people suffering from leprosy and other conditions) shows his compassion for those who suffer. By his association he is also breaking down the stigmatism associated with such diseases.

There is a parallel between the way Jesus deals with those afflicted and the way modern medical professionals often speak of a disease that they are fighting as a separate entity from the sufferer. Doctors sometimes almost personify the disease as an enemy with talk such as, “we’re fighting this cancer and we’ll beat it yet.” 

We should not assume that, just because we can describe something with a scientific name, there is no real evil present. In Jesus’ ministry all illness is treated as an evil thing, although not all is seen as the result of evil spirits. Nor should we assume that our view, from a scientific perspective, is the only true and valid one. Before we dismiss the idea of demon possession we would do well to consider that there may be more than one way to accurately describe an event. 

However we view it, the arrival of the Kingdom of God in the person of Jesus demonstrated the compassion of God for the afflicted and began the task of pushing back the forces of evil; a task that is continued by the church in our own day.

Candlemas

This coming Tuesday 2 February is candlemas, the feast that celebrates the presentation of the infant Jesus in the temple as recorded in Luke 2.22-39. This took place, as prescribed by the Law (Leviticus 12.1-4), 40 days after his birth. The feast is traditionally celebrated with a procession of lighted beeswax candles (thus the name).


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Harry Potter

The Harry Potter books by JK Rowling, and the movies that followed, repeatedly bring up the idea of confrontation with evil. In the last book Voldemort, who appears as the personification of evil, tells young Harry, "There is no Good and Evil, there is only power and those too weak to seek it."
Catch me if you can (2002 - M)
Thinking about authority, this movie based on a true story, is a classic example of someone trying to do things that he didn’t really have the authority to do. Leonardo diCaprio plays the role of Frank Abagnale Jr. a con man who variously pretends to be an airline pilot, a doctor, and legal prosecutor. The movie also stars Tom Hanks as the FBI agent trying to track Abagnale down.
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Visual Aids
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	Healing Prayer
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In response to today’s gospel reading and message you may want to give opportunity for people to receive healing prayer to be released from the things that bind them. Starting into a New Year many will be very conscious of things like oppressive working situations, habits that restrict their freedom, physical ailments or personal guilt. Offer prayer for those who would like to be set free. This could be at the communion rail or by anointing with oil at the end of the service.

Candle Lighting

To celebrate candlemas (see above), at the beginning of the service, have a procession of people with beeswax candles coming to the front of the church where the lit candles will burn through the service. The distinctive fragrance of beeswax will add atmosphere to your service.

	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	The first incident in the ministry of Jesus, as it is told by Mark, takes place in the town of Capernaum at the northern end of Lake Galilee. As was his custom, Jesus went, with other Jews, to meet at the synagogue on the Sabbath. It was there that he drew the crowds as he started teaching. 
The people were astonished at his message. It was not the stuff they were used to hearing from their religious leaders. In fact, they had never heard anything like it - and he spoke with such amazing authority. 
While Jesus was teaching, a man with an evil spirit started causing a commotion. He was both unkempt and ritually unclean and shouted out, “Hey Jesus, what do you want with us? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are! You are God’s Holy One.”
Jesus turned to the man. His heart was filled with compassion and he told the evil spirit, “Be quiet and come out of the man.” The man convulsed, gave a shout and the spirit left. He was left unharmed and well. 
Everyone present was totally amazed. They said to one another, “This must be some new kind of powerful teaching.” After that, news about Jesus spread rapidly through the whole region. 

It’s a story that comes to us from a different time-period, a different culture and a different world-view. But it is the story also of the ever-present Christ, and it can speak afresh to us today. It asks us, first of all to…
Be amazed
When Jesus began his teaching and healing ministry, the people were amazed and asked, “What new teaching is this?” This is the record of the gospel as it was first announced. Of course, it is the same gospel that we retell… but so often the astonishment, the amazement at its contents is lost. For some of us, we have heard the teaching of Jesus so often that it has become ordinary, hum-drum, familiar and commonplace. The trouble is that we have made contact with his words but their life and power have missed us! 
So what is this new teaching? It is that in Jesus, God himself has demonstrated his love for us by coming among us and offering us forgiveness, new life and hope, and a place in his kingdom. The implication for us is truly astonishing. When our eyes are opened to this message, it breaks us out of the ordinary and brings us into communion with the Living God. This is truly amazing!
The story also challenges us to…
Engage with need
It is said that the best test of a civilised society is the way in which it treats its weakest members. The poor man who was shouting in the Jewish meeting place was possessed by an “evil” spirit – the word used is literally “unclean”. In ancient times, as today, troubled people often neglected their personal hygiene – they looked unclean. Their physical appearance as well as their mental state caused people to keep their distance. Jesus, however, engaged with this man and brought help and healing.
Who is it, in our community, that others shy away from? How can we helpfully engage with them? It is a wonderful testimony to the attractiveness and healing power of the gospel that those who are survivors of our mental health system are often especially attracted to churches. Do we give them a warm welcome and a place of dignity?
Finally we can…
Capture the authority
In contrast to the teaching of the scribes, one of the things that amazed the crowd was Jesus’ authority. The scribes taught about God, but Jesus was God in the flesh. His presence brought the immediate authority of God. The healing of the man with the unclean spirit is evidence of Jesus’ divine power. 

In the same vein, the Psalmist reflects that God “made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel” (Psalm 103.7). The passage leads us to ask, “to what extent do we know God’s ways rather than just his deeds?” The challenge for us is to know God in such a way as we share his authority. This was clearly what Jesus intended for his followers when he said. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples…” (Matthew 28.18-19.) 
Our knowledge of God is always only partial, at best it is like looking into a dimly lit mirror… but to know only about God ends up being a barren academic pursuit, it is in knowing God that we capture his authority. 


	Illustrations / Stories
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	Playing God
Several times I have witnessed the sense of defeat borne by medical professionals when they have been unable to prevent the death of a patient. At times, some have been visibly upset by the loss of an unknown elderly patient. They had lost the battle to keep the patient alive any longer. Perhaps the sense of defeat is part of identifying with the Hippocratic Oath by which one aims to “apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] are required” (modern version) and disease and death are seen as an enemy to be fought at all costs. 
New Zealand poet and doctor Glenn Colquhoun picks up the idea of the personified evil of disease in his excellent book of poems, Playing God: Poems about Medicine (Wellington: Steele Roberts, 2002) which won a Montana Book Award in 2003. From the poem Today I do not want to be a Doctor:
     “Disease will not listen to me
      Even when I shake my fist.”

Read Colquhoun poems on-line. 
Stories about authority
1. The story is told of a small child who runs out in front of a great and famous King. One of the King’s body-guards and protectors scoops up the child and gently rebukes her. “Hey little girl, don’t you know who that is?  You're in front of his Majesty the King? You can’t just go about running in front of him."
The little girl looks up indignantly at the body-guard and answers, "He might be YOUR king, but he's MY DADDY!"  
2. A young man got his first job as a storeman for a large national retail outlet. He was at the very bottom of the chain of command, and his fellow workers jokingly let him know it. After only a couple of days on the job he had been assigned the task of sweeping around the shopfront. He was standing there broom in hand contemplating his lowly position when an irate customer came striding toward him. The customer had a faulty product in his hands and was returning to make a complaint.  
“Young man,” the customer growled, “I want to speak to someone with a little authority around here.” 
The new boy looked around to the left and right and leaning on his broom said with a twinkle in his eye, “Well, sir, you might as well talk to me, because I’ve got just about as little authority as anybody in this whole place.”



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All hail the power MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7
Be still and know SIS 27, CMP 48; S1 48

Be still for the presence CMP 50; S1 47

Bring in your new world  HIOS 13

Create in me a clean heart CMP 108; S2 669
Christ is our peace AA 16

Dear Lord and Father of mankind MHB 669; WOV 519; H&P 673; CMP 111
God forgave my sin SIS 41; CMP 181; S1 79
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds MHB 99; WOV 158; H&P 257; CMP 251; 

     S1 190
In the name of Jesus SIS 187; CMP 339
In this world of darkness WHV 25

Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376
More love more power CMP 892; S1 359

O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383
O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525: H&P 685; CMP 515; S2 917
Set my spirit free SIS 43; CMP 595

There is a Redeemer SIS 644; CMP 673; S1 492
Touching heaven changing earth S2 1046

We are a people of power SIS 652; S1 536


	Prayers

	Collects 
Deut 18:22; Psalm 111; Mark 1:21-28

Gracious God of all mercy,

I want to find and grasp the truth,

and act with understanding.

May I find the courage 

to face my own demons,

and speak the truth to the unclean spirit.

I stand in awe of You.

Let my counsel be wise,

and my song thankful,

because of the Holy One of God, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
God of heaven and earth, 

whose power is made fully known 

in your pardoning mercy: 

ever fill us with your grace, 

that, entering more fully into your promises, 

we may come to share in the good things of heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Call to worship
Come let us whole-heartedly praise the Lord.
As we gather among his people, let us give him thanks.
The Lord has done marvelous things.
Everything he does is glorious and majestic.

Let us bring our praises to him.
© Andrew Gamman

Psalm 111 (selection)
Hallelujah! 
I give thanks to God with everything I've got— 
Wherever good people gather, and in the congregation. 

God's works are so great, 
Worth a lifetime of study—endless enjoyment! 
Splendour and beauty mark his craft; 
His generosity never gives out. 
His miracles are his memorial— 
This God of Grace, this God of Love. 

He manufactures truth and justice; 
All his products are guaranteed to last— 
Never out-of-date, never obsolete, rust-proof. 
All that he makes and does is honest and true: 
He paid the ransom for his people, 
He ordered his Covenant kept forever. 
He's so personal and holy, worthy of our respect. 
The good life begins in the fear of God— 
Do that and you'll know the blessing of God. 
His Hallelujah lasts forever!

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

We come this morning in search of harmony

     harmony between the things we hope for 

          and the things we see

     harmony between what we know 

          and what we dream

     harmony between the people we would like to be 

          and the people we know we are

We come in search of harmony in our world

The harmony that sees beauty 

     and responds creatively

The harmony that heals brokenness of creation, 

     that re-tunes songs run amok

The harmony that rediscovers melodies 

          and resonances long thought disappeared

We come in search of harmony between people

     Restoring damaged songs
          Renewing arrangements and balances

               Rebuilding symphonies from scattered fragments

We come in search of greater harmonies…
     between nations, 

          between races, 

               between creeds and cultures

We come in search of harmony with God 

The places and the times when we rest in peace and joy, 

     where we know we have heard the songs of the angels

Where ancient and new, 

     where sacred and secular, 

          where satisfying and exultant 

               harmonise in beauty and wonder

And we worship

Our God

     Music-maker: Lyricist supreme: Arranger extraordinaire: 

We offer you what harmony we have

     In love and worship now

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
Canticle of Simeon 
Called “Nunc Dimittis” from the opening words in Latin. This is a Candlemas prayer.
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace,
your word has been fulfilled:
My own eyes have seen the salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
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	Make rolled beeswax candles
Beeswax candles are linked to the celebration of Candlemas (see above).

Beeswax sheets and wicks are available for purchase from some honey shops (Arataki), some craft shops and online from www.beeswax.co.nz  ($1.40 per sheet each – but sheets can be cut with a craft knife to make smaller candles)
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Soften the sheet in a warm room, in the sun or with a hairdryer, but don’t over-do it! Cut the wick 2 cm longer than the sheet.  Lay the wick at one end and crimp the wax over it with your fingers. Roll the wax sheet from this end slowly and firmly with the palms of your hands. Gently press the edge of the wax to seal the seam. 
Who has the power?
Children like to think and fantasise about power, who has it, and what it would be like to have much more. The Incredibles movie (2004) re-invented the super-hero idea for another generation. 

Ask what superpower the children would like to have:

· To be strong like Mr Incredible? 
· To run like Dash?  
· To be able to turn invisible like Violet? 
· To stretch like Elastigirl (Mrs Incredible)? 

When Jesus performed miracles people were amazed by his power. He showed us that it is important to use power in the right way. With power comes the responsibility to care for others rather than thinking about own desires. When he was hungry Jesus resisted the temptation to use his power to turn stones to bread so he could have something to eat. The way he used his power was to help needy people. He helped people who were rejected by others because they had diseases like leprosy or because they behaved in strange ways. 
Jesus also said that he would share his power with us. We might not be able to go around performing miracles like Jesus but we can help needy people like he did. We can do things like befriending lonely people who find it hard to fit in and visiting our friends when they get sick. 


	PowerPoint
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	Images of the presentation of Jesus:
From churchyear.net
In stained glass and this one from The Church of St Vincent de Paul, Albany, New York

By Andrea Celesti
Images of Jesus healing the man with an unclean spirit:

Ian Pollock
Vittore Carpaccio
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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