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Sunday 28 October 2012
What do you want me to do? 

Year B - Pentecost 22 - 62B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Job 42.1-6, 10-17 Job declares that nobody can oppose the Lord because he is far beyond our understanding. The Lord restores Job’s fortunes. 
Psalm 34.1-8, 19-22 The psalmist encourages us to run to the Lord for protection. “I was a nobody, but I prayed, and the Lord saved me from all my troubles.”
Hebrews 7.23-28 Jesus is the perfect High Priest forever. He offered himself as a sacrifice once and for all when he gave himself.
Mark 10.46-52 While passing though Jericho, Jesus was confronted by a blind beggar. In response to Jesus question, “What do you want me to do for you?” the blind man said “I want to see.” Jesus healed the blind man who then followed him on the road.
Week of prayer for world peace 21-28 October 2012

The week of prayer for world peace is a Christian initiative that unites people of many faiths in praying for peace in our world. For more information visit the New Zealand inter-faith website
It is Reformation Sunday today because it is the nearest Sunday to 31 October, the day Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg. The following alternative readings are given: 

Amos 5.14-21 

Psalm 106.1-12 

1 Peter 2.1-10 

Luke 6.46-49 

This is an ideal opportunity to tell the story of Martin Luther, Jean Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Menno Simons or one of the lesser known Reformation leaders.  

This coming Thursday is All Saints’ Day, which can be observed next Sunday 4 November. This means that Wednesday evening is the eve of All Saints’ (hallows) Day or Hallowe’en. The recent Americanisation of Hallowe’en in New Zealand has been a boon to retailers and a bane to those who don’t enjoy the visits of anonymous trick or treaters. However, there are other traditions:

· In rural areas of Ireland bonfires are lit on Hallowe’en. Both Ireland and Scotland have a tradition of playing party games like biting apples on a string or “bobbing” for apples in water.

· In Europe in the Middle Ages a story was told of the dead coming to life on this evening to eat ordinary food. A tradition developed of making small cakes called “soul cakes” for the dead. Of course, the dead didn’t come so the cakes were given to the poor (perhaps the origin of trick or treating).

· In Central America this is a happy, festival season when people recall the good memories of times spent with friends and family who have now died. Family graves are colourfully and elaborately decorated. 

· A New Zealand Christian group has established light parties to get away from some of the more negative influences of Hallowe’en



	Introduction / Background
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* Because of their similarity in structure and content Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the “synoptic gospels”.

	Transcendent or immanent?

What is your understanding of the exalted Christ? Is he high and lifted up in the heavens or a close companion? Could he be both? 

I once heard a preacher say, “He’s God Almighty, not God all matey!” I can understand that he was saying that we can be too casual in our relationship with God… but there is also something wonderful about declaring, “What a friend we have in Jesus.”

Our gospel reading from Mark today takes us to the story of Bartimaeus. One man cries out for help and stops Jesus in his tracks. The passage reminds us that the God who is transcendent can also come near to us. This is the very thing that takes us from having ideas about God to having an experience of God. 
Take the opportunity today to use the service to pray for specific needs of those in your congregation. Expect that some will have a transforming encounter with Christ.

The incident in our gospel reading is also found in Matthew 20.29-34 and Luke 18.35-43. Once again, studying the text using this parallels tool provided by the University of Toronto will give you a range of interesting comparisons: 
· It is only Mark who tells us the blind man’s name. 
· Matthew records that there were two blind men.
“What do you want me to do for you?” 
Jesus’ question to Bartimaeus, recorded in all three of the synoptic gospels*, is not the only time that that these words are found on his lips (see Mark10.36). In this question Jesus models the servant attitude that he desires of his followers. All too often people think that those from the church want something of them rather than the other way around. “Oh, it’s someone from the church – they probably want some money for their new roof.”



	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Field of Dreams (1989 - PG) 

This movie will give you a different take on opening blind eyes. It is an unusual American sports film in which Kevin Costner plays Iowa corn farmer, Ray Kinsella. In response to hearing voices, Kinsella builds a baseball diamond in his cornfield. He “sees” players from the past turn up to play. Others are also able to see this as they have their faith awakened. It was nominated for three Academy awards



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Dramatic reading
Today’s gospel passage lends itself to a dramatic reading. Choose a contemporary translation and arrange for the readers to appear unannounced. You’ll need one person to be the narrator, another for the voice of Bartimaeus, another for Jesus, and at least two for the crowd. The person speaking the part of Bartimaeus could wear a black blindfold. He will have to memorise his three lines!  The person speaking in Jesus’ voice can remove the blindfold at the appropriate time in the reading.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	You’re not going. 
Once again this year you are not going.

Crowds are passing you by on their way to celebrate the Feast In Jerusalem. It’s Passover Feast time and the air is electric with conversation. When I say “Feast” you might think that the excitement is all about food and drink. We do enjoy those, but it is really about being part of something big and important. It’s the feeling of “this is where I belong”.
You’re in Jericho and there is excitement in the air as thousands of pilgrims pass through town on their way to the Holy City. It’s only twenty-five kilometres away, but you are stuck where you are. Your name is Bartimaeus. You are blind… and a beggar… and twenty-five kilometres is the other side of the world when there is no-one to help you on your way.
However, it is not all bad news for you. The crowds coming down the Jordon Valley, and through your town, mean that it is a good time for begging. People are in high spirits and more generous than usual. So you sit at the roadside as the people go by hoping today for a few more coins to come your way. Although you can’t see, you can sense the sounds and smells of pilgrimage. There is excitement in the air. You are covered in dust from the passers-by. You can listen in to the fleeting snippets of the conversations of those who travel.  

And again, and again, over these last few days you have heard stories of the miracle worker called “Jesus” from Nazareth.  

     Some people say that he is a prophet.

     Some people say that he is Elijah come again.

     Some people say that he has a devil.

     Some people say that devils flee before him

     Some people say that he is the Messiah who is to come.

You have heard stories of lame people who have met him and walked, and of blind people who have met him and received sight. Blind people who have received sight.

Today you have heard his name with each group that has passed by. They are talking of Jesus. It seems that he is in your road… heading to your town…he’s on his way.

Now you hear the sounds of a large crowd approaching. There are whispers and hushed remarks from many around the edge of the crowd… and in the middle you can hear a strong clear voice of a Rabbi teaching as he walks along. And you know who he is. You know who he is. He is the Messiah. The messenger sent from God. 
You wait until you hear someone confirm that it is Jesus of Nazareth, and you cry out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!”
Notice here the striking contrast. On the one hand - a great crowd. On the other – one individual, alone, apart, at the bottom of the ladder. Jesus turns his attention from the many to the one. He did… and he does. He is not blinded by the crowd. He gives priority to any person at their point of need. One blind beggar steals the scene and the crowd slips in to the background.

In our time people put great importance on numbers, crowds and quantities. Individuals seem to get lost, especially when they are in desperate need. Our cities are full… full of the lonely, the sick, the unstable, those in pain. So we raise our voices to the one who can hear above the crowd. 
Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!
The story of Jesus, who can lift people from defeat has reached us. We’ve heard the rumours. Even though we can’t see him clearly we want to make the venture. We want to cry out. So at a point of desperation… or when we need guidance… or at a time of emotional turmoil we reach out to him.

Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!
You’ve shouted out as loud as you can. But the crowds turn on you. They’re trying to listen to the teacher. They resent your interruption.  They’re annoyed by you.

“Shut up, blind man!”

“Get lost, why don’t you!”

You are staggered by their response. You feel stunned, amazed, rejected, hurt… worthless, desperate.

You are desperate. What can you do except keep on crying out? 
“Son of David, have pity on me!”
Jesus stops. 
He says, “Call him over!”
You heard him say it.

Suddenly you feel relieved, hopeful, excited, frightened and nervous… but at the same time joyful in anticipation. The crowd was rolling in toward Jerusalem. 
But Jesus stopped. 
You didn’t know it, but Jesus was marching toward his appointment with destiny in Jerusalem. The cross and the resurrection were before him. 
But he stopped. 
And gave you his full attention. He was saying that you count. You are important. You are not unnoticed. You have his respect.  Jesus didn’t quickly meet human need on the run. 
He stopped.

He gives us recognition and respect. Human need is his business.

“Cheer up!” the crowds say, “Jesus is calling you.”

You leap up, throwing off your coat, and run to Jesus.

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asks.
Of course, you are not Bartimaeus. You’re you. And you are not on a dusty road in Jericho. You’re sitting on a seat in church.

But Jesus is here. The risen Lord Jesus Christ is present among us. He draws alongside and he says to you, “What do you want me to do for you?”
Where do you need to experience his touch today? Let us bring our requests to him.

“Teacher,” said Bartimaeus, “I want to see.

“Go,” said Jesus, “Your eyes are healed because of your faith.”
At once he was able to see, and he followed Jesus on the road.
Cry out to Jesus. Trust him, and follow him on the road.



	Illustrations / Stories

	Skedaddle
What a strange word skedaddle is. It has a hurried and distracted feel about it. The word appeared out of the blue during the American Civil War and was first found in print in The New York Tribune in 1861. It seems to have been used originally with the meaning of making a hasty retreat from battle. However, it quickly crossed into civilian use and also crossed the Atlantic to find its way into print in Britain. 
But where did it come from?  Maybe from the Greek skedannumi, to retire tumultuously. Or the Scottish skiddle, meaning to splash water about or spill milk. Or the Latin schedula, a small piece of paper (from which we get the English word schedule).
We are a skedaddaling people. We hastily retreat. We spill milk. We busily keep to our schedules. It is hard for us to give people our time.
By contrast Jesus stopped (Mark 10.49). He gives us his time and full attention.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
Amazing grace WOV 56; H&P 215; SIS 401; CMP 31; S1 18

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 21

Be still and know that I am God SIS 27; CMP 48; S1 48

Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Be thou my vision MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50

Come down O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

Father I thank you SIS 269

God was in Christ HIOS 49
Great ring of light AA 57
Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Have faith in God S1 400

How sweet the name of Jesus MHB 99; WOV 158; CMP 251; S1 190

I believe in Jesus CMP 264; S1 195

I heard the voice of Jesus say MHB 154; WOV 500; H&P 136; CMP 275; S1 206

I walk by faith S1 253

Jesus lover of my soul (Wesley) MHB 110; WOV 139; H&P 528; CMP 372

Lord we are blind WOV 563

Lord your face so shines SIS 584

O for a thousand tongues MHB 1; WOV 141; H&P 744; CMP 496; S1 383

Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 545; S3 1468
Open the eyes of my heart S2 926

Out of my bondage CMP 551

Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433

Tell out my soul WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471

Will you come and follow me    (Words and music on WCC website)
What a friend we have in Jesus MHB 538; WOV 165; H&P 559; CMP 746; S1 566

Your voice is calling us S4 2194



	Prayers
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	Collects 
Seeing rightly                            Mark 10:46-52
On the side of the road,

blind Bartimaeus saw the Messiah-

someone the sighted missed.

God, toss my dark glasses,

remove my blindness,

to recognise the Christ beside me.

May I find the perspective, and 

the joy of a Fred Hollow’s vision, 

through a Christ like faith, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Lord of creation, 

you give new strength to our faith.
Grant that we may recognise your presence 

in all life and history, 

and face our trials with serenity and peace.

We ask this though our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
What do you want me to do?

Your question, Lord, stops us in our tracks.
With your attention on us we are at a loss for words.
What could we dare ask of you?

We ask for the health and strength 

      to do the tasks that you have allotted to us.

We ask for the peace

      that comes from being in the right place at the right time.

We ask for the will

      to be your followers through thick and thin.

Jesus, son of David, have pity on us!

© Andrew Gamman
Psalm 34 (selection)
I will always praise the Lord.
With all my heart,
I will praise the Lord.
Let all who are helpless,
listen and be glad.

Honour the Lord with me!
Celebrate his great name.

I asked the Lord for help,
and he saved me from all my fears.

Keep your eyes on the Lord!
You will shine like the sun
and never blush with shame.

I was a nobody, but I prayed,
and the Lord saved me
from all my troubles.

Discover for yourself that the Lord is kind.
Come to him for protection,
and you will be glad.

Honour the Lord!
You are his special people.

When his people pray for help,
he listens and rescues them from their troubles.
The Lord is there to rescue all
who are discouraged and have given up hope.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing

Ctrl+Click to  

follow link

“I believe that the basic attribute of mankind is to look after each other.”   Fred Hollows
	Together make a difference. 

Have a “sale table” after the service or take up a special offering. Each $25 raised will give the gift of sight to one blind person. [image: image9.png]


That’s right, your church can restore someone’s sight. 

It can happen because of Kiwi born Fred Hollows 1929-1993 (pictured). Fred was a world renowned eye doctor and humanitarian who worked tirelessly to restore sight to cataract blind people in developing countries. In 1992, while sitting around his dining room table with a bunch of friends, he set up the Fred Hollows Foundation. The Foundation works in the Pacific Islands and Timor-Leste where four out of five people who are blind don’t need to be. Every year the Foundation restores sight, dignity and independence to thousands of people. The cost of a simple 20 minute cataract operation to restore sight is just $25 in some countries. Donate $25 to restore someone’s sight by calling 0800 227 229, visiting www.hollows.org.nz or post to:

     The Fred Hollows Foundation

     Private Bag 99 909

     Newmarket

     Auckland 1149

Globally, Fred Hollows Foundation-trained eye doctors have restored sight to over 1,000,000 people!
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	Blind man’s buff

Start by having a game of blind man’s buff. Ask for a volunteer to be blindfolded (or to close their eyes). Stand this child in the middle of the room and turn them around three times. Then get them to try and touch one of the others who are trying to get as close as possible without being caught.

When the volunteer touches another player, she has to try to guess who it is by touching their face and hair. If she doesn’t guess on her first try, other players can give her hints. When she guesses the right name, that person becomes the new person to be blindfolded.
After a few turns, ask the children how it felt to be blindfolded. Tell (or read from a children’s Bible) the story of Bartimaeus (Mark 10.46-52) . Tell the children about the Fred Hollows Foundation or The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind and the excellent work that they do helping people who are visually impaired. Finish by praying for those who are visually impaired, particularly those in your own congregation.
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Images of Jesus healing Bartimaeus

· High resolution photo of Johann Heinrich Stöver’s statue (1861) Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus
· In stained glass at St Anthony’s Jersey City.

· Jesus healing the blind man by Eustache Le Sueur, 1625-1650
Go to this website for pictures of the work of The Fred Hollows Foundation
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
4

