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Sunday 25 November 2012
Is Jesus King?
Year B - Reign of Christ - 67B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	2 Samuel 23.1-7 In his last words, David reflects on his time as king. His words resonate beyond his own rule to a future Messianic reign. “The king who rules with justice, who rules in obedience to God, is like the sun shining on a cloudless dawn, the sun that makes the grass sparkle after rain.”
Psalm 93 A psalm in praise of the majesty, power, beauty and holiness of the Lord - or Psalm 132.1-18 
Revelation 1.4-8 John, the apostle, addresses the seven churches of Asia proclaiming Jesus to be the firstborn from the dead, the ruler of kings, the beginning and the end.
John 18.33-37 At Jesus’ trial Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, ‘My kingdom doesn’t belong to this world… everyone who belongs to the truth knows my voice.’”
Reign of Christ
This Sunday is the last Sunday in the church year and is known as both “Reign of Christ” and “Christ the King”. The church seasons, celebrations and holy days through the last year culminate today in an acknowledgement of the cosmic significance of Christ. The Reign of Christ was added to the church calendar in the twentieth century by the Roman Catholic Church. All our Scripture readings today link around this theme. 

Advent and Christmas

Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent (2 December) and the beginning of the new church year. The focus for the new year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be following the Lucan lectionary readings in our planned Advent series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16 
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-45
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20
You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including an advertising template and two new plays. One of the plays is entitled “No Room” written by Rosalie Sugrue to fit in with the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal. The other is “According to the Animals”, written by Tawa Union Church Youth and is accompanied by a beautiful slide show featuring children’s art.

The Christian World Service Christmas appeal this year has the theme “Save my Place”. You will find a host of interesting and helpful church and worship resources on the CWS website, including: service outline, children’s talks, prayers and sermons.


	Introduction / Background
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	John approaches the story of the passion and resurrection of Christ in quite a different manner from the other gospel writers. He records for us no agony in the Garden of Gethsemene and no Last Supper. But, unique to John we have a foot-washing, Jesus breathing on his disciples and imparting the Holy Spirit, a resurrected Jesus having a fish breakfast with the disciples… and in the narrative some striking questions, which are at the climax of the whole Bible story. In John’s gospel Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you King of the Jews?” and “What is truth?” Then asks the crowd, “Shall I crucify your King?” Later, at the resurrection Jesus asks Mary, “Why are you crying?”
Today’s passage from John’s gospel brings us to Jesus’ trial before Pilate. This passage is found in all the gospels (Matthew 27.11-14; Mark 15.2-5 and Luke 23.2-5) and this parallels tool from the University of Toronto allows us to compare all four records. You will note that John has the more detailed account, but all four gospel writers record the question, “Are you the king of the Jews?” on the lips of Pilate. Only John’s gospel reveals the more through interrogation after which Pilate concluded, “I find no case against him.”


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Scripture quotations are from the Contemporary English Version of the Bible (CEV)
	Our reading from John’s gospel this morning takes us to the passage where Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Which raises some questions for you and me.
They are questions of identity. How do we understand Jesus’ role as king? If Jesus is a king, what does that mean for us? What should we do about it? What kind of king is he? And how are we to understand the term Messiah?

It can be a tricky business trying to establish someone’s identity. I’ve put a photograph of myself at the bottom of this edition of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. This is at the request of one of our readers who said that people would like to see who I was. But the picture only shows you what I look like. It doesn’t really tell you who I am. 

As I said, it can be a tricky business trying to establish someone’s identity. I was at my local shopping mall one day when I saw a woman coming toward me. I recognised her, but I couldn’t think who she was. She was quite close and there was no way I could avoid meeting her without appearing rude – but who was she? To my embarrassment, when we got closer together she greeted me by name and stopped for a chat. My brain was in top gear trying to race through all my associations… how do I know this woman? She must live in the same neighbourhood as me, but who is she? Meanwhile she was asking about my family and how we were all getting on. It seemed too late to admit that I didn’t know who she was. I chatted to her briefly, trying hard to sound friendly - albeit vague. I still just couldn’t place her. I didn’t know whether or not she was married, or had children – so I could hardly ask about her family. In my embarrassment, as soon as possible, I said in cheery voice, “I must hurry on” and excused myself. 

No sooner had I left her when I remembered who she was! The memory is so cruel sometimes! I felt like rushing back to her and saying, “I know who you are! You’re Cathleen. I know your husband well. How are the children?” But that would just add to my awkwardness. Instead, I made a mental note: Next time I see Cathleen – be very friendly and ask specific questions about the family.

Apart from causing me some embarrassment it was no big deal that I was temporarily not able to establish Cathleen’s identity. But, to Christians, getting Jesus’ identity right is one of the most important things we can ever do. Who is Jesus? There are so many opinions. Is he a king who now has an exalted and cosmic rule? Or was he a just sad and deluded Jewish prophet?
In our reading today Pilate was seeking the true identity of Jesus and his enquiries were played out in a public drama.

Jesus ended up being questioned by Pilate as a result of him entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday when the crowds seemed to have little doubt about who he was. “God bless the King of Israel!” they shouted (John 12.13).
Now, at his trial, Pilate was trying to get to the bottom of the matter. Does Jesus really think he is king? It seems Pilate really didn’t know what to think. He was vague about the Jews and their political aspirations and really didn’t know the true identity of Jesus. But he wanted find out. 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked. (John 18.33). It was not such a straight-forward question as one would suppose on first glance. Pilate, the Jews, and Jesus would have all understood different things by the title “King of the Jews.” 
· Pilate would be thinking of someone seeking rule in the manner of a normal human king. 
· The Jews would be thinking of God’s chosen, here to set up God’s kingdom on earth. Up until the time of Jesus, no king had been good enough to fill the role… but the dream lived on. God would send his king to set up a kingdom here on earth. In Hebrew this special king was called the Messiah. In Greek he was called the Christ. The English translation of which is the Anointed One. 
· But Jesus tried to explain that his kingdom was of another kind altogether. “My kingdom doesn’t belong to this world… I was born into this world to tell about the truth” (John 18.36- 37).
Which led Pilate to ask the question, “What is truth?” (John 18.38). Slowly, Pilate began to sort out this business of Jesus’ identity. The truth started to dawn. What was beginning to really scare Pilate is not the thought that he might be in the presence of a true king, but that he might be in the presence of the true God. For when he heard that Jesus had claimed to be the Son of God we are told “He was terrified. He went back… and asked Jesus ‘Where are you from?’” (John 19.7-9)

Eventually it seems Pilate was confident of knowing this much… he announced to the crowd, “Look at your king!” (John 19.14). Of course, just being able to identify Jesus as king was not enough for Pilate… and it is not enough for you and me.
He had to act on what he believed. And sadly, that was just the one point at which he failed.
Pilate’s question, “Are you king of the Jews?” raises the question for us, “How are we to understand the reign of Jesus?”

This Sunday in the church calendar is known as “The Reign of Christ”. The claims of Jesus confront us with his right to rule. Has that led to any response on our part? What should we do about that?”

Will we have this king reign over us? We can claim him, crown him and confess him king in our own lives this morning. But this is no light thing. To come under the rule of anyone has serious implications. It means that we act according to their will, not out own. That’s fine when the two wills are in agreement, but when there is a difference of opinion there is a cost to be paid. The choice of allegiances often clash with each other. We do rather like to run our own little kingdoms where we make the decisions and get the recognition and praise. Jesus claim to kingship reminds us that there is a bigger picture and a bigger plan. 
We can do no better than to lay down our wills to the one who claimed, “I am Alpha and Omega, the one who is and was and is coming. I am God All-Powerful!” (Revelation 1.8)
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	The iceman
Michael Jones is claimed by some to be the best Number 8 rugby player the world has produced. He is one New Zealander who publicly faced a choice of allegiances. The strong Christian beliefs that he held meant, for Michael, that in his rugby playing days he refused to play on Sundays. He was selected to play for the All Blacks in the 1987 and 1991 World Cup squads, but missed three Sunday games in the 1991 tournament because of his refusal to play Sunday games. He was omitted from the 1995 squad altogether because he would not have been able to make himself available for the quarter-final and semi-final games.
Closing time

There is a good quote for the end (and beginning) of the church year that comes from a Dan Wilson song called “Closing time”. The song was made famous by REM.

Every new beginning comes from some other beginning's end


	Broader / Personal
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	Jesus was a Capricorn
American country singer Kris Kristofferson penned the words, 
      “Jesus was a Capricorn, he ate organic foods. 
       He believed in love and peace and never wore no shoes.” 
Jesus was a Capricorn is the first and title track on Kristofferson’s fourth album, released in 1972.  The cover picture (left) shows him with soon-to-be wife No2, Rita Coolidge. The track is not a bad introduction to the “who is Jesus” theme as it points to the fact that we like to shape our image of Christ to the cultural norms of our time and place. The point of the song, however, is to make us aware of the tendency to look down on people who are different from ourselves. Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube.
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	Two Crowns
Make a crown of thorns by twisting some vine branches together. At the beginning of the service, perhaps after the call to worship, get someone to slowly come down the aisle a place the crown of on the communion table at the front of the church.

Buy a golden crown from the $2 shop. At the end of the service before the benediction, get another person to come down the aisle and place this crown on the table next to the crown of thorns.
Stations

Set up three “stations” linked in with today’s theme. These are suitable for all ages. Get children to visit the stations accompanied by an adult. In larger congregations you will need to set up more than one of each station and instruct people to go to the three different ones. You will need some fine manuka branches (or vine or something similar), a packet of “jewels” from the $2 shop, gold card, scissors, sellotape, some small award certificates, pens, some $2 shop crowns and the following instructions printed out large.
1) Crown of thorns (display a crown of thorns)
Read:  The soldiers made a crown out of thorn branches and put it on Jesus. 
            John 19.2
Think:  Why did the soldiers make a crown of thorns? 

            Why did most of Jesus’ disciples run away when he was captured, tried 
            and crucified? 

            Am I prepared to count the cost of being a follower of Jesus?
Make:  A small crown out of manuka branches and take it with you.

Pray:   Lord Jesus, give me courage to stand up for you.
2) A lot of crowns  (display several crowns)
Read:   He had eyes like flames of fire, and he was wearing a lot of crowns. 
             Revelation 19.12
Think:   What do you think John means when he describes the exalted Lord as 

             having “eyes like flames of fire” and “wearing a lot of crowns”?
Make:   A small crown out of a strip of gold card taped into a ring and stick 
             “jewels” on it.
Kneel and pray: Jesus, we bow our knees and worship you as the exalted Lord.

3) A crown of reward   (Display a crown)

Read:   Then when Christ the Chief Shepherd returns, you will be given a crown

             that will never lose its glory. 1 Peter 5.4
Think:   Peter is writing about the rewards for those that please God.

Pray:     Help me to be your disciple: to follow, obey and please you.

Make:    Fill out an Award Certificate for “by God’s grace remaining faithful to the 

              call of Christ”. Add your name and today’s date and take it with you.

	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All glory praise and honour MHB 84; WOV 250; H&P 160; CMP 9

All glory to the king of ages S4 1706

All hail the power of Jesus name MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

At the name of Jesus  WOV 170; H&P 74; CMP 41; S1 33

Christ ascends to God! HIOS 14
Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77

Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus WOV 439; CMP 207

He is exalted (Paris) SIS 518; CMP 217; S1 156

He is exalted (Soto) SIS 143

He is the King of kings SIS 240

Jesus, God’s righteousness revealed CMP 996; S1 278

Jesus shall reign MHB 272; WOV 136; H&P 239; CMP 379; S3 1376

Jesus we enthrone you SIS 431; CMP 388; S1 300

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397

King of kings and Lord of lords SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307

King of kings, majesty CMP 1000; S1 309

Lord of all space WHV 36

Majesty SIS 206; CMP 454; S1 346

Over all the earth S2 936

Reign in me CMP 570; S1 437

Reign king Jesus, reign SIS 227

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244
The King of love my shepherd is MHB 76; WOV 81; H&P 69; CMP 649; S2 984

The Lord is king lift up your voice WOV 64; H&P 58; CMP 656

The majesty of mountains  AA 139
You are crowned with many crowns S1 590
You are my king S1 595


	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	A call to worship

The majesty of God in Christ                 Rev 1:4; Psalm 93; John 18:37
Grace to you and peace 

from him who is 

and who was 

and who is to come.  (Rev 1:4)

Noble God,

King of kings,

Prince of peace,

The floods have lifted up their voice,

yet you are more majestic 

than the waves of the sea.

Your throne is the foundations of the earth,

your crown the stars of the universe.

I long to hear your voice –

the voice of truth and grace.

Let me find it in Christ,

and live in dignity and freedom,

to honour him, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Collect 
Eternal Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne in heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord: 

keep the church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The Lord is King – Psalm 93
Our Lord, you are King!
    Majesty and power
    are your royal robes.

You put the world in place,
    and it will never be moved.
You have always ruled,
    and you are eternal.

The ocean is roaring, Lord!
    The sea is pounding hard.

Its mighty waves are majestic,
    but you are more majestic,
    and you rule over all.

Your decisions are firm,
    and your temple will always
    be beautiful and holy

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

A hymn of praise (based on Revelation 1.5-8)

All praise to Jesus 

the first to conquer death.

Praise be to the Alpha and Omega,
the one who is 

and was 

and is coming;

the Almighty God.
All praise to Jesus 

the king above all kings.

Praise be to the Alpha and Omega,

the one who is 

and was 

and is coming;

the Almighty God.
All praise to Jesus 
who loves us,
and by his blood has set us free 

from all our sins.

Praise be to the Alpha and Omega,

the one who is 

and was 

and is coming;

the Almighty God.
All praise to Jesus to whom belongs 

all glory and power
forever and ever.

Praise be to the Alpha and Omega,

the one who is 

and was 

and is coming;

the Almighty God.
All praise to Jesus who is coming
with the clouds

and every eye will see him.

Praise be to the Alpha and Omega,

the one who is 

and was 

and is coming;

the Almighty God.
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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	Who has awards?
As we draw near to the end of the school year some schools, sports clubs, hobby clubs are now having their prize-givings. Are there people who have gained these awards in your church family? Why not congratulate them in the context of the worshipping community? It may be a bit early for your own Sunday School prize-giving but you might like to give out some of your own church awards for faithful service to the church. For example: for flower-arranging, piano playing etc. 
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	Starts and finishes
Make a long strip of paper and supply some felt pens. Spread your paper strip down the aisle, or across the front of the church. Explain that it is the last day of the church year today – a day called Reign of Christ when we think of Jesus crowned as king. Get someone to draw a crown at the end of your strip. 
Ask if anyone knows what season it is next week – Advent – this is the season when we think about the coming of Christ and we light our Advent candles – get someone to draw a candle at the beginning of your strip.
What comes after Advent? – Christmas. Get someone to draw a Christmas star along from the candle… continue with Easter (a cross) and Pentecost (a flame).

There are lots of things that have beginnings and endings that we could write on our paper.

Do you know the months of the year? Let’s write those across out strip too. (Write Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr etc spaced out over the length of the paper. Don’t worry too much about whether they fit exactly with your symbols for the Christian feasts)

Do you know when school year finishes? (20 Dec – Primary; 14 Dec – Secondary – with local variations) – write “school’s out” near the end.
Do you know when school year starts again? (28 Jan – some a week later) – Write “school starts’ near the beginning.

Another thing that has a start and an end is the alphabet. Ask someone to begin with “A” and write the letters of the alphabet across your strip. 
In Greek the first letter of the alphabet is alpha and the last is omega. Let’s put those at the beginning and end (see left) 

Jesus said, “I am Alpha and Omega”. That means he was in the beginning and he will be with us at the end. Through all the seasons of the year he is with us. At Christmas and at Easter; at school and during the holidays he is still there.
Let’s pray thanking God that he is with us at all our beginnings and endings.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Google images for crowns.

A child’s view of Christ risen and exalted Christ – Oil painting by Bruce Williamson

Christ in Majesty – Fresco by Fra Angelico 1395-1455

The trial of Jesus in 36 slides from the Brick Testament – includes Pilate asking Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

This week I’ve included my mug-shot. It was suggested at the recent Methodist Conference that people would like a photo so they would know who I am.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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