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Sunday 25 December 2012
A baby born 

Year C - Christmas Day - 05C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Outline for Family Service
Extra Music 

Extra Prayers
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Isaiah 52.7-10 A messenger brings good news of the Lord coming to rescue his people. “Everyone will see the saving power of our God.”
Psalm 98 A psalm that celebrates the power of the Lord to save and bring justice. “He is coming to judge everyone on the earth, and he will be honest and fair.”
Hebrews 1.1-12 God sent his Son to us to bring his message. Through him God created the universe and he is like God in every way.
Luke 2.1-20 Luke tells of Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem where Mary gave birth to her first-born son. An angel told a group of shepherds that this baby was the Christ. Hearing this news they hurried off to see him and found the baby lying on a bed of hay. (This gospel reading is the one listed in the lectionary for Christmas Dawn.)


	Introduction / Background

	This service plan is designed for a brief family Christmas Day service. It is structured around a dramatised re-telling of our gospel passage from Luke 2.1-20.
The dramatised reading requires nine people to have speaking parts: 
     Narrator, 
     Emperor Augustus, 
     Joseph, 
     Mary, 
     Inn keeper, 
     Angel, 
     3 Shepherds.

As all the speaking parts are small they could be taken by children or adults. Although this is not written as an impromptu play the parts could be read, and minimal preparation is necessary. 

Keep the costumes simple.

Blessed Christmas
I wish you all joy and peace this Christmas. I will be taking some annual leave after Christmas Day. At the beginning of the New Year “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be prepared by David Poultney on Sunday 6 January, and Ian Boddy on Sunday 13 January. 

Andrew Gamman



	Outline for a Family Service
Ctrl+Click to follow links
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Marsden preaching with Ruatara to his right.
*Over 40 years earlier the French Dominican priest Saint Jean Baptiste was in Doubtless Bay and, in all probability, conducted a church service. As there is no record of such an event, Marsden is credited as being first. 

	Call to worship
On this happy day

and in this holy place

we come to celebrate the birth of a baby
who was born to reveal God’s nature to us.
This is good news of great joy.

Come, let us worship him.
Carol   Come and join the celebration H&P 97; CMP 83

Welcome and prayer
Lord Jesus,

today we celebrate 

as we remember your birth in Bethlehem.

We join with the angels and sing

“Glory to God in the highest!”

You are Emmanuel - God with us

Taking our flesh - Living in our world

Bringing light to our lives.

May we find your presence with us

when our hearts overflow with joy

and when they are heavy with sadness.

In times of need 

and in times of abundance.

When we are secure 

and when we are lost.
Our Lord, be born in us today.

Seek us, find us, 

save us, restore us.

May we carry your grace

and shine your light

into a darkened and needy world

and continue to spread 

your marvellous gospel of love. Amen
The Advent Wreath - 
With the lighting of the centre candle today all the candles on your wreath will be alight.

Lighting the Christmas candle 
Praise the Lord our God,
who has sent his Son 

to us to bring the message of hope. 
We welcome you today Lord Jesus!
Yours is the brightness

that radiates God’s own glory.
(Light the centre Christmas candle)
What did you get for Christmas?

Call the children forward and ask them to show their Christmas gifts.
Reading from the prophet   Isaiah 52.7-10
Reading from the gospel     Luke 2.1-20
Christmas appeal offering

This year’s 67th annual Christian World Service Christmas Appeal has the theme of “Save my place”. It’s a powerful, profound desire. The need for a place you can call “my place”. When the need is met it provides security and hope. A “place to till and keep” as Genesis 2:15 says. Deny this need and the reverse is true. Globally there is a battle raging about who owns land. Land grabs are robbing people of their place to till and keep, in Africa, South America and Asia. “My place” turns into “their place”, a modern scandal.
Offertory prayer

Loving God, on this Christmas morning 
we thank you for the wonderful gift 

that you have given to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We are privileged also to be able to bring our gifts 

in support of the Christian World Service Christmas appeal.

With this offering 
we give to you our lives 
dedicated to your will.

Use these gifts and use us

to reveal your love
to empower the powerless

to free the oppressed
and to bring health and healing 

in our troubled world.

In Jesus’ name Amen.

Luke’s account of the Nativity - dramatised 
Narrator

A long, long time ago in a country far, far away… there lived an Emperor, ruler of the mighty Roman Empire, whose name was Augustus. Augustus wanted to establish just how vast his Empire was, so one day he declared…

Emperor Augustus

(Prearrange for someone to stand up where they are in the congregation and say in a loud voice…)

I order a census to be taken. 

Everybody must return to their hometown and register to be counted. 

Narrator

An Empire census had never happened before. At that time Quirinius was the governor of Syria. The Emperor’s decree inconvenienced many people.
Joseph

I’m Joseph, and I live up in the north country in the town of Nazareth in Galilee. This census means that I have to travel all the way down to Bethlehem in Judea. I have to do this because I’m descended from King David, who was born in Bethlehem. 

Mary

Hi, I’m Mary. And I’m engaged to be married to Joseph. As you can see, I’m pregnant and it will soon be time for me to have my baby. I have to go to Bethlehem with Joseph.

(Mary and Joseph walk together slowly across the front of the church while the congregation sings…)

Carol
Once in royal David’s city (MHB 859; WOV 237; H&P 114; 
            CMP 539; S1 404)
Narrator

After their long trip, Joseph and Mary were very weary. They just wanted somewhere to stay. The little town of Bethlehem was full of other people who had also returned for the census. They tried to get accommodation in the local inn.

(Joseph knocks on the inn-keeper’s door. There’s no answer. He waits and knocks again.)

Innkeeper

(From a distance) Yeah, yeah… I’m coming.

(Appears at the door) Sorry to keep you waiting. Things are a bit busy here at the present. What can I do for you?

Joseph

We’d just like a room. Something clean with a rural outlook would be nice.

Innkeeper

Rural outlook! Mate, I’m sorry, we’ve got no rooms at all. We’re full up.

Mary

Please, you can’t leave us out here on the street. We’ve travelled far and my baby is nearly due.

Innkeeper

Like I said, the inn’s full… (pause)
Look … there’s an animal shed out back that you can use. It’s not much, but it’s shelter.

Joseph

What? No wife of mine is going to give birth in an animal shed.

Mary 

(To Joseph, interrupting him) Let it go, Joseph, let it go.

(To the innkeeper) Thanks! We’ll take it – at this stage, anything looks good.
(Joseph and Mary settle down stage-right next to an animal feed trough)

Narrator

The time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in an animal feed trough.

(Mary wraps a Jesus doll and places it gently in the feed trough – although, if you have a real baby, this would be better.)
Carol 
Silent night (WOV 236; H&P 112; CMP 597; S1 455)
(During the carol shepherds take up their place stage left)

Narrator

Not far from the town of Bethlehem a group of shepherds were out in the fields watching over their sheep. It was in the still of night when an angel appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.

(An angel appears)

Shepherds

Yikes!!!

Angel

Don’t be afraid! I’m here to bring some good news that will make everybody happy. The Messiah has just been born in Bethlehem. Go into town and look for a baby, wrapped in a blanket and lying in an animal feed trough.

Narrator

All of a sudden a huge choir of angels began to sing God’s praises.

Carol 
Hark the herald angels (MHB 117; WOV 227; H&P 106; CMP 211; 

            S1 144

Narrator

After the angels had left the shepherds and gone back to heaven, the shepherds excitedly talked together about what they had seen and heard.

Shepherd 1

We’d better get over to Bethlehem.

Shepherd 2

No messing about – let’s leave right now…

Shepherd 3

…As fast as we can. We’ll be able to see for ourselves this baby that God has told us about. 

(The shepherds cross the stage and join Joseph, Mary and Jesus)

Narrator

So it was that the shepherds hurried off. It didn’t take them long before they found Joseph and Mary and, just as the angel had said, their little baby was lying in an animal feed trough. The shepherds were overwhelmed. They glorified and praised God for everything they had seen and heard.

Mary treasured all these things in her heart and thought about them often, wondering what this would all mean.
This is the record of the birth of our Saviour as it is recorded by Luke. Praise be to Christ our Lord.
Wrap up

Wrap up with a short message or a story… like the story of Ruatara.
Ruatara was a Nga Puhi chief who became a sailor on the ships of the whalers and sealers that worked around the New Zealand coast in the early 1800s. He took a ride on a ship headed to England with the intention of meeting with King George III. However the royal audience he had hoped for never eventuated. Far from it! He was not allowed to land and instead was put on board a convict ship headed for Australia.

He became very ill on the long trip to Australia. As it happened an English missionary was on the same ship and he nursed Ruatara back to health. The missionary found his new Maori companion to be very talented and knowledgeable. When they arrived in Australia they continued to spend time together. 
A few years later, they set sail together to New Zealand. They arrived at Motukawanui Island (off the east coast of Northland, in the Bay of Islands) on 19 December 1814. Ruakawa went ashore to make peace with the Whangaroa chief. 
On Christmas Day 1814, at Oihi Bay overlooking the Bay of Islands, that missionary held the first recorded church service on New Zealand soil*. His name was Samuel Marsden. The message he preached was from Luke chapter two, the same passage that we have used for our service today. He told of the message of the angel, “I bring glad tidings of great joy… a Saviour was born for you.” Standing alongside of Marsden and translating his sermon into the Maori language for him, was Ruatara. 
It was Ruatara, who had experienced years of misfortune, that brought the gospel to the New Zealand people in their own language. And beginning from that day, the people of our land have been able to praise the glorious birth, and sing to all the earth, glad tidings of great joy.
Carol       Not on a snowy night AA 98; COC 31
Blessing 

May this baby, born in Bethlehem,
who became known as the Prince of Peace,
bring peace to you this Christmas Day

and throughout the year ahead.
Distribute Christmas Cake to the congregation as they leave.


	Extra Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
COC: Carol our Christmas
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Carols and songs

A child was born in Bethlehem  COC 1

Angels from the realms of glory MHB 119; WOV 235; H&P 92; CMP 35; S2 631

Away in a manger  MHB 860; WOV 242; H&P 94; CMP 47; S1 36
Beautiful presence HIOS 9

Born in the night, Mary's child  WOV 642; H&P 95; CMP 62

Carol our Christmas AA 9; COC 7

Child in the manger, infant of Mary  WOV241; CMP 71
Christians awake MHB 120; WOV 231; H&P 96; CMP 80; S2 653
For unto us a child is born SIS 42
Good Christians all, rejoice MHB 143; WOV 238; H&P 104: CMP 196

How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

Infant holy, infant lowly WOV 225; CMP 342

Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305

Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451

O little town of Bethlehem  MHB 125; WOV 240; H&P 113; CMP 503

O sing unto the Lord a new song SIS 75 (today’s Psalm)

See him lying on a bed of straw  H&P 118; CMP 589

The first Nowell MHB 131; WOV 221; H&P 119; CMP 644; S2 974
Unto us a boy is born! King of all creation WOV 218; H&P 127; CMP 714
While Shepherds watched their flocks  MHB 129; WOV 223; H&P 120; CMP 764; 

     S2 1059
Summer Christmas

Summer Christmas, in a heat haze:  Fa la la la la, la la la la;

twilight cricket – all the street plays. Fa la la la la, la la la la.

All the joy of present giving: Fa la la etc

all the fun of outdoor living. Fa la la etc.

Family use the yard as campsite:

socialising in the lamplight.

Barbecue the Christmas dinner:

barefoot dining is a winner.

Fairy lights the houses trimming;

children laughing, playing, swimming:

in the church there’s carol singing;

joyously the bells are ringing.

Hear again the Christmas story:

Jesus Christ is come in glory.

Let’s remember he’s the reason

for the wondrous Christmas season.

© Jan Chamberlain (used with permission). Tune: Deck the Halls



	Extra Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Collects
God of light and hope, 

of stars and surprises: 

open our eyes to your glory 

and our hearts to your presence, 

that we may respond with joy to the angel song; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
God of all,

you have shown yourself to us

in Word made flesh.

Be present in our lives,

speak your word in our flesh.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

in whose life we find yours.  Amen.
© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Holiday or holy-day XE "Holiday or holy-day" 
Holiday or holy-day XE "Holiday or holy-day"  it all sounds vaguely the same, Lord…
Whether it’s a change in our routines or a day set aside for you

It’s set aside, special, marked out as being different somehow…
And today, this holiday holy-day

We count as special

We set aside

We choose to use to celebrate here and now, 

Could we make every day a holy day? 

Every day a holiday? 

      Every day a day somehow set aside, 

          somehow different from the all rest, 

               somehow anointed and graced by special awareness? 

Could we find something, somehow, to remind us of 

the peaceful times in the tide-sweep of the stressful, 

the warm in times of cold, 

the hopeful in times of discouragement, 

the companionable in the lonely? 

Could there be some way of taking resources discovered in reflection, in awareness, in intentionally being present

So that we can find every day a holiday holy-day?

Probably not always, Lord: 

If everything’s special then nothing’s special:

Yet we come choosing to find that which is set apart, 

To be once again surprised 

by the renewing of our hearts, minds and selves in You

this holy holiday

Amen

© Alan K Webster  (used with permission)

A Christmas prayer for reading between the lines
When the silly season comes to a pause, 

and the shops and restaurants close, 

the holy day of Christmas begins. 

My mind can rush to the next event, 

or be still and drink in the silence of joy. 

Birth is an event of creation – perhaps God is a midwife? – 

which has both pain and delight.

Emperors, CEOs and Generals 

downplay it as women’s work, 

scared to let the nurturing spirit 

weaken their power.

O God within,

Open my eyes to read between the lines

to seek the hidden gift of love, 

and to let the story re-write my life, Amen. 
© John Howell from Sighs too Deep for Words (Used with permission)

Blessing

May he, who by his incarnation,

gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,

fill our lives with his light and joy and peace;

and the blessing of God, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

remain with us always. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw


	PowerPoint
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	Google images for Nativity

The Brick Testament tells the story “Jesus is Born” in 45 slides  
Christmas themed cartoons from reverendfun

The story of Christmas as told the children of St Paul’s Church in Auckland.

Oihi Bay, Christmas Day 1814 painting by Jack Morgan from the Alexander Turnbull Library.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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