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Sunday 24 June 2012
A Storm
Year B - Pentecost 4 - 44B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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Ban Ki-moon
	1 Samuel 17.32-49 The account of David killing the Philistine warrior hero Goliath with his slingshot.
Psalm 9.9-20 David petitions the Lord for justice and mercy. “The poor and the homeless won’t always be forgotten and without hope.”
2 Corinthians 6.1-13 Paul explains to the Corinthians about the hardships that he has endured. He pleads with them to open their hearts to him.
Mark 4.35-41 Jesus and his disciples are in a boat on the lake when a sudden storm strikes. The disciples are afraid but the wind and waves are stilled at Jesus’ command.
World Refugee Day

Organised by the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, World Refugee Day is held on the 20 June each year and observed in churches on the following Sunday.  World Refugee Day seeks to highlight the plight of refugees all over the world who are forced to flee their homes due to fear of persecution. 

In New Zealand, Christian World Service, Caritas and Refugee Services are joining together to reflect on the lives of refugees. Lectionary based resources are available on www.cws.org.nz with the theme “The Lord looks on the heart”.
Do one thing is the UN website about taking action on World Refugee Day.
"On World Refugee Day, let us reaffirm the importance of solidarity and burden-sharing by the international community. Refugees have been deprived of their homes, but they must not be deprived of their futures."  
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon



	Introduction / Background
Only Matthew records the disciples crying out to Jesus, “Lord, save us!”

	Just a storm?
We are now into a seven-week series of messages that focus on the lectionary readings from Mark’s gospel. The whole series looks like this:
June 10
A Kingdom divided

Mark 3.20-35

June 17
A story about seeds

Mark 4.26-34

June 24
A storm


Mark 4.25-41

July 1

Dare to touch


Mark 5.21-43

July 8

Sending the twelve

Mark 6.1-13

July 15

John the Baptist

Mark 6.14-29

July 22

Sheep without a shepherd     
Mark 6.30-34, 53-56
While the story of Jesus stilling the storm is to be found in the first three gospels, Matthew (8.23-27) and Luke (8.22-25) have stripped down versions. Mark is the most concise gospel but in this case he fills us in on many extra details about what happened.  Only Mark tells us:
     they set sail in the evening

     they left the crowd

     other boats were with them

     Jesus slept with his head on a pillow

     the disciples asked Jesus, “don’t you care?”

     Jesus said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
If we put together the facts that:

     this trip was at the initiative of Jesus (Mark and Luke)

     they headed to the far side of the lake (Mark and Luke)

     and they started their trip in the evening (Mark)
all of this added together may lead us to conclude that Jesus was intentionally putting the disciples into a high risk situation. Was this intended to be a test and a lesson?


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	A couple of movies, both with a Kiwi connection, from which you can get good clips of a storm at sea:

· The Truman Show (1998 - PG) written by Andrew Niccol and starring Jim Carrey and Ed Harris.

· King Kong (2005 - M) directed by Peter Jackson and starring Naomi Watts and Jack Black. 

And couple of music tracks that would serve well to introduce today’s theme:

· Anchor me off Don McGlashan’s Kiwi band the Mutton Birds’ second album Salty (1993). Watch on YouTube. Read the lyrics.
· Shelter – the title song off the second album (1986) by American country rockers Lone Justice. Watch on YouTube. Read the lyrics.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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	Dramatic reading of the text
Involve your whole congregation in a dramatic reading of the text from Mark’s gospel. A narrator reads Mark 4.35-41, and the congregation make sound effects when their cue comes. 
Divide the congregation into three groups.

Tell the first group that they are to be the wind. They are to listen to the reading and when you come to the words “suddenly a windstorm” (I’m taking the cue words from CEV) they are to all start going whhooooo – whhoooo. And continue making the wind noise until Jesus tells them to be quiet. Get them to practice: whhooooo – whhoooo.
Now turn to the second group. They are to be the waves. They are to listen to the reading and when you come to the words “waves started splashing” they are to all start going splash – bang – splash – bang. They are also to continue making the wave noise until Jesus tells them to be quiet. Get them to practice: splash – bang – spash – bang.
The final group is to be the voice of Jesus. They are to listen to the reading and when you come to the words “Jesus got up and ordered the wind and the waves to…” they are to shout out “Be quiet!”  Get them to practice: Be quiet!
Once everyone is sure about the sound they are to make, and the cue that they are listening for, get the narrator to slowly and dramatically read the passage. The narrator may want to dramatically pause when reaching the cue words (and, if necessary, point at the group that should be responding.)



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link

*In Mark 6.50; 10.49; 
 13.7


	We come this morning to an incident in Mark’s gospel that has also been recorded for us by Matthew and Luke: Jesus calming the storm. Quite unlike the great Pacific Ocean (of the Monowai rescue below), the Sea of Galilee (or Lake Galilee) is small. It is just twenty-two kilometres by eleven kilometres. Remarkably though, the surrounding mountains can have the affect of funnelling the winds into the lake, and storms can appear with little warning, stirring the waters into violent six metre waves.
In this wonderful story from 2000 years ago, Jesus speaks to the storm in Lake Galilee. He orders the wind and the waves to be quiet… and there follows dead calm.
For the Jews, the sea itself was fraught with ominous imagery. They were never at home on the water. The sea was feared, as it was believed to be the domain of evil spirits and death. John’s description of heaven in Revelation (21.1) is of a place where there is “no more sea”.
So there were the disciples, these faithful followers of Jesus, all together in a boat heading across the lake by night. The storm came out of nowhere, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves. 

The disciples feared for their lives, but Jesus was in the stern of the boat sleeping through the storm. They woke him and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re about to drown?” Jesus got up and ordered the wind and the waves to be quiet. The wind stopped, and everything was calm. Then followed these abrupt questions to his disciples, “Why were you afraid? Don’t you have any faith?”
The incident would have struck a chord with those first reading Mark’s account of the story. They were a small church all at sea in the vast unwelcoming Roman Empire. In his questions, Jesus challenges their fear and lack of faith. 
The story closes with the marveling question of the disciples “Who is this that even the winds and the sea obey him?” And the implied answer is that this is God come among us, this is God’s power present with us to help. 
The relevance to me and you here and now is obvious. In the presence of Jesus we can experience reassurance and calm in the most terrible storms. So…

Find peace during the storms within

The storms of life are common to all of us. 
Part of the human condition is to experience sorrow and grief from time to time. And it is not spread about evenly. Some people get way more than their fair share. It has been said that sorrow is the penalty of love, for when a person loves they will sorrow. Most of us are familiar with the storms of grief that come through losing someone we love. Yet in the storm, the Son of God comes bringing strength and comfort. And only he can change the darkness of death into the promise of life eternal. When the cold, bleak winds of sorrow and grief blow there is calm and comfort in the presence of Jesus Christ. 
And it is also possible for us find his peace in the storms of passion. How difficult it is for those who have emotions that well up into a tempest: a hot heart, a blazing temper, a storm of temptation. These things can come to us with almost over-powering force. And all we can do is cry out as those first disciples did, “Lord, don’t you care that we’re about to drown?” As we acknowledge our need, he hears our cries for help and comes to our aid. When the hot blasts of passion blow, there is peace and security in the presence of Christ.
And we can find his peace in the storms of anxiety. Surely the main enemy of peace is worry: worry about the future, worry about those we love, worry about ourselves. We even worry about how much we worry. Jesus shows us God who, as a parent, is constantly concerned for his children – watching over them. When the uncertain winds of worry blow there is peace to be found in the presence of God. 
If we are encouraged to find his peace during the storms within, we are also invited to


Find peace in storms without

If you feel like you are drowning in a tsunami of change, you’re not the only one!
Uncertainty is all around us. We daren’t spend too much on the latest technology, because it will soon be obsolete. 

We don’t know what laws might change next, what illegal behaviour might be legalised or what the social consequences will be. In 1999, against the best advice, we lowered drinking age in New Zealand. Now people express surprise and alarm at the youth drinking culture. As Westerners we grew up in a world that was under-girded by the Christian faith but now we find ourselves in an age of religious pluralism where we are told one belief is of equal value with another. And that even no belief, if such a thing is possible, is to be encouraged. And maybe you feel that everything is falling away beneath you – that you are free-falling like a boat dropping of the crest of a wave. Familiar securities no longer hold you. Trusted landmarks have disappeared. Navigation is out of control. 

If you find yourself in such a storm, cry out to the Lord. For his presence brings security, calm and peace.
I don’t know what storms you face today. But I do know that, in the face of the storm, the living Christ reassures us with his presence and asks for our trust. Are we afraid? Of course we are! But the knowledge that Christ is in the storm with us,
and that his love is stronger than the winds and waves, brings us reassurance. His purposes are not blown away by the storm. This knowledge rebukes our fear.
Christ is the one who, across the centuries, has brought peace in the storms, light in the darkness, and life out of death. Again and again through the gospel narrative we find on his lips the words, “Don’t be afraid!”* 
The final words of the resurrected Christ to his disciples before his ascension bring to us reassurance this morning: “I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.” (Matthew 28.20)
Amen 


	Illustrations / Stories
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HMNZS Monowai
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	Storm in the Pacific

Larry Robbins was captain of HMNZS Monowai. He was involved in a daring sea rescue that made headlines around the world.

A fleet of yachts, making their way from Auckland to Tonga, received a storm warning from Rarotonga. The warning was rather an understatement – what struck is known in metrological terms as a “bomb”. This was one of the most vicious storms to hit the Pacific, north of New Zealand. Yachts were warned to take evasive action, but in a relatively slow-moving yacht, getting out of the path of a storm is not always easy. The first emergency beacon was activated by the 13 metre yacht “Destiny” after a large wave had rolled it end over end, breaking the skipper’s leg and snapping the mast which was left wrapped around the hull. Within hours five other beacons were activated.
And the Monowai embarked on a four-day rescue mission. They first came upon the catamaran “Ramtha”. Conditions were too bad to launch the ship’s inflatable, so a line was fired for the husband and wife crew to be hauled across the boiling seas in harnesses. However, while they were still fitting the harnesses, a large roll by the Monowai jerked them off their feet and into the water. They were hauled hand over hand, often under water, and finally lifted on board the Monowai to the cheers of the crew.
Ploughing through the storm. The Monowai next found the American yacht “Pilot”. 

This time they were able to effect the rescue by launching the ship’s inflatable. 

They then moved on the dis-masted “Silver Shadow” whose skipper, Peter O’Neil, had broken his shoulder when the yacht had rolled. Mr O’Neil said he was sure he and his crew would have died had it not been for the arrival of the Monowai.
During the storm the Monowai rescued eight people from three yachts. According to survivors, at the storm’s peak, winds were over 100 knots and waves above 15 metres. 
The storm claimed three lives and seven yachts. Captain Larry Robbins received an OBE for his part in the rescue.
Eternal Father strong to save
This hymn was written by poet and hymn-writer William Whiting (1825-1878) while [image: image11.png]


he was master at Win​ches​ter Coll​ege Chor​is​ters’ School in England. He wrote it for a pupil about to sail to America. It is known in America as the navy hymn and is al​so sung on ships of the Brit​ish Roy​al Na​vy.  The hymn has found favour with American presidents. It was sung at the funeral of Frank​lin 
Roo​se​velt and played after the death of John F Ken​ne​dy as his bo​dy was car​ried up the steps of the U.S. Cap​i​tol to lie in state. It has also been trans​lat​ed in​to French.
Cars buffeted in storm on a lake

“It isn’t only boats that are in danger on the Sea of Galilee. To this day, the car parks on the western shore have signs warning drivers of what happens in high winds. The sea can get very rough very quickly, and big waves can swamp cars parked on what looked like a safe beach.”
NT Wright, Mark for Everyone (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004) p51.



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
A safe stronghold our God is still MHB 494; H&P 661; CMP 2

Begone unbelief my Saviour is near MHB 511; H&P 667
Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Come, teach us, Spirit of our God FFS 11

Eternal Father strong to save MHB 917, WOV 74, H&P 379; CMP 122
Fear not SIS 505
Fierce raged the tempest MHB 167; H&P 144

In Christ alone S3 1311    
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359

Lead us heavenly father lead us MHB 611; WOV 492; H&P 68; CMP 400; S1 311

O love that will not let me go MHB 448; WOV 525; H&P 685; CMP 515
Out of the storms FFS 53
Peace, perfect peace (Bickersteth) MHB 501; CMP 555
Peace, perfect peace (Mayhew) S1 430

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

Rockin’ the boat HIOS 117
The kingdom is within you AA 137

Trust in the Lord SIS 117

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life MHB 634; H&P 689; CMP 770  
Who then is this S1 1069

When the storm winds blow AA 152



	Prayers
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	Call to worship

Come and sing praises to the Lord. 
and tell the world about his unforgettable deeds.
The Lord is a shelter for the oppressed,
a refuge in times of trouble.
Those who know the name of the Lord 

trust in him,
for he does not abandon those who search for him.

Based on Psalm 9.9-11
Collects 
Mark 4:35-41

Resilience:  overcoming our vulnerabilities,

widening our capacity for absorbing pressure,

making robust courageous link pins,

healing hurts and forging hope.

There are four key elements:

Personal action and a will to overcome adversity,

a self reflective style, 

and a commitment to relationships.
Christ you come as a companion.

I seek you to secure my feet in the quake,

be my anchor in the storm,

a shelter from the tornado.

In the haven of friends,

bring calm to my soul, 

joy in my heart

and resilience in my backbone, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
God of all power and truth and grace, 

you call your church to love and praise. 

Inspire us with zeal for your gospel, 

and grant us boldness to proclaim your word, 

that we and all the world may praise your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Reading the sky

My soul is troubled. And what should I say – ‘Father save me from this hour’? John 12.27
The temperature falls to signal 

the warm fine day is changing. 

The wind races black clouds 

like the A1GP event 

and the storm flags its start. 

We cannot bypass the downpour, 

only experience it and wait. 

The Holy One whose soul is troubled 

reads the sky over Jerusalem. 

Does every generation need to experience 

war, greed or exploitation 

before learning how to live with neighbour and planet? 

God, I will lift my eyes to the One who draws all to him. 

May we see a new way of living on the horizon. Amen.

© John Howell, Sighs to deep for words: Prayers and images from Taupo (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2007) Used with permission
Benediction

The peace of God which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of the love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.
Based on Philippians 4.7
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Book Review
In the context of a worship service, get people from your congregation to give brief reviews of books that they have found inspirational. Suggest that three minutes would be an appropriate length. You would only want one of these in each service but you could have a series of people doing reviews over several weeks. If you have a church library, get reviews done of some of the books available from the library.
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Ctrl+Click to  

follow links
[image: image7.jpg]



	Follow these easy instructions to get the children to make paper boats in ten steps from A4 sheets of paper. Practise at home first so you can demonstrate. Regular paper is fine. Waxed paper will make the boats last longer – but don’t use heavy paper as this will be harder to fold. 

Get a large wash-bowl or similar and see if everyone’s boat floats. 
Read from a children’s Bible (or tell) the story of Jesus and his disciples facing a storm in a boat on Lake Galilee (Mark 4.35-41).
Jesus wants us to trust him – especially when things seem to be going wrong.
The dramatized reading above will work well with children.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Roger Morris painting of the Monowai rescue
Christ in the storm - Christian art by He Qi, Rembrandt, Bakhuizen. 
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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