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Sunday 22 January 2012
Come with me!
Year B - Epiphany 3 - 11B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Jonah 3.1-5,10 Jonah eventually acts in obedience by going to Nineveh to pronounce the Lord’s judgement. The people believe the message and repent. God responds by not bringing is judgement on the city.
Psalm 62.5-12 This psalm of David points us to God as the source of inner peace and safety.  He encourages us to wait silently for the Lord, put our trust in him and tell him of our concerns.
1 Corinthians 7.29-31 Paul declares that the world as we know it is passing away and the Lord will come soon.
Mark 1.14-20 Jesus announces the coming of God’s kingdom and calls people to turn back to God and have faith. He chooses four fishermen to become his disciples.
Martyrs’ Sunday

Gary Clover suggests that New Zealand Methodists could make this Sunday Martyrs’ Sunday, celebrating the lives and witness of:

      Matiu and Rihimona, 
      Te Putakarua and Te Awaroa, 
      Te Matoe and Te Hau Maringi
On 22 January, a Sunday afternoon in 1837, the Wesleyan Mission printer Rev William Woon heard gun shots in the near distance while he was leading a worship service at the Hokianga Maori village of Mangataipa near the Mangamuka River beyond the upper Hokianga Harbour. 

Four young Wesleyan “native” teachers and lay catechists had attempted to take the Gospel message to a nearby village of the non-Christian pagan chief Kaitoke who was under the influence of a powerful and influential traditional ethnic tohunga named Papa-huri-hia. (Later he was to name himself “Te Atua Wera” the hot or fiery God and to found what later Pakeha scholars have described as New Zealand’s first cargo cult called “Nakahi” or The Serpent, named after the serpent of Genesis 2.)

The party of four Wesleyan Maori had been previously warned that they would be killed if they again attempted to enter Kaitoke’s village with their Christian Gospel message. On the Sunday afternoon of January 22, 1837, they were ambushed outside Kaitoke’s village. Matiu (Matthew) appointed a Wesleyan Native Teacher at Oruru beyond the Mangamuka River en route to the Mangonui Harbour on the Northland east coast was shot and died almost immediately. A companion Rihimona (Richmond) was severely wounded and died eight days later. A third member of the party Wiremu Patene (William Barton) Kairangatira escaped unharmed but with three musket shot holes through the blanket he was wearing around his shoulder. A fourth member of the party, Hohepa Otene (Joseph Orton) Tito-ko-waru an enslaved young chief from Nga Ruahine in South Taranaki freed by missionary influence about 1833 was at the rear of the little party. Out of range he was unharmed and raced back to Mangataipa to tell his people of the incident.
Probably during the Summer or early Autumn of 1836-1837, two young Wesleyan Maori missionary evangelists were martyred for their faith by the Ngati Raukawa chief Nepia Taratoa a nephew of Te Rauparaha at Te Oneheke pa (today near the old Heads Road cemetery in Whanganui). The names of those killed were Te Putakarua and Te Awaroa. According to The Rev Richard Taylor of the CMS Mission from 1843 based at Putiki on the eastern side of the Whanganui River opposite, when told that Te Putakarua and Te Awaroa were Christians, Nepia Taratoa famously declared “they would eat all the sweeter.”
About a year later around the late Summer of 1838-1839 another party of Ngati Ruanui Wesleyan Maori missionaries/evangelists were ambushed and two of their number martyred at Te Ahituatini pa on a high sand hill by the Whanganui River (today Mason Terrace next to the State Highway 3 bridge over the Whanganui River) by Nga Rauru Maori on the order of their chief Mare. These two latter martyrs’ names have been recorded as Te Matoe and Te Hau Maringi.

Information provided by Gary Clover



	Introduction / Background
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	Last week’s lectionary reading took us to the calling of Philip and Nathanael in John’s gospel. This week we continue with the calling stories and switch to Mark’s gospel, which is the primary gospel in this lectionary year. Today in Mark 1.14-20 we encounter the passage where Jesus calls four fishermen to follow him. The narrative continues in Mark 2.13-17 (the calling of Levi) and Mark 3.13-18 (Jesus chooses the twelve). You may want to include elements of these later readings today, as they will not be covered by up-coming lectionary readings.  
The gospel writers record Jesus saying “follow me” seventeen times. On the lips of Jesus the words occur as an imperative. Our response is the beginning of a journey into discipleship and a growing intimate relationship. “Follow me” means to become a disciple, one who learns of Jesus.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Movies with a call scene:
· The Blues Brothers (1980 - M) Jake and Elroy put the band together.
· Forrest Gump (1987 - M) At the end of the movie Forrest runs across America and gains a band of followers. 

· Jesus of Montreal (1989 - M) In French with subtitles. Actors are gathered together to put on a passion play.

Lead me on

The title track off Amy Grant’s 1988 album picks up today’s theme. (Named No1 Christian music album of all time by CCM Magazine). Read the lyrics. Watch on YouTube. 


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Face the other way
Is it possible in your worship space to arrange the seating so that it is facing the other way from usual? The point we are trying to make today is that hearing the call of Jesus is a “turn-around” event. For the four fishermen in our gospel reading there was an immediate new direction.

Testimony Time
Pre-arrange some from the congregation to share in the service what it has meant to them to be followers of Jesus. You may like to get a video camera and record some testimonies from some of your older shut-ins, then screen them in church.



	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	John the Baptiser had riled Herod by denouncing his relationship with his brother’s wife up in Galilee. Herod responded by having John imprisoned. It was John who had seen his mission as preparing the way for Jesus, and when Jesus arrived on the scene he introduced him to the crowd as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Now, in the same territory, Jesus begins to preach the good news and, like John, he calls people to repent. The arrest of John was surely a signal that to become a follower of Jesus was to embark upon a dangerous adventure.
As Jesus walked the shore of Lake Galilee he watched fishermen casting nets from their boat into the lake and pulling in their catch. He spoke to two of them as they brought their boat and fish onto the shore. They were brothers: Simon and Andrew. “Come with me,” said Jesus, “and I will teach you how to catch people.” They immediately left their nets where they were and went with him. A little further on, they came across James and John, also brothers and also fishermen. With their father they were in the process of mending their nets and getting them prepared for going out on the lake. Jesus called to them and they left their father and the hired workers and also followed him.
Mark’s text doesn’t tell us, but it would seem strange indeed if this was the first encounter between these fishermen and Jesus. We would assume that even at this early stage of his ministry, all these fishermen had heard Jesus preaching the Good News. Luke tells us that news about Jesus had spread everywhere (Luke 14.14). John’s gospel fills in some of the detail with its more drawn-out sequence of introductions. Andrew had been a disciple of John Baptiser and was so convinced that Jesus was the Messiah that he had fetched his brother Simon and brought him to meet Jesus.  

So it is that four fishermen in Galilee in the first century hear Jesus’ call and drop everything to become his followers. So what has that got to do with us?

Hear the call
How important it is at the beginning of 2012 for us to hear the call of Christ and to dedicate ourselves to being his followers. It is a call to serve him. All those who follow Jesus are called to ministry. The ministry call is not just for a select few. 

It is important to note that Jesus’ call to ministry and discipleship is not directed at professional clergy. Maybe we think that Jesus should have called scribes who were learned and had great knowledge of the scriptures to be the founders of his church. Instead, he chose fishermen - common and unlearned people. Yes, these men will eventually become preachers, but they are always fishermen preachers. 
And the gospel call is not primarily a call to believe certain things or to behave in a certain way. It is a call to follow Jesus – to be “Jesus people”. The call comes to us because this is God’s time. “God’s kingdom has come” was the main theme of Jesus’ message and it is also the message that we carry. His reign on earth has begun with the incarnation of Jesus. God’s quiet rule now extends itself over the hearts of people. It extends itself over our hearts, which means that his rule is within us (Luke 17.21).
Follow Jesus
When Jesus saw these fishermen he also saw their great potential. He called them to follow. What potential does God see in us? How do we respond when God calls us? We can see that, for these fishermen, this was a “turn-around” event, not a “ho-hum-more-of-the-same” one. Yes, they were fishermen – and they were still called to fish, but in a new way. Could it be that you are called to be an accountant in a whole new way? Or a receptionist, factory worker, student or farmer in a whole new way? What would it mean if your whole working life was dedicated to Christ? What would a farmer-for-Jesus look like? 
To follow Jesus they left behind their nets, their boats and their father. What could we be called to abandon? Could it be apathy? Prejudice? Selfishness? What will we see in a brand new way? Over the next few years these small town fishermen had their eyes opened to the world and the purposes of God in ways beyond their wildest dreams.
Bring your friends
Our call is not to learn more about God, good though this may be, this is more of a by-product of the call. It is a call to come to Christ and to bring others to him. “Come with me and I will teach you to catch people” (Mark 1.17). Being sent by Jesus to catch people means to work at bringing men and women boys and girls under his rule. We are called to outreach to our friends and our family with the good news about Christ. 
Andrew, the fisherman, was so thrilled and excited by meeting with Jesus that he went and brought his brother Simon to introduce him. So it is that the kingdom grows. The call to serve Christ begins at home. It may be that some are called to go to the far corners of the earth – but we are to begin with those closest to us. 
As followers of Jesus we are not an historical society called to preserve the story and teachings of the church. Nor are we an audience called to cheer on the performers at the front. We are disciples called to come to Christ and to catch people. How will we fare in 2012?
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	Quotes

God must love the common people – he made so many of them.
Abraham Lincoln
No one ever believed in the ordinary man as Jesus did.
William Barclay

God’s quiet rule

According to this current news story one third of the world’s population have embraced Christianity. The decline in the Western church is more than matched by rapid growth in South America and Africa and the total Christian population now numbers 2.18 billion.

Australian coat of arms

The Australian coat of arms depicts a shield supported by a red kangaroo and an emu. They are the most well known of the large Australian native animals so were a natural choice. But it is also said that they we both chosen because they can move only forward not backwards and so they are symbols of progress. (In fact they can both move backwards but only with difficulty – because of the kangaroo’s tail and the emu’ three-toed foot – so they do so very infrequently.)  
Like the kangaroo and emu Jesus’ followers are to keep moving forward, never backwards.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
He came singing love AA 59

Here I am SIS 523; CMP 229; S1 161

I have decided to follow Jesus CMP 272

It all depends on where I’m going  FFS  39

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141

Jesus, take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Lord I come to you CMP 880; S1 329

Lord, I lift your name on high CMP 881; S1 330
Lord the light of your love is shining SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335

Make me a captive Lord MHB 596; WOV 528; H&P 714

My Lord, what love this is CMP 476; S1 370

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; S1 391; H&P 704

Sing a happy alleluia AA 118
Take up your cross WOV 496

The kingdom of God is justice and joy CMP 651

The King of glory comes WOV 212

This is my desire S1 515

Who would true valour see MHB 620; WOV 467; H&P 688

Who would walk cheerfully HIOS 129
Will you come and follow me (Bell & Maule - words and music available from the

     WCC website)
You servants of God MHB 426; WOV 474; H&P 278; CMP 784
The entire contents Bill Wallace’s hymn collection “THE MYSTERY TELLING” is now on the website of the Methodist Church of N.Z. It was published in the U.S.A. about ten years ago but was not readily available in New Zealand. It has a topic index, so there should be no difficulty in finding appropriate hymns for most themes. His latest book “Singing the Sacred” was also published in the U.S.A. and is the first of two volumes. It is available through Epworth Books.


	Prayers

	Collects 
Psalm 62:1, 10  Mark 1:18

“If riches increase, do not set your heart on them”

“They left their nets to follow him.”
God, my soul waits in silence.

The earthquake shatters my security;

it rumbles through the night,

it forces me to think what counts.

I want a safety net,

some settled home soil,

but it seems following my heart

requires leaving baggage behind.
Together:
God, as I sort through the wreckage of this broken land,

settle my mind, 

secure my trust in you.

May I find lasting and eternal values,

as I follow your calling, 

Amen.

© John Howell
Loving God, 

through your son you have called us to repent of our sin, 

to believe the good news, 

and to celebrate the coming of your kingdom. 

Grant that we may hear the call to discipleship 

and gladly proclaim the gospel to a waiting world; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Following Jesus
Lord God,
we respond to the call of Jesus this morning to follow.
In following we surrender our all to him: 
Our ambitions, our desires, our possessions, ourselves.
Make us disciples, learners, people on a journey

growing daily with you.
Show us how you want us to serve others,
how we might win others for your kingdom.
We pray for those who don’t know you, 
or who have drifted away from you… 
may they be restless for you, draw them to yourself.
Help us to be good at “fishing”: 
patient, persevering and open to changing our approach,
As people of this church community, may we be authentic witnesses 
for the gospel in this area.
Amen

© Andrew Gamman

Lord, we thank you that you’ve called us

We will journey with you Lord
You said, “Come and follow me.”

We will journey with you Lord
We will follow you to lead us

We will journey with you Lord
You are our trustworthy Guide

We will journey with you Lord
You hold our future in your hands

We will journey with you Lord
You are the Living God
© Andrew Gamman

God the Mighty Rock

Only God can save me, 

and I calmly wait for him. 
God alone is the mighty rock 
that keeps me safe 

and the fortress 
where I am secure. 

Only God gives inward peace, 

and I depend on him. 
God alone is the mighty rock 

that keeps me safe, 

and he is the fortress 

where I feel secure. 

God saves me and honours me. 
He is that mighty rock 

where I find safety. 

Trust God, my friends, 

and always tell him 

each one of your concerns. 
God is our place of safety. 

We humans are only a breath; 

none of us are truly great. 

All of us together weigh less 

than a puff of air. 
Don't trust in violence 

or depend on dishonesty 

or rely on great wealth. 

I heard God say two things: 

"I am powerful, 

and I am very kind." 
The Lord rewards each of us 

according to what we do. 
Psalm 62 selection 
Scripture quotations are from the Contemporary English Version (CEV) © American Bible Society 1991, 1995



	Children
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	Follow the Leader

Get the children to all line up behind you. Then ask the children to copy your actions as you move around the church (or room).  Move first faster, then slower – lift your left hand, then right hand, hop, skip, clap etc. Think of your own wacky actions.

As a variation you could get a child to stand in the centre of a ring of children. Arrange for one of the children to lead the actions without letting the child in the centre know who it is. See how long it takes for the one in the centre to guess who is the leader. 

After the game read Mark 1.17 where Jesus says, “come follow me” (NIV). To follow Jesus means to do the things that he did. What things that Jesus did can we do as his followers? (Being baptised, caring for the needy, forgiving those who do wrong to you, loving people, “fishing” for people.) 
Word-find puzzle from sermons4kids


	PowerPoint
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	The Call of the First Disciples in stained glass
The call of the disciples in 16 slides from The Brick Testament
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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