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Sunday 2 September 2012
Daily Discipleship - Pass the test
Year B – Pentecost 14 – 54B
Help us to help you. If you haven’t yet done so, please take 5 minutes to fill out this 10 question survey about “10 minutes on a Tuesday” (Ctrl+Click to follow link)
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Broader preparation
Creativity
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint
Bible study


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	Song of Solomon 2.8-13 “Winter is past, the rain has stopped; flowers cover the earth, it’s time to sing.” What a great passage for the first Sunday of spring! (Given that these are the readings used in the Northern Hemisphere it’s all the more remarkable that we have this passage today.)
Psalm 45.1-2, 6-9 A psalm for a royal wedding that is in keeping with today’s reading from Song of Solomon.
James 1.17-27 It’s no good just listening to God’s message, we must obey it - and our obedience is evidenced by our actions and our words.
Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 The Pharisees and teachers criticise Jesus’ disciples for not following the washing rituals. Jesus responds that it is not the lack of washing but the evil in people’s hearts that makes them unclean.
Season of Creation - 1st Sunday in Creation - Planet Earth Sunday

Excellent resources for this are to be found on:

· the season of creation website 
· and on textweek
· and on the let all creation praise website. 
2012 Theme: The Word in creation

Sept 2 

1st Sunday in Creation
Planet Earth Sunday
Sept 9 
            2nd Sunday in Creation
Humanity Sunday
Sept 16 
3rd Sunday in Creation
Sky Sunday
Sept 23 
4th Sunday in Creation 
Social Justice Sunday
Sept 30 
5th Sunday in Creation 
Blessing of the Animals
Oct 7

Final Sunday in Creation
River Sunday

If you are following the Season of Creation, Mission Resourcing has a few copies of a Faraday Institute DVD and study book called “Test of Faith” that are appropriate for this season and are available to borrow for use with a group in your church. Request a DVD and one study book for the group leader from nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz.
Father’s Day

Go to “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for 4 September 2011 in the 10 Minutes archives for Father’s Day resources. 
Alternative readings for Father’s Day:
Genesis 37.19-24, 29-35 Because of their jealousy Joseph’s brothers plot to get rid of him, They tell their father Jacob that Joseph has been killed by a wild animal. Jacob is inconsolable in his grief.
Psalm 103.6-13 Just as parents are kind to their children, the Lord is kind to all who worship him

Ephesians 6.1-4 The household code from Ephesians. Children obey your parents. Parents don’t be hard on your children.
Matthew 1.18-25 An angel appeared to Joseph and told him that he should marry Mary and that her baby was from the Holy Spirit.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow links
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The hyperlinks will take you English translations of  the text of these books
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	September - The Letter of James 

Through the month of September the lectionary readings will take us to the little Epistle of James.  For those planning ahead, “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will follow the James readings, looking at “Daily Discipleship” under the headings outlined below:

2 Sept

James 1

Pass the test

9 Sept

James 2

Act right

16 Sept 
James 3

Speak right

23 Sept 
James 4

Be humble

30 Sept 
James 5

Pray

I suggest that you extend the Bible reading to the whole of the chapter each week, so that, through the month of September, all of this letter is covered. Why not ask your congregation to do some homework this first week? Get everyone to read the whole letter in one sitting. You can spend a lifetime trying to apply all the advice in James – but you can read it in less than ten minutes! 
The five chapters of the letter of James are well suited to a short Bible study series. For those who would like to start a Bible study group to coincide with their preaching series, I’ll add some Bible study questions to the end of “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” each week through this series. 
James - On the ragged edge

The division between what got in to the Bible and what missed out is not as sharp as you would suppose when reaching for your favourite translation. The list of the books considered to be canonical has rather a ragged edge. 

There was considerable, extended debate over several books. James in the New Testament, and Song of Solomon in the First Testament, only got in by the skin of their teeth. On the other hand, early church writings like The Didache, and The Shepherd of Hermas, were considered scripture by many of the Church Fathers and hung around for a long time before being no longer regarded as canonical. 
James emerged as a late contender and got received largely on the basis of Augustine’s endorsement. However, even as late as the European Reformation, Martin Luther would have been pleased to see it dropped. He called it, in his preface to the book, “an epistle of straw because it has no evangelical content”. This verdict was based largely on his view that James countered his favourite doctrine. Luther championed the position that we are made right with God by faith alone, and it seemed to him that James ascribed justification to works. 
James was quite a common name, but it is James the Lord’s brother and leader of the Jerusalem Church, who is generally considered to the author of this letter.

James - Imperatives and metaphors

I’ve called this series from James “daily discipleship” because James is packed full of instructions for everyday living. In the five short chapters of the book you will find no less than sixty instructions given in the imperative mood! This makes it rather hard to give a theme for each chapter, as the flow of ideas is rather disjointed. To provide preaching thoughts today, I’ve simply chosen a couple of key instructions from the beginning of chapter one plus another from the verses in our lectionary reading and tried to flow them together. There are any number of options you could take to choose a message to fit your own congregation but choices need to be made. You simply can’t preach them all in one message. I have focused on the same three thoughts in the Bible study ideas.
If the string of imperatives adds to the difficulty of preaching from James, this is more than off-set by prevalence of metaphors and similes. Metaphors are powerful preaching tools. According to Leonard Sweet, “To sculpt a metaphor is to create a world and transform the world” -  Post-modern pilgrims (Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000) p89. From just the first chapter of James we get:
· A doubter is like an ocean wave in a storm

· Rich people disappear like wild flowers, scorched by the sun and losing their blossoms

· Our desires drag us off and trap us

· Sin leaves us for dead

· God never makes dark shadows by changing

· The true message gives us new birth

· Hearing the message and not obeying is like looking in the mirror and forgetting what you look like

· You need to put a bridle on your tongue to be religious

· Religion that pleases God is pure and spotless

Not only can these metaphors form the foundations for colourful preaching they also suggest ideas for stations-based worship.
 

	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Get prepared
Sit down now and read devotionally through the letter of James. Ask God to show you from your reading one metaphor that is relevant to your own life now. Let this become the metaphor for you to live by for the month of September. Ask God to use it to bring you into a spiritual spring-time (metaphorically speaking!).
Get Smart

Very loosely related to the “if any of you need wisdom” of James 1.5 is this American comedy television series that ran for five seasons from 1965 to 1970. It starred the late Don Adams as hapless government Agent Maxwell Smart. Each week Max managed to save the world from some dire threat. Barbara Feldon co-starred as Agent 99, as did the late Edward Platt as Chief. The endearing characters, quick gags, “high-tech” gadgets (see the shoe phone in the picture), and humorous bungles (“sorry about that, Chief”) ensured the show’s success.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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CEV = Contemporary English Version of the Bible
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	Stations

Set up “stations” around your church and allow 10 to 15 minutes for this activity. There are three different stations and the idea is to get everyone to visit all three. They can be visited in any order. Depending on the size of your congregation, you may have to set up duplicates of each. For each station print out the Bible passage large on a card and instructions as suggested below.
Cork in water
Put a cork, floating in a bowl of water, along with your instructions on a table.
Read

“If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be given to you. God is generous and won’t correct you for asking. But when you ask for something, you must have faith and not doubt. Anyone who doubts is like an ocean wave tossed around in a storm. If you are that kind of person, you can’t make up your mind, and you surely can’t be trusted. So don’t expect the Lord to give you anything at all.”  James 1.5-8 CEV

Do 
Stir the water with your hand. Watch how the cork goes wherever the water movement takes it.
Think
How much do I get tossed around by the trials that come my way?

Do I find it easy to trust in the Lord?
Pray

Lord, help me to trust in you and not get tossed about by every trial that comes.
A dried flower
Put some wilted or dead flowers along with your instructions on a table. (You’ll need to pick the flowers a few days in advance and leave them out of water.)
Read

“Rich people will disappear like wild flowers scorched by the burning heat of the sun. The flowers lose their blossoms, and their beauty is destroyed. That is how the rich will disappear, as they go about their business.” James 1.10-11 CEV
Do 
Pull some petals off one of the dead flowers.
Think
These flowers would have lasted longer if they hadn’t been picked, or even if someone had put them in water… but, no matter what people do, the flowers die eventually. Likewise can we do all sorts of things to protect our wealth… but we can’t keep it forever.
Pray

Lord, help me to give priority to your rule (Kingdom) and those things that last forever.
A mirror
Put a mirror along with your instructions on a table.
Read

Obey God’s message! Don’t fool yourselves by just listening to it. If you hear the message and don’t obey it, you are like people who stare at themselves in a mirror and forget what they look like as soon as they leave. James 1.22-24 CEV
Do 
Take a quick look at yourself in the mirror then turn it away.
Think
Did you notice if your hair was out of place? What about your teeth – were they nice and clean? What differences in your appearance are there compared to this time last week?
Pray

Lord, when we read your word it reveals things about ourselves. Help us to be people that not only hear your message but also apply it.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	Grow through hard times
“Be glad… if you have a lot of trouble” (James 1.2).
James sure knows how to grab your attention when he starts writing a letter. It sounds a bit like a Tui billboard doesn’t it?
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And now he has your attention, there is a point to be made. Christian or not, trials will come your way. Sooner or later hard times hit everyone. Whether it be relationship difficulties, employment troubles, health problems, losing people or things that we love, temptations, financial woes… one way or another hard times will come. 
“Well,” you may think, “we hardly want to be reminded of our misery when we come to church on the first day of spring.” 
But wait – the point is that good can come out of the most trying of circumstances. If we cling on to God through the bad times, we become stronger, richer and more mature. It is one thing to say, “I put my trust in God” when life is plain sailing, but when we are in rough waters our faith is put to the test and, if we can keep on trusting, our faith will grow. 
So good can come out of bad circumstances? 
Yes, that’s the point. If we trust God when times are hard, if we keep loving those who are mean to us, if we can maintain our cool under pressure, if we keep praying when we are in the dark tunnels - then we will develop perseverance and mature as Christians. Good will come out of bad times and our faith will increase. 
The trouble is that, under pressure, we often act badly. If we had thought, at the time when things were tough, that it was a test maybe we’d have done better. So James encourages us to get smart.

Get smart
Children of the 1960s will remember the hit television comedy series Get Smart, which was made into a movie in 2008 for the benefit of our own children. Each week the bumbling secret agent Maxwell Smart, along with his side-kick ninety-nine, saved the world from dastardly threats - more in spite of, rather than because of, his best efforts.

Sometimes life seems a bit like that. Lacking any real clue about what choices to make, we bungle our way through life and hope for the best. When the pressure is on and troubles come, so often we react badly. That’s when we say the wrong thing, lack patience, or get angry. Of course if we had known that the trouble was a test, we’d have reacted differently. But we didn’t know.
The solution suggested by James is surprisingly straight-forward, “If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be given to you” (James 1.5). Our God who is all-wise delights in giving wisdom to his children. But we have to ask. It is a call to prayer. The act of praying is a demonstration of our dependence on God. It therefore serves as a check to our pride. It also an acknowledgement by us of God’s existence, that he is the source of wisdom, and that it is his nature to generously give to his children.
And when we ask, we need to be sure about who God is. We must understand that he is a God of love and grace. We can be certain that his way and will are the very best for us. Submitting to his will is the best way forward for us. If we have an inkling that our own plans could be better than his, we’ll be double minded. A double minded person, says James, is unstable in all that they do and can expect to get nothing from the Lord. 
Some see the Christian faith as revolving around intellectual assent to some ideas about Jesus. By contrast James shows us true Christianity is tied up with the way that we act and the way that we speak. His advice to us this morning is to… 
Be quick to listen and slow to speak
Everybody has something to say, but talking more than we listen is a sign of being self-centred and proud. It conveys the message, “I think my ideas are more important than yours.”

A wise person will listen well and be careful with their words. Words have power. Encouraging words have power to help people and give direction and create purpose. But criticism and gossip can have enormous destructive power. 
In some places, including even some churches, destructive words are a prevalent negative influence. So James encourages us to hold our tongues for a bit - “you should be quick to listen and slow to speak or to get angry” (James 1.19).

The good thing about the old English nursery rhyme, “Sticks and stones will break my bones but names will never hurt me” is that it also discourages a knee-jerk response to vicious words. It says, “you are not going to get to me with all your negative words.” It creates a space to consider how to react. A well timed pause can prevent an angry outburst or an ill-advised email. 

The bad thing about the nursery rhyme is that it is simply not true – names do hurt. We have all had the experience of being hurt by unkind words. Sometimes these words are spoken inadvertently and at other times intentionally.
If we have been hurt by the words of others, it is also true that we have all spoken thoughtless and unkind words of others. Sometimes we are unaware of the terrible repercussions of our words, at other times we can see the hurt that they inflict. Once they have left our mouths our negative words can never be retrieved. They develop a life of their own and go and do their destructive work. When we realise that we have caused hurt, the best we can do is humbly apologise. 

Want to be a follower of Jesus? James is telling us what that means in our day to day experience:
Grow through hard times – good can come out of the most trying circumstances.
Get smart – ask God for wisdom.
Be quick to listen and slow to speak  - our words have power and we need to use them carefully.



	Illustrations / Stories
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Thomas Chisholm

	There is no shadow of turning
After I left school I spent some time fruit picking in the Hawkes Bay. It was hard and healthy work and we were paid, on a contract basis, according to the volume of fruit picked. I’d arrive at work early and leave my bag containing my lunch and drink in the shade of a tree, then set off with an orchard ladder working my way down the rows of trees. I quickly learnt that the shady spot I’d found at 7.30am was not necessarily still shady at 12 noon. The shadows moved with the progress of the sun across the sky. Sweaty sandwiches and a warm drink are not so inviting on a hot day!
Unlike the shifting shadows, our God is constant and dependable. It is a thought that is captured in the first chapter of James’ letter. “He is always the same and never makes dark shadows by changing.” (James 1.17.) This verse finds its way into the famous hymn, “Great is your faithfulness”:  
      Great is your faithfulness, O God my Father

      There is no shadow of turning with thee
      You never change, your compassions they fail not

      As you have been, you forever will be
This is a wonderful hymn of praise and one of a thousand hymns written by Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960). Despite Chisholm being a Methodist minister, this well known hymn is surprisingly omitted from both the Methodist Hymn Book and With One Voice.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All creation is a song S4 1703

All I am S4 1707

As the deer pants SIS 460; CMP 37; S1 27

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712; CMP 192
Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138

Help us O Lord to learn WOV 340; H&P 474

How firm a foundation WOV 491; CMP 243; S1 186; S4 1871
Immortal, invisible God only wise MHB 34; WOV 80; H&P 9; CMP 327; S1 220

Jesus still lead on MHB 624

Let the words of my mouth SIS 124

Now unto him (Benediction) SIS 72; AA 102
O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

On Christ the solid rock I stand S4 2013

Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

Though trials will come S2 1016

When the cares of life come S2 1055

                How shall we live?
How shall we honour God’s gift of creation?

How shall we live on this planet, our home?

How shall we live bringing peace to our neighbour?

We cannot do it, alone, on our own.

Christ is the one, at the heart of creation,

Christ who holds all things in his holy hands,

He lifts our eyes to behold the Creator,

He draws our thinking to God’s wondrous plans.

Christ is the one, with a love for this planet,

Seen in the stories he told day by day, 

Speaking of springs, and of vines, and of lilies,                                            

Shaping the values we need for life’s way.

Christ is the one reaching out to our neighbour,

Breaking the barriers of prejudice, greed,

Christ is the one who values the children, 
He is the one whose example we need.

Christ is the one at the heart of creation,

Christ is the one who cares for this earth,  

Christ is the one who can break down the barriers, 

Drink from his spring and so bring hope to birth.    

 © Norman E Brookes (used with permission)
                       Tune: Spean MHB 122 or Was Lebet  H&P 700(1)



	Prayers
Ctrl+Click to follow link


	Collects 
Pentecost 14 also 1st Sunday in Creation

Caring for the planet; what defiles   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
When we soil and infect our own little nest,

we drink our water from a septic tank,

and the enquiry moves to an inner test.

The question arises as to what is our quest,

Is it all about me and what I have in the bank?

Can we honestly say our endeavours are blest? 

Can we care for ourselves and our planet earth,

do we clean up our act, or draw a blank,

will our grandchildren breathe and live on our turf?

The enquiry moves beyond inner mirth.

Together:
Creator God,

We seek to base our relationships of love and justice 

with you, 

our planet,

and our neighbour.

Give us a clean heart,

to live simply and humbly,

to honour You,

Amen. 

© John Howell (used with permission)
Collect

God of all creation, 

you call all peoples of the earth into your kingdom. 

Grant that we, with young and old of all nations,

may boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honour and praise, now and forever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Spring
Winter is past, the rain has stopped;
flowers cover the earth, it’s time to sing.
My thoughts are filled 

with beautiful words for the king,
and I will use my voice  

as a writer would use pen and ink.

You are God, and you will rule
forever as king. 
Your royal power brings about justice.
You love justice and hate evil.

Song of Solomon 2.11-12; Psalm 45.1,6-7 
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Life seems so fragile sometimes XE "Life seems so fragile sometimes" …

There is so much that can go wrong…
            And when we hear of friends and people we love diagnosed with something running amok in healthy bodies, we are affronted

· this should not be! No one deserves to have that happen to them! 
How can someone who has kept such good health, been such a faithful servant, done all the right things now be afflicted with something like that?

We come to you in our pain and in our frustration, asking for answers: but also recognising there are no simple answers here:

            If bad health only came to bad people, things would be even more complicated, and even more unfair.

We also recognize healing: XE "healing\:" 
            The healing that comes from human knowledge agonizingly assembled over centuries of observation and experiment: the knowledge that has given us the medical profession, surgeons, radiologists, diagnosticians, technicians and experts. This morning we ask for those moments of inspiration and understanding, flashes of insight and understanding that make a difference when it comes to humans looking at other humans and trying to understand the complexities of things not working properly.


We also acknowledge the healing that you have placed as part of bodies: the healing that repairs cuts and bruises, the wonderful regenerative power of our bodies faced with injury…and ask that the bodies of our friends may be strong to recover from whatever lies ahead.

And we also honour the times when a sovereign healing occurs: when for no apparent reason that we or anyone else can discern things come right; and all we can do is acknowledge the power of prayer and the work of your Holy Spirit.  We continue to ask for that sovereign work of your goodness, Lord.
            And we ask in the midst of uncertainty, in the midst of things suddenly different, in the mists and swirling fog of incomplete diagnoses and misunderstandings, of fears and memories and uncertainties the security of your love, the care for your people, the ongoing presence of your hope for the family, for those for whom we pray, and for ourselves as we stand with these who we love.
© Alan K Webster (used with permission)
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing

 Ctrl+Click to 

 follow link


	Family movie night
Why not have a family movie night at the church using the 2008 Get Smart (PG) movie starring Steve Carell and Anne Hathaway? You could use it to introduce the James series and the “if you need wisdom you should ask” instruction from chapter one. The movie is a successful updated adaptation of the 1960s television series. It carries all the fun of the original shows. 

NB – You are required to have a church video licence to legally screen movies in your church. Without a licence any screening of DVDs apart from personal use in the home is both illegal and unethical.


	Children
Ctrl+Click to  

follow link
[image: image9.png]¢




	Making shadows

Get an old overhead projector or a bright bedside lamp. See what animal shadow-shapes you and the children can make with your hands. Move the light source so the shape is projected in different places. As soon as you move the light the image is made bigger or smaller and changed in shape. You might be able to do a very good rabbit, but when you change the angle it is ruined.  

Read James 1.17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
Explain that, unlike the shadows that change and you never know what you’ll get, the Bible says God is always faithful and dependable. 
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Try making your own Tui billboards using this template
“In case of emergency” cartoon from reverendfun

	Bible Study
	Read through James chapter 1 then pose these questions to your study group:

· The beginning of James 1 suggests that we mature by having our faith tested. What trials are you presently facing?

· Think of trials that you have been through. Have you faced difficult circumstances that you can now regard retrospectively as times of growth? Share these with the group.
· In the light of James 1.2-4, if you have a friend who wants to quit their job because it is difficult what would you advise them?

· If you have a friend who wants out of a difficult relationship, what would you advise them? Are there circumstances when it is always right to leave?

· James 1.5-8 says that we should ask God for wisdom? What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? Do some people have knowledge but not wisdom? Do some people have wisdom but not knowledge?

· James 1.12-16 speaks of trials and temptations. Is there a difference between the two?

· What are the main temptations that people face in the twenty-first century?

· James 1.19 says to be quick to listen and slow to speak. Some people naturally talk a lot and some people are quiet. This is just a matter of personality and we can’t do anything about it. Do you agree?
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10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource prepared by Andrew Gamman.  © Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish or to reproduce for commercial gain. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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