[image: image9.png]


Sunday 2 December 2012
Jesus appears to all 

Year C - Advent 1 - 01C
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Jeremiah 33.14-16 A prophetic promise that a king will come from the family of David who will bring peace and rule with justice.
Psalm 25.1-10  A simple prayer of David asking for guidance, help and forgiveness. “Show me your paths and teach me to follow.”
1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 Paul prays for love to grow among the Thessalonian Christians and that the Lord would make them blameless when Jesus returns.
Luke 21.25-36 When Jesus appears again there will be strange happenings in the sky and everyone will see him. Keep alert and pray.
Advent and Christmas

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning of the new church year. The word Advent is from the Latin and means “coming”. It is a season when the church focuses on the coming of Jesus. It covers the four Sundays before Christmas, so we are thinking about the “coming” of God among us in the person of Jesus. 

It is a time of preparation as we ponder Christ’s coming to us and our need to open ourselves to God so that we can receive him. Opening the doors on an Advent calendar (the religious sort rather than the Barbie or Star Wars ones) can be a helpful reminder of this time of preparation.
The focus for the new church year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” is following the Lucan lectionary readings in our Advent series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-55
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20

December 30
The boy Jesus 
Luke 2.41-52

You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including an advertising template and two new plays. One of the plays is entitled “No Room” and has been written by Rosalie Sugrue to fit in with the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal. The other is “According to the Animals”. It was written by Tawa Union Church Youth, and is accompanied by a beautiful slide show featuring children’s art.

The Christian World Service Christmas appeal this year has the theme “Save my Place”. You will find a host of interesting and helpful church and worship resources on the CWS website, including: service outline, children’s talks, prayers and sermons.

The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website also has some helpful tips for use in planning for Advent year C. 



	Introduction / Background
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MSG = The Message version of the Bible.
NIV = New International Version of the Bible.
Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone (London: SPCK, 2001) p255-256.

	Jesus appears to all

Our passage from Luke’s gospel today is also found in Matthew 24.23-35 and Mark13.21-31. This parallels tool from the University of Toronto will allow you to compare all three records. Luke’s account is more succinct than the others, with no trumpet call or angels gathering the elect. Unique to Luke, however, is the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting from fear, as well as a timely warning not to spend all our time with “parties, drinking and shopping” (Luke 21.34 MSG).
Jesus’ words stating that “some of the people of this generation will still be alive when all of this takes place” is problematic for many people, as clearly the Lord did not return in the lifetime of his hearers. The following solutions have been suggested:

· The word generation (genea) could be equally translated “age” (or “race” as per the NIV footnote).
· Jesus was referring back to his remarks about to the destruction of Jerusalem (Luke 21.20-24) - which happened in 70AD and therefore was in the lifetime of many of his hearers. 
· The prophetic vision inter-mingles the destruction of Jerusalem which was near at hand with the events at the end of the age.

· Wright suggests that the coming of the Son of Man in this passage is to be understood as the vindication of Jesus’ message, not his return. The difficulty with this interpretation is that, in the parallel passages, the return of the Lord is more explicit.
· Jesus and/or the gospel writers were mistaken in their expectation of his imminent return.
Psalm 25 – An acrostic poem
Today’s Psalm is an acrostic poem. Each verse begins with the successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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The phrase comes from Hebrews 6.5

	We have a plum tree not far from our back door. It is always quite a thrill, after the end of winter, to see the green tips of new shoots and the lovely white blossoms appear. Apart from the beauty of the blossoms, we are thrilled because their appearance means that summer is a-coming… the weather will get warmer (and the snapper will begin to return to the shallower waters). 

Figs, not plums, were more the norm in Jesus’ place and time. So he told the crowds at the temple in Jerusalem a parable of a fig tree (Luke 21.29-33). He said that when they see the new green shoots appearing on a fig tree they know that it is a sign that summer is coming.  Likewise, by looking for the signs, they will know when God’s kingdom will come.

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. The word “Advent” is from the Latin and means arrival or coming. It is a season of expectation, waiting and looking for the coming of Jesus.  Just like as leaves on a fruit tree indicate what is ahead, Jesus will appear. 
With Christmas now only 23 days away, we are beginning to think about Jesus’ appearance as a baby born in Bethlehem. But the season of Advent points to more than that. We also think of the promised coming of Jesus in his glory at the end of time. This was what our gospel reading today was all about. However, perhaps the most important coming is the way that Jesus comes into our lives. We know how we would want to prepare if an important guest was coming to visit our homes. Advent is a time to prepare ourselves and open our hearts so that the Son of God can fully enter in.

In our gospel reading, Jesus said that strange things were going to happen to the sun, moon and stars and that the seas will rage. Whether we understand Jesus’ words literally or symbolically the description is of trying times ahead. He didn’t say this to scare us. His point is that, through times that are difficult and dangerous, we can be optimistic and approach life with confidence and hope. 
Have hope
Our God is the God of history. And there will come a time when Jesus, who appeared long ago in the land of Israel, will appear again to all. His reign will bring peace. The balance of creation will be restored. This message that Christ will come and set things right instils hope in us all. 
We don’t have to look too hard at our world today to see that things are seriously out of kilter. Wars rage and the television news each evening consists of a range of negative reports including violence, poverty, starvation, injustice, hatred, pollution, climate change, earthquakes and floods.
When we see these things happening Jesus said it’s time to look up (Luke 21.28 –literally, “stand up straight and lift up your heads”). Don’t wallow in despair at the immediate events for there is a bigger picture and a bigger plan. Our God is the God of history and his big picture scenario includes a redeemed people and a redeemed earth. This is the “blessed hope” that Christians from the very beginning have eagerly anticipated. 
In the meantime, we are told to “watch and pray” (Luke 21.36).
Watch

Watch for what? 
Watch that our behaviour is appropriate for the coming of Christ and his reign. It seems particularly timely, given that the Christmas parties are already beginning and that shop shelves are laden with goods to sell to you and me over next few weeks, that Jesus warns us (in the words of The Message translation) not to spend all our time with “parties, drinking and shopping” (Luke 21.34).

Now, I know some people are likely to say, “It’s Christmas! What else is there?”

But that only goes to show how far we’ve gone down the road of using the Saviour’s birth as an excuse for an overt display of hedonism and selfishness. This is an approach that brings anything but joy and makes this season the sad and busy one for family services, addiction centres and relationship counselling. 
Let’s determine to make some space this Advent for stillness, prayer and contemplation. To open ourselves to the Lord’s coming to us and watch for his appearing.

Without making the space to watch, we can fill our days oblivious to the fact that we live on the edge of the eternal world. But, with just a little time seeking and praying, each of us can see glimpses of glory and “taste the powers of the age to come”. 

What do I mean by that? 

I mean the sense that comes to all of us of something “other” – of a world beyond. I’ve heard many people express that they become conscious of this at the time of the birth of a child. Similarly, it may come at the death of a loved one. Even the most hardened secularist may have a moment of numinosity standing on a mountain top, on a beach, or alone under the night sky. Some scientists experience this when they come to the end of what is explainable and seek, for example, to reach back to the beginning of evolution and origins. 
This is all about the now of our experience, not some far-off-in-the-future event which need not really concern us. Advent is the season for us to watch, to hope, and to open our hearts to the God who comes to us. 


	  Illustrations /  

  Stories
  CEV = Contemporary

  English Version of the

  Bible

	Quotes

The quote in last week’s “10 minutes on a Tuesday” seems to have relevance to this week’s theme too:

Every new beginning comes from some other beginning's end.
From a Dan Wilson song called “Closing time”. The song was made famous by REM.

Our brains are no longer conditioned for reverence and awe. We cannot imagine a Second Coming that would not be cut down to size by the televised evening news.

John Updike.

Out of kilter

Our gospel reading describes a world out of kilter: “Strange things will happen to the sun, moon, and stars. The nations on earth will be afraid of the roaring sea and tides, and they won’t know what to do. People will be so frightened that they will faint because of what is happening to the world. Every power in the sky will be shaken.” (Luke 21.25-26 CEV)
The term “out of kilter” has its origin in the Old English word “kelter”, which means good health or good condition.

One of the earliest examples of the term “out of kilter” in print comes from the seventeenth century English Protestant theologian, Roger Williams. Williams was an advocate for the separation of church and state and travelled to America seeking religious freedom. He mentioned the term in his published glossary of language entitled A Key into the Language of America. 
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	Give a goat this Christmas
Seriously… there’s something wrong with the way we use the celebration of the birth of Christ to spend up large on ourselves and our families. Make a gift that will transform the life of someone in poverty this Christmas. A goat is just one option. The idea is that your friend gets a gift card – your donation goes to an overseas aid project. 
Take your pick from scores of ideas to be found on the following websites: 
     ‘Gifted’ programme of Christian World Service
     Tear Fund’s ‘Gift for life’ programme
     World Vision’s ‘Smiles’ gift programme
     Oxfam’s ‘Unwrapped’ programme 
Oxfam takes the prize for the funniest and most creative cards!
Movies for the season

· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. A beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· A Christmas Carol (2004 - G) One of many movie adaptations of the Dickens’ tale. This one stars Kelsey Grammer and Jennifer Love Hewitt and is strictly for fans of the old-fashioned-type musical. You may like to try The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992 - G); Disney’s A Christmas Carol (2009 M – animated) with Jim Carey; Barbie in a Christmas Carol (2008 - G) or Scrooged (below)
· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 -G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 - PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.
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	Advent wreath (see below)
Being the first Sunday of Advent take time to explain the significance of the Advent wreath and the lighting of candles. Into our dark world troubled by war, poverty, earthquakes and floods, we look forward to Jesus, the light of the world, appearing. 
Encourage families in the church to each make their own Advent wreath for use in their homes. Maybe you could supply the materials needed - or tell them where they can be obtained. You will need a wire or wooden frame in which four candles are mounted in a ring plus a central candle in the middle.  You will also need some real or artificial evergreen plants (holly is ideal) to wind around the ring.

Print out the readings that go with the lighting of the candles in your newsletter or order of service sheet, so people can also use them at home.  



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise
COC:  Carol our Christmas
HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All heaven waits CMP 15; S1 9

All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

And he shall reign CMP 802; S1 22

Christ is the world’s light  WOV 191; H&P 456
Christ of darkness, Christ of light COC 10

Come now, Lord Jesus COC 14
Come now where we least expect you  COC 15

Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
Glorious light, see the dawn of salvation S4 1804
Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709

Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305

Lift up your heads SIS 218; CMP 418; S1 321

Lo! He comes with clouds descending MHB 264; WOV 201; H&P 241; CMP 424;

      S1 324; 

My Lord what a morning (free words and scoresheets from hymnary.org)
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
Reign in me CMP 570; S1 437

Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

See his glory CMP 925; S1 446

Sing we the king MHB 116; CMP 602; H&P 244

We are children of God HIOS 142
If Jesus Came to Earth

If Jesus came to earth today,

would he be pleased to see

the way we celebrate his birth,

with tots on Santa’s knee

and costly gifts all tied in bows

beneath a plastic tree?

If Jesus came at Christmas time

and saw each girl and boy

who greedily demands the best,

the most expensive toy:

if Jesus walked around our town,

would he have cause for joy?

If Jesus walked upon this earth

upon a Christmas morn,

would he see greed and selfishness

and nations all war torn?

Would people know that this was when

the son of God was born?

Christ Jesus, come to earth again

one blessed Christmas night.

Give us our star of Bethlehem

and let us share its light;

that we may spread the love of God

and make the whole world bright.

© Jan Chamberlin (used with permission)  Tune: Sheltered Dale, MHB 588.
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	Collects 
Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility:

that, on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead

we may rise to life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God now and forever, Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999



God of Advent, always coming,

restless and unceasing 

like the southern sky 
and Te Moana nui a Kiwa

the Great Pacific Ocean,  

we start our Advent journey today.
Like a river running to the sea,
like the Godwit’s flight
we follow the course
set out for our journey.
The path of hope

the way of peace

a road of joy 

and the gateway of love. 
Keep us true to the journey

that we make our way again to the manger.
To every place where the way of Jesus takes flesh, 

your word is enacted amongst us 

and your kingdom comes.
May the lengthening of summer days

see a greater radiance.

As we prepare to remember once again 

the birth of Jesus may our lives be a manger 

that carries the Christ.

We ask this in his name.  Amen.
© David Poultney (used with permission)

Come, my brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Come to honour the commitment and vision of our forebears in faith; 

Come to celebrate life in all its abundance, here and now; 

Come to look with hope to the future. 

Come, whoever you are, 

For all are welcome in the household of faith.

© Lynne Frith (used with permission)

The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens. It is a symbol of life without end. Four candles (usually purple) are arranged among the evergreens with an additional white candle in the middle, called the Christ candle. The wreath is placed on a table at the front of the church. A candle is lighted on the first Sunday of the Advent season, and an additional candle is lighted each Sunday. Over the course of the month some of these candles may need to be replaced. On Christmas Day all the candles of Advent and the white candle in the centre are lighted.
Lighting the first Advent candle

The time will come

when the Lord will appoint a king

from the family of David.

He will be honest

and rule with justice.
Come Lord Jesus
and let your light shine.
(Light the first candle)

© Andrew Gamman

Psalm 25 - A prayer for guidance and help

I offer you my heart, Lord God,

and I trust you.

Don’t make me ashamed
    
or let enemies defeat me.

Don’t disappoint any of your worshipers,
    
but disappoint all deceitful liars.

Show me your paths
    
and teach me to follow;

guide me by your truth
    
and instruct me.

You keep me safe,
   
 and I always trust you.

Please, Lord, remember,
    
you have always been patient and kind.

Forget each wrong I did when I was young.
    
Show how truly kind you are
    
and remember me.

You are honest and merciful,
    
and you teach sinners
    
how to follow your path.
You lead humble people to do what is right
  
 and to stay on your path.

In everything you do,
    you are kind and faithful
    to everyone who keeps our agreement with you

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Advent Calendars
Pre-arrange for families to talk in your service about how they are using Advent calendars in their homes. If there are those using the Christian World Service Advent calendar get them to share how this helps to teach children generosity and caring rather than selfishness in this season.
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GNB = Good News 
Bible


	Watch and pray
Display the picture puzzle below and see if the children can solve the puzzle to reveal the words of a verse in the Bible. 
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“Be on watch and pray always.” Luke 21.36 (GNB) 

Ask the children what they think that means. Read the whole verse. Jesus was talking about trials and difficulties that will come before he returns. By being careful to do the right thing and by praying often we will be given strength when difficulties arise and we will be ready to stand before Jesus when he comes again. 
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	Images for use with Advent hymns and songs from hymnsight
This YouTube video of solar flares as recorded by NASA Explorer (2min 11 sec) would make excellent accompaniment for today’s gospel reading about signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars.



[image: image11.jpg]


© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
9
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