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Sunday 18 November 2012
Hannah’s prayer 

Year B - Pentecost 25 - 66B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.



	Links


	Ctrl+Click on the links below to go directly to the text you require
Readings
Introduction
Preaching thoughts
Illustrations
Broader preparation
Creativity
Music 

Prayers
Communal sharing
Children
PowerPoint


	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links

[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.png]



	1 Samuel 1.4-20 Hannah was miserable because she could have no children. On her annual trip to the house of the Lord, she cried out to God in her distress. Eli, the priest, mistakenly thought she was drunk. When he found out her reason for being upset he assured her that God would answer her prayer.
1 Samuel 2.1-10 After the birth of Samuel, Hannah prayed acknowledging the sovereignty of the Lord.  “You take away life, and you give life.” or Psalm 16 A psalm of David, praising the Lord for his protection and guidance. “You show me the path to life. In your presence there is fullness of joy.”
Hebrews 10.11-25 The priests offer sacrifices each day but Christ offered himself as a sacrifice once for all time. By his sacrifice we are forgiven and set free.
Mark 13.1-8  Jesus predicts the destruction of the Jerusalem temple and then tells his disciples about the troubles ahead.
Advent and Christmas

Hannah’s prayer from our lectionary readings today (1 Samuel 2.1-10) forms the basis of Mary’s prayer (Luke 1.46-55) and is a reminder that the first Sunday of Advent (2 December) is just a fortnight away. The focus for the new church year is Luke’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will be following the Lucan lectionary readings in our planned Advent series:
The most wonderful time of the year

December 2
Jesus appears to all   Luke 21.25-36 

December 9
Song for a baby          Luke 1.68-79 

December 16 
Getting ready              Luke 3.7-18
December 23 
Blessing for a baby     Luke 1.39-45
December 25
A baby born                Luke 2.1-20
You will find an array of Christmas and Advent resources in the Refresh section of the Methodist website including a new Advent play and an advertising template. Special thanks to Wendy Keir at the Connexional Office for uploading these at a very busy time (before Conference). 


	Introduction / Background

	Our story today from 1 Samuel follows on chronologically from the story of Ruth. The plight of Hannah and the birth of Samuel inaugurate the age of the prophets. The prophets brought the word of God to people. In another link with the up-coming season of Advent, they also looked forward to the word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. Our reading also links backwards to the previous weeks when we have been looking at the story of Naomi and Ruth. Both Hannah and Naomi were faced with distress and uncertainly as they contemplated a future without children.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions

	It had been building up for a while. And on this particular day, something triggered it - and the floodgates opened, the tears came, and poor Hannah just couldn’t help herself from breaking into uncontrollable weeping.
As was his habit each year, Elkanah her husband, had brought the family to Shiloh and to the place of worship. Hannah was one of his two wives, an arrangement that was not unusual by the customs of the day. However, this was not a happy arrangement for Hannah. She desperately wanted children. But year after year she found herself unable to conceive. Peninnah, the other wife, did have children. She was not only unsympathetic to Hannah’s plight, she cruelly taunted her about it. 
This year at the house of worship her rival was able to make her usual great display of gratitude to God for her children. Hannah, however, was at an all-time low. Peninnah’s jibes had hurt her. She felt unfulfilled - a failure as a wife. Elkanah was a kind and sympathetic husband and sought to comfort her. He reassured her of his love and care for her. But this, for Ruth, was no substitute for having a child of her own. She ate nothing for supper and afterwards went to pray. And then she was overwhelmed… and found herself helplessly sobbing as she poured her heart out in prayer. She tried to be discrete as she silently mouthed her words to God, but the pain was deep and the sobbing continued. She was tired, worn out by the bitterness of her situation.
Surely the Lord would understand – see her grief – come to her aid. She went over and over this in her mind. Her broken-hearted prayer was simple, “Lord All-Powerful, I am your servant, but I am so miserable! Please let me have a son… if you give me a son, I will give him back to you for as long as he lives.”

All this time Eli the priest was sitting by the entrance. He was watching Hannah’s movements. He could see her mouthing words into the air. He perceived that Hannah was in no normal state of mind but, insensitive soul that he was, he completely misread the situation. He decided that her behaviour was a result of her drinking too much. So he approached her and said, “You’re drunk woman! How long are you going to keep this up? Sober up!”

“Don’t think badly of me. I’m not drunk!” replied Hannah, “I’m just miserable and upset, and all this time I’ve been telling the Lord my problems.”

Now, realising his mistake, Eli changed tack and said, “Go home now and stop worrying. I’m sure that God will answer your prayer.”
Hannah thanked him. She went back to her family, had something to eat and felt much better. 
Later, the Lord blessed her with a son. She named him Samuel, which means “someone from God”.
Cry to the Lord
This story of Hannah and Samuel encourages us to cry out to God. 
Hannah found herself in the place of worship simply because they were in the habit of regularly attending there. Our New Testament reading comes from a much later time but, in the context of people needing encouragement, the Hebrews are told to keep in the habit of meeting together for worship (Hebrews 10.25). As we regularly gather to worship we keep in touch with the living God who hears our cries for help.
What are the things that break your heart today? 
Are there relationships or situations in your family that distress you? 
Is there barrenness in your life?

Or is it the awful repetition of child abuse cases that we read about in the news? 
Or maybe the on-going violence in the Middle East?

The Almighty God is merciful and faithful. Hannah knew this and we know this. Come to him today with your trouble and suffering. Bring the cry of your heart in prayer to God and…
Trust the Lord

Imagine for a moment that you are feeling tired and distressed, so you slip into the church to pray. You are pouring your heart out to God when the minister comes up, taps you on the shoulder and introduces himself with the words, “You’re drunk! How long do you think you are going to keep this up?”

How would you feel?

It is a measure of the graciousness of Hannah that she quietly explained to Eli that she was, in fact, sober and distressed, not drunk. Her trust was in God, not in some insensitive and faulty intermediary. 

But doesn’t Eli tell us something about the nature of Christian ministry? Ministers are faulty people… called God, one would hope… but they make mistakes… sometimes big mistakes. That, however, is no reason for us to give up on our trust in the Lord or our desire meet with his people. 
Yet it is not uncommon to hear people say, “I used to go to church but, I had a minister once and do you know what he said…do you know what he did?”

Hannah put her trust in God. She poured her heart out to him and left her requests in God’s hands. She didn’t know how God was going to answer. Uncertainty still lay ahead - but she had told the Lord her problems and now she felt much better. Such was her trust in the Lord.
Hand back to the Lord
Hannah’s prayer was, “Lord, give me a son and I will give him back to you.” 
So it was that the son that she gained, she also lost.  For when he was weaned he was given to the priests at Shiloh. We shouldn’t miss the tremendous cost this was to for Hannah. However, through this dedication, Samuel became the last and greatest of the judges and the first of the line of the prophets.
There is a principle involved here: When we receive something by God’s grace we are expected to give it back to the Lord.

Has God ever answered your request for a job, a relationship, a house or a child? If so, now is the time to do what Hannah did, and dedicate what he has given you back to him for his use.  When he provides for us, he makes us stewards. We hold everything on loan from him. 

Did God give you a job? Have you considered that God wants to use you in your place of employment? Will you dedicate your job back to him?
Did God give you a home? Have you given it back to him to use for his purposes? There are some who may be lost to the church if other people don’t open their homes to them and make them feel welcome.

Did God give you a child? The Lord is asking you to dedicate your children back to him and to inspire them and guide them by your own faith and confidence.
To be a follower of Jesus means to constantly hand what we have back to God. And that’s where the blessing if God resides. So cry out to him, trust him and hand all that you have back to the Lord.
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Polycarp

	In his presence is fullness of joy

This is the last line of our psalm today (Psalm 16.11). The church I attended as a child had a large scroll painted on the wooden front wall. Sunday by Sunday worshippers sat and faced that scroll. The wording on it was, “In his presence is fullness of joy”. The church was built in 1910 and has long since been demolished. I always thought it was an appropriate message to be read by worshippers each week and it remains etched in my memory.

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna (trad. 69-155)
Polycarp was a bold champion of the Christian faith who lived in the second century. Through his contact with the Apostle John (some say that he was converted to Christianity by John) Polycarp and his friend Ignatius were the link between the apostles and subsequent generations of Christians in Asia Minor. 
He lived in a time of Christian persecution under Marcus Aurelius. As an old man, he was threatened with being burnt at the stake unless he renounced his faith in Christ. He replied that he had served Christ for 86 years and Christ had only done him good, so how could he (Polycarp) deny him. He put his trust in Christ and was subsequently martyred.
His death inspired thousands. Despite severe persecution, the spread of the gospel over the ancient world was unstoppable. This led Tertullian (approx 170-220) to write that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 
We still have two of Polycarp’s letters, including the important Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians in which he encourages Christians to “prepare yourselves for the race and serve the Lord in fear and truth.” 
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	Songs about tears and crying
There are many songs about tears and crying that could be used to set the scene for the story of Hannah’s tears in the house of the Lord. You could get a whiteboard and see how long a list you can make with suggestions from the congregation. Crying in the chapel was the first that came to my mind, but the “tears of joy” disqualified that one from any relevance to Hannah’s distress! Most, of course are boy-girl love songs. Others that came to mind were:

· Cry me a river – This jazz/blues ballad was written by Arthur Hamilton for Ella Fitzgerald, but was first recorded, and made famous by, Julie London (1955).
· As tears go by – The first original Jagger/Richards composition. Recorded by Marianne Faithfull (1964) and the Rolling Stones the following year. In this classic YouTube clip Brian Epstein introduces a seventeen year-old Faithfull to sing the song then interviews her afterwards. Both look nervous and ill-at-ease in front of the television camera.
· Tears on my pillow – a Bradford/Lewis song from 1958 in doo-wop style. Recorded first by The Imperials
· Teardrops on my guitar – Something a bit more recent, for the youth, by country-pop singer Taylor Swift (co-written with Liz Rose) off her self-titled 2006 album.
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	Set up two “stations” to allow people to respond to today’s message. In larger congregations you will need to set up more than one of each station and instruct people to go to the two different ones. You will need:

· A collection of smooth stones, enough for one for each person. If you don’t have a nearby riverbed, the local garden centre will sell you a bag of these.

· A bowl filled with water

· Some vivid markers

· Post-it notes

· Pencils
· A wall, white-board or similar in which to stick your Post-its
· The following instructions printed out in large type:
Bowl of tears
Read:
“Hannah was brokenhearted and was crying as she prayed, ‘Lord All-

             Powerful, I am your servant, but I am so miserable! Please let me have a

             son.’” 1 Samuel 1.10-11.

Think:
What breaks your heart today?

Do:
Take a marker and write on a stone the name of the person or situation 
            that breaks your heart. Drop the stone into the bowl of tears as you say a 
            prayer asking God to intervene.
Hand back to God
Read:  “Please let me have a son. I will give him to you for as long as he lives.” 

            1 Samuel 1.11

Think:  Of all that God has given you, what do you value the most?

Do:       Take a pencil and draw a hand shape on a Post-it. Write your answer to 
             the previous question on the hand. Stick it on the wall as you pray giving 
             back to God that which he has given you, so he can do with it as he 
             wills.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All my hope on God is founded MHB 70; WOV 465; H&P 63; CMP 16; S2 620

All the way my Saviour leads me S2 625

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart  MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; 

     CMP 51; S1 50  
Every day AA 36

For the might of your arm we bless you MHB 715; WOV535; H&P 435; CMP 154

Great is your faithfulness H&P 66; CMP 200; S1 138

He is the mighty God CMP 985; S1 160

He that is down MHB 514; H&P 676
I give myself to you SIS 325
In heavenly love abiding MHB 528; WOV 504; H&P 678; CMP 331; S2 782

King of glory, king of peace MHB 23; WOV 129; H&P 499; CMP 397

Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297
Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486

Our God our help MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S2 905

Praise to the Lord the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire MHB 533; H&P 557; CMP 567; 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God WOV 635; H&P 138; SIS 96; CMP 590; S1 447
Take my life and let it be MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

Tell out my soul WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471

This is my desire, to honour you  CMP 1013; S1 515

Your hand O God has guided WOV 389; H&P 784; CMP 705
Where the love of God is guiding FFS 76
Wisdom far beyond our knowledge HIOS 157
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	Collects 
Mark 13:8
The earthquake rumbles through the cathedral,

jolting the stone into fragments.

When the old order is in turmoil,

like the ferment in making beer,

a new composition is created.

God,

As we endure the painful birthpangs of rebuilding,

let the foundation of our hopes

reside in you,

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Almighty God, 

you sent your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the light of the world.

Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us, 

and bring us to eternal light and joy; 

through the power of him 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 16 (selection)
Protect me, Lord God!

I run to you for safety,
and I have said,
    “Only you are my Lord!
    Every good thing I have
    is a gift from you.”

You, Lord, are all I want!
    You are my choice,
    and you keep me safe.

You make my life pleasant,
    and my future is bright.

I praise you, Lord,
    for being my guide.

Even in the darkest night,
    your teachings fill my mind.

I will always look to you,
    as you stand beside me
    and protect me from fear.

With all my heart,
I will celebrate,
    and I can safely rest.

I am your chosen one.
You won’t leave me in the grave
    or let my body decay.

You have shown me
    the path to life,
    and you make me glad
    by being near to me.

Sitting at your right side, 
    I will always be joyful.
Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Tell out my soul

Tell out, my soul XE "Tell out, my soul" 

From the times when my voice has been unable to adequately express 
            fullness


Fullness of love


Fullness of hope


Fullness of connection with this world you have given us and in which you 
            have placed us

Tell out, beyond words, my faith in you, Lord!

Tell out my soul


From times of heaviness and confusion



times when I have felt misunderstood and under-appreciated



times when health has dominated my horizons 




so that I can barely manage a step at a time

Tell out, my soul, the way up and out and away from dark valleys into sunlight

Tell out, my soul,


My understanding of faith



My knowledge of you




My love for you





My deepening awareness of you all around me

Tell out, my soul


To all who would listen with love



To those who are unsure and searching




To those who wander looking for truth

Tell out, my soul, your goodness and your grace



Now and for evermore

© Alan K Webster (used with permission)

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.
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Offering
Get some of the children of the church to take up the offering today. Use your offertory prayer to dedicate the offering as well as the children into God’s hands. Give thanks for the children/ grandchildren in your family, neighbourhood, church and Sunday School.
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	Giving stuff to God

Ask the children if they can tell you what is their most precious possession. (You could bring and show them a toy that was precious for you.)
After getting a few responses, tell (or read from a children’s Bible) the story of Hannah praying for a son and offering him back to the Lord (1 Samuel 1).

Hannah wanted a son so much. When Samuel arrived, he was her most precious possession. It seems a bit funny then, that she should give him away again. He was probably about three years old when she gave him back to God and let the priests look after him. Of course nobody really ‘owns’ another person. 

But the story does remind us that everything that we have comes from God and really belongs to him. 

So does that mean we should give all our precious stuff - like our Star Wars lego, bikes, doll’s houses or computer games – back to God??

Yes… sort of… you see if we recognize these things as gifts from God, and dedicate them to him it means that we won’t be selfish with them. We will share and play with others.

But more precious than toys are the people in our lives – our family and friends. When we recognize them as gifts from God and dedicate them back to him, we will be kind to them and love them. 
Another sort of gift we have is our abilities. When we see these as gifts from God and dedicate them back to him, we will use our talents and abilities to help other people.
Just like Hannah, God gives us precious things. We can please God by offering our precious things back to him.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  
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	Crying out to God – a cartoon from reverendfun
Hannah in Biblical art from the Vandabilt Library includes:
· Hannah prays in the temple by William, de Brailes, 13th century
· Hannah the prophetess and mother of Samuel from the Paris Psalter, 10th century

· Prophet Hannah by Dmitry Shkolnik, 2000.
Animated crying tears image
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