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Sunday 15 July 2012
John the Baptist / Bible Sunday
Year B - Pentecost 7 - 47B

	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	2 Samuel 6.1-5, 12-19 The story of King Uzziah returning the sacred chest to Jerusalem. As the lectionary reading omits verses 6 to 11, with the dramatic death of Uzziah, there is no explanation for the three month delay at Obed Edom’s home. 
Psalm 24 “The earth and everything on it belong to the Lord.” Only those with a pure heart can come before him.
Ephesians 1.3-14 Paul reminds the Ephesian Christians of the spiritual blessing that they have in Christ. “God was kind and decided that Christ would choose us to be God’s own adopted children.”
Mark 6.14-29 Mark explains how John the Baptist was beheaded on the orders of Herod. Herod was worried that Jesus was John returned from the dead to haunt him. 
This Sunday is Bible Sunday. If you haven’t received resources in the mail, these are available online from the NZ Bible Society website.The New Zealand material this year includes no service resources but the UK Bible Society website will provide you with sermon outline, prayers, drama, all-age service ideas, youth and children’s resources. In UK, Bible Sunday is at the end of October so this is their 2011 resource pack.


	Introduction / Background

	We are currently nearing the end of our series of based around the lectionary readings from the second gospel. The whole series looks like this:

June 10
A Kingdom divided

Mark 3.20-35

June 17
A story about seeds

Mark 4.26-34

June 24
A storm


Mark 4.25-41

July 1

Dare to touch


Mark 5.21-43

July 8

Sending the twelve

Mark 6.1-13

July 15

John the Baptist

Mark 6.14-29

July 22

Sheep without a shepherd     
Mark 6.30-34, 53-56
Today’s passage about the beheading of John the Baptist has parallels in Matthew 14.1-12 and Luke 3.19-20 & 9.7-9. This brings to mind the many martyrs who feature in the church’s history. Add Bible Sunday into the mix and we have a choice of themes. Most of the song suggestions below are based around the thoughts of today’s psalm.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	Some movies about Christian martyrs
Romero (1989) 

A biographical movie of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s opposition to tyranny in El Salvador. As a result of Romero’s public protests the government begins to destroy churches and kill priests, Romero himself was assassinated in 1980.
The Mission (1986) 

Starring Robert DeNiro and Jeremy Irons, this movie is also based on actual events. It tells the story of the costly witness of the 18th Century Jesuit mission in the jungles of South America.

Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace (2000) M

This movie documents the struggle of German theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The conflict between loyalty to country and loyalty to his Christian values comes to the fore in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer confronts the political powers of the day and he ultimately pays with his life.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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William Tyndale
	Oranges and lemons
To set today’s theme introduce the “Oranges and Lemons” nursery rhyme and dance. Get two adults, or older children, to face each other and hold hands to form an arch. The rest of the children make a line and pass under the arch, singing the rhyme, When the rhyme ends the arch is lowered and the child passing at that time is caught. After two children have been caught they make another arch meaning that two children get caught in the next round. The dance continues until all the children are caught.
Oranges and lemons,
Say the bells of St. Clement's.
You owe me five farthings,
Say the bells of St. Martin's.
When will you pay me?
Say the bells of Old Bailey.
When I grow rich,
Say the bells of Shoreditch.
When will that be?
Say the bells of Stepney.
I do not know,
Says the great bell of Bow.

Here comes a candle to light you to bed,
And here comes a chopper to chop off your head!
The church bells mentioned in the rhyme are all in or near London. The earliest printed version of the song appeared in 1744. The oldest versions omit the last two lines which may refer to public executions.
Knock, knock
I’ve tried this in youth congregation and it went down a treat. It may not work so well in a formal situation with older people!

Have a glass of water in the lectern. (I always have one there anyway when I’m preaching.) Say…

Knock, knock.

The congregation will respond…

Who’s there?

John.

John who?

Throw the water out over the congregation as you say…

John the Baptist.
A tribute to Christian martyrs
Bringing together the gospel reading about the execution of John the Baptist and the fact that it is Bible Sunday today, have a slot in your service to acknowledge some of the martyrs of the church. Such was the cost, in the early church, of witnessing to faith in Christ that by the end of the first century the Greek word for witness (martus - one who testifies to something seen or experienced) came to mean one who gives testimony resulting in death.

Have three large candles at the front of the church. Ask three people to come forward and give a brief tribute to a Christian martyr and then light a candle. As a suggestion, you could have: Stephen, John Wycliffe and William Tyndale.
 Stephen (First Century) the first Christian martyr recorded for us in the Acts of the Apostles and therefore known as the “protomartyr”.
John Wycliffe (1320-1384) Bible translator. He translated the scriptures into English from the Latin Vulgate. Wycliffe was also known as “the morning star of the Reformation”
William Tyndale (1492-1536) – Bible translator who was the first to produce an English Bible translated from the original Greek and Hebrew languages.

Once the three candles are lit, pray the following prayer:
     Our Lord God,

     we thank you for those who have gone before us

     and left us an example of self-less witness.

     Not counting the cost

     they have stood for truth 

     and for the gospel of grace.

     For their courage in the face of death

     we give you thanks O God.

     Reward them with the blessings of your eternal  kingdom

     and inspire us by their lives

     in Christ’s name we pray. Amen



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Today’s preaching thoughts come from Ian Boddy
NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
	Plenty of action going on in today’s story.

This story of John the Baptist is like “Oranges and Lemons”, an unusual dance that ends with chopping off a head! 

Do you remember that the Oranges and Lemons dance had an argument over a very small amount of money? What if the girl, the daughter who danced, had asked for half of Herod’s kingdom? The conversation might have gone: 

     “When will you pay me?”

     “When I grow rich” 

     “When will that be?”
 

     “I do not know” …because Herod did not have half a kingdom to give away. He was a puppet king. The Romans were in charge. The Roman Emperor owned Herod’s kingdom if anybody did. But it was as easy to chop off someone’s head as to bring a candle to light you to bed!

Herod made a bit of fuss, but he didn’t want to spoil the party, so he sent orders to chop off John the Baptist’s head. What a nasty little story. 

Why is this story here? Why is it in the gospels?

In Mark’s gospel all of the other stories are about Jesus, except right at the beginning of the gospel, after being told that this gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ, we are then immediately told about a messenger, John the baptizer, clothed in camel’s hair, who proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me”.

John the Baptist was a righteous and holy man, with a huge following and popularity, regarded as a prophet, as Elijah returned. He dressed like Elijah and spoke like Elijah. 

Now, at the beginning of today’s story, we are told that it is the name of Jesus that is getting around. Who is Jesus? People were saying, “He is the new Elijah”. Others were saying, “He is John the Baptist, come back from the dead”. 

- but wait! The readers of Mark’s gospel didn’t know that John was dead. Well, here’s the story.

John the Baptist was outspoken, and loudly outspoken, and he didn’t mind telling powerful leaders that they were doing wrong.

He told Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

Herod arrested him. His wife Herodias wanted to kill John the Baptist. But Herod feared John, and still went to listen to what John had to say even in prison, and it disturbed him.

Herod feared John, but an opportunity came… It was a dance. 

Today you did a dance in church, but some of the people in this church lived in times when they weren’t allowed to go to dances, and dances weren’t allowed even in the church hall. King David, the David who killed Goliath, once did a dance to worship God, a dance during a parade out in the main street. His wife was disgusted with him! She said;

“The King of Israel made a big name for himself today…

- among the girls who are servants of his servants!”

She thought he was just showing off for the girls. Dance is a most unusual way for a king to show honour and praise towards God. 

And the dance that Herod’s daughter did at the king’s birthday party was probably the sort of dance that gives dancing a bad name! She pleased Herod and his guests. He offered her a reward. Herod got cornered by his own words and had to behead his prisoner.

The prophet John the Baptist died a grisly death. 

In Jewish society death by execution was shameful. Death in battle was honourable. Death in old age was natural and honoured. Death by execution as a criminal was dishonourable, a shame on the family. This story is here in the gospel to help turn about that stigma.

You see, John the Baptist was not a criminal. He was a prophet, the new Elijah. His death by execution was a shame, but he himself did not bear the dishonour. The dishonour falls on Herod and Herodias, his executioners. John himself is exalted. (You can see where this is leading). John is the forerunner, setting down the path.

Jesus is now said to be the new John, the new Elijah, and greater than both.

The violent and abusive execution of John is a forerunner to the violent and abusive crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus is innocent, faultless; but executed as a criminal, alongside criminals.

Shame!

But the shame does not fall on Jesus. Jesus, innocent and good, is exalted. In death he is honoured and raised by God to be alongside God.

This is the gospel. This became the new standard with followers of Jesus. There will be persecutions. Christians will be called bad names. They will receive violence and abuse and death! Early Christians were subjected to persecutions which involved torture and execution; death by burning, and by wild beasts. Death in the name of Christ became honourable, Saintly martyrdom.

For Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake and for the sake of the gospel will save it.” (Mark 8.34-35 NRSV) 

What’s in it for us?

Death! Indeed, for everyone dies.

We do not know how or when, but we must all see it realistically that we cannot cling on too closely to saving our own life because in the end we will lose it. But we don’t throw life away. We value life.

Jesus’ call for you to “lose your life” is symbolic. You can only take it literally once! Each one of us has a life of infinite value. But if you save your life for yourself, thinking only of yourself, you have lost the value of life, you are not fully human because humans live in community.

If you give your life to following Jesus, loving God and trusting that you will be provided for, showing love to your neighbours and your enemies, if you live selflessly in humble service of others then you have found the way of the cross, your life displays your belief  and your life is saved!

It’s not about being super holy. You don’t have to live like John the Baptist.

John the Baptist wore animal skins and ate insects and lived out in the wilderness.

Jesus joined in the dance of life. He wore normal clothes and ate normal food and drank wine with very ordinary people. He brought the spark of life to people.

The place where Jesus wants you to give your life is here and now, where-ever you may be, in your everyday life among ordinary people.

Jesus invites you to join in the dance. 

The dance of life. 



	Illustrations / Stories

	A riddle
Q.   What do John the Baptist and Winnie the Pooh both

       have in common? 
A.   They both have the same middle name.

ChristArt.com
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	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All people that on earth do dwell MHB 2; WOV 10; H&P 1; CMP 20; S1 13

And can it be MHB 371; WOV 138; H&P 216; CMP 33; S1 1

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77

Father you have loved me SIS 632

For all the saints MHB 832; WOV 384; H&P 814; CMP 148

God of grace and God of glory WOV 543; H&P 712

God of the Bible FFS 25

I danced in the morning WOV 183
I have decided CMP 272; S2 766

In the name of Christ we gather  AA 69
King of kings, Lord of lords (Kendrick) S1 308

King of kings, Lord of lords (Conty & Batya) SIS 409; CMP 398; S1 307
Let there be light, let there be understanding WOV 671
Lift up your heads O you gates S1 321

Lift up your heads to the coming king SIS 218; CMP 418

Lift up your heads you mighty gated MHB 890; H&P 240

O worship the king all glorious above MHB 8; WOV 67; H&P 28; CMP 528; 

    S1 425

Praise my soul the King of heaven MHB 12; WOV 68; H&P 13; CMP 560; S1 433
Rejoice the Lord is king MHB 247; WOV 147; H&P 243; CMP 575; S2 948

Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

With a hoot and a toot AA 161


	Prayers
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	Call to worship

The Lord is a stronghold in times of trouble.

Seek and trust the Lord.

Rejoice in your deliverance.
God hears my cries,

and lifts me up.

I will sing praises to the Lord.

© Ian Boddy – based on Psalm 9.9-14 (used with permission)
Collects 
Psalm 24

Creator God,

Lord of hosts and king of glory,

the earth is yours –

You founded it on the seas, 

and established it on the rivers.

In our worship and praise to you

may we have clean hands and pure hearts,

and live with truth and integrity.

Bless us with the good life,

as we care for your earth and all that is in it, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Mark 6:14-29     Settling a grudge against the whistleblower   
John the Baptist told Herod “It is not lawful to marry your brother’s wife”.

When the opportunity came, Herodias had the baptiser beheaded.
God of justice,

It is dangerous to speak the truth,

and confront those in power.

May we support the whistleblower,

those who uphold the moral code,

and honour those who pay the price.

Amen. 

© John Howell (used with permission)
Give us, we pray, gentle God, 
a mind forgetful of past injury, 
a will to seek the good of others 
and a heart of love, 
that we may learn to live 
in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
through whom we pray. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
The world and all its people belong to him.

For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas
and built it on the ocean depths.

Who may climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who may stand in his holy place?

Only those whose hands and hearts are pure,
who do not worship idols
and never tell lies.

They will receive the Lord’s blessing
and have a right relationship with God their saviour.

Such people may seek you
and worship in your presence, O God of Jacob. 

Open up, ancient gates!
Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

Who is the King of glory?

The Lord, strong and mighty;
the Lord, invincible in battle.

Open up, ancient gates!

Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

Who is the King of glory?

The Lord of Heaven’s Armies—
he is the King of glory.

New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing
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	A collection of Bibles
Since it is Bible Sunday today, ask people to bring along Bibles to make a display on a table at the front of the church. Particularly ask for:

     Old family Bibles, 

     Bibles in other languages

     Bibles in unusual English translations
     Bibles that have particular sentimental value

During the service ask people to speak briefly about the Bible that they have brought along. Those who have brought one in another language, perhaps their mother-tongue, might like to read the first six verses of today’s Psalm (Psalm 24) in another language. 



	Children
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	See “Oranges and Lemons” dance in creativity section above.
Bible Sunday children’s activities from the Bible Society

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
Ctrl+Click to 

follow links

	The story of “The head of John the Baptist” told in 15 slides from the Brick Testament
Salomi’s dance in Christian art: Benozzo Gozzoli (1420-1497); Filippo Lipi (1406-1469)
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. Special thanks to Ian Boddy for helping with today’s resource. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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