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Sunday 14 October 2012
Nothing in my hand 

Year B - Pentecost 20 - 60B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Job 23.1-9, 16-17 Job, in his misery, wants to complain bitterly to his Maker, but he cannot find God anywhere. “God has covered me with darkness.”
Psalm 22.1-22 At a time when he is suffering and feeling forsaken, the psalmist cries out to the Lord for help. This is one of the psalms throughout which Christians see references to the passion of Christ. 
Hebrews 4.12-16 God’s word is alive and active and can cut to the innermost parts of a person. God’s Son understands our weaknesses so we can bravely come to God with our needs knowing that we will be treated with kindness and find help.
Mark 10.17-31 A rich man enquires about eternal life. Jesus tells him to go and sell everything and give the money to the poor. He went away sad. Jesus said, “many who are now first will be last, and many who are now last will be first.”
White Sunday

Samoan congregations celebrate White Sunday today. White Sunday is a celebration of childhood. Men, women and children dress completely in white.  An order of service and play is available from Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Micah Sunday

Micah Challenge is an international global campaign to mobilise Christians against poverty. The campaign aims to deepen Christian engagement with impoverished and marginalised communities, and to influence leaders of rich and poor nations to fulfil their promise to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

Micah Challenge is promoting a focus event called “Light For My Feet” this Sunday, looking at how to bring Jesus’ light to a corrupt and broken world. Full church service resources are available, including service outline, prayers, preaching notes, and material for children and youth. Get your church to sign the Micah Call.
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	Preserving the tension
The encounter between Jesus and the rich young ruler is challenging. Some Bible commentators are a bit too quick to say that this passage is not suggesting that we should go out and sell our goods and give to the poor. Clearly that is a suggestion that we can take from the passage. Jesus has much to say about money and possessions and this is particularly evident in Luke’s gospel. There are two streams of thought that run through Jesus’ teaching and they need to be held in tension. 

One stream is that of stewardship. It is the one preferred by most commentaries because it is not so drastic. It is the call to be careful and responsible stewards of the resources that are entrusted to our care. It is perhaps summarised by the saying, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Luke 12.48). We could also cite the story of the rich man Zacchaeus (Luke 19) who, after his encounter with Jesus, sought to both restore those he had defrauded and give to the poor. Those who respond to the demands of stewardship will invite, not just their friends and relations, but also the underprivileged into their dinner parties (Luke 14.12-14).
The other stream is renunciation. In calling followers to dependence on God they are to renounce the wealth that leads to self-sufficiency. It is evident, not only in today’s reading about the rich young ruler, but elsewhere in the teaching of Jesus: “Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12.33-34).  “Those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples” (Luke 14.33).
Both streams need to be held in tension. When we tend to be careless with those things entrusted to us, we need to hear the message of stewardship. When our possessions keep us from allowing God’s rule in our lives, we need to hear the message of renunciation.
The rich young ruler
The incident in our gospel reading from Mark today is also found in Matthew 19.16-30 and Luke 18.18-30. Once again, studying the text using this parallels tool provided by the University of Toronto will give you a range of interesting comparisons. We often see this passage headed “The rich young ruler” but we have to flick between the gospels to get this title for, while each tells us this man was rich, only Matthew records that he was young (Matthew 19.19) and only Luke that he was a ruler (Luke 18.18). 
Mark also throws some significant facts into the story that are omitted in the other gospels:

· This eager man “ran up and knelt before” Jesus.

· Among the commandments that Jesus said were to be observed, only Mark has “do not defraud” (Mark 10.19 - and only Matthew has “love your neighbour as yourself”).
· Only Mark tells us of Jesus’ attitude toward the young man, “Jesus looking upon him loved him” (Mark 10.21).

· Only Mark has Jesus referring to the disciples as “children” (Mark 10.24).

· And, perhaps more significantly, only Mark tells us that the hundredfold rewards that we receive in this life come “with persecutions” (Mark 10.30).

A camel through the eye of a needle?
There is an explanation of this turn of phrase that has proved popular with preachers. It goes like this: In the walls of ancient Jerusalem there were some very small entrances. When the main gates of the city were closed at night, those guarding the city could give a legitimate traveller access through one of these low gates, but the traveller would have to bow down to pass through the gate leaving his load behind. These little gates, the preachers tell us, were called “the needle’s eye” or, in another version, “camel gate”. The symbolism is great! On your knees… off with your burden… into the kingdom… and maybe your camel could squeeze through too. Why let the fact that the archaeological evidence has revealed no sign of such gates ruin a good story?
However, there is another theory. This time the image is explained by way of a textual error. Change one Greek letter, as some late manuscripts did, and kamelon (camel) becomes kamilon (rope). Get a big enough industrial needle and a small enough rope and hey presto you could maybe push that thing through. It’s a possibility. Just get that rich man in there.
All of which seems to miss the point that Jesus is saying that, with people, this is impossible. And to make his point he speaks in hyperbole. One of reasons that gospels are such an interesting read is Jesus’ colourful use of language. In particular his use of hyperbole is quite comical at times. Just imagine a person with a plank in their eye trying to remove the speck from someone else’s (Matthew 7.3-5) or someone straining gnats out of their drink but ending up swallowing a camel (Matthew 23.24). Not quite so funny, but equally to be read as hyperboles, are other sayings of Jesus like gouging out your eye if it causes you to sin (Matthew 18.9)… or cutting off your foot if it causes you to stumble (Matthew 18.8)… or hating your parents in order to become a disciple (Luke 14.26). And just picture a camel trying to get through the eye of a sewing needle.


	Broader / Personal

Preparation

	Gandhi (1982 - PG). The role that shot Ben Kingsley to fame was playing Mahatma Gandhi in this biographical movie. By turning is back on possessions to serve his people, Gandhi uses non-violent passive resistance to guide the nation of India to independence. The film won eight Academy Awards including best picture.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	A list on your hand
You’ll need:

· some pencils or pens 

· plus, either cut out some hand shapes and give them to people as they arrive at your service, or include a sheet with a hand shape printed on it with your newsletter or order of service. 
Near the beginning of the service get everyone to write on their hand-shaped paper a list of their most precious material possessions. Depending on circumstances the list might include things like: books, house, collections, car, motorbike, bank account, television, computer, shares, shoes…
Later, as a response to the message, get people to look through their list and consider

· Have these things taken over the first place in my life?

· Are any of these things stopping me from being a follower of Jesus?

· Am I willing to give these things into God’s hands?

Don’t suggest that people immediately go off and sell their houses and cars - but do suggest that we are stewards of the things that God has entrusted to us. If we have a house, God may want us to use it for offering hospitality. If we have a car, we may have responsibility to transport a neighbour who is stuck for transport to a hospital appointment.
Have a box with a slot in the top at the exit of the church labelled “I give this to the Lord”. Encourage people, if they are able, to put their paper hand, on which they have written their list of things, in the box as an act of commitment as they leave the building. 

Be careful to explain that you want the list to be anonymous. This is an act of commitment to God. You are not asking anyone to give these things to you or to your church. (Cults put pressure on people to do these things – but we don’t!)


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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Augustus Toplady 1740-1778

Anglican priest and writer of the famous hymn “Rock of ages”. His Calvinist outlook made him an adversary of John Wesley. Toplady died of TB when he was 38 years old.

	Jesus and his disciples were walking down the street, slowly making their way south from Galilee to Jerusalem. Other people joined them along the way to listen to Jesus, the rabbi, as they walked. One young man who came on the scene must have appeared to be particularly keen. He came running up to Jesus and fell on his knees in front of him. 
“Good teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?” he asked. 
It was one of the pressing questions of the day. 
When a lawyer asked the same question Jesus responded with a story about a traveller who was beaten and robbed. Eventually a compassionate man from Samaria came to his aid. Jesus’ message, on that occasion, was that we must help our neighbour like that Samaritan had helped the traveller at his point of need.
This time, Jesus began his answer by gently rebuking the eager young aristocrat for trying to flatter him by calling him “good”. 

“No one is good, but God,” said Jesus. Then he added, “You know the commandments.”
“I’ve been taught those and obeyed them since I was a boy.”

Looking intently at the man, Jesus could see that he was sincere. He had genuine love for him.

“There’s just one thing left for you to do then. Go, sell up. Sell up everything and give the money to the poor. Join my band of followers. All your wealth then will be the heavenly kind.”

That response was unexpected! It sure shocked the disciples. And it brought an immediate gloom to this eager young man, for he was very rich. In response to Jesus’ words he went away dejected. 

The disciples were gobsmacked.

Jesus said to them, “You’ve got no idea how difficult it is for rich people to enter God’s Kingdom. You may as well try to get a camel through the eye of a needle.”

“Who has got any chance then?” asked the disciples.

“That’s just it. Without God there’s no chance. But, with God, anything is possible.”

That’s basically the incident as it is recorded in today’s gospel reading. But how does that all apply to us? If there was someone walking down our street and we really thought he had all the answers to the pressing questions of our time, there would not be people rushing up to ask him about eternal life. Maybe, in the religious environment of the ancient Middle East, that was the question that haunted people’s thoughts. But it’s just not on the radar today… it’s too distant and ethereal for most people.  More likely people would ask, “What must I do to get rich?”… Maybe today’s rich young elite would ask, “What must I do to get happy?” 
Very occasionally someone with a particularly religious up-bringing does enquire of a church leader about obtaining eternal life. In such case it’s hardly likely the leader’s response would be, “Go sell everything you own. Give the money to the poor” (Mark 10.21). So why did Jesus respond like that? This was Jesus’ response because…
We must help the poor
God’s bias is always towards the poor and the disempowered. “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord” (Proverbs 19:17) and “Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker” (Proverbs 14:31). 
Reading the scriptures quickly dispels the notion that our finances are a private matter. Christians are compelled to help others simply because we share a common humanity with people who are presently suffering. Not far away in our global village there are people who are struggling to find the basic necessities of life: food, shelter, potable water, health care, sanitation, and clothes. 

The reality is that when the relative wealth of New Zealanders is compared with those in the rest of the world we are put into a similar category to the young man that approached Jesus. We are privileged to live in one of the wealthy nations of the world. 

The man in our gospel reading was not just rich. All three of the gospel accounts tell us that he was very rich. The popular economic theory of allowing a few to get very rich so that their abundant supply will “trickle down” to the masses clearly doesn’t work out in economic practice. It didn’t work then, and it doesn’t now. Helping the poor always has to be intentional and deliberate because it goes against our natural inclination toward selfishness. 
In his conversation with the rich young ruler Jesus is questioning a system that allows great disparity between the affluent and the poor. As far as Jesus was concerned giving to the poor was not an optional extra for him. It was a necessity if he wanted to be a follower and inherit life. The relevance to our own situation and society should be obvious. We must help the poor. 
Not only that…
We must be freed
Simple things, like the car we use to get from one place to another or the shoes we wear, can take on a value way out of proportion to their practical use. They can become symbols of status and represent pride in our accomplishments. As a result we can inadvertently become addicted to the desire to possess. Then we are enslaved by our need for more. It is not so much that material possessions are evil or sinful. It is more that they are dangerous.
Why did Jesus say that the young man should sell all his possessions? Simply because his wealth had captured his heart. It had become the object of his commitment. We cling to the possessions that we have and our hearts yearn to own more. 
What an appropriate gospel passage we have today for Micah Sunday. For is impossible to seek to address the needs of the impoverished communities in our world without also addressing the growing wealth of the wealthy. We are all impacted by the rampant consumption of Western societies and our insatiable appetite for more. While we are think of “me” and “mine” God seeks to call his people into community. It is those in the community of people, who have received God’s grace, that must realise their responsibility for the disparities in this world.
We simply cannot receive God’s grace with closed hands and full hearts. We need to be set free. The words of the Augustus Toplady hymn Rock of Ages come to mind: 

     Nothing in my hand I bring
     Simply to your cross I cling
A grasping hand, desperately trying to cling on to all that it holds can receive nothing. It is only when we come with open hearts and open hands that we can receive the full life that Christ has to offer. The irony is that by withholding the gift that would set others free from poverty, the rich young ruler also lost his own chance at freedom.
As members of the church we are called to be the community that makes a difference in the world. We are called to help the poor. We are called to freedom.
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Mahatma Gandhi
1869-1948

Gandhi led the Indian independence movement and is known as the ‘Father of the nation’.
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	Quotes
“I am convinced that God did not mess up and make too many people and not enough stuff. Poverty was not created by God but by you and me, because we have not learned to love our neighbors as ourselves. Gandhi put it well when he said, ‘There is enough for everyone’s need but there is not enough for everyone’s greed.’”
Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2006) p170.
Actor Martin Sheen starred in the movie Gandhi alongside Ben Kingsley. The nature of the film saw him wrestling with the issues of poverty and injustice. In an interview he was quoted as saying, “It’s a painful thing to witness the materialism of my kids, but I know it is only a reflection of what they learned from me… I believe in the risen Christ, I’m still in love with riches and comforts, cars and homes and honours. But I know that either I will have to let go of that or it will all be taken away… We must transcend the trappings of the world. And we must do it together.”
Another account of the dialogue between Jesus and the rich young ruler is recorded in the second century apocryphal, Gospel according to the Hebrews. In this account there are two rich men. Jesus says,
‘Go, sell all that thou hast and divide it to the poor, and come, follow me.’
But the rich man began to scratch his head, and it pleased him not. And the Lord said unto him, ‘How sayest thou, “I have performed the law and the prophets?” seeing that it is written in the law “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,” and behold, many of thy brethren, sons of Abraham, are clad with dung, dying for hunger, and thy house is full of much goods, and there goeth out therefrom nought at all unto them.’ 
The Gospel According to the Hebrews translated by EB Nicholson (London: C Kegan Paul & Co, 1879) p50.

Enough is always a little more than one has.
Samuel Butler



	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
S4:  The Source 4

SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Be thou my vision MHB 632; WOV 455; H&P 378; CMP 51; S1 50

Brother, sister let me serve you SIS 256; AA 8

Christ has changed the world’s direction HIOS 15

Deep in the human heart HIOS 19

Father I adore you SIS 174
Gentle God AA 44

God of Justice S4 1818

Give thanks with a grateful heart SIS 509; CMP 170

Have your own way Lord CMP 212
Hear us now, O loving God S4 1847
Jesus take me as I am SIS 318; CMP 382; S1 297

Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult MHB 157; WOV 505; H&P 141; CMP 359

Lord you are more precious SIS 590; CMP 447; S1 339
May the anger of Christ be mine FFS 48
Now thank we all our God MHB 10; WOV 14; H&P 566; CMP 486

O Jesus I have promised MHB 526; WOV 514; H&P 704; CMP 501; S1 391

Rock of ages MHB 498; WOV 157; H&P 273; CMP 582; S2 950

O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416

Spirit of the living God H&P 295; SIS 303; CMP 613; S1 462
Take my life MHB 400; WOV 520; H&P 705; CMP 624; S1 468

This is my desire CMP 1013; S1 515

When I needed a neighbour WOV 558
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	Collects 
Seek eternal riches      Mark 10:23

Eternal God,

Letting go of our wealth

will open the eye of the needle.

Grounding our economics in science

will heal the planet.

Redistributing wealth to the poor

will feed those in poverty.

Good Teacher and Good God,

inspire us to reach beyond the law

to seek renewal of life

and the treasures of heaven, 

Amen. 

© John Howell (used with permission)
Lord, in your goodness 

open our eyes to your light, 

and so fill our hearts with your glory 

that we may always acknowledge Jesus as Saviour, 

and hold fast to his word in sincerity and truth. 

We make our prayer 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer about piggybanks

Three big piggybanks went to the market 
and found the sub prime house was straw.

Those that funded them lived in drugged dreams, 
and even their golden parachutes twirled in the hot air.

The treasures of life, 
are found in love, 
good friends and a healthy planet, 
and our deepest desires elude the consumer society.

It’s time that those living in poverty 
can have their say for global justice; 
that we can achieve their prayer 
to give them their daily bread.

God open our ears to the cry of the poor, 

the cry from earth and air, 

and give us and our leaders courage, 

to live and seek the humble life 

and bring our extravagance and footprints down to size, Amen.
© John Howell, Longings for the Eternal (Taupo: St Paul’s Union Church, 2009) p8  - used with permission.
Generous God

Generous God,
the earth and everything in it is yours.
The world and all its people belong to you.
You laid the earth’s foundation 

and we acknowledge you as the great Creator.
We come this morning from our self-centredness

and seek God-awareness.
We come from a week of selfish ambition

to be reminded again of your will

and the needs of our brothers and sisters who share our planet.
We acknowledge you as the wonderful Saviour.
We come giving you our wayward thoughts:

Our anxieties and our apathy,
our doubts and our certainties.
We come to hear your call,
to praise you as the glorious king

and to taste your abundant life.
Amen.
© Andrew Gamman
More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing


	Is there someone associated with your congregation working in the area of welfare that could tell about the work that they do as part of the service today? For example, a volunteer who works with your local food bank or maybe someone who is employed by CYFS, Work and Income or in some social service. Pray for them afterwards and for others involved in similar work.
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	Trying to receive a gift with full hands
Depending on how you think your children will react, you could prearrange with a child to help with your talk, or ask for a volunteer at the time. 
Have a bag of wrapped lollies and ask if the child would like some. Usually, a child will politely take three or four. However, give a little encouragement to take as many as she can hold and, quite quickly, both hands will be filled up. That’s when you produce a crunchie bar and ask, “Have you got room in your hands for this?” 
Clearly the child hasn’t.
Tell the story of the rich young ruler from Mark 10.17-31. Explain that the young man could not receive the gift of eternal life from Jesus because his hands were already full. He had a lot of money and he wasn’t prepared to let go of it. Jesus wants to have first place in our lives and that means when he asks us to let go of something we must be willing.
At the end of the talk provide a wrapped lolly for each of the children.

More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint
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	Jesus teaching on wealth in six slides from the Brick Testament
Christ and the rich young ruler 1889 - a painting by German artist Heinrich Hoffman which is held in New York’s famous Riverside Church. 
Cartoons from Reverend fun: strained camel; camel’s eye; hard for the rich.


	Survey results
	Thank you to those who participated in the recent survey of readers of this resource. You may be interested to know that apart from using “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” for planning services and getting preaching ideas, the percentage of readers putting it to other uses is:
Study groups


11%

Personal devotions

24%

Children’s ministry

35%

Music group


11%

83% of users make use of the hyperlinks

The most important sections as ranked by our readers are

1.  Preaching thoughts

2.  Readings

3.  Introduction / background

4.  Broader/ personal preparation

5= Illustrations/stories 

5= Hymns/ Songs

7.  Prayers

8.  Children

9.  Communal sharing

10. PowerPoint
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 

Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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