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Sunday 13 May 2012
New possibilities / Mother’s Day
Year B - Easter 6 - 36B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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CEV = Contemporary English version of the Bible
	Acts 10.44-48 While Peter is explaining the gospel to a group of Gentiles, they receive the Holy Spirit and start speaking in tongues. Peter commands them to be baptised.
Psalm 98 Sing a new song to the Lord who works miracles and shows the nations his power.
1 John 5.1-6 We are God’s children if we believe that Jesus is the Messiah. God’s children love one another. They love God and keep his commandments.
John 15.9-17 Jesus says to his disciples that they didn’t choose him, he chose them. He calls them to produce fruit by loving each other and obeying him.
Mother’s Day

Being Mother’s Day, today you may want to especially involve the women of your congregation in the service/s. Get them to do the Bible readings, prayers, worship leading or the preaching. 

In recognising mothers, please be aware of the large number of people in our 

communities living in alternative family situations. Much of our “family” emphasis 

in church life looks like it is only affirming a model with mum, dad and the two kids. If you choose to preach on the Family Sunday theme it is worth reminding ourselves that our first loyalty, our truest identity lies in our relationship with God.
Ascension

17 May is Ascension, the day when we celebrate Christ’s enthronement as he ends his earthly ministry. The nearest Sunday is next Sunday 20 May. However with 20 May being Wesley Day as well as Asia Sunday, you may wish to celebrate Ascension this Sunday. “Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come back in the same way that you have seen him go.” Acts 1.11 (CEV) 

If you celebrate Ascension this Sunday one possible angle is about waiting. Look at how the disciples were after the Ascension; they were not bereft or orphaned. They were joyful and confident in what God would do. Much of life is about waiting; for the right job, the right relationship, for this or for that. Yet our waiting times are not empty – what can we learn of God in our waiting and what everyday things can nurture and sustain us?


	NZ Music Month
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AA: Alleluia Aotearoa

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

SIS: Scripture in Song


	This May is the 11th New Zealand Music Month. Through the whole of this month we will be especially recommending Kiwi music to use in your worship services. 
Notes from John Thornley, NZ Hymnbook Trust 

Home and Family Sunday

(From Alleluia Aotearoa) Two hymns from Cecily Sheehey, composer of family worship hymns for all ages: ‘I know someone who watches over me’  and ‘One, two, three, Alleluia’

(From Faith Forever Singing)  ‘Dream a dream’

(From Hope is our Song) ‘How much am I worth?’

Other New Zealand hymns and songs
Christ ascends to God HIOS 14 (Ascension)
Come let us sing with joy SIS 488

Creator God we give you thanks HIOS 22

Creation sings HIOS 29

For the music of creation AA 41
How is Jesus present? AA 64
Let there be respect FFS 43

Touch the earth lightly AA 143
This is the day the Lord has made

This is the day the Lord has made:

to him our praise we bring.

He watches over each of us,

our shepherd and our king.

He sees the tiny sparrow fall,

the smallest crawling thing.

This is the day the Lord has made:

let his creation sing!

This is the day the Lord has made:

we come to him in prayer,

to thank him for his bounteous gifts,

his endless loving care.

O Lord may we be generous too,

your gifts with all to share.

This is the day the Lord has made:

let his creation sing!

This is the day the Lord has made:

may we be servants true,

and show the world your love through us;

to serve is loving you.

May we be always open to

the chance your work to do.

This is the day the Lord has made;

let his creation sing!

This is the day the Lord has made:

keep us a faithful band

of loving family, neighbours, friends,

throughout our needy land;

that we may be as Christ on earth

as he himself has planned.

This is the day the Lord has made:

let his creation sing!

Tune: Ellacombe 2, WOV 335      © Jan Chamberlain (used with permission)
(If you are inclined to use foreign songs see further suggestions below)



	Introduction / Background
CEV = Contemporary English version of the Bible
	A new song
“Now we have a brand new one,” so says our local radio host in introducing the next song. And the kids moan and say, “That’s not new – it’s been around for ages.”

There’s something ironic about our psalm today encouraging us to “sing a new song” when the song was actually written nearly 3000 years ago.  And Psalm 98,  is not the first, or the last, time in Scripture that we are encouraged to sing a new song (see also Psalm 33.3; 40.3; 96.1; 144.9; 149.1; Isaiah 42.10; Revelation 5.9 and 14.3). 
The “new thing” that God is doing (Isaiah 42.9; 43.19; 48.6) may not be that new for us after all. However, there is something in God’s nature that brings about constant renewal. So we are drawn again and again to these passages and seek to see their relevance for our own life and the life of our community.
The theme of the new song is the all-encompassing salvation that God has won. “Victory” (Psalm 98.1.CEV) translates a word meaning salvation or redemption. 



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow links


	Planning ahead

We have come to the end of the “Easter Songs” series from the Psalms that “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” has been following. Over the next three weeks we have some special one-off services:

      20 May   Wesley Day

      27 May   Pentecost

      3 June    Trinity Sunday

After this there is a run of seven Sundays when the lectionary takes us to Mark’s gospel and “10 Minutes on a Tuesday” will focus on these gospel passages. This lectionary year (year B) is the year of Mark.
A couple of songs related to today’s passage from the Psalms:
1. U2- 40 off the 1983 album War is a rendition of Psalm 40. It includes the line “I will sing a new song” and asks “how long to sing this song?” The song was used extensively as a concert closer in the early days of the band and often the crowd kept on singing long after the band had left the stage.
Watch on YouTube
Read the lyrics
2. Nelly Furtado – In God’s hands off the album Loose (2006). A song about a relationship breakup… and landing back in God’s hands.
            Watch on YouTube
            Read the lyrics


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Button-hole flowers for Mother’s Day

Give out button-hole flowers with pins to all the women as they arrive at church. We want to affirm women today, so give the flowers to all women, not just mothers (see my note above). 

If there is no-one in the church with blooms in their garden to provide the button- holes, look to buy a flowering potted chrysanthemum. You can often find a potted plant with 50 or 60 little blooms, which are ideal for button-holes and a whole lot cheaper than buying cut flowers. You’ll also be left with a nice potted plant – stripped bare, but it will flower again!



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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The Lorax

	It is appropriate on this Mother’s Day to think of those things for which we can give to God our thanks and praise. We give thanks for all the women who have such a strong influence on our lives and on the life of our church community. We give thanks for mothers and grandmothers and aunts.

Psalm 98 is a psalm of joyful praise. This lovely psalm breaks into three parts. It is a song of liberation and restoration and it is our story. It starts with the personal – what God has done for me. Then it looks wider to all people on earth and finally sees the whole of nature joining in the song of praise.
Praise God for what he has done (Psalm 98.1-3)
Sing a new song. This is a song of salvation. It celebrates release from captivity and boundless new possibilities. For the people of Israel it rejoices in the story of deliverance from slavery in Egypt. It rejoices also in their later story of the release of the exiles by Cyrus from their Babylonian captivity. 
But a new song? It’s not that the theme is new. It is the people that are renewed as God gives them a new life and new possibilities. And the story continues for us in the twenty-first century. For it is the joyful story of all those who find new life in Christ.

This salvation has been brought about by God’s “right hand and holy arm”. How do you think about God? God is Spirit - right? And it is hard for us to grasp the concept of how God as Spirit works in the situations in which we find ourselves. We only begin to understand unknown things by comparing them with what we know. 

For example, how do you describe what a feijoa like? I found myself trying to do this to an overseas guest who had never heard of feijoas. It is green, with white flesh, small like a kiwifruit and it has the gritty texture of a guava. I used other fruit to make comparisons. The dictionary says it tastes like a pineapple but I can’t see that at all. 

In the same way the Bible writers make comparisons. They give God human characteristics (anthropomorphisms) and talk of the hand of God, the arm of God and the eyes of God. Hands, we can understand. It has been calculated that there are 258 references to the hand of God in the Bible. The metaphor is reassuring.
· When we feel that our situation is hopeless, the Lord’s hand is not too short to save us according to Isaiah 59.1. 
· When we need God’s care and protection God hides us in the shadow if his hand. (Isaiah 49.2). 
· And Jesus promises that not one of us can be snatched from the Father’s hand in John 10.29.
Praise God because his hand has acted and will act in our lives in marvelous ways that are unexpected and ever new. 
Praise God everyone on earth (Psalm 98.4-6)
The psalmist says, “Tell everyone on this earth to sing happy songs.” It is not just us here who are to praise God.  A multitude of other voices are to join in with the happy chorus. The Israelites often forgot that God’s concern was for all the nations. And the same is true for us. We can become so absorbed with our concerns and with the life of our church, that we forget God’s heartbeat is for the nations. 
Sadly, we can spend more time in our musical arrangements for the services than in trying to introduce the radical re-arrangements that need to take place in our world! We join in the Lord’s Prayer and pray “your Kingdom come” - but the coming of God’s rule will bring changes. It will require adjustments. The Lord has a global view. He grieves over violence in the Middle East. His heart is heavy with the cries of the starving in the Horn of Africa. If we are longing for God’s rule we must do something about the fact that 40-50% of the world’s population is undernourished and that children are dying at the rate of 16,000 a day from hunger related causes – that’s one death every five seconds. (Figures from Tear Fund) In our global village, this is our problem.
Our prayers, our aid and our gospel must reach to the corners of the earth. Here we are at the close of this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight and we are well aware that the way we purchase, and what we consume, has international repercussions. When we seek for justice in our international transactions, our exclamations of praise to God resound with a wider authenticity. The more people who hear the gospel of salvation and justice, the more will join the song, until voices from all nations join with musical instruments in a crescendo of joyful praise to the God of creation.
Praise God all creation (Psalm 98.7-9)
We get a glimpse, in the last verses of the psalm, of the final Day of the Lord when God, who is honest and fair, comes to judge the earth. This is an occasion of great joy because God’s rule sets things right. It spells the end of injustice and oppression. It restores our relationship with God, with each other, and with nature. We recall the Apostle Paul’s words that creation itself is groaning, longing to be set free from decay (Romans 8.19-22). Just as we long for redemption and freedom so the natural world longs for liberation from those forces that bind it. And one is linked to the other, for the freeing of nature requires us to learn faithful stewardship of the resources that God has provided. There is an ecological dimension to salvation and we all have a part to play.

It is a theme that is pressed home in Dr Seuss’s book The Lorax, which is now a movie that is currently screening in the theatres. In the words of the Lorax, “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” It takes you and me to work for the renewal of nature and the benefit of our environment. So it is that all of nature will join the celebration. In the lovely personification of the psalmist, the rivers will clap their hands and the hills will sing. (Psalm 98.8)

Praise the Lord God who has acted, who is acting and who will act in our lives, in the nations and in all creation. May his kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 


	Illustrations / Stories
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Isaac Watts

	Joy to the world
Isaac Watts (1674-1748), was a non-conformist pastor and prolific writer. He published around 60 theological books and 700 hymns. Watts wrote his first hymn, when he was just 18 years old, in protest against what he believed to be the low quality of songs in Anglican hymnals. The best known of his hymns are Our God our help in ages past, When I survey the wondrous cross and Joy to the world. 
Joy to the World is known today as a Christmas Carol but it was not written as such. It was written as a triumphant celebration of the Messiah’s coming and kingdom, based on the second half of today’s psalm (Psalm 98). It first appeared in 1719 in Watts’ hymn collection entitled,The Psalms of David: Imitated in the language of the New Testament, and applied to the Christian state and worship. The hymn fell out of favour for a century before becoming very popular again and it was the most published hymn in North America in the twentieth century. 
Many Christmas albums include the hymn and popular versions have been recorded by Mariah Carey (Merry Christmas, 1994) and Whitney Houston (The preacher’s wife soundtrack, 1996). It was also converted to a nonsensical children’s rock song by American band Three Dog Night in 1970.


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
All hail the power of Jesus name MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7

Alleluia, sing to Jesus WOV 439; H&P 592

Come sing a new psalm SIS 489
It is a good thing SIS 176
I will celebrate S2 813

Joy to the world  WOV 224; H&P 77; CMP 393; S1 305  (Psalm 98)
Make a joyful noise SIS 132
My Jesus, my Saviour CMP 1003; S1 367

O sing unto the Lord SIS 75 (Psalm 98)
Praise him, praise him God of creation SIS 131
Praise to the Lord the Almighty MHB 64; WOV 28; H&P 16; CMP 564; S2 945

O sing a new song WOV 196

Sing a new song to the Lord WOV 88; H&P 57
Sing a new song, sing a new song WOV 102: H&P 332
Sing all creation WOV 111

The day of resurrection MHB 208; H&P 208; WOV 277
The steadfast love of the Lord SIS 414; CMP 666; S1 505

Your hand O God has guided WOV 389; H&P 784
Your lovingkindness SIS 71; CMP 706
You shall go out with joy SIS 397

When mothers of Salem MHB 866


	Prayers
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	Collects 
Love one another
       John 15:9-17
God, grower of love,

in Christ we abide in the true vine,

and as we abide in the vine,

we grow in your love.

Graft me, prune me, connect me,

so I bear your fruit,

the wine of your love, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)
Loving and eternal God, 

through the resurrection of your Son, 

help us to face the future 

with courage and assurance, 

knowing that nothing in life or death 

can ever part us from your love for us 

in Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Psalm 98      The Lord works miracles
Sing a new song to the Lord!

He has worked miracles,
and with his own powerful arm,
he has won the victory.

The Lord has shown the nations
that he has the power to save
and to bring justice.

God has been faithful in his love for Israel,
and his saving power 

is seen everywhere on earth.

Tell everyone on this earth
to sing happy songs
in praise of the Lord.

Make music for him on harps.
Play beautiful melodies!

Sound the trumpets and horns
and celebrate with joyful songs
for our Lord and King!

Command the ocean to roar
with all of its creatures,
and the earth to shout
with all of its people.

Order the rivers to clap their hands,
and all of the hills to sing together.
Let them worship the Lord!

He is coming to judge everyone on the earth,
and he will be honest and fair.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Mother’s Day

God of love,

who weaves the connections between us,

the shared stories,

the bonds of love,

the power of memory.

We come before you today

to offer you our worship and praise.

God of relationship,

Father, Mother,

Son,

Comforter

God, community of love,

We remember that you have made us                                                                                        to be formed by relationship.

To be child, parent, brother, sister,

lover, spouse, friend.

We thank you for the pleasure and possibilities

of our relationships,

for family,

for our friends,

for each love, for every tenderness

we thank you.

Yet our thankfulness 

does not make us naïve.

It does not take away our experiences of hurt,

nor the awareness of the hurt

we have inflicted on those closest to us.

Forgive us God,

for the hurt we cause,

for harsh words said,

for relationships harmed,

forgive us and help us to forgive.

Hear then the good news,

God hears and heals us.

God shows us mercy

and calls us to be merciful.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.    
© David Poultney (used with permission)
Our Lord and God, on this Mother’s Day 

we pray your blessing on the mothers, 

step-mothers, grandmothers and aunts 
in the church and in our community.
Help them to be good role models

for the children that come under their influence.
We pray particularly for mothers as they face the daily demands 

of children who are growing and changing.

Give them resilience and flexibility.

We pray for those in our land grow up without the love and stability 
offered by a good and loving parents.

Protect and care for them.

We pray for single and solo mothers.

Especially bless, help and strengthen them.

We pray for those who are grieving following the recent loss of a mother.
Give them your comfort and hope.

We pray for the empty-nesters whose children have left home.

Give them good memories of their child-rearing days.
Thank you that we can name you as Parent
and you that care for us all as children.
So we praise you, our Lord and God, this Mother’s Day
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
© Andrew Gamman
A litany for Mother’s Day by Peggy Emerson

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw.


	Communal 

Sharing
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	Get several mothers and grandmothers to share how being a mother (or grandmother) has changed their lives. They could pre-prepare a short talk, or you could get a panel and ask some questions like:
      What is the best thing about being a mum?

      How did your daily routine change when you had your first child?
      What stage has the most challenges – teenager or toddler?

      Is there something your mother/ grandmother taught you that you want to 
      pass on?

At the conclusion present each of your speakers with a chocolate heart or a bouquet of flowers and pray for them.



	Children
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	A couple of ideas from Dr Suess:

1. Horton hears a who (movie 2008 – G)
Read the Horton Hears a who to the children or show the clip from the movie when everyone in Whoville has to shout together to be heard. In our psalm today (Psalm 98.7) the earth and all of its people shout together in praise to the Lord. Get all the children to shout together “Praise the Lord!” Unlike the whos, God can hear us even when we whisper. At any time we can call out to him for help and know that he is listening. 
2. The Lorax (movie 2012 – G)
      Read the story of the Lorax to the children. In a small group you can show the
      pictures, in a large group project them (scan some of the pictures from the
      book or Google images for Lorax). Talk about the importance of everyone 
      looking after nature. Get the children to suggest ideas about how they can 
      help. (Recycling, disposing of rubbish carefully, using less packaging, picking 
      up other people’s rubbish, planting a tree etc)
More resources for children from sermons4kids.com  


	PowerPoint

	Get one of the children in the congregation to make a PowerPoint slide show to go with the reading of Psalm 98. Kids are doing this at school from primary school age and will enjoy choosing pictures and having their slide show screen to the whole church. They often do a better job than the adults too!
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 


Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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