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Sunday 6 November 2011
A story of ten girls
Year A - Pentecost 21 - 65A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Joshua 24.1-3a, 14-25 Joshua leads the way and helps Israel to make an agreement with the Lord at Shechem. “My family and I are going to worship and obey the Lord.”
Psalm 78.1-7  God gave his law to the people of Israel and told them to teach it to each subsequent generation so that they would trust and obey him and remember everything he had done.
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 Paul writes of the Lord’s coming. Those who had faith in Christ before they died will be raised to life to meet him. Next those who are still alive will join them and live with the Lord forever.
Matthew 25.1-13 Jesus tells a story about ten girls waiting for a bridegroom. When his coming was delayed five of the girls were ready and prepared but the other five had insufficient oil for their lamps and were not.  
It is All Saints Sunday today. The following alternative readings are given:
Revelation 7.19.17

Psalm 34.1-10, 22

1 John 3.1-3

Matthew 5.1-12

All Saints Sunday is a day to remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ. It is appropriate to get your congregation to recall the people (“saints” – include those both living and dead) who have contributed to their own faith. These people will typically be their mothers, fathers, grandparents, mentors, Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, or someone quite apart from these people, who have introduced them to faith in Jesus Christ. 

To celebrate this day, you could:

· Lead in a prayer of thanksgiving for those Christians who have paved the way for us and give opportunity for people to say the names out loud of those who are especially significant for them.
· Arrange for some in your congregation to tell about those who brought them to faith or have helped in their faith journey.
· Give opportunity for people to light a candle for those people that they are remembering.
· Have pencils and small strips of paper available for people to write the names of those that they remember. Get them to bring the names up to the front and place them in a bowl.
Follow this link for more Methodist resources for All Saints Day.



	Introduction / Background

	Advent is just around the corner and both of our New Testament readings today have a distinctly “Advent” theme – a theme that will be with us until we enter new church year and the season of Advent on 27 November. Today we continue in the gospel stream, following a series from Matthew. For those planning ahead the rest of the series looks like this:

     Matthew 25.1-13 
- A story of ten girls 

6 November

     Matthew 25.14-30 
- A story about using gifts 
13 November

     Matthew 25.31-46 
- Sheep and goats 

20 November
There are obvious parallels between our reading from the gospel today and the one from Thessalonians. In the epistle, Paul speaks with clarity of the return of Christ, his raising of the dead and the collecting of them, together with his living disciples, to live with him forever.



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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Martin Luther King memorial
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	People Get Ready 
Written by Curtis Mayfield in 1965, this Gospel track is constantly being covered by other musicians. Mayfield originally had a hit with it with The Impressions and they performed it again just a few weeks ago at the dedication of the Martin Luther King Jnr memorial in Washington DC. In 1986 Rod Steward and Jeff Beck charted with their version Watch on YouTube 
Vanilla Fudge recorded a heavier version, then more recently Alicia Keys. 
Read the lyrics.
Some movies with clips of wedding scenes that you could use:

     Barbie as the princess and the pauper (2004 - G)
     Monsoon wedding (2001- M)
     Runaway bride (1999 - PG) final scene


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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	Objects to help remind us to be ready
To set the theme for today, assemble the following items on a table at the front of the church: an alarm clock, mobile phone, calendar, diary, newspaper, fridge magnet, watch, palm pilot, small whiteboard.
Get people to suggest what is the purpose of each of these things?  What do they do? What do they have in common? 

In one way or another they are all objects to help remind you to be ready.
See also the ideas for All Saints Sunday above and the children’s section below. 


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten U2 fans who took their autograph books, pens and cameras and went to see if they could meet the band at their hotel after their Auckland concert. Five of them were not-too-clued-up. But the other five of them were sorted. 

The ones who were not-too-clued-up took their autograph books and their pens and their cameras, but didn’t take any spare pens or spare batteries for their cameras. 

The sorted fans, however, took extra pens and extra batteries for their cameras and even a spare memory stick.
They waited for ages for U2 to appear. They began to wonder if they, in fact, had the right hotel. And they all began to get bored. To pass the time they started doodling in their books and taking photos of each other. 

“Look … this is a photo of me and Brian waiting for U2 outside their hotel in Downtown Auckland”
At midnight someone shouted, “Hey they’re coming! It’s Bono, Larry, Adam and the Edge and they are on their way! Let’s get their autographs!” All the fans leapt up, grabbing their autograph books, pens and cameras. The ones who were not-too-clued-up then realised that their pens had run out of ink from all their doodling and, what’s-more that the batteries for their cameras were now flat. 

They said to the sorted fans; “Can we borrow your pens and have some spare batteries?” 

“No way!” they replied, “We need them, and there just won’t be enough time for us to get autographs and take their photos and then hand them over to you. Go and buy your own from the all-night dairy down the road.” 

So that is what they did. They rushed away, but while they were at the dairy buying what they needed, U2 appeared! 

The five sorted fans were able to get autographs and even have their photos taken with the band! Just as the band was getting into the elevator in the hotel foyer, the other fans arrived, shouting, “Bono! Edge! Can we have your autographs?” But they replied, “Sorry we gotta go now, you’re too late!” 

Therefore, stay alert and be prepared, because you don’t know the day or the hour.

Slightly adapted, that’s a story that Jesus told in our gospel reading today. But what does it mean? We have said before that when we are interpreting parables we need to look at the main point - not all the details.
(Perhaps at this stage you could suggest that everyone has a talk to the person next to them about what it means. Then get feedback. Hopefully there will be some suggestions like ‘Be ready for the coming of Christ’ and ‘Consider our priorities in the light of Christ’s return’)
People love weddings. According to Jesus, the joy of a wedding is a sign of the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ story today introduces us to the marriage customs of a culture and day quite different from our own. In the story the marriage celebration takes place over several days.
Isn’t it interesting that across religions, and cultures, and thousands of years 

there are, and have been, significant ceremonies of commitment whereby a man and a woman are bound together to produce a stable unit for rearing children and form a basic building block for society.  And we, in contemporary Western culture, can today fly in the face of human history, arrogantly declare, “it’s just a bit of paper. Marriage doesn’t mean anything!” Then we puzzle about the disintegration of society. There are some things we should learn from experience!

Anyway, in this Eastern custom, the bride and groom went to the bride’s house for the ceremony. Later the couple, along with a great parade, which may include the whole village, made their way to the newly-weds’ new home. They often took the longest route to ensure that they would receive the good wishes of as many people as possible. When they arrived at their home, their chosen friends were admitted and it was a time of feasting and celebration – often lasting a full week

The bride and groom were treated by their guests as a prince and princess and even addressed as such.
There was often some gamesmanship involved, and the bridegroom would try to catch the wedding party napping, by making his appearance at night time. However, people were not allowed on the streets after dark without a lighted lamp, so there was a need to be prepared. And that’s the setting of Jesus’ story, a setting which was familiar to his listeners.
In a sense we are having a pre-advent service because today’s reading matches the ‘Advent’ theme. Advent means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. It is the time of waiting for the arrival of Christmas – the coming of Jesus to earth when he was born as a baby in Bethlehem 2000 years ago.
Advent covers the four Sundays prior to Christmas, so it begins properly next on Sunday 27 November. Sometimes we sing hymns like “O come, O come Emmanuel.” Emmanuel means ‘God with us’ and we sing this because we believe that Jesus is the Son of God, so his coming was bringing God among us. It’s an exciting time of year when we look forward to the Christian festival of Christmas.
But Advent is not just about remembering Jesus coming as a baby 2000 years ago. In a very real way we experience Christ coming to us now – and this is especially so this time of year. As we make our preparations for Christmas, as we sing and tell the Christmas story, it is not unusual to be overcome with a sense of wonder …and we realise again God’s marvellous plan that he should take our flesh and live among us. And, overwhelmed by a sense of joy, we realise Christ has come to us now. He is with us to prompt, and to guide us and to offer us His peace.
But there is yet another aspect of Advent that is particularly appropriate for our theme today. Advent is also a time when we look forward to the return of Jesus.
Many times Jesus said that he was going to return here to earth. So we have written in Matthew 25.31, When the Son of man comes in his glory with all of his angels, he will sit on his royal throne. The people of all nations will be brought before him. And Christians expect this to happen. It is also what we read in the Apostles’ Creed: “He will come again to judge the living and the dead.” So Advent is also a time when we look forward to Jesus coming a second time. This makes Advent a serious time of year, because when Jesus comes again we will want to be ready. We will want him to find that we have done well at obeying his teaching, the teaching he gave during his life on earth.
“Well,” you might think, “if he said he is coming again, he is taking an awfully long time about it! We hardly need to be expecting him now, 2000 years later!”

Aha!... Now you can see the point of Jesus story! The bridegroom was delayed and some of the bridesmaids with their lamps just weren’t prepared.
Now this story doesn’t actually say what we need to do to be prepared. It does, however, say that we each need to be responsible for ourselves. There are certain things which cannot be borrowed. The bridesmaids found it impossible to borrow oil. We cannot borrow or lean on someone else’s relationship with God.
We must have a commitment to Christ of our own.
It is something we must possess for ourselves. Neither can we borrow good character. It is something with which we must clothe ourselves.
However, we are left to fill in our own personal application. What are we supposed to do to be ready for Christ who comes to us? The stories either side of this one in Matthew give us some clues. The one that follows today’s parable is next week’s story about using gifts. It tells us that…
God expects us to make the best use of the opportunities he gives us.

There is nothing more satisfying than offering our gifts, our abilities, and our opportunities to the God who made us and wants the best for us.

We can add to this the preceding story (Matthew 24.45-51), which is of faithful and unfaithful servants who are put in charge of a household in their Master’s absence. The faithful ones are diligent, and timely, and considerate of the needs of others. They are rewarded on the Master’s return. The unfaithful ones treat others badly, and are undisciplined, and they are punished on the Master’s return.
We are left to conclude that…
God expects us to be diligent and look after the needs of others.

As the season of Advent approaches we are reminded that the bridegroom is coming. So remember the ten bridesmaids and be ready!
· Have a commitment to Christ of your own. You can’t borrow someone else’s.
· Make the best use of the opportunities that God gives you.
· Be diligent and look after the needs of others.


	Illustrations / Stories

	Sign from God?

Some years ago an acquaintance of mine was driving into my hometown of Hastings from the direction of Napier. Just before he reached the showgrounds, and the town’s boundary, his car spun out of control on the wet road. He slid off the highway and came to rest on the grass verge, unscathed but shaken. As he gathered his wits and looked up, directly in front of his car’s bonnet he saw a sign that had been erected by one of the evangelical churches in town. It read,

“Prepare to meet thy God”!
Rhetorical questions that back-fire

The story is told of one preacher holding forth on our gospel text today. Coming to the conclusion of his message he challenged his congregation with the question, “What would you rather do then? Attend a wedding feast in the light with those wise bridesmaids, or spend the night in the dark with the five foolish ones?” A difficult choice for some of the young men in the youth group!


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice
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	Hymns & Songs
All hail the power of Jesus name MHB 91; WOV 159; H&P 252; CMP 13; S1 7
Away with gloom MHB 231; H&P 187
Come down, O love divine MHB 273; WOV 310; H&P 281; CMP 89; S1 71

For all the saints MHB 832; WOV 384; H&P 814; CMP 148; S2 684
Give me oil in my lamp CMP 167
He brought me to his banqueting table CMP 837; S1 152

Here, O my Lord MHB 772; WOV 438; H&P 608; CMP 230
In this familiar place AA 72

I want to be ready (Traditional African- American Spiritual. Sheet music from 
     musicnotes) 
Jesus how lovely you are CMP 361; S1 279

Lo! He comes with clouds descending MHB 264; WOV 201; H&P 241; CMP 141;
     S1 324
O day of God draw nigh WOV 547
O God our help MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S1 905
Sing a song of celebration CMP 930; S1 457
Sing we the king MHB 116; H&P 244; CMP 602
Soon and very soon CMP 605; S1 460
The heavens shall declare CMP 648; S1 480

The Lord will come and not be slow MHB 813; WOV 194; H&P 245
There’s a blessed time that’s coming S1 496

This little light of mine (Traditional - free sheet music)

To get a touch from the Lord SIS 4
We praise our country’s saints HIOS 143

You servants of the Lord MHB 851; WOV 474; H&P 248


	Prayers

	Methodist Conference 2011

Please pray for this annual gathering of our church. Conference meets in Auckland this week from Friday 4 November to Wednesday 9 November. Pray for John Roberts and Olive Amanio Tanielu as they take up the offices of President and Vice-President respectively.
Call to worship





Come and worship the God who comes to us.
Come in the sure knowledge

that as we try to come to him

he will come and meet with us.
© Andrew Gamman
Collect

Lord our God, 
keep us your servants alert and watchful 
as we await the return of Christ your Son, 
so that when he comes and knocks at the door 
he may find us vigilant in prayer, 
with songs of praise on our lips.
We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.

© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



	Children
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	A torch with flat batteries
Tell the story of the ten girls waiting for a bridegroom (Matthew 25.1-13) or read it from a children’s Bible. This story is all about being prepared. 
(If you have Scouts or Girl Guides in your group they will know that their motto is “Be Prepared”. They might like to talk about what things they do to be prepared if they are going to a camp.)
The girls in Jesus’ story had lamps that burnt oil so that they could see at night. We don’t have lamps like that today. What do we use if we want to see when we go outside on a dark night? 

A torch. 

I have one here. Would someone like to turn it on. It only shines very dimly because the batteries are flat. You wouldn’t want to go camping with this torch. If you had to check your tent pegs in the middle of the night you may find yourself in total darkness. A good Scout or Guide would be prepared by having fresh batteries.
Likewise Jesus says that we should be prepared for his return. We can be prepared by doing the things he wants us to do like trusting in him and helping others.



	Science and 

Faith
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	Because of the on-going demand, Mission Resourcing has obtained extra copies of the “Test of Faith” DVDs and study books, put out by the Faraday Institute. These are available for free loan to use with a group in your church. The DVD has three half-hour presentations and the study book has suggested group discussion questions.

     Part 1   Are science and Christianity in conflict?

     Part 2   What does ‘creation’ mean?

     Part 3   Are humans no more than biological machines?

(There are also three supplementary studies which some groups have used) Request a DVD and a study book for the group leader from: nehu@missionresourcing.org.nz. 


	PowerPoint
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	Depending on your emphasis you could Google images for:

· 10 virgins parable

· wedding feast
· sunrise.

Biblicalart.com has a selection of images on today’s gospel text.
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© 10 minutes on a Tuesday is a Refresh Resource. Unless otherwise acknowledged all material is prepared by Andrew Gamman. While every effort has been made to acknowledge source material, if you believe unacknowledged work has been quoted, contact the email address below to request that it be acknowledged or removed. Material included here may be freely used and reproduced for the immediate purpose of worship. Permission must be sought to republish in any form, or to reproduce for commercial gain. If you wish to share the content with others you may do so by linking through the NZ Methodist website. For more information on this and other resources, contact andrew@missionresourcing.org.nz or 09 525 4179 (w) 
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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