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Sunday 6 March 2011
Transfiguration
Year A - Transfiguration - 17A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
Ctrl+Click to follow links
	The lectionary readings this week are all closely related and speak of the glory of God being revealed: 

Exodus 24.12-18 Moses goes to the mountain top and meets with the Lord who appears like a blazing fire.
Psalm 99 At the sacred mountain the people of God worship him as king.
2 Peter 1.16-21 Peter testifies, “We were there with Jesus on the holy mountain and heard this voice speak from heaven.”
Matthew 17.1-9 Jesus takes Peter, James and John to a mountain top. There Jesus was changed and his glory is revealed to them.


	Introduction / Background
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	This Sunday we move from the Sermon on the Mount to the Mount of Transfiguration. Next Sunday will be the first in the season of Lent. A suggested outreach-orientated services plan to use through the Lenten season can be found on the Refresh pages of the Methodist website. 
We come today to one of the strangest stories in the gospel. It follows on from that incident when Peter had his eyes opened to who Jesus really was. He declared “You’re the Christ, the Messiah. The Son of the Living God.” And Jesus responded by making it plain to his disciples that he was going to give himself into the hands of the religious leaders, that he would suffer, and be killed, but on the third day he would be raised up alive.

In today’s reading it is six days later. Jesus has taken Peter, James and John with him and they have climbed high up Mt Hermon. Then, before their eyes, Jesus’ appearance completely changed. It was as though sunlight poured from his face and his clothes were as bright as a flash of lightning. The great Jewish leaders of history, Moses and Elijah, appeared with Jesus and they were deep in conversation with him. Peter, sometimes lacking wisdom, but apparently never lacking words, broke into their conversation. “This is a great moment!” he said, “What say I build three tents, one for each of you?”
The gospel writers indicate that Peter is doing some nervous rambling here – but his suggestion is not completely “out there”. You may recall that, when the Israelites were in the desert, a tent was built to worship God. Maybe he is thinking some similar structures would be appropriate now. Anyway, while Peter was still talking, a bright cloud enveloped them all. From deep in the cloud a voice said, “This is my beloved Son, and I am pleased with him. Listen to what he says!”

When the disciples heard the voice they fell flat on their faces, scared to death. But Jesus came over, touched them and said, “Get up. Don’t be afraid.” When they opened their eyes and looked around they found only Jesus there. The vision had passed.

Jesus swore them to secrecy about the whole episode until after his resurrection, but coming down from the mountain they were full of questions, particularly about Moses and Elijah. They asked, “Why do the religious teachers say that Elijah must return before the Messiah comes?”

Jesus answered, “Elijah has already come, and they treated him like dirt – the same way they are about to treat the Son of Man.”

The disciples understood then that Jesus was referring to John the Baptist as Elijah returning (see Matthew 17.1-13 - The Message).


	Broader / Personal

Preparation
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	The Shrek movies illustrate the concept of transfiguration (see below).
Shrek (2001). This is the first, and best, of the Shrek movies. In this film a princess is transformed into an ogre – and that’s not a bad thing! Directed by a kiwi, Andrew Adamson, and starring Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy and Cameron Diaz. Won an Oscar for best animated feature.
Shrek 2 (2004). The same gang, with Julie Andrews and John Cleese added, continue the story. Nominated for an Oscar.
Shrek the Third (2007). A new director. Eric Idle and Justin Timberlake add their voices, but that doesn’t prevent this one from being the weakest of the series. Tired. Not nominated for an Oscar.
Shrek Forever After (2010). Another new director and this one rounds off the series on a more positive note. Not nominated for an Oscar.


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	Raphael’s Transfiguration – Art reflection
Set up “stations” around your church and allow 10 minutes for this activity. The number you set up will depend on the size of your congregation. At each station you will need:

· the instructions below printed out in large type, 

· paper to draw on

· felt pens 
· prints of Raphael’s depiction of the Transfiguration as well as the same event as depicted by some other artists. 
Follow the link to this ask.com article  which includes several paintings and some interesting background information. (Alternatively, you could project these and lead a guided meditation)

Read from the Bible

Six days later Jesus took Peter and the brothers James and John with him. They went up on a very high mountain where they could be alone. There in front of the disciples, Jesus was completely changed. His face was shining like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

All at once Moses and Elijah were there talking with Jesus. So Peter said to him, "Lord, it is good for us to be here! Let us make three shelters, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 

While Peter was still speaking, the shadow of a bright cloud passed over them. From the cloud a voice said, "This is my own dear Son, and I am pleased with him. Listen to what he says!" When the disciples heard the voice, they were so afraid that they fell flat on the ground. But Jesus came over and touched them. He said, "Get up and don't be afraid!" When they opened their eyes, they saw only Jesus. 

On their way down from the mountain, Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone what they had seen until after the Son of Man had been raised from death.  Matthew 17.1-9 CEV
Stop and Think

Compare Raphael’s depiction of the Transfiguration with the others. This is said to be the last picture that Raphael ever painted. What does Raphael include in his that the others don’t? Apart from the glow around Jesus, where else does Raphael have the glory of the transfiguration shine? How does the top half of the painting contrast with the bottom half? 

Is it true that God’s glory can be revealed in the common struggle of ordinary people? What does that mean for me?
Doodle

Take a felt pen and draw a doodle of a situation in which you are currently involved in which you would like the glory of God to shine. Take it with you.

Pray

Lord, let your glory be revealed in my struggles in ways that are relevant and real.

Amen



	Preaching thoughts and Questions
	What does this account of the transfiguration mean? I have heard it preached that the transfiguration was a taste of heaven for the disciples. I have read that it prefigures the resurrection, or that it prefigures the second coming of Christ. But none of these ideas gel for me, nor can I see in them any practical relevance for us that might make the basis of a good sermon.

So I had started to do a word-study on the word transfigure. There is a background to the word in classical Latin literature. Lucius Apuleius writes himself into a kind of autobiographical fantasy in which he is searching for human consciousness. And (according to the Dictionary of New Testament Theology) this word transfigure is used when he is transformed into an ass. From this unique vantage point he is able to make observations about human behaviour. He is eventually returned to human form by the power of the goddess Isis. So we have here the idea of being transformed from one form to another; in this case from a person to an ass and back again.

It’s the same concept that is current in the popular “Shrek” movies as we see the princess transformed into an ogre, or the donkey transformed into a magnificent stallion.
In the gospel accounts of the transfiguration we see Jesus transformed into glorious brightness. The disciples are grappling to come to grips with what he has told them of the suffering that is ahead for him. And then in the transfiguration he appears, momentarily, as a divine presence. And he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, as though to give witness that he is the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. No more will they doubt him, they know who he is. He is the Son of God.
We also have those moments, when we have seen Jesus for who he really is; not just a man, but the transcendent Son of God. We need to hang on to these moments, and draw strength from them when the going is tough. Maybe the time that you felt the transcendent Son of God near was:

when you were confirmed, 

or in a crisis, 
or when receiving communion,
or in some remote spot on a beach or mountain, 

or celebrating with friends, 

or here in church.
But there are two other uses of this word transfigure in Scripture. And the exciting thing is that both of them apply to us. Paul writes to the Romans, “Don’t be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” (Romans 12.2) Paul is talking about a change in form that can take place in a Christian’s life. As we offer ourselves to God he can totally transform us from having a self-centred life to a Christ-centred life. The very centre of our being becomes different.
The other passage that uses this word transfigure is 2 Corinthians 3.18. Again it is Paul who is writing, this time about us being “transformed from one degree of glory to another” as we contemplate “the glory of the Lord”. The word used is literally “metamorphosis” – a total change in form – to be changed from the inside to the out, like a caterpillar to a butterfly. And it is used in the passive sense. It is not us that do the changing but God who transforms us as we open ourselves to his will. Transfiguration means that the appearance of the familiar is changed so that a reality previously unexpected is revealed. Transfiguration speaks of change. Not just the change in the appearance of the Christ, but his glory coming and changing familiar situations. By God’s grace it speaks of radical change that is possible in you and me: renewing our minds and causing us to reflect his glory. 

And, if on Mt Hermon, the shining presence of God was seen, so also the voice of God was heard, “This is my beloved Son. I am pleased with him.” The same voice said the same thing at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry when he was baptised (Matthew 3.17) Why the repetition? Well, Jesus’ baptism was followed by his temptation. At the temptation of Jesus the first two tests of Jesus are preceded by the phrase ‘If you are God’s Son…’ This was the very thing of which the Father’s voice had just assured him. The transfiguration was necessary for the disciples, so they knew who Jesus was, but it was also necessary for Jesus. Now that Jesus had a clear picture of the cross and the suffering that was before him, he needed the reassurance again that he was God’s Son, and he was in the will of the Father. For on the cross, the tempter’s voice came again, “If you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from the cross” (Matthew 27.40). The niggling voice of the tempter wants to put some doubt in Jesus’ mind, “If you are the Son of God…” 

When difficulties and trials come to you and me, as they surely will, like Jesus we must be sure of this first of all: That we are sons and daughters of the God Most High. That is who we are! Of all the roles we may fill in this world the most important is being a child of God. I’m a father, a son, a husband, a minister, and a fisherman, but most important of all I am a child of God. I don’t deserve to be, but I am. It is an inheritance that is mine by grace. To live as the community of God’s people in this world we must know for a certainty that we are sons and daughters of God. To face the trials and testing that are common to us all; to face the difficulties and suffering that are common to us all, we need to hear the voice and to know that we are sons and daughters of the Living God. Listen to the voice from heaven as it comes to us through the apostle John… “Those who accept Jesus, who put their faith in him, he gives the right to become God’s children” (John 1.12).


	Illustrations / Stories

	“An elderly man’s sons and daughters frequently lost patience with their widowed father. He lived with seemingly needless privation, wearing clothes until they were almost thread bare, denying himself comforts and pleasures his family thought should be his. After his death his checkbook told the full story: help on education costs for a fatherless family, generous commitment to the Boston City Missionary Society, a small trust for his grandchildren, and on and on. The checkbook transfigured the familiar picture of a man either indifferent to himself or close-fisted towards others into a reality of an altogether different sort. Between Caesarea Philippi and Calvary such a transfiguration occurred for the disciples. The familiar in Jesus their Master was given a glory that transformed their realization of everything they had known but not understood…
“Throughout the country a picture was published in newspapers of Martin Luther King being roughly hustled by the seat of his pants into a police van. To many it seemed to be a familiar scene of an agitator arrested for disturbing law and order. 
But the familiar was transfigured into a glory when we heard King’s vision, ‘I have a dream…’ and were given his report from the summit ‘I have been to the top of the mountain. I have seen the promised land.’ Then some of us knew once again how slow of heart we had been to believe, how clouded our vision that we had missed the glory in the familiar. The whole of life, both behind and ahead of that moment in Memphis, was transfigured for King and for us who saw the glory within a man suffering for his people that all of us might be ‘free at last.’”
Robert E Luccock, Preaching through Matthew (Nashville: Abingdon, 1980) p151-153


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
Ascribe greatness SIS 461; CMP 40; S1 25

Be still for the presence of the Lord CMP 50; S1 47

Christ whose glory fills the skies MHB 924; WOV 140; H&P 457; CMP 79

Crown him with many crowns MHB 271; WOV 163; H&P 255; CMP 109; S1 77

Exalt the Lord our God SIS 234; CMP 124

Great ring of light  AA 57
Here I stand among God’s people HIOS 55
Holy, holy, holy MHB 36; WOV 65; H&P 7; CMP 237; S1 176
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord CMP 239

How good Lord to be here WOV 390; H&P 156
How lovely on the mountains SIS 201; CMP 249; S1 189

I will give thanks to you SIS 396; CMP 308; S2 817
Lift Jesus higher SIS 119; CMP 416

Light of the world S3 1406

Lord the light of your love SIS 580; CMP 445; S1 335
Open our eyes Lord SIS 390; CMP 915; S3 1468
Open the eyes of my heart S2 926

See his glory CMP 925; S1 446
The Lord is king lift up your voice WOV 64; H&P 58; CMP 656
When morning gilds the skies MHB 113; WOV 151; H&P 276; CMP 756; S2 1054


	Prayers

	Collects
God of life and light,

your Son was revealed in majesty

before he suffered death on the cross.

Give us the grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to follow him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
Lord God, 
whose glory shines upon us 

in the face of Jesus Christ, 

and whose nature is made known to us 

in the mystery of the cross: 

number us, we pray

among his faithful followers 

for whom nothing matters 

but doing your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
A prayer of praise

Our Lord, you are King! 

   You rule from your throne 

   above the winged creatures, 
   as people tremble 

   and the earth shakes. 
You tower in splendour, 

   and you control all nations. 

   Only you are God! 

   And your power alone, 

   so great and fearsome, 

   is worthy of praise. 
 You are our mighty King,  
   a lover of fairness, 

   who sees that justice is done.
Our Lord and our God, 

   we praise you 

   and kneel down to worship you, 

   the God of holiness! 

Our Lord and our God, 

   you answer our prayers 

   and forgive our sins.

We praise you, Lord God, 

   and we worship you 

   at your sacred mountain. 

   Only you are God!

Based on Psalm 99



	Children
Ctrl+Click to   

follow links

	Chrysalis to butterfly
See if you can get a branch of a swan plant, complete with a monarch butterfly chrysalis. Bring it along to show the children. Ask if anyone can tell you about the life-cycle of a butterfly – the transformation from egg to chrysalis to butterfly. Has anyone seen this happen? Get them to describe it – or talk it through yourself.  If you have computer access you could down-load a video and Watch on Youtube. Alternatively you could view stills on the web or print them off and bring them along.

Ask, “Does anyone know what this process of change is called?” – it is called metamorphosis. Which is really a word from another language – the Greek language. It is a word that is used in the Bible, and it is usually translated into the English word “changed”. Today is Transfiguration Sunday and in church we will read the story of the day when Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain and, in front of these disciples, Jesus was completely changed. His face was shining like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Peter, James and John knew then that Jesus had come from God.
But the Bible says that we can also be changed. Some people say that people don’t change – that a bad person will always be bad. But the good news is that God can change us from the inside to the outside, just like chrysalis changes to a beautiful butterfly. He forgives us when we make mistakes and he can change us to make us better people. Nobody is out of reach of the love and changing power of God.



	PowerPoint
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	Google images for butterflies
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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