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Sunday 6 February 2011
Waitangi Day/ Covenant Sunday
Year A - Epiphany 5 - 13A
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings for Covenant Sunday

Jeremiah 31.31-33 This prophecy of Jeremiah tells of a day when God will make a new agreement with his people. His law will be written, not in stone, but on people’s hearts.
Psalm 25.4-15 David’s prayer for guidance and protection in which he extols the Lord’s kindness to those who keep their agreement with him.

Romans 12.1-2 Paul pleas with Christians to allow God to transform their thoughts so that they are distinct from other people. “…offer your bodies to him as a living sacrifice…” 
John 15.1-8 Jesus is the true vine and we are the branches. We produce fruit by staying joined to him.
Alternative readings for Epiphany 5
Isaiah 58.1-12
Psalm 112.1-10
1 Corinthians 2.1-16
Matthew 5.13-20
Alternative Readings for Waitangi Day

Deuteronomy 10.12-21
Psalm 144.9-15
1 Corinthians 1.26-31
Matthew 6.19-24
 

	Introduction / Background


	This year Waitangi Day falls on a Sunday and I have included in this rather longer  “10 minutes” special resources for both Waitangi Day and Covenant Sunday. The basic order for a Covenant Service below comes from the Faith and Order Committee. I am grateful to Norman Brookes, Michael Greer and Alan K Webster for supplying some alternative and additional material and to Diana Tana for providing material especially for Waitangi Day.
As Michael Greer puts it, “Most characteristic of things ‘Methodist’ is the Covenant Service. It originated in one of the early London Societies of Methodists when John Wesley used words of commitment which Richard Alleine, a Puritan, had suggested that every Christian should make with their Lord. As the revival gathered in momentum, all over England, Wales and Ireland, Methodist people began to adopt the Covenant for themselves.   Today it has become an institution in the liturgies of the Church throughout the world and is often used in the early part of each year. Nothing more clearly expresses both the personal nature of the Christian faith and the social demands of the gospel… The Covenant Service is a service in which we renew our commitment to God, to each other and to ministry and mission in the year ahead.”


	Suggested

order for 

Covenant

Service
	STAND 
Leader:  Let us worship God

               who has established an everlasting covenant

               and calls us through Jesus Christ to be a faithful people.
People: We are here to make our response to God.
Hymn     Lord for the years (CMP 428; S1 327)
SIT
Leader:  Let us adore the God of love:
People: You created us, O God;

              you continually preserve and sustain us;
              you love us with an everlasting love;

              through the light of Christ

              you have given us the knowledge of your glory.

              We praise you; we acknowledge you to be the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks for the grace of our Saviour Jesus Christ;
People: Though you were rich,

              yet for our sake you became poor.

              You were tempted at all points as we are

              yet without sin.

              You went about doing good

              and preaching the gospel of the kingdom.

              You were obedient to the point of death,

              even death on the cross;

              you were dead, yet are alive for ever;

              you have opened the kingdom of heaven

              to all who trust in you.

              You sit at the right hand of God;

              you will come again to be our judge;

              you, O Christ, are the king of glory.
Leader: Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
People: You are the giver of life;

              by you we are born into the family of God

              and made members of the body of Christ.

              Your witness confirms us;

              your wisdom teaches us;

              your power enables us.

              You will do far more for us than we ask or think.

              All praise to you, O Holy Spirit.
SILENCE
Leader: Let us make our confession to God: 
              Merciful God, in Christ you have shown us the way of life. 
              We confess with shame our slowness to learn, 
              our failure to follow, our reluctance to bear the cross.
All:        Have mercy on us and forgive us.
Leader: We confess that too often we have impoverished the life of the church 
              by the half-heartedness of our worship, 
              our neglect of fellowship and the means of grace, 
              our hesitating witness for Christ, 
              our evasion of responsibilities in your service, 
              our imperfect stewardship of your gifts.
All:        Have mercy on us and forgive us.
Leader: We confess that too little of your love has reached others through us.     

              Often we have been hasty in our judgments,

              grudging in forgiveness, slow in reconciliation, 
              unwilling to help our neighbour.
All:        Have mercy on us and forgive us.
Leader: Let each of us in silence make our own confession to God.
SILENCE
Leader: Make us pure in heart, O God;
People: breathe into us a new and faithful spirit.
Leader: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive 

              our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
              Therefore I declare to you, we are forgiven.
All:        Thanks be to God.
The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come;

your will be done on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory

are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Or in Maori…

E to matou Matua i te rangi,
Kia tapu tou ingoa.
Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga.
Kia meatia tau e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,
kia rite ano ki to te rangi.
Homai ki a matou aianei he taro ma matou mo tenei ra.
Murua o matou hara, me matou hoki e muru nei
i o te hunga e hara ana ki a matou.
Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whakawaia;
engari whakaorangia matou i te kino.
Nou hoki te rangatiratanga,
te kaha, me te kororia, ake, ake, ake. Amine.

Ministry of the Word

First Reading:       Jeremiah 31:31-34

Second Reading: John 15:1-8

Sermon
Prayers of intercession
The Covenant
Leader: In covenant God chose Israel to be a servant people.

              Through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,

              God has declared the covenant to be with all who trust in Christ.

              We stand within this covenant and we bear Christ's name.

              On one hand, God promises to give us new life in Christ:

              on the other, we pledge to live not for ourselves but for God.

              Today we meet, as generations before us have met,

              to renew the covenant which bound them

              and which now binds us to God.
Hymn    Come let us use the grace divine MHB 749; H&P 649
SIT
Leader: Let us claim this covenant for ourselves and take again the yoke of Christ
              upon us. 
              To take this yoke upon us means that we are willing for Christ to appoint  

              us our place and work, 
              and for Christ alone to be our reward.
All:        Christ has many services to be done:
              some are easy, others are difficult;

              some bring honour, others bring reproach;

              some are suited to our natural inclinations

              and material interests, others are contrary to both;

              in some we may please Christ and please ourselves;

              in others we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.

              Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ who 
              strengthens us.
STAND
Leader: Loving and holy God, 
              with joy we take upon ourselves the yoke of obedience
              and for love of you commit ourselves to seek and do your perfect will.

              We are no longer our own, but yours.
All:        I am no longer my own but yours.

              Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
              wherever you may place me,

              in all that I do and in all that I may endure;

              when there is work for me and when there is none;

              when I am troubled and when I am at peace.

              Your will be done when I am valued

              and when I am disregarded;

              when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;

              when I have all things, and when l have nothing,

              I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you,

              as and where you choose.

              Glorious and blessed God

              Father, Son and Holy Spirit

              you are mine and I am yours.

              May it be so forever.

              Let this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in heaven. Amen
The Methodist worship book              © 2000 Faith and Order Committee
Offering

Leader: Holy God, with confidence we come to you and bring you what is yours

All:        Accept us and these gifts for your service and glory. Amen
Hymn    Lord of creation to you be all praise (WOV 557; H&P 699; CMP 440)
Holy Communion


	Creativity /

Visual Aids
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	You could commence your Waitangi Day service by playing a pre-recorded waiata. Many CDs are available. If you don’t have access to one The Salvation Army Waiata CD can be purchased for $10. 
Alan K Webster has arranged a Covenant Service liturgy on PowerPoint. Request this file from wendyk@methodist.org.nz


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
Ctrl+Click to follow link
	John Wesley was keen to encourage those in the new Methodist Movement to make their own “covenant” with God and to renew it periodically. The idea of an actual “Covenant Service” originated with a service that he conducted in a French church in Spitalfields, East London. He had borrowed the church for the occasion as its size was sufficient for the large number of people seeking to attend. His journal contains this recollection of the event:

"I mentioned to the congregation another means of increasing serious religion which had been frequently practiced by our forefathers, namely, the joining in a covenant to serve God with all our heart and with all our soul. I explained this for several mornings, and on Friday, many of us kept a fast to the Lord, beseeching him to give us wisdom and strength, to make a promise unto the Lord our God and keep it. 

"On Monday...I explained once more the nature of such an engagement and the manner of doing it acceptably to God. 

"At six in the evening we met for that purpose. After I had recited the tenor of the covenant proposed, all those who desired to give testimony of their entrance into this covenant stood up, to the number of about 1,800 persons. Such a night I scarce ever saw before. Surely the fruit of it shall remain forever."

So, what exactly is a Covenant?

It’s not a word we use much these days. 
· You come across it a bit if you are in the property market. Buyer beware if your property has a covenant over it. It may restrict the type of building that you can build on your land or (especially you have a cross-leased section) the footprint of your building and even the colour you wish to paint or repaint it. 

· The word also comes up in our order of service for Holy Communion when the officiating minister quotes Jesus saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” (Although, I tend to follow the newer translations and replace “covenant” with the word “agreement.”) 

· Recently the word has been used of the new understanding reached between Anglicans and Methodists in New Zealand marked by the public signing in 2009 of the Anglican Methodist Covenant.  

· In the old days they used to talk about a “marriage covenant”, and perhaps marriage is a good picture of what we are doing today. For today, as in a marriage service, we seek to make a solemn and mutually binding agreement. Also, as in a Christian marriage, this agreement is made in the context of a deep love and is founded in a commitment to the other party rather than in the desire for selfish fulfilment. 

So, when we talk of a covenant between God and ourselves, it is all about agreement and relationship. However, it is not just about our relationship with God, for the nature of our salvation is a call into relationship with God and with others. Our covenant with God is an agreement involving relationship and obligation but we realise that it is between unequal partners.
In our day commitment comes hard. We prefer to keep our options open. People like to think that a better job, or a better partner, or a better place to live may be just around the corner! So, in our present social context, a commitment to surrender our will to God by saying, as we do this morning, “I am no longer my own but yours. Your will, not mine, be done in all things” is no light thing. This is something to be considered well and taken seriously. Such a commitment parallels Paul’s appeal to us, from our Romans reading today, to present ourselves as “a living sacrifice” to God. It sounds tough, but the idea is basic to following the Christian Way. On God’s side of the agreement is the wonderful promise that as we abide in Christ we will grow and be fruitful. God’s grace and love will be at work in us transforming us. Jesus speaks about this in our gospel reading today when he uses the metaphor of the vine and the branches.
It may be that there are some present here who have never before said to God, “I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you.” Such a prayer is the first step in being a follower of Jesus. In Christian jargon, it is making Jesus “Lord” or the boss of your life. For all of us though, we need to repeat this covenant commitment from time to time. From the time of that first moment, when we offer the Lord control over everything, a quiet revolution takes place and we gradually take back the control into our own hands. So, in John Wesley’s wisdom, he established this regular Covenant Service in which we can remind ourselves of the commitment that we have made and regularly renew our openness to God’s rule. 


	Illustrations / Stories

	Marriage renewal
A service of renewal of marriage vows has a very similar feel about it to our Covenant Service today. I witnessed one recently in the context of a Sunday morning worship service. The couple renewing their vows were celebrating their golden wedding anniversary. The officiating minister asked all the couples present in the church to hold hands with each other. As the elderly couple declared again their vows he encouraged all the couples to join the act of renewal.
I had the privilege to officiate such a service myself while overseas on one occasion. An extended family came together in a picturesque setting in a public park. The couple had experienced a significant renewal in their Christian faith since the time that they were married and it seemed to them appropriate to renew their marriage vows before God. For the whole extended family it was a happy and formal occasion, just like a wedding service. 

A solemn vow

“Will you swear to be my friend forever and ever?” demanded Anne eagerly.
Diana looked shocked.

“Why, it’s dreadfully wicked to swear,” she said rebukingly.

“Oh no, not my kind of swearing. There are two kinds you know.”

“I never heard of but one kind,” said Diana doubtfully.

“There really is another. Oh, it isn’t wicked at all. It just means vowing and promising solemnly.” 

“Well, I don’t mind doing that,” agreed Diana, relieved. “How do you do it?”

“We must join hands – so,” said Anne gravely. “It ought to be over running water. We’ll just imagine this path is running water. I’ll repeat the oath first. I solemnly swear to be faithful to my bosom friend, Diana Barry, as long as the sun and moon shall endure. Now you say it and put my name in.”

Diana repeated the “oath” with a laugh fore and aft.
From Anne of Green Gables      LM Montgomery
Commitment and community
It was 1970 and I was 17 years old when, with a group of friends, I travelled up the Whanganui River Road to visit James K Baxter’s community in Jerusalem. Like many of our generation we were disillusioned with the wider society and believed that an open and loving community could offer a better alternative to the harsh realities of the prevalent materialism. 
However, Baxter was absent when we arrived - as apparently was the case most of the time. My memory of what we found was a shambolic situation where the young residents were as unwelcoming as they were despairing. Baxter’s generosity in accepting the troubled, drug addicted and homeless was to be applauded, but he made no demands of them. For some, especially in his absence, it became a haven where there was free rent, with no lifestyle change or requirement to do anything. As an alternative community it could not be sustained. It disintegrated the following year. 
The wisdom of the neighbouring Sisters of Compassion and their enduring community demonstrated that real community requires and element of commitment. (This is a lesson also for every church, for the church is in essence a committed community called into the purposes of God.) Learning from this, Baxter did seek, unsuccessfully, to re-establish community in a more restricted way at Jerusalem in the year of his death (1972). 


	Music

AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa

CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song
WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice

	Hymns & Songs
A new commandment WOV 571; SIS 12; CMP 1; S1 23
A pinch of salt HIOS 1
Come let us use the grace divine MHB 749; H&P 649
Come pursue a mission journey WHV 31

E te Ariki AA 30

E te Atua, kua ruia nei WOV 650

Father, I thank you SIS 269

Father, we thank you H&P 561

Glory to God FFS 23

Jesus, united by your grace MHB 721; WOV 365; H&P 773
Lord of creation to you be all praise WOV 557; H&P 699; CMP 440
Lord for the years CMP 428; S1 327
Love is your way HIOS 95
Ma te marie a te Atua WOV 679

O God, our help in ages past  MHB 878; WOV 46; H&P 358; CMP 498; S2 905
O thou who camest from above MHB 386; WOV 486; H&P 745; CMP 525; S1 416
Tama ngakau marie AA 128

There is a redeemer SIS 644; CMP 673; S1 492
These hills FFS 63


	Prayers

	Call to Worship



Minister

In the midst of God’s creation
People

Let us respond with praise
Minister

In the light of Christ’s example
People

Let us take up our cross and follow  
Minister

In the power of the Spirit of God 
People

Let us respond with joyful service
Minister

Today as we renew our covenant 
People

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Michael Greer (adapted)

Waitangi day Opening Sentences

Whakamoemititia a Ihowa. Whakamoemititia, e nga pononga a Ihowa, Whakamoemititia te ingoa o Ihowa.

(Praise the Lord. You servants of the Lord, praise his name.)

Kia whakapaingia te ingoa o Ihowa aianei a ake, ake.

(May his name be praised, now and forever.)

Collect 
God of grace, 

through the mediation of your Son, 

you call us into a new covenant. 

Help us therefore to draw near with faith 

and join ourselves in a perpetual covenant with you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Methodist worship book

Covenant Service Prayer
Minister
O Lord our God, through Jesus Christ you have called us to share in Covenant, Sacrament, and Service together.   Through his life, death, and resurrection you have brought us both young and old into your Church.  Today, at this Covenant Service, we are grateful for your promise to lead us, to teach us, to challenge us, to love us.

People
Help us to give all - children, youth, adults  - an honoured place in this, your church family.   Help us to be honest with each other.   Help us to be sensitive to one another’s needs and gifts. May we learn from each other and serve you faithfully in the wider community in which you have placed us.  Equip us to bring healing in this often broken and hurting world.    

Minister    This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Michael Greer (adapted)

Psalm 25 (selection)

I offer you my heart, Lord God, 

    and I trust you. 

Show me your paths 

   and teach me to follow; 
guide me by your truth 

   and instruct me. 

You keep me safe, 

   and I always trust you. 

Please, Lord, remember, 

   you have always been patient and kind. 

You are honest and merciful, 

   and you teach sinners how to follow your path. 

You lead humble people 

   to do what is right and to stay on your path. 

In everything you do, you are kind and faithful 

    to everyone who keeps our agreement with you.

Be true to your name, Lord, 

   by forgiving each one of my terrible sins. 

You will show the right path 

   to all who worship you. 

Our Lord, you are the friend of your worshipers, 

   and you make an agreement with all of us. 

 I come to you for shelter. 

   Protect me, keep me safe, and don't disappoint me. 

I obey you with all my heart, 

   and I trust you, knowing that you will save me. 

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Based on Matthew 5.13

The empire sent me an invitation.

I was a guest at its feast.

I ate gourmet delights.

I drank cellared wines.

I adored the cuisine menu.

There was pepper but no salt.

Sustaining God,

You entrust me to enrich your world.

You entrust me to flavour your world.

You entrust me to sustain your world.

Engage me with your name,

Thou of the creation,

to be bread for life, Amen.
© John Howell (Used with permission)


	Children
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	In the Anne of Green Gables movie, (1985) starring Megan Follows as Anne, cue the clip when Anne and Diana make a solemn vow. 
After playing the clip, ask if anyone has made a promise to do something. 
How did it work out? 

Does God promise to do anything for us? You could make a list of some Bible promises and their conditions. eg
Proverbs 3.6  Always let him lead you, and he will clear the road for you to follow.

Isaiah 26.3     The Lord gives perfect peace to those whose faith is firm. 

John 3.16       God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only 
                       Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and 
                       never really die.
Romans 8.39  Nothing in all creation can separate us from God's love for us in
                       Christ Jesus our Lord!
Should we promise to do anything for God? 
Often in the Bible there is an agreement when God promises to do something for his people and they make promises to him. 
We call these agreements “covenants.” 
There are agreements with: Noah, Abraham, Moses, King David and then a new agreement was made with the coming of Jesus. 

Today’s service reminds us of the new agreement where God promises that we can be forgiven and a part of his family and we promise to serve him and do those things that please him.


	PowerPoint

	Waitangi Day - Google images for “signing of the Treaty of Waitangi”
Covenant Service – symbols of the biblical covenants 
ie     Rainbow – Noah

        Stone tablets – Moses

        Bread & wine – New Covenant
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