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Sunday 4 December 2011
The Lord is coming!

Year B - Advent 2 - 02B
	The Mission of the Methodist Church of New Zealand
	Our Church’s mission in Aotearoa / New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim the transforming love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our nation on the basis of a power-sharing partnership and will guide how we undertake mission.
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	Readings
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	Isaiah 40.1-11
 The people of Israel are to be released from their captivity. The way is to be prepared for the Lord to come to rule the earth. He will gather together his people and care for them.
Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13  A prayer for peace. Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.
2 Peter 3.8-15a Peter tells of the day of the Lord’s return when a new heaven and a new earth are promised.
Mark 1.1-8 John the Baptiser fulfils the prophecy of Isaiah by calling people to repentance and baptism to get them ready for the coming of the Lord. 
Pray for Peace  Advent resources from World Methodist Council 

Christian World Service has a comprehensive a range of Advent resources available both on-line (MS Word and PDF) and in a resource pack that includes a CD. The CWS Christmas Appeal theme for 2011 is “Share the Care”



	Introduction / Background
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	This second Sunday of Advent we continue to follow in the stream from Isaiah. The beginning of chapter 40 brings us to the second part of the book of Isaiah and represents a shift in focus. The emphasis is now on the release of the Israelites from their Babylonian captivity, their restoration, God’s judgement and the establishment his rule. The first few verses of the chapter are rich in metaphor. We find:
· A highway in the desert

· Grass that withers and flowers that fall

· A kind and caring shepherd

All of these pictures point to the need for preparation for the Lord’s appearing. The Lord is coming!
If you decide to follow the ideas suggested in the preaching thoughts below you should include a prayer of confession in the service. In addition it would be wise to offer personal prayer to any requiring this following the service.
You can find Advent information and Nativity Plays  in the Refresh section of the New Zealand Methodist website. New resources include:

· Two options for a Nativity Play and service written by Melanie Coster. 
· Another new Nativity Play with a creative approach by Joy Kingsley-Aitken 
You’ll also find the three plays that were posted last year – altogether, a great choice.

This year’s series plan is as follows:

27 November
Rip the heavens apart! Come!  Isaiah 64.1-9

Advent 1              

4  December
The Lord is coming!                  Isaiah 40.1-11
Advent 2              

11 December
Christmas joy & peace  
  1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 Advent 3              
18  December
Nothing is impossible for God! Luke 1.26-38 
Advent 4              
25  December
Jesus is born       

  Luke 2.1-20 

Christmas      
The “10 minutes” themes for each week of Advent are chosen with outreach in mind.  You will see that a number of people have written Advent and Christmas resources and made them available for us. Each is acknowledged at the foot of their work and I am grateful for their generosity in making their work available to us. Each week we will include:

· A New Zealand Christmas Carol to supplement the ones you’ll find in the songbooks

· A reading to go with the lighting of the next candle on the Advent Wreath

· An Advent collect by John Howell

· A prayer by David Poultney

· A “knock, knock” children’s section to introduce a character from the Christmas story

The Methodist General Board of Discipleship website has some helpful tips in Planning for Advent year B. 



	Broader / Personal

Preparation
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	You might be able to use a Johnny Cash track that picks up the theme of God’s judgement. It is called God’s gonna cut you down and is on his posthumously released album, American V: A hundred highways (2006). This is a traditional gospel folk song. You can also entertain yourself by seeing how many of the famous musicians/ actors you can name on the award-winning music video.
Movies for the season

· The Nativity Story (2006 - PG), featuring New Zealand’s own Keisha Castle-Hughes deserved better reviews than it got. This is a beautiful and tasteful retelling of the biblical narrative. It was the first film ever to premier in the Vatican City.

· How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000 - PG), with Jim Carey, brings alive the Dr Seuss book in a full feature movie. Carey plays the meanest creature alive (the kids love him). In so doing he attacks the consumerism associated with the season and is eventually redeemed by love.

· Scrooged (1988 - PG) is a modern re-telling of the classic Dickens story ‘A Christmas Carol.’ It stars Bill Murray as a selfish television executive. 
· The First Christmas (1998 - G) is an absolutely superb clay animation of the Christmas story that runs 21 minutes.

· The Vicar of Dibley Christmas programmes are a treat. My pick is “winter” off The Complete Third Series (1999 – PG). The DVD is readily available to buy and you can often pick it up for not much more than the price of a rental.



	Creativity /

Visual Aids
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“Where did I say that you had to buy so much stuff on my birthday?”

· Jesus


	Buynothingchristmas.org
In their desire to change the way Christmas is seen as just an invitation to buy stuff, Canadian Mennonites have started this website. It has heaps of things to make and do, and is full of interesting resources to help you give love at Christmas and buy nothing.
Road works

To set the scene for our reading from Isaiah, about making a road through the desert, use road cones to narrow the church aisle down to one lane (single file). Put up road works signs around the church. If you don’t possess road cones, you can usually get small ones from the $2 shop. Google images for road works signs and print them off from.


	Preaching thoughts and Questions
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	Anyone living near Auckland will have no trouble bringing to mind a mental picture to match the description of Isaiah’s highway construction from our reading today: 
     “Clear the way… Make a straight highway… Fill in the valleys, and level the 
      mountains and hills. Straighten the curves, and smooth out the rough places.”
The Auckland motorway network is constantly being widened, straightened, extended and improved. The more that the motorway capacity is increased, the more people use it to get in and out of the city, so that more improvements are needed! 
Along with the grand motorway projects involving heavy earth-moving machinery there have also been some interesting mini-dramas. In 2002, as the motorway improvements were surging ahead along the Shoal Bay foreshore and its Takapuna feeder route, Transit New Zealand’s work suddenly came to a halt.  Four pairs of rare New Zealand dotterels were nesting in the extension area. This was their home. At low tide the birds would feed on the foreshore’s mudflats and shell banks. It was decided that alternate nesting sites would have to be established for the birds before work could continue. The $22 million interchange remained at a standstill while Transit brought in 200 cubic metres of shell by helicopter to create new nesting sites for the birds. After an eighteen month delay, just to make sure that the birds didn’t prefer returning to their old site, work on the interchange was allowed to continue.
Isaiah’s vision has this same combination of power and gentleness. A straight road is being cleared. The powerful Lord is coming with his mighty arm. But this is also the Lord who cares for his people, who “carries the lambs in his arms, while gently leading the mother sheep.”
Be released from captivity
“Your slavery is past; your punishment is over.” (Isaiah 40.2) The prophet tells the people of Israel that they are to be freed from their Babylonian captivity. To convey what this means the image he uses is of soldier’s time of service coming to an end. Think for a moment of the relief of Kiwi soldiers when their tour of duty in Afghanistan is over. They can return to the safety and comfort of their own homes. The soldiers are not just home – they are freed from their time of captivity. The thing is, if we are in captivity for long enough, it becomes our world - and we forget what freedom is really like.
All of which leads us to ask: What are we in captivity to? Are there habits that hold us captive? 
Many people spend their lives in captivity to destructive and oppressive habits: eating habits, drinking habits and sexual habits. In addition, and with equal power to enslave, there are habits of gossip, criticism, anger and unforgiveness. We can easily and inadvertently fall into these. The prophet’s word to us today is: Be released from captivity. Put up with it no more. Ask the Lord to set you free.
There are also habits of greed that we sometimes don’t even recognise, because we have lived with them for so long. How incongruous that in our world, where almost 16,000 children die each day from hunger related causes, in the West we shop like there is no tomorrow. The commercialisation of this season sees advertisers telling us that we are only truly celebrating Christmas when we eat like kings, drink like party-goers and indulge every desire of ourselves and our families for more consumer goods. We need to hear the corrective word of the prophet, “the grass withers and the flowers fall.” (Isaiah 40.8). None of this will last. And, to be released from captivity, we must…
Prepare for God to come

"Encourage my people! Give them comfort.” (Isaiah 40.1) We long for God to come to fulfil his promise of love and comfort. Advent is just the season we need so we can achieve this now. It is a time of preparing for God to come among us. Once again we hear the voice of the prophet, “Clear a path in the desert! Make a straight road for the Lord our God.” (Isaiah 40.3). 

Are you going away over the Christmas holidays? You can be pretty sure that at some stage when you are driving along you’ll come across road signs that say, “Road works ahead! Slow down.” Somewhere the road will be getting re-surfaced, or straightened out, or a more direct route being planned to get from A to B. 
Slow down. 
It’s time to slow down for a little self-examination and ask, “What needs straightening out in my life now? Am I prepared for God to come to me? Where will God build his highway?”  In the worship song based on Psalm 84, the songwriter suggests, “the highway to your city runs through my heart”. (see below)
For the Jews, the prophet’s words spoke of a highway back to their promised land. For us, clearing a path for God means creating a route to be all we were meant to be. Letting go of those things that hold us back and allowing God to do what he wants to do in our lives and putting our…
Hope in God

Our hope that things could be better is grounded in God himself. He is the one who is gracious when we are weak and in need extra care. He is the Good Shepherd who gathers the lambs in his arms, and leads the nursing ewes to good pasture. (Isaiah 40.11)  And he is with us. God with us. 
In Jesus, the promise came true, "A virgin will have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel, which means God is with us." (Matthew 1.23) That’s what the Christmas story is all about. Jesus is God with us. Not just as a baby in a manger. Jesus was God living on earth among people – showing us God’s love, showing us how to live in a way that pleases God. In the present it is the crucified, resurrected and exalted Jesus that we now worship.  He comes to us to heal our hurts, strengthen our todays and give us hope for tomorrow. Clear the way. Make a straight highway. Allow him to come.


	Illustrations / Stories
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	How Stuff Works has a selection of 16 Christmas stories – mostly told in a rather syrupy way, and surrounded by unwanted ads, but they are adaptable. 
Two questions to ponder
· Do Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas Star and The Alphabet Song have the same tune?
· Did you have to try singing them to find out?



	Music
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AA:  Alleluia Aotearoa
COC: Carol our Christmas
CMP:  Complete Mission Praise

HIOS: Hope is our Song

FFS: Faith Forever Singing

MHB: Methodist Hymn Book
H&P: Hymns and Psalms

S1:  The Source

S2:  The Source 2

S3:  The Source 3
SIS: Scripture in Song

WHV:  With heart and Voice
WOV:  With One Voice


	Hymns & Songs
Always there’s a carol HIOS 6
Come thou long expected Jesus MHB 242; WOV 200; H&P 81; CMP 102
Emmanuel (Leavers) CMP 120

Emmanuel (McGee) SIS 238; CMP 121; S2 675
Hail to the Lord’s anointed MHB 245; WOV 203; H&P 125; CMP 204; S2 709
Have you any room for Jesus Free lyrics and score sheets from small church music
He has come S2 717

He shall lead his flock SIS 120

How lovely is your dwelling place (by Ted Sandquist – I like the match of this song to today’s theme,
     especially the last line “the highway to your city runs through my heart”. I don’t know where you’ll find score 
     sheets. Lyrics and chords are available online - song 15 - and you can listen on YouTube.)
I hear a sound SIS 340

Long ago prophets knew H&P 83; S2 867
Look toward Christmas COC 30

Love came down at Christmas MHB 138; WOV 243; H&P 105; CMP 451
O come, O come Emmanuel MHB 257; WOV 193; H&P 85; CMP 493
O what a gift WOV 213; H&P 270; CMP 526
Make way SIS 587; CMP 457; S1 349
Peace to the world  HIOS 114
Prepare ye the way SIS 88
Tell out my soul WOV 109; H&P 86; CMP 631; S1 471
There is a sound of great rejoicing S2 992

Lord of our Summer Christmas

This Christmas we will celebrate under a summer sky,

when kowhai trees burst out in leaf and bellbirds sing on high,

and under giant ferns a lazy stream is rippling by.

Chorus: 

O Lord of our summer Christmas, come, come again,

O Christ of all seasons, come again.

This Christmas we will celebrate upon a sunny shore,

when waves are lapping on the beach and giant breakers roar,

and sand is soft beneath our feet and seagulls wheel and soar.

This Christmas we will celebrate among the lofty trees,

when red pohutukawa flowers are sighing in the breeze,

and sunset touches red and gold upon the silver seas.

This Christmas some will celebrate in wind and rain and snow

in places poor and dirty, where we would not want to go.

O Lord, may all your children everywhere your caring know.

Tune: God Rest You Merry, With One Voice 233
© Jan Chamberlain (used with permission)



	Prayers
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	The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens. It is a symbol of life without end. Four candles (usually purple) are arranged among the evergreens with an additional white candle in the middle, called the Christ candle. The wreath is placed on a table at the front of the church. A candle is lighted on the first Sunday of the Advent season, and an additional candle is lighted each Sunday. Over the course of the month some of these candles may need to be replaced. On Christmas Day all the candles of Advent and the white candle in the centre are lighted.

Lighting the second Advent candle

I am sending my messenger 

to get the way ready for you. 

In the desert someone is shouting, 

Get the road ready for the Lord! 

Make a straight path for him.
The true light that gives light to everyone 

was coming into the world.

(Light the second candle)

Collects
God of all holiness,

your promises stand unshaken through all generations

and you lift up all who are burdened and brought low:

renew our hope in you, 

as we wait for the coming in glory of Jesus Christ, 

our Judge and our Saviour, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. Amen.
© The Methodist Worship Book (Peterborough, England: Methodist Publishing House, 1999)
God always coming, 

may we find the courage and energy 

to make straight the path

and prepare the road. 

May the darkness within us 

give way to the light

and the pain of our world 

find its healing. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

who is our peace.  Amen.
© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Advent 2 

preparing for Christmas
Mark 1:1-8

Christmas is coming,

we need to prepare.

Is it ham, lamb or spam,

for the Christmas Day fare?

Is it togs at the beach,

or toys at the lake,

what will we fetch

and what will we bake?

With Mary in term,

will her baby arrive?

No room in our tent -

will we put them outside?

Together:

God of the unknown,

Break into my life.

Find room in our place, 

Amen.

© John Howell (used with permission)

God of peace, 

who desires and loves humanity,  

you call out in the midst of our wilderness,  

in our desert places 

the wellspring of your life breaks through.

In the midst of our distraction,

amidst our apparent plenty

out of the multitude of voices

call us again.             

This Advent may we hear you 

brightly and clearly.

May what is crooked within us be made straight

and that which is dry within us be refreshed.

God calls us again,

that the way of heaven may be 

the way of earth. 

May we have the courage to follow, 

the grace to do and to be.

Let your hearts be a manger 

for the Christ child.  Amen.
© David Poultney  (used with permission)

Psalm 85 (selection)
Our Lord, you have forgiven the sin 

and taken away the guilt of your people. 

Our Lord and our God, you save us! 

Please bring us back home and don't be angry. 

Won't you give us fresh life 

and let your people be glad because of you? 

Show us your love and save us! 

I will listen to you, Lord God, 

because you promise peace to those who are faithful 

and no longer foolish. 

You are ready to rescue everyone who worships you, 

so that you will live with us in all of your glory. 

Love and loyalty will come together; 

goodness and peace will unite. 

Loyalty will sprout from the ground; 

justice will look down from the sky above. 

Justice will march in front, 

making a path for you to follow.

Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society

Confession

Our Lord and God we come before you

asking for your Spirit’s examination of our lives.
We look back over this year, 2011.
We recall the things we have done, 

the things we have neglected to do.
Lord we invite your inspection

and ask you to take away all that is unfruitful and unhelpful.
We confess that we have not been the people that you want us to be.
Where there has been unforgiveness, selfishness, 

impurity or covetousness in our lives

we turn to you and ask for your cleansing.
Take away the works of darkness and bring us new life.
We confess that we haven’t been as close 

to you as we could have been.
Where we have developed habits 

that have been dishonouring to you, or destructive

we turn to you and ask for your cleansing.
Take away the works of darkness and bring us new life.
Forgive us Lord

and draw us again to yourself.
Make us into the people that you desire us to be,
for the glory of your Son, Jesus the Christ.
Amen.
© Andrew Gamman

More prayers written in an Australian context by Moira Laidlaw


	Children

	Knock, knock
This series of “knock, knock” slots introduce characters from the Christmas story. The idea comes from Ian Hanley. You could begin with some of the old knock, knock gags:

Knock Knock
Who's there?
Adolf!
Adolf who?
Adolf ball hit me in the mouth

Knock Knock
Who's there?
Albert!
Albert who!
Albert you don't know who this is

Knock Knock
Who's there?
Tyrone!
Tyrone who?
Tyrone shoelaces
Get someone to dress up as Joseph (a striped tea towel on the head usually does the trick) and stand on the other side of a door… get them to knock and at the same time say “Knock knock”.
Knock, Knock! 
Who's there?
Joseph
Joseph who

Joseph Carpenter

Now explain that Joseph was a main player in the Christmas story. On two occasions he met with angels. He was engaged to be married to Mary when an angel appeared to him and told him that she was going to have a baby – not just any baby – this baby would be God’s Son and that they should call him Jesus. So they got married and Joseph was there when the baby was born in a barn in Bethlehem. Joseph became Jesus’ step father. 
Some time before Jesus was two years old an angel visited Joseph again. This time the angel told him that King Herod was out to get Jesus. So he took Mary and Jesus and escaped to Egypt. Only later, when Herod had died, did the family return to Israel and settle in a place called Nazareth. In Nazareth Joseph worked as a carpenter and probably taught his trade to Jesus.


	PowerPoint

	Google images for desert highway, highway construction, motorway construction or road works.
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Mission Resourcing: Inspiring and resourcing our communities for a journey with Christ that enriches lives and relationships 
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